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Global Citizen is a non-profit organization dedicated to ongoing civic engagement 

among diverse groups through volunteering, education, community building, service 

learning, economic opportunity, leadership development and dialogue. 

Global Citizen brings together people of all ages and backgrounds to foster active 

citizenship, civic responsibility, and social justice that results in breaking down barriers, 

building understanding, and cultivating ongoing, diverse partnerships. 

Global Citizen programs include the annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther 

King Day of Service, the largest King Day event in the nation, and year-round 

initiatives whose focus includes poverty, homelessness, literacy, empowering at-risk 

young people, race relations, public health, safety, digital inclusion, veterans, energy 

and the environment. 

The 22nd annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service drew 

more than 145,000 participants last January, who volunteered in some 1,800 projects 

throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware. The 23rd annual Greater 

Philadelphia King Day of Service will take place on Monday, January 15, 2018. 

Other Global Citizen programs: 

 Community volunteering   

 Community partnership-building 

 Back to school supplies drive 

 Neighbors in Action Community Leadership Workshops 

 Service Clubs – service learning curriculum 

 Quarterly conversations on race, class, and power 

 Mission365: Connecting Military and Civilian Service on the Home Front 

About Global Citizen Our Team About Global Citizen 
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Our Team 

Todd Bernstein, Founder and President 

Years of public service in politics and government led Todd to found Global Citizen in 1995, with a 

mission to promote sustainable civic engagement that brings together people of all backgrounds and 

ages to solve pressing community challenges. He is founder and director of the annual Greater 

Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service, which he helped create nationally in 1994 with 

Pennsylvania U. S. Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman John Lewis. Todd has led the 

annual King Day of Service from a local Philadelphia project that first drew one thousand volunteers 

in 1996 to a growing regional and national movement, with more than 145,000 volunteering locally 

and 1,800 projects in 2017, and millions more serving across the nation.  

Campbell Bird, Director of Programs and Partnerships 

Campbell is a graduate of the University of Virginia with multiple years of experience in youth 

development and community programming throughout the Greater Philadelphia Area. While in 

school, Campbell acted as the Arts and Entertainment editor for the student-run newspaper—The 

Cavalier Daily—and was involved in several community-building organizations. At Global Citizen, 

Campbell is the lead planner of the Martin Luther King Day of Service Signature Site event at Girard 

College. Campbell also provides strategic leadership and development to the programs of Global 

Citizen.  

Alanna DiGioia, Community Partnerships Co-op 

Alanna is a current senior at Drexel University with a major in Political Science and a minor in 

Science, Technology, and Society. She serves as the Vice President of Membership Education for 

her sorority and is also a member of several other campus organizations, including Pi Sigma Alpha 

Political Science Honors Society and Dragons for Excellence and Inspiration. As a volunteer for 

groups such as Special Olympics, Alanna hopes to work in the field of disability rights and has 

focused much of her studies on the subject. Through her six-month co-op at Global Citizen, she 

hopes to become a more engaged citizen of Philadelphia and to gain more knowledge and skills 

within the world of nonprofit organizations.  

Tiffany Smith, Outreach and Programs Manager 

Tiffany is a graduate of Haverford College, where she first began to explore public health. During her 

time there, she served as a Center for Peace and Global Citizenship international intern, an 

Ambassadors of Multicultural Affairs Committee member, and acted as co-head of Womyn of Color. 

With Global Citizen, Tiffany manages the portfolio of initiatives that engage volunteers, nonprofit 

organizations, and other community partners in service and other civic engagement activities, 

including the Martin Luther King Day of Service; One King Day, One King Book literacy program; 

Ongoing Volunteer Program, Service Clubs, and others. Tiffany also manages Global Citizen’s 

online communications and social media platforms.  
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CO—CHAIRS 

Clarence Armbrister 
President, Girard College 

Bonnie Camarda 
President, Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia 

Jim Cawley 
President and CEO, United Way of Greater 
Philadelphia & Southern New Jersey 

