
Users of The Wired Word come from many different Christian denominations, and so we at TWW 

seldom base lessons on news that is primarily tied to one denomination. We're making an exception in 

this lesson, but not to encourage discussion of the dispute in The United Methodist Church regarding 

how LGBT individuals should be allowed to relate to the church. Rather, as will be explained in the "In 

the News" section below, this lesson invites us to consider how mediation can be a godly work and to 

help us see where we might do that work in some situations that life presents us. So that will be the 

topic of this installment of The Wired Word. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which highlights January as National Slavery 

and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. We explore the role of our faith in fighting human trafficking 

and exploitation. 

The Editorial Team of The Wired Word 

 

Helped by Mediator Feinberg, United Methodist Opponents Craft Separation Protocol to End Long 

Dispute 

The Wired Word for the Week of January 19, 2020 

In the News 

Jewish mediator Kenneth Feinberg, the man who served as Special Master of the U.S. government's 

September 11th Victim Compensation Fund and, more recently, was hired by Boeing to oversee 

distribution of $50 million to support 737 MAX crash victim families, may also turn out to be the man 

who helped members of The United Methodist Church end its long impasse over LGBT issues. 

That impasse has been roiling that denomination since 1972, just four years after it was formed from a 

merger of The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren. 

Many United Methodists hope that its denomination-wide General Conference, set for May 5-15, 2020, 

in Minneapolis, will finally resolve the standoff within the 13 million-member church regarding how 

LBGT (an abbreviation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transsexual) people should participate in the 

church. Many United Methodists have now concluded that the resolution will not involve a coming 

together of conflicting parties but will mean an "amicable" split: an agreement to separate. 

Most progressives within The United Methodist Church believe that God's love for humans is not limited 

by their sexual identity, and thus LGBT persons who are Christians and feel called to the ministry should 

be permitted to serve as clergy, and that United Methodist pastors should be able to officiate at same-

sex marriages. Most traditional United Methodists, while also believing that God's love for humans is 

not limited by their sexual attractions, and while welcoming LGBT people to worship God with them, 

also believe that what they consider God's intentions should be a clear witness, and thus would not 

permit such persons into the ministry and would not permit their clergy to conduct same-sex 

marriages.   



In advance of General Conference, several proposals have been floated to end the impasse, but the one 

announced January 3, titled "Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation," which was 

hammered out with Feinberg's help by 16 church members representing various factions within the 

church, has been the most widely reported of the proposals both within and beyond the denomination.  

Observers close to the situation say that at least some of the provisions of the "Protocol of 

Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation" will likely be included in whatever the General Conference 

ends up adopting as a way forward. 

Feinberg, who worked pro bono with the ad hoc group that developed the proposal is credited with 

keeping the opposing parties "at the table."  

"He was able to use his expertise to help us hear one another, see possibilities that no one had seen or 

been prepared to admit, and understand what was really at stake," said Rev. Keith Boyette, who was 

one of the representatives of traditionalist groups at the negotiations. 

The main provision of the proposal is that the denomination split into two bodies, with the 

traditionalists forming a new Methodist denomination and being supported in doing so by $25 million 

from funds of the existing church. The centrists and progressives would continue as The United 

Methodist Church. (For full details, read the text of the proposal in the links list below.) 

Procedurally, there are several hurdles the protocol must clear before it can be presented to General 

Conference as a legislative proposal, but the participants at the meeting that created the protocol, while 

representing opposing constituencies, have pledged to support this plan to the exclusion of others. 

Legislative procedures being what they are, however, make it likely that even if the protocol does reach 

the General Conference floor, it will have some amendments before it is voted upon. 

