
Sermon 5: The Bible: Part Two: Uniqueness

OUTLINE

Psalm 19:7-9
Some ways in which the Bible is unique

INTRODUCTION

One of the greatest arguments for Christianity is the Bible itself.  There is no other book like 
the Bible.  Immanuel Kant who for the most part rejected Christianity said this of the Bible, 
‘The existence of the Bible, as a book for the people, is the greatest benefit which the 
human race has ever experienced.  Every attempt to belittle it is a crime against humanity.’  
The Bible has fallen upon hard times and is seen as refuted, as a set of myths, as a 
collection of politically motivated books to suit the governing power, as merely a record of 
the religious life of a group of people from the Middle East.  However, it has made more of 
an impact than any other book.  In this message I just want to skim over some of the 
astounding facts about the Bible.  We have heard a lot of bad press, my purpose in this 
message is to paint a very different picture of the wonder of the bible than the one we 
usually hear.  

Psalm 19:7-9

‘The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.’  Psalm 19 is a 
well-known psalm that talks about the two books of God.  There is the book of nature which
speaks about God, hence David beings with the well-known verse, ‘The heavens declare the 
glory of God.’  Verses 7-11 sing about the second book of God, the Law/the Bible as it was 
at David’s time.  Theologians have divided these two books into the categories of general 
and special revelation.  The philosopher Kant spoke about two things that amazed him, the 
starry sky above and the moral law within.  David would give him as ‘Amen’, but add a third,
the word of God.  We will see that it is the Bible that is to take the preeminent position.

I want to look at this text as a reminder of what the people of God actually think about the 
Bible, and hopefully by the end of our studies on the Bible will be our own attitude towards 
it.  A common feature in Hebrew poetry is parallelism.  The poet will restate the same idea 
in two different ways to draw attention to it.  Well verses 7-9 say the same thing, not 
merely in 2 or 3 different ways but 6.  David is making his point to the superlative degree.  
David is amazed by the glory of the heavens and sees creation as a pointer to their Creator, 
but he reserves his highest praises for the word.  You will notice the word of God described 
in 6 different ways: Law, a collective term for God’s word, Torah.  Testimony, God’s own 
testimony from His mouth.  Precepts and commands refer to God’s commands and remind 
us of His authority.  Fear is the appropriate respect we are to have towards the word.  
Rules/judgements/decrees remind us of God’s majesty and office.  Then we have the 6 
adjectival descriptions: the word is perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, and true.  But we must 
not forget its effects and uses: the perfection of the word revives us; it make the wise 
simple; it gives us joy in our hearts; and it enlightens our eyes.  David reminds us of the 
nature of God’s word that it endures forever, and that it is righteous altogether.  



The bible is not an object for our scrutiny, we are not above it as a judge.  Verse 10-11 give
us our lead for a proper response, ‘More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 
gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover, by them is your 
servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.’  Desired and kept, this is David’s 
response.  Every Christian will know the perfection of the scriptures and their superiority to 
all other things.  If you have read or heard the word and had the gospel of grace ravish 
your heart.  If you have heard the voice of God assuring you of your sins forgiven and of the
riches stored up for all His children.  If you have felt the stinging sweetness of sins exposed 
and forced to drop all the lies and scheming.  If you have understood the superiority of 
God’s law and life for His glory.  If any of this has been your experience and more, you will 
resonate with David.  He is not alone, this is the common experience of any who have 
tasted and seen that the word of the Lord is good.  I don’t have to tell you to strive for this 
experience of desire, you will already know it.  

But not only are they to be desired and read and memorised, they are to be kept.  This is 
key.  Note the 6 ways David describes the word of God, all of them speak of the word as 
law in one way or another.  I suspect that you would not have spoken of the bible in this 
way.  You might emphasize its poetry, it history, its doctrine, David reminds us that God’s 
word is not just a set of fun facts but comes with obligations that need to be obeyed.  The 
word places a demand upon us.  We are creatures bound to honour our Creator, but we are 
sinners who cannot honour Him and must answer for our sins.  The Bible commands us to 
repent of our sinful ways and to believe in Christ putting our confidence in what He does to 
pay for our sins, and not in anything we can do ourselves.  And David tells us when we do 
this, when we walk according to God’s word we will know reward and fullness of life, the 
joy, reviving, enlightening and other benefits he lists.  