Ida Chen 
Judge, Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 

David Cohen 
Senior Executive Vice President, 
Comcast Corporation 

Ed Hazzouri 
Chairman, Hazzouri & Associates 

William Hite 
Superintendent, School District of Philadelphia 

Mayor Jim Kenney 
City of Philadelphia 

Sharmain Matlock-Turner 
President and CEO, Urban Affairs Coalition 

Richard Ross 
Commissioner, Philadelphia Police Department 

Adam Thiel 
Commissioner, Philadelphia Fire Department 

Rev. Dr. Alyn E. Waller 
Senior Pastor, Enon Tabernacle Baptist 
Church 

Senator Harris Wofford 
Co-founder, National Martin Luther King Day of 
Service 

Co-Chairs 
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King Day of Service Statistics 

* * 

*Based on the Independent Sector’s analysis of volunteer service value for PA in 2015 
Page 7



 

 

* 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Page 8



 

 

Kick-Off 
On January 4, 2017 organizers, elected officials, sponsors and 

community partners joined together for a news conference at 

Girard College to announce plans for the 22nd annual Greater 

Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service.  

 
The Girard College Lower School choir kicked off the event with 

civil rights songs. The news conference included remarks by 

Philadelphia mayor and co-chair, Jim Kenney, and the unveiling 

of a dramatic King Day of Service mural painted by students from 

five area schools.  

 
The Mural Arts Philadelphia led the annual project in which each 

school created a 5’ x 6’ canvas mural focusing on the theme of 

civil rights and education and an article that Dr. King wrote for 

the Maroon Tiger, the Morehouse College student newspaper, 

about the purpose of education. 

 
After completing the murals in late December, the panels were 

attached to form a single, panoramic 30’ x 5’ mural. The mural 

was displayed at Girard College for the King Day of Service. 

Participating schools and the Mural Arts Philadelphia artists who 

worked with the students were: 

  
1. Rosa International Middle School, Camden 

County, NJ - Parris Stancell 
2. Girard College, Philadelphia - Nathaniel Lee 
3. Al-Aqsa Islamic Academy, Philadelphia - 

Jasmine Alleger 
4. The Woodlynde School, Chester County, Pa. - 

James Burns 
5. Greene Street Friends School, Philadelphia - 

Lauren Donellan 
 

Mayor Kenney, presented Mary Strasser with the 19th annual 

Harris Wofford Active Citizenship Award for her work with the 

Mayor’s Office of Education on the City of Philadelphia’s new 

Pre-K initiative. Under this new program, 6,500 locally-funded, 

quality pre-K seats will be created over a five year period. Mary 

was also an instrumental partner in the development of the 2017 

King Day of Service signature project, where Global Citizen, the 

Mayor’s Office of Education, and the Free Library of 

Philadelphia’s Read by 4th campaign constructed and delivered 

book nooks to pre-K providers and small businesses across the 

city. 
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King Day of Service Opening Ceremony 
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A Day On, Not A Day Off 

A national record 145,000 people of all ages and 

backgrounds volunteered throughout Pennsylvania, New 

Jersey, and Delaware in the 22nd annual Greater 

Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service. The theme 

across the region was educational justice and early 

childhood education. 

 

Among 1,800 projects, Girard College hosted the area’s 

signature event with some 5,000 volunteers. The kick-off 

ceremony included Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney, First 

Lady of Pennsylvania Frances Wolf, Philadelphia Police 

Commissioner Richard Ross, Philadelphia Fire 

Commissioner Adam Thiel, School District of Philadelphia 

Superintendent Bill Hite, Girard College President Clarence 

Armbrister, sponsors and co-chairs. 

 

Highlighting more than one hundred projects, workshops, 

and presentations at Girard College signature project site 

were more than one hundred volunteers supporting The 

Free Library of Philadelphia’s Read by 4th campaign by 

constructing book nooks (book shelves) to create mini-

libraries at local businesses where adults take their children, 

including barbershops, nail salons, and laundromats. 

 

Volunteers from PECO sorted clothing for low-income 

people seeking employment. The clothing was donated by 

Men’s Wearhouse. Stop Hunger Now engaged volunteers in 

a project where volunteers assembled 25,000 meals that 

was shipped to a nonprofit partner in Mozambique. 

Philabundance led volunteers in sorting and packing food 

that was donated to people in need through area nonprofit 

organizations. 