Feinberg said he was motivated to help by his "interest in modern America, in preserving some church 

impact and influence in an increasingly secular society." He also said Judaism's "give back" ethic was a 

reason to donate his time to The United Methodist Church. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Diverse Leaders' Group Offers Separation Plan. UM News 

Feinberg Kept Church Negotiators at Table. UM News 

Why Jewish Mediator Kenneth Feinberg Wants to Save The United Methodist Church. Religion News 

Service 

A Failed Experiment in Methodist Unity. First Things 

Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation (full text of the proposal)  

The Big Questions 

1. Is the work of mediation a divine calling? Why or why not?  

2. What characteristics make a good mediator? What characteristics would work against mediation? 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/feinberg-kept-church-negotiators-at-table
https://religionnews.com/2020/01/10/we-shall-see-mediator-kenneth-feinberg-on-brokering-united-methodist-schism-proposal/
https://religionnews.com/2020/01/10/we-shall-see-mediator-kenneth-feinberg-on-brokering-united-methodist-schism-proposal/
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2020/01/a-failed-experiment-in-methodist-unity
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2020/01/a-failed-experiment-in-methodist-unity
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf


3. Does the fact that you are tired of hearing the arguments of opponents in a church dispute mean that 

God is not present in the dispute? In what ways might God be present in both sides of a church 

disagreement? Might God not be present in either side of a church disagreement. How can we know? 

4. What role, if any, has mediation played in your denomination? your congregation? your workplace? 

your club or social organization? your family? your marriage or other relationship? 

5. Did you catch the irony in the headline of this lesson between "United" and "Opponents"? What does 

it really mean for Christians to be "united" versus "untied"? Does a mediation have to include 

reconciliation to be considered successful? Why or why not? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Matthew 5:9 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (For context, read 5:1-12.) 

This Beatitude from Jesus has applications in many fields, but it can certainly be applied to the work of 

mediation, which is defined in Wikipedia as "a dynamic, structured, interactive process where an 

impartial third party assists disputing parties in resolving conflict through the use of specialized 

communication and negotiation techniques." 

Questions: When have you had the opportunity to help others resolve disputes? What tactics and 

techniques did you use? What was the outcome? How did your participation make you feel? 

Nehemiah 2:5 

… If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, I ask that you send me to Judah, to 

the city of my ancestors' graves, so that I may rebuild it. (For context, read 1:1--2:8.) 

The occasion for this verse was the return of the Jewish exiles from Babylon to their homeland in Judah. 

After the Persians conquered the Babylonians, the victors allowed the Jewish exiles to go home, 

although Judah was now a province of the Persian Empire. Not all the Jews opted to return, however, 

and Nehemiah, who was employed by the Persian king as his cupbearer, was one who remained. But 

when a report of terrible conditions in Jerusalem reached Nehemiah, he felt compelled to do something 

about it. 

First, he brought the matter to God in prayer (1:5-11), and second, he requested of the king an 

appointment to go to Jerusalem and lead the rebuilding effort. 

Questions: What about Nehemiah's request suggests that it was a response to a divine calling? Is all 

mediation a "god-breathed" activity, or only the ones that actually resolve the dispute? Explain your 

answer. 

Philemon 1:10-11, 17 

I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 



Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. …  So if you consider 

me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. (For context, read 1:4-20.) 

This is from Paul's letter to a Christian named Philemon, regarding some dispute between Philemon and 

Onesimus. It's not certain what the relationship between the two men was. The traditional reading of 

Paul's letter suggests that Onesimus was a slave belonging to Philemon, and that perhaps Onesimus had 

fled from Philemon. But verse 16 refers to the two as brothers, "both in the flesh and in the Lord," and 

some commentators believe they were literally brothers, but at odds with each other. 

In any case, circumstances brought Onesimus and Paul together, and the latter wrote to Philemon to 

intercede on Onesimus' behalf. 

Intercession is similar to but not exactly the same as mediation, but it's possible that Paul, as the neutral 

party between Philemon and Onesimus, moved to the next step -- mediation -- and helped the two men 

negotiate some kind of detente.  

Questions: When have you interceded on someone's behalf? What motivated you to do so?  How is 

intercession similar to mediation? How is it different?  

John 19:38-39 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his 

fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he 

came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. (For context, read 19:38-42.) 