If after this series of studies on the Bible you dedicate yourself to read it more, if you shake 
off the way of thinking thrust on us by our unbelieving generation, if you are brought again 
to a place of hungering for it and seeing the rightness in living according to it then I 
consider this to be success.  If an unbeliever is challenged to reconsider the Bible, if the 
unbeliever doubts their doubts about the Bible and reads it for themselves then this too is 
success.  

With that said let us allow some wonderful facts about the Bible wash over us as our 
introduction to the Bible

Some ways in which the Bible is unique

The Bible is a collection of 66 books written over a period of about 1500 years.  
Approximately 40 authors were involved in writing the Bible.  Unlike the Koran that only has 
one, the Bible has a wide variety of authors.  Moses was from the royal courts and trained in
the highest education of the time in Egypt.  Solomon, who was considered to be the wisest 
man on earth in his day and was widely educated.  Isaiah was a prophet.  Ezekiel was a 
priest.  Ezra and Nehemiah had important political positions in pagan countries.  There were
farmers like Amos, tax collectors like Matthew, physicians like Luke, Pharisees like Paul, 
fishermen like John and Peter, even a prime minister in Daniel.  They are not the writings of
one class of people, or of one type of education.  God spoke through people of all walks of 
life.  The Bible was written in the desert in palaces in peace and war.  It was written in three
continents in Asia, Africa and Europe, in the three languages of Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic.
It has many different type of literary genres in it such as historical narratives, epistles, 
prophecy, apocalyptic, poetry, philosophy, love letters, songs of praise, lament, law, 
parables, genealogies, and biography.  It uses nearly every form of literary device such as 



metaphors, similes, hyperbole, satire, etc.  Yet despite this diversity over thousands of years
by so many different authors, there is an incredible unity, a single story of redemption 
through Christ, of a God of love saving sinners by His Son.  It gives evidence of a single 
author and story.  

The Bible was the first printed book in the West and one of those original books is the most 
expensive book in the world.  It has had more copies printed than any other book.  It has 
been translated into more languages than any other book.  There are multiple translations in
various languages of it.  There are more books written about this one book than any other, 
more teachers of it than any other, more readers of it than any other, and has had more 
followers of its teachings than any other book in history.  The most printed copies of a first 
edition were 1 million copies of the RSV, the longest telegram ever sent was the same 
translation.  To quickly sweep the bible away as insignificant is arrogance, ignorance and 
folly.

The Bible is the best attested ancient document in the world.  There is no other writing from
the Ancient world that compares to the Bible in amounts of manuscripts and the smallness 
of the gap between the originals and the earliest copies.  No other document from this era 
has as much dedication to the process of copying and preserving it than the Bible.  

The Bible is a book that has endured attempts to wipe it out completely in nearly every age.
It has endured the attempts of critics to discredit it and is still believed by millions including 
those who are doctors in their various fields of study.  Bernard Ramm writes: ‘A thousand 
times over, the death knell of the Bible has been sounded the funeral procession formed, 
the inscription cut on the tombstone, and committal read.  But somehow the corpse never 
stays put.  No other book has been so chopped, knived, sifted, scrutinized, and vilified.  
What book on philosophy or religion or psychology or belles lettres of classical or modern 
times has been subject to such a mass attack as the Bible? with such venom and 
scepticism? with such thoroughness and erudition? upon every chapter, line, and tenet?  
The Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and studied by millions.’1  