 

The 6th annual Jobs and Opportunity Fair included five 

hundred prospective employees choosing among twenty-six 

local employers and AmeriCorps national service programs. 

Target offered soft skills consulting advice, including resume 

writing, interviewing skills, and how to navigate a jobs fair. 

 

Global Citizen, Points of Light, Urban Affairs Coalition, 

Sunoco, United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern 
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New Jersey, the Knight Foundation, The Philadelphia 

Foundation, and PECO presented a Civic Engagement 

Expo, which provided information on the mission and work of 

dozens of local community organizations and opportunities 

to volunteer throughout the year. 

 

Johnson & Johnson Consumer Inc. presented a Health and 

Wellness Fair featuring a CPR training and dozens of 

organizations providing expert advice, testing, and screening 

in areas including cholesterol, hypertension, diabetes, sickle 

cell anemia, HIV/AIDS, nutrition, eating disorders and 

fitness. 

 

Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church presented a Kid’s Carnival 

for children ages of 5-12, which included reading stories 

about Dr. King, I Have A Dream mobile-making, a 

demonstration of voting machines used in real elections, 

skits on Dr. King and civil rights and entertainment. 

 

Thousands of students throughout the area read books as 

part of the seventh annual One King Day, One King Book 

program to encourage children to read, write, and discuss 

essays about Dr. King. Children submitted essays and each 

received a King Day of Service certificate. 

 

A dramatic King Day of Service mural painted by students 

from five area schools were on display, along with student 

murals from the past twenty years. Mural Arts Philadelphia 

led the annual project in which each school created a 5’ x 6’ 

canvas mural focused on “The Purpose of Education,” the 

subject of an article Dr. King wrote in 1947 as a student for 

the Morehouse College newspaper. 

 

The Greater Philadelphia King Day of Service continued a 

partnership with the Philadelphia Orchestra, who performed 

their 27th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert as 

the concluding event at Girard College. 

 

Projects were held at hundreds of Philadelphia public 

schools and other schools throughout the region. Volunteers 

beautified Philadelphia Parks and Recreation centers. The 

Philadelphia Fire Department organized neighborhood 
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outreach projects on fire safety through all sixty-three fire 

stations. Habitat for Humanity volunteers renovated houses 

throughout the area. 

 

Other King Day of Service volunteers prepared food at 

homeless shelters and distributed meals to homebound 

seniors, organized health fairs and legal clinics, and 

performed plays about Dr. King and his principles of 

nonviolent social change. 

 

Among the 1,800 projects throughout the region: 

 

Philadelphia, PA 

 The Philadelphia Fire Department engaged 

some 1,500 volunteers through all sixty-three 

fire stations. 

 Dozens of City parks and recreation centers 

hosted service projects. 

 Greene Street Friends School students and their 

families volunteered in ten community projects, 

including collecting and sorting clothing for 

Cradles to Crayons, packing toiletry bags for a 

Mennonite church, and having discussions on 

diversity.  

Montgomery County, PA  

 Students and their families from the French 

International School stuffed backpacks with 

donated school supplies and wrote letters in 

French for delivery to an orphanage in Haiti.  

 Abington Friends School students made meals, 

baked cookies, sewed blankets, assembled 

winter comfort kits and worked with the elderly. 

Bucks County, PA 

 Volunteers from the United Way of Bucks 

County sorted donated books and distributed 

them to schools, childcare facilities, and 

shelters. 

 

A Day On, Not A Day Off 
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 Students from United Friends School served in 

nearly two dozen projects, including cleaning 

and beautifying a childcare center for 

underserved children. 

Delaware County, PA 

 Members of the First African Baptist Church 

organized and sorted canned goods for a food 

cupboard, distributed smoke detectors, 

flashlights, & batteries to the community, and 

distributed care packages to sick and disabled 

individuals. 

 The City of Chester led projects, including 

packing care packages that were distributed at 

local shelters and creating public art that was 

installed at local organizations. Other activities 

included musical performances, presentations 

about Dr. King at local community based 

organizations, and a health resource fair. 

Chester County, PA 

 Cheney University students made crafts, served 

lunch, and played games with seniors.  

 Volunteers with the Interfaith Center of Greater 

Philadelphia worked with the Islamic Society of 

Chester County to organize a food drive in the 

spring. 