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who together buried Jesus after his death on the cross, 

represented conflicting views and beliefs. Joseph was known among the early followers of Jesus as "a 

good and righteous man" (Luke 23:50). He was a member of the Jewish council (Mark 15:43) and 

wealthy (Matthew 27:57). Although it is not known, some people believe that he belonged to the 

Sadducees, a group that did not believe in the resurrection of the body, and their main interest was in 

promoting the political interests of the Jewish people. We don't know how he had become a secret 

disciple of Jesus, but as a result he "was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God" (Mark 15:43). 

Nicodemus was also a member of the Sanhedrin, but he belonged to the opposing Pharisee party. 

Pharisees believed that there was a resurrection from the dead for those who became righteous by 

obeying all the Old Testament laws and customs. He was a prominent Pharisee and "a leader of the 

Jews" (John 3:1), but Jesus' teaching captured his attention, and he visited Jesus by night to find out 

more (John 3:1-9). 

Although the two men may well have been theological and philosophical opposites, and perhaps also 

differed politically, each came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. And following Jesus' crucifixion, 

they came together to "pick up the pieces." 



If we transpose Joseph and Nicodemus into today's denominational disputes, we might see them as 

representative of those who could not heal the breach in the controversy. But they were there to help 

pick up the pieces afterward. 

Questions: What makes Jesus appealing to individuals of widely different persuasions? What makes him 

appealing to you? When have you helped pick up the pieces after disputing parties have gone their 

separate ways? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Respond to this description of mediation from Wikipedia:  

Mediation is a dynamic, structured, interactive process where an impartial third party assists disputing 

parties in resolving conflict through the use of specialized communication and negotiation techniques. All 

participants in mediation are encouraged to actively participate in the process. Mediation is a "party-

centered" process in that it is focused primarily upon the needs, rights, and interests of the parties. The 

mediator uses a wide variety of techniques to guide the process in a constructive direction and to help 

the parties find their optimal solution. A mediator is facilitative in that she/he manages the interaction 

between parties and facilitates open communication. Mediation is also evaluative in that the mediator 

analyzes issues and relevant norms ("reality-testing"), while refraining from providing prescriptive advice 

to the parties (e.g., "You should do ... "). 

            Mediation, as used in law, is a form of alternative dispute resolution resolving disputes between 

two or more parties with concrete effects. Typically, a third party, the mediator, assists the parties to 

negotiate a settlement. Disputants may mediate disputes in a variety of domains, such as commercial, 

legal, diplomatic, workplace, community and family matters.  

We can now add "ecclesiastical" to that list. 

2. Regarding Feinberg's work, discuss this from TWW team member Stan Purdum's sermon "What Is Life 

Worth?": Just 11 days after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Congress established the September 11 Victim 

Compensation Fund that committed the nation to compensate both the families of the 2,973 people 

who lost their lives in that horror and the more than 4,400 survivors who were physically injured. 

            The fund, however, was not designed to give all families the same amount of money. Although 

one factor in the formation of the fund was to signal to the world that the 9/11 murderers had not 

brought our country to its knees and that we were a cohesive nation that would get through this 

catastrophe together, another factor was the plight of the airline industry immediately following 9/11. 

At first, airports were shut down for security reasons, but even as they began to reopen, passengers 

stayed away -- people were afraid to fly, fearing more terrorist hijackings. So their income was way 

down. What's more, because of 9/11, there were likely be thousands of lawsuits against the airlines, the 

World Trade Center and other companies who could in any way be held accountable for 9/11. Congress 

realized that the nation faced a national transportation emergency. 

            Consequently, the fund had to be set up in a way that would discourage lawsuits. First, the law 

that established the fund also placed a cap on the financial liability of the airlines and the World Trade 

Center. But beyond that, it took into account how lawsuits might play out. If survivors took their cases to 



court and won, tort law would dictate that the cash awards would be decided individually based on the 

specifics of the life and potential earning power of the person who was injured or had died. In that 

scenario, the family of a stockbroker who perished on 9/11 would get a lot more than the family of a 

busboy or even of a firefighter who died in the same attack. 