The history of the OT stands out as some of the best historical records around, one 
archaeologist writes: ‘Hebrew national tradition excels all others in its clear picture of tribal 
and family origins.  In Egypt and Babylonia, in Assyria and Phoenicia, in Greece and Rome, 
we look in vain for anything comparable.  There is nothing like it in the tradition of the 
Germanic peoples.  Neither India or China can produce anything similar, since their earliest 
historical memories are literary deposits of distorted dynastic tradition, with no trace of 
herdsman or peasant behind the demigod or king with whom their records begin.  Neither in
the oldest Indic historical writings (the Puranas) nor in the earliest Greek historians is there 
a hint of the fact that both Indo-Aryans and Hellenes were once nomads who migrated into 
their later abodes from the north.  The Assyrians to be sure, remembered vaguely that their 
earliest rulers, whose names they recalled without any details about their deed, were tent 
dwellers, but whence they came had long been forgotten.’2                      

Another unique aspect of the Bible is the way it portrays it main characters.  Abraham is 
portrayed as a coward, David as a murdering adulterer, the apostles in the gospels as 
shown to lack faith and abandon Christ, the early church is shown to be divided and 
struggling to overcome OT prejudices, these and many more show that the Bible is unique 

1 Quoted in New Evidence that Demands a Verdict, p11.

2 Ibid., p13.  



in that it is not trying to deceive its readers and lure folk to hero worship.  It speaks frankly 
about sin, and sin in the best of the saints.  All of this becomes a very important background
when the sinlessness of Christ is emphasized in order that He might be a spotless sacrifice 
to pay for our sin debt.  

The Bible has had one of the biggest influences upon Western thought and civilization: ‘The 
Bible is one of the most important documents in the history of civilization, not only because 
of its status as holy inspired Scripture, but also because of its pervasive influence on 
western thought.  As the predominant worldview for at least fourteen hundred years, 
Christianity and its great central text played a major role in the formation of western culture.
Consequently many literary texts, even those in our post-Christian era, frequently draw on 
the Bible and the Christian tradition.’3  Nobel peace prize recipient and novelist Elie Wiesel 
put it this way: ‘An inspired work, the Bible is also a source of inspiration.  Its impact has no
equal, whether on the social  and ethical plane or on that of literary creation.  We forget too
often that the bible pertains equally to the artistic domain.  Its characters are dramatic, their
dramas timeless, their triumphs and defeats overwhelming.  Each cry touches us, each call 
penetrates us.  Texts of another age, the biblical poems are themselves ageless.  They call 
out to us collectively and individually, across and beyond the centuries.’4  Just think about all
the sayings that come from the Bible, the words we use that are from the Bible, think about 
all the art impacted by the Bible, the poems, the names of our children, funerals, weddings, 
the law of the land, the songs influenced by the Bible, place names, progress in science, 
ethics, philosophy, the impact is incalculable.  

There are more things that we could add.  We could add that the Bible presents a beautiful 
morality; a pattern of life that agrees with experience; that it is unrivalled in fulfilled 
prophecy in particular the Messianic prophecies; that it gives us the most satisfying 
explanation of where we came from, where we are going, why we are here, who made us, 
and why we experience pain.  But what we have said so far will suffice to act as an 
introduction to the wonder of the Bible as the word of God.  I will end with a few more 
quotes:
Jean Jacques Rouseau, ‘Behold the works of our philosophers; with all their pompous 
diction, how mean and contemptible they are by comparison with the Scriptures!  Is it 
possible that a book at once so simple and sublime should be merely the work of men.’  
Theodore Roosevelt, ‘A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college 
education.’  
Woodrow Wilson, ‘A man has deprived himself of the best there is in the world who has 
deprived himself of a knowledge of the Bible.’  
Thomas Huxley, ‘The Bible has been the Magna Carta of the poor and the oppressed down 
to modern times…Nowhere is the fundamental truth that the welfare of this state in the long
run depends on the uprightness of the citizen so strongly laid down.  I do not yet believe 
that the human race is yet, and possibly ever will be, in a position to dispense with the 
Bible.’
Paul, ‘But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness,17 that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.’  

3 Ibid., p14.

4 Ibid., p14.