Other Projects In Pennsylvania 

 RSVP of the Capital Region volunteers in 

Harrisburg collected books and distributed them 

to Central Pennsylvania young people 

participating in extra curricular reading 

programs. 

 Volunteers with the United Way of Lancaster 

County in Lancaster cleaned and painted at 

several locations. 

 The Crispus Attucks Association in York hosted 

multiple projects throughout the city, including 

cleaning streets, beautifying buildings, packing 
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lunches and visiting nursing homes.  

 Corps members from the STEP AmeriCorps 

program in Williamsport prepared and served 

meals, beautified parks and restocked a food 

cupboard. 

 Students from Mt. Aloysius College in Cresson 

organized a clothing drive benefitting low-

income families and people interviewing for jobs.  

Camden County, NJ 

 Volunteers sorted and boxed food for the Food 

Bank of South Jersey. 

 Gloucester Township Public Schools students 

sorted and distributed donated clothing, 

translated local phone catalogs for migrant 

workers, took CPR training, and recycled and 

sorted books to be boxed, shipped and made 

available to those in need. 

Burlington County, NJ 

 Tabernacle Baptist Church volunteers served 

meals at Quest Food Pantry and created cards 

for residents of nursing homes. 

 Twin Hills Elementary School students painted, 

cleaned-up, and collected items for a food 

pantry and an animal shelter. 

Atlantic County, NJ 

 Students from Stockton University volunteered 

in more than thirty projects, including collecting 

non-perishable goods campus-wide that were 

donated to those in need. 

State of Delaware 

 Volunteers from Parkway Avenue North in 

Wilmington cleaned an eight-block area, 

including abandoned lots. 

 Delaware Alliance for Community Advancement 

volunteers painted their community center. 

A Day On, Not A Day Off 
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One King Day, One King Book 

One King Day, One King Book is a Global Citizen literacy initiative that helps 
students increase their understanding of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy 
through reading and critical thinking activities. 

Students in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware in grades K-12 read and 
discuss books based on grade level. Students then write and submit essays 
reflecting on the themes and concepts emphasized within each book. Prizes are 
awarded to students whose essays exemplify a strong understanding of Dr. 
King’s life and work. Every classroom or group that read and entered a
submission by January 31 received a King Day of Service certificate.  

One King Day, One King Book Selections 
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One King Day, One King Book 
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More than fifty King Day of Service sponsors: Global Citizen, United 
Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, Urban Affairs 
Coalition, Girard College, Points of Light, Target, Enon Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Inc., Comcast, 
Vanguard, Wells Fargo, Sunoco, American Marketing, City of 
Philadelphia, The Philadelphia Foundation, FS Investments, Lincoln 
Financial Foundation, The Free Library of Philadelphia, Drexel 
University, IKEA, Home Depot, Knight Foundation, Men’s Wearhouse, 
School District of 
Philadelphia, Stop 
Hunger Now, Temple 
University, Gateway 
Health Plan, 
Philabundance, The 
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, 
Independence Blue 
Cross, Beverage 
Association of 
Philadelphia, 
Aramark, Cozen 
O’Connor, Reading 
Terminal Market, 
Reading Terminal Merchants Association, Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Ready Willing and Able, PECO, Al-Aqsa Islamic Society, Saul Ewing 
LLP, Philadelphia Media Network, Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO, i-
Heart Media, Urban League of Philadelphia, Mural Arts Philadelphia, 
Corporation for National and Community Service, High Point Café, 
Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations, Spikes, Material 
Culture, PennSERVE: The Governor’s Office of Citizen Service, Cecil B. 
Moore Philadelphia Freedom Fighters and City Year Greater 
Philadelphia. 

THANK 

YOU 

SPONSORS 
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Year-Round  

Volunteering Program    

Page 40



Conversations on Race, Class, and Power 

Global Citizen’s continuing conversation series on race, class, and power included the 8th annual Beer 

Summit and the 9th annual Bridge Walk for Peace. 