            So the fund was set up to make some of the same kinds of distinctions so as to encourage families 

to accept the cash from the fund in lieu of filing a lawsuit. To receive money from the fund, people had 

to agree not to sue, so the fund had to be both generous and acknowledge in some way the kinds of 

dissimilarities in earning power that a court case would. 

            Thus, the law directed the fund to make three calculations in awarding money. One was the non-

economic loss -- what we usually refer to as the pain and suffering of the victim and the resulting 

emotional distress of that person's family. Another was that all other sources of compensation paid out 

to the victims' families, such as life insurance, pension payments, death and disability payments, and so 

forth be considered collateral income and be deducted from any 9/11 award. And the third calculation 

was the economic loss caused by the death of the victim, based on the potential earnings of the person 

had the tragedy not happened. 

            Thus, the way the law was written practically forced families to have to plead their cases before 

the fund. 

            The administration of the 9/11 fund fell to Kenneth Feinberg, an attorney skilled in negotiating 

difficult cases. With the assistance of a staff, he ran the fund for its full three-year span, working at it 

more than full time, and he did so without receiving any payment for his duties. He viewed his work as 

his contribution to the surviving families of the 9/11 victims. 

            Regarding the payouts from the fund, Feinberg did three significant things. First, he established a 

standard payment for the non-economic loss category, refusing to judge whose pain and suffering was 

worse than someone else's. Thus, regardless of the earning potential of the victim, the fund paid 

$250,000 for each victim's pain and suffering plus $100,000 for each surviving spouse and dependent. 

Second, he ruled that any money that victims' families had received from private charities would not be 

considered collateral income and would not be deducted from the awards from the fund. And third, he 

narrowed the gap between what was awarded to those in the low and high brackets of the economic 

loss category. As already explained, the fund rules did not allow him to give the same to all parties, but 

he decided to raise what was given to the families of low-earning-potential victims and to cap what 

went to the families of the big-earning-potential victims. 

            Feinberg told the story of the fund and his work with it in a book titled, What Is Life Worth? What 

comes across in the book is that this man who was, in effect, a bureaucrat, really saw himself in the best 

meaning of that word -- as a public servant. To his surprise, he found that beyond merely deciding who 

got what, his role gave every family an opportunity to present their case and tell about their loved one. 

While he found a wide range of reactions, including anger, he discovered that for many surviving 

families, being able to talk about the loss and the life of the departed was a way for them to say "This 

person meant something" or "He or she was a person of great worth, a valuable person." Feinberg sat 

through literally thousands of these presentations and heard that quite apart from potential earning 

power, these 9/11 victims were valuable because of the ways in which they had touched the lives of 

those they had left behind. He soon concluded that although people sometimes disputed the amount of 



their awards, they usually were not motivated by greed, but by a desire to assert the value of their lost 

loved one. Feinberg wrote: 

            But these meetings were rarely limited to reviews of raw data that would go into computing their 

awards. Instead, the applicants wanted to discuss the unquantifiable value of their lost loved one. They 

wanted to talk about the victim, about his commitment to family, her generosity, their heroism on 9/11. 

Their loved one was different from the others; she was unique. ... 

            As if feeling the inadequacy of mere words, the family members also brought physical evidence -- 

photograph albums, scrapbooks, videos of weddings, bar mitzvahs, graduations, and life at home. They 

brought medals, citations; and honors that had been bestowed on the victim. Some played recordings of 

songs written especially to honor the death of the loved one, while others read poems and eulogies. All 

this in an attempt to paint a more accurate picture of the victim.  (From Feinberg's book, What Is Life 

Worth? The Unprecedented Effort to Compensate the Victims of 9/11, pages 94-96.) 

3. Some Christian theologians have noted that God seldom works directly -- miraculous intervention -- 

but most often uses people, circumstances, or the like. These are traditionally called "means" -- as in 

"these are the means God uses" -- but "mediators" is also an appropriate word. Discuss how God can 

use mediators of this sort to work in this world.  Also discuss and think about how God can use you as a 

means or mediator in some current event or conflict you are aware of. 

Responding to the News 

This is a good time to consider if there are situations in your circle of friends and acquaintances where 

you might offer to mediate. But before you do, it would be good to learn some specific mediation 

skills. Here is a place to start, and here is more information. 

Prayer 

O Lord, giver of spiritual gifts, help us who have the necessary gifts and graces to learn the skills of 

peacemaking and dispute resolution, so that when you call, we may be ready to do your work. In Jesus' 

name. Amen. 

Other News This Week 

Federal Government Highlights January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month 

In the News 

In recognition of the 20th anniversary of the passage of the largest piece of anti-trafficking legislation in 

U.S. history, the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA), the White House declared January 

2020 as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. The TVPA emphasizes prevention of 

human slavery, protection of victims and survivors and prosecution of slavers. 

The National Human Trafficking Hotline website calls human trafficking a multibillion dollar industry 

which is in "the business of stealing freedom [from millions of people] for profit. In some cases, 

https://www.dumblittleman.com/learn-how-to-mediate-and-end/
https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ips/mediation-skills.html


traffickers trick, defraud or physically force victims into providing commercial sex. In others, victims are 

lied to, assaulted, threatened or manipulated into working under inhumane, illegal or otherwise 

unacceptable conditions."   

Modern-day slavers recruit, transport, secure, trap and compel persons to provide labor, services or sex 

acts against their will, using threats, deception and exploitation of the physical, emotional and 

psychological needs of vulnerable people. 

Under U.S. law, compelling a minor under the age of 18 to provide commercial sex is always considered 

human trafficking whether or not force, fraud or coercion are present. 

Given that tracking the financial transactions of criminal enterprises is notoriously difficult, and 

depending on how such data is collected, human trafficking ranks among the top three or four most 

profitable crime industries in the world, along with illegal drugs, illicit arms sales and counterfeiting. 

By some estimates, the average cost of a slave is $90. In 2003, a single sex slave in the Netherlands 

reportedly earned his or her trafficker at least $250,000 a year. Modern slavery is the fastest growing 

criminal enterprise, with as many as 45 million individuals living in slavery-like conditions globally.  

In 2018, 10,949 cases of human trafficking were reported in the United States to the nonprofit Polaris-

operated National Human Trafficking Hotline and BeFree Textline, a 25 percent jump in cases from 

2017.  Cases are defined as situations of human trafficking, which may involve more than one survivor. 

These cases involved 23,078 individual victims, nearly 6,000 alleged traffickers and 1,905 suspicious 

trafficking businesses. Human trafficking is notoriously underreported.    

The top types of trafficking cases are sex trafficking (such as escort services, street prostitution, brothels 

and pornography); forced labor or involuntary servitude (including but not limited to domestics; 

restaurant, hotel, factory and farm workers; child and elder care providers); sex and labor trafficking 

(e.g., the drug trade, illicit massage, bars and strip clubs); and debt bondage (forcing someone to work in 

order to pay a debt). People are also trafficked for organ harvesting, to act as child soldiers, human 

shields in military conflicts and suicide bombers, and to produce infants for illicit adoption operations.  

TWW team member James Berger wrote that a pair of sheriff's deputies in Immokalee, Florida, observed 

two Mexican farmworkers arguing with a supervisor. One worker said, "How do you expect me to pay 

you the $5,000 if you won't let me work?"   

One deputy said to the other, "If these guys are penniless, how come he owes this guy $5,000?" A quick 

investigation revealed that to be the amount each worker owed a "coyote" who smuggled them across 

the border and into Florida.  They became economic slaves, never getting out of debt. When they do get 

paid, they run to the Western Union desk and send as much as possible back to Mexico. If they don't, 

someone visits the worker's wife or mother and demands payment. 