8th Annual Beer Summit: A Conversation on Race, Class, and Power  

Following the July 2009 arrest of Harvard professor, Henry Louis Gates, on the front porch of his 

home by Cambridge Police Sergeant, James Crowley, President Obama invited the two men to 

the White House for a meeting over beer to discuss the incident. At the same time in Philadelphia, 

Global Citizen organized its first annual Beer Summit for concerned citizens to gather and discuss the 

complexity of race relations in our city and throughout the nation.  

Last July, some 100 community members met at Reading Terminal Market for the 8th annual Beer Summit 

to discuss race in America during the Obama Presidency. 
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8th Annual Bridge Walk for Peace 

Global Citizen partnered with Rev. David Brown to commemorate the 49th anniversary of the assassination of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a sunrise walk across the Benjamin Franklin Bridge, followed by a discussion on 

working for peace in our communities. 

On April 4, members of the faith and service community walked across the Ben Franklin Bridge at sunrise in 

remembrance of Dr. King and discussed the various ways engaged citizens can reduce violence in Philadelphia 

and throughout America.  

 

Conversations on Race, Class, and Power 
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Neighbors in Action Workshops 

Global Citizen’s Neighbors in Action Workshop Program, in partnership with the United Way of Greater 

Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, offered participants the opportunity to discuss best practices for 

service project development, volunteer management, how to engage local communities to foster 

sustainable civic engagement activities and provided assistance for King Day of Service planning.  

Workshops were conducted for community partners, including the Greater Norristown Police Athletic 

League, Repair the World, Cathedral Kitchen, and the Urban Affairs Coalition.  

This series of community leadership workshops allowed Global Citizen to expand its network of partners 

and create volunteer capacity-building systems for organizations interested in strengthening their ability to 

engage community members.  

Global Citizen tracked the number of projects organized by workshop attendees and collected their 

project outcomes data, including the number of projects, participants, and feedback on any challenges 

presented.  

“I believe a positive foundation was started in today’s workshop — on which 

we can begin to build and plan how to better serve, support, educate, and im-

prove the quality of life in our families, schools and communities.”   

     — Belle Myers, Solid Rock Baptist Church 
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Neighbors in Action Workshops 

Of the 178 participants, 82% or 146 of those participants registered a project for the 22nd Annual Greater 

Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service. As a result, more than 150 projects were planned by Neighbors 

in Action Workshop and Webinar attendees, engaging 3,856 volunteers across Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 

Delaware.  

146 Project Coordinators 

151 Registered Projects 

3, 856 Volunteers Engaged 

One hundred seventy eight community members from the tri-state area participated in 

Global Citizen’s Neighbors in Action Workshops and Webinars.  
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Year-Round Volunteer Program 

Global Citizen’s Year-Round Volunteer Program included partnerships with Books through Bars, Cradles to 

Crayons, Chosen 300 Ministries, It’s Not Your Fault, Greensgrow Farms, Philadelphia Department of Parks 

and Recreation, Camden Clock Chasers, Philly Free Streets, Historic Fair Hill, and the Philadelphia Streets 

Department. 

Participants included residents, families, students, corporate employees and communities of faith. As a 

result, more than 218 volunteers were engaged in service over a total of 47 hours.  

Books Through Bars Packathons 

Books Through Bars sends free books to people who are incarcerated in PA, NJ, MD, VA, NY, and WV. 

Volunteers read letters, match people's requests with books from the Books Through Bars library, and 

package books to be sent. Global Citizen volunteers helped package books three times this year.  

Cradles to Crayons Giving Factory  

Cradles to Crayons provides children from birth through age 12, living in homeless or low-income situations, 

with the essential items they need to thrive – at home, at school, and at play. Cradles to Crayons collects 

new and gently used children’s items through grassroots community giving, corporate drives, and donations. 

KidPacks – each containing a week’s worth of everyday essentials – are distributed by more than 275 

human service agencies to low-income and homeless children living in the Philadelphia region. Volunteers 

from our year-round volunteer program completed tasks include cleaning and testing toys, inspecting 

clothing for rips and stains, sorting books by age categories, and matching up outfits for clothing packs. 
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American Lung Association’s Lung Force Walk 

Global Citizen joined the American Lung Association in the fight against lung cancer. The walk engaged families, 

community organizations and corporations in a celebration that brings education and awareness to the 35 million 

Americans who suffer from asthma, lung cancer and other lung diseases, while raising money to support life-saving 

research. Volunteers helped with registration, T-Shirt distribution, passport/educations stations, concessions, and acted 

as cheerleaders for the participants. 