Traffickers recruit victims in various ways, by proposing marriage, posing as a benefactor, advertising or 

offering a job, making false promises or threats, etc. They prey on vulnerable populations, such as 



migrants; displaced persons; runaways; the poor; the homeless; the physically, sexually and emotionally 

abused; the addicted; physically disabled and mentally ill persons; ethnic, racial and sexual minorities; 

and those traumatized by war, natural disaster and personal crises.  

Perpetrators of human trafficking are as diverse as their victims, of any race, ethnicity, socioeconomic 

class or gender. They may be family members, acquaintances, lovers or strangers, pimps, corporate 

executives, church leaders, government officials, U.S. citizens or foreign nationals, business owners, 

celebrities, lone wolves or members of a gang, organized criminal enterprise or sophisticated network. 

There are more human slaves in the world today than ever before in history. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, 2020. U.S. Department of Health & Human 

Services/Office on Trafficking in Persons 

What Is Human Trafficking? U.S. Department of Justice 

Human Trafficking Prevention Tips from Jenni Jessen (Video 3:13). WayNation 

7 Ways Everyday People Can Help End Human Trafficking. Relevant 

Why You Shouldn't Share Missing Person Posts. The Parrot 

The Big Questions 

1. Would you be able to recognize when a person might be in a human trafficking situation? What red 

flags might indicate that someone could be a victim of a trafficker? 

2. What should you do if you suspect someone is being exploited by a trafficker? 

3. What adversities have you faced in your own life that could help you empathize with victims of 

trafficking?  

4. What might hinder people who are being trafficked from escaping their traffickers?  

5. How can the church be most effective in anti-trafficking ministry? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Genesis 37:25-28 

Then [Joseph's brothers] sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then 

Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell 

him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his 

brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, 

and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. (For context, 

read 37:16-28.) 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/news/prevention-month-2020
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/news/prevention-month-2020
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/what-is-human-trafficking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGpHclKzZFQ
https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/7-ways-everyday-people-can-help-end-human-trafficking/
https://thecurrentatahs.com/2271/world-news/why-you-shouldnt-share-missing-person-posts/


Joseph's father Israel (Jacob) sent him to his brothers, who were keeping watch over the flock, to check 

on how they and the flock were faring (vv. 12-17). When his brothers saw him approaching, they plotted 

to kill him, because they resented how his father favored him, and hated Joseph for sharing his dreams 

of greatness (vv. 18-20; Genesis 37:3-8). His brother Reuben dissuaded them, suggesting that they throw 

him into a pit instead. Reuben intended to rescue Joseph later so he could restore him to their father 

(vv. 21-22). 

When Joseph arrived, his brothers stripped him of the robe his father had made for him and threw him 

into a dry, empty pit. Then they sat down to eat, ignoring any pleas for pity from their captive. Then 

Judah had the bright idea that since there was no profit in murder, they might rid themselves of their 

irksome brother by selling him into slavery. 

Many victims of the modern slave trade are sold into bondage by family members, just as Joseph was. In 

some cases, the family is so desperately poor that selling a child may be the only way they think they can 

save the rest of the family from starvation, onerous debt or some other disaster. In other cases, the 

family is deceived into thinking the child is going to a better situation based on the promise of marriage, 

a job or a better future. 

Joseph's story is about more than sibling rivalry, betrayal, injustice and treachery, however. In the end, 

Joseph is raised to a position of great power and honor, his brothers repent their wrongdoing, and the 

family is restored (Genesis 41:37--50:26). 

Questions: What was Joseph's life worth to his brothers when this incident occurred? What was his life 

worth to them after he rose to power in Egypt during the famine? What changed? 

What can current victims of human trafficking take away from Joseph's story that might give them 

reason to hope? 

Exodus 6:6, 9-11 

[The LORD said to Moses,] "Say therefore to the Israelites, 'I am the LORD, and I will free you from the 

burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from slavery to them. I will redeem you with an outstretched 

arm and with mighty acts of judgment. ...'" Moses told this to the Israelites; but they would not listen to 

Moses, because of their broken spirit and their cruel slavery. Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go and tell 

Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his land." (For context, read 6:1-13.) 

God told Moses that he had heard the groaning of the Israelite slaves, and remembered his covenant to 

bring them to the land he had promised to their ancestor Abraham (vv. 4-5, 8). He gave Moses two 

messages to deliver: one to the Israelite slaves, and one to Pharaoh, their oppressor. The first was a 

promise of consolation and liberation from slavery, The second was a request that the slaver release the 

captives. 

Moses objected, that if the Israelites had refused to listen to his message of hope, Pharaoh would surely 

be even less inclined to listen to the demand that he give up his slaves (v. 12). 



Questions: Which message do you think would have been the hardest for Moses to deliver, and why? 

Which audience do you think would have been the hardest to persuade, and why?  

Compare and contrast the task Moses was given with the work of anti-traffickers today. What aspects of 

the work of anti-traffickers do you think would be the most challenging, and why? 

If God sent you to speak to people who had been enslaved, what would your message be? If God sent 

you to speak to a human trafficker, what would you say? 

Exodus 21:16 ESV 

Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death. (For 

context, read 21:1-11, 16.) 

Deuteronomy 24:7 

If someone is caught kidnaping another Israelite, enslaving or selling the Israelite, then that kidnaper 

shall die. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. (No context needed.) 

This chapter outlines laws about slavery and other issues in ancient Israel. The ordinances allowed a kind 

of slavery that was limited in time and scope. A person could buy a slave, but the term of servitude was 

limited to six years, after which time the slave was to be set free, and any debt the slave owed was to be 

forgiven (Exodus 21:2). In some circumstances, a female slave was to be treated as family, not as a slave 

(Exodus 21:3-11).  

While a slave owner was allowed to treat a slave like property, that did not mean the owner could 

mistreat a slave with impunity. A slave owner would be punished for murdering a slave (vv. 20-21), and 

would lose the services of the slave if he knocked out the slave's tooth or blinded the slave in the eye 

(vv. 26-27). 

Human trafficking was considered a capital crime, according to our two texts.   

Questions: Are the laws about slavery outlined in these passages consistent, or contradictory? Just, or 

unjust? What does justice look like for a victim of human trafficking today? 

Discuss your beliefs on what makes slavery -- of differnt types (which should be described and defined) -

- unjust, immoral or acceptable.  How does the status of the slave owner -- individual, government ruler, 

organization -- play into this?   

Deuteronomy 15:12-15 

If a member of your community, whether a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and works 

for you six years, in the seventh year you shall set that person free. And when you send a male slave out 

from you a free person, you shall not send him out empty-handed. Provide liberally out of your flock, your 

threshing floor, and your wine press, thus giving to him some of the bounty with which the LORD your 

God has blessed you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 

redeemed you; for this reason I lay this command upon you today. (For context, read 15:12-18.)  



Mosaic law accepted the reality of slavery, but placed boundaries on the practice for the slave owner 

and protections for the slave. The rules in this passage were that every seventh year was considered a 

Sabbath year, in which slave owners were to set free and provide generously for slaves who served 

them for six years. 

Questions: Is it better to have rules and regulations for the institution of slavery, such as those in this 

passage, out in the open, or to have a de facto kind of slavery and human trafficking such as exists 

today? How can a society build an economic system that treats workers fairly and compassionately? 

What principles should guide the actions of the employer, according to this passage? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Review and respond to this short commentary on Jeremiah 34:8-17, a passage about slavery. 

2. Discuss this blog, Is Slavery in the Bible? 

3. Discuss this, from Katie Bergman, a staff member? ?for the international anti-trafficking nonprofit Set 

Free Movement: "If we want to comprehensively address slavery, then we need to acknowledge the 

compounding issues of poverty, racism, homelessness, abuse, inequality, addiction, gangs and war, to 

name a few. You can't end slavery without responding to the refugee crisis and providing adequate 

support to immigrants. You can't 'fix' human trafficking without fixing the broken foster care system and 

improving global supply chain transparency." 