Philadelphia READS Reading Olympics 

In 2003, Philadelphia READS began a city-wide reading competition for students in grades 4-8. Teams of students 

collectively read a list of books and practiced answering questions about them. Global Citizen volunteers supported the 

Reading Olympics at Drexel University by acting as moderators and scorekeepers for the competition. Volunteers were 

also invited to stay for the awards ceremony.  

Mount Zion Baptist Church’s 7th Annual Community Day 

Mount Zion Baptist Church of Holmesburg hosted their 7th Annual Community Day. The event is a way for the church 

to provide support to their local community. Volunteers helped with a variety of activities, including supervising 

children’s activities, equipment setup, and serving food.  

Special Events 
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Year-Round Volunteer Program 

Chosen 300 Ministries Meal Service 

The mission of Chosen 300 Ministries is to bring people of different membership groups together; helping 

them to realize that--despite their differences in race, ethnic group, denomination, social class, economic 

classes, or the diverse ways they practice their faith--everyone can unify themselves for the common 

good. Volunteers from Global Citizen supported Chosen 300’s mission by preparing food, setting up, 

breaking down, and serving meals to people experiencing homelessness.  

Philly Free Streets 

Philly Free Streets is a new, family-friendly initiative of the Philadelphia Streets Department that closes city 

streets to vehicular traffic and invites neighbors to socialize, bike, walk, play, and engage in pop-up 

activities. Philly Free Streets events promote active transportation (walking and biking), healthy lifestyles, 

and learning. During the inaugural Philly Free Streets day, volunteers served as the cheerleaders and 

information centers of Philly Free Streets and helped manage participants at intersections that were open 

to traffic along the route. 

Greensgrow Farms Earth Day Celebration 

Global Citizen volunteers got their hands dirty at Greensgrow Farms for Earth Day! The day started with 

breakfast at 9 AM, then participants headed to Hackett Elementary School, where they built a floral 

gateway and beautified nearby street corners. After lunch, they finished the project and placed the 

gateway at the intersection of three Philadelphia neighborhoods. 
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Building Respect in Communities: Youth Peace Olympics 

The Youth Peace Olympics (YPO) is dedicated to helping young people bring home a championship by taking part in 

sports, art, drama, and music, and coaching geared toward enriching, healthy living, and curbing violence. There are 

three training sessions on conflict resolution, peace, non-violence, and character building that take place the summer 

leading up to the YPO games. Volunteers from Global Citizen assisted with registration, training sessions, set up, break 

down, food service and monitoring children.  

Allegheny Avenue Arts Fest 

The Georgia E. Gregory Interdenominational School of Music (GEGISOM) and Thankful and Zion Baptist Church, in 

partnership with Global Citizen, held the second annual Allegheny Avenue Arts Fest. The Arts Fest showcased 

community members young and old in music, dance, art, and spoken word. Volunteers monitored vendors, helped with 

crowd control, assisted with act assignments and locations, monitored children’s activities and helped with food 

distribution.  

Building Respect in Communities: Peace Awards 

Following the Youth Peace Olympics, Building Respect in Communities hosts the Peace Awards, honoring participants 

who completed all portions of their trainings. Volunteers again assisted with registration, monitoring children, set up, 

break down and food service.  

Special Events 

Thanksgiving Meal Service with the African Daughters of Fine Lineage 

Each year the African Daughters of Fine Lineage host an event at the Municipal Service's Building where 

people experiencing homelessness are invited to have a hot meal and receive care packages of donated 

items and non-perishable food. Global Citizen volunteers spent the day setting -up, distributing more than 600 

hot meals, and distributing care packages. Volunteers also donated items, including underwear, socks, hats, 

scarves, snacks and soda.  

Ian-Yae’s in Touch—Miracle on 26th Street 

Ian-Yae's In Touch hosted their annual community Christmas event. There was a toy and infant snowsuit giveaway, 

food, music, face painting, performance and even pictures with Santa. Volunteers from our year-round volunteer 

program helped decorate the space, assisted with sign-in, led