4. React to this, from Jenni Jessen, a human trafficking survivor and co-founder of Compass 31, a rescue 

and restoration foster care agency for young women survivors of exploitation: "Pornography and 

trafficking go hand in hand. ... 68 percent of the men in the church and as many as 32 percent of women 

in the church have what they report as a problematic, regular usage of pornography. But what they 

don't recognize is that when they're on their computers wandering through a virtual red-light district, 

seeing what boy or girl they're going to use to satisfy their lust, the majority of those people on-screen 

are people who've been trafficked, exploited or abused, and so their involvement in what's supposed to 

be a victimless crime is actually furthering the exploitation of people both locally and globally." 

5. Reflect on this verse from Jane Ault, a poet from northern New York (printed here with permission 

from the author): 

Be a servant of God, not a slave of desire 

For his thoughts and ways are higher and wiser 

Ask Jesus to give you more accurate vision 

Bring your whole body and soul into submission 

Banish every doubt of the Father's existence 

By a Word from the Spirit, conquer resistance ... 

https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/jeremiah-lamentations/work-related-themes-in-the-book-of-jeremiah/slaves-set-free-jeremiah-34
https://www.fbcwiggins.org/is-slavery-in-the-bible/
https://www.kansascity.com/news/special-reports/article238206754.html


Be a servant of God, not a slave of desire 

You heart will be happy; your load will be lighter ...  

Obey his instruction without any grumbling 

It will help you to grow and keep you from stumbling 

You will sing with joy 'cause you're filled with the Spirit 

The work that you do through his grace will have merit 

As your body grows old, your strength won't diminish 

Every oak that is planted in Jesus will flourish 

Responding to the News 

1. If you believe you are a victim of human trafficking or may have information about a potential 

trafficking situation, please check out these resources, contact the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children, or the National Human Trafficking Resource Center for more resources as well as a 

hotline which is available to answer calls from anywhere in the country, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 

every day of the year in more than 200 languages, at  1-888-373-7888 (TTY: 711 or Text HELP or INFO to 

BeFree at 233733). If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, please call 911. 

2. This might be a good time to review and/or update your denomination's or local church's policy 

statements or recommended action steps on the issue of human trafficking.   

3. You may want to explore faith-based, non-governmental, educational and law enforcement anti-

trafficking efforts in your own community and around the world. Here is one list of agencies working on 

the issue globally to get you started. Where might you and your church connect with such efforts in a 

productive way? 

4. You might wish to plan special times of prayer to end slavery and human trafficking. You could include 

one of the 12 prayers in this blog each month as a prayer emphasis in your worship service, service 

bulletin or church newsletter. Or you could click on this link for five points to guide your personal or 

corporate prayer for action, prevention, protection, restoration and justice. 

5. At this link, you can find a list of works of fiction and nonfiction that can give you more insight into the 

subject of human trafficking. 

Prayer 

O God, who delivered the Hebrew slaves from Egypt, we pray for the liberation and healing of the 

millions of people caught in the web of human trafficking today. Root out the greed, lovelessness, lust 

and pride that fuel mistreatment of the most vulnerable among us. Open the eyes of those who enable 

slavers and convict the hearts of traffickers, that they might repent and seek to make amends for their 

actions. Protect, strengthen, guide and encourage those involved in the rescue and rehabilitation of 

https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/resources
http://www.missingkids.com/
http://www.missingkids.com/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/05/world/anti-trafficking-organizations-around-the-world/index.html
http://rachbaxter.com/12prayers/2016/10/30/12-prayers-to-end-human-trafficking
https://www.worldvision.org/child-protection-news-stories/pray-end-human-trafficking
https://sf-hrc.org/what-human-trafficking


human trafficking victims, that they would find powerful allies on earth as well as in heaven, that many 

victories over exploitation might be won, and justice might be established. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
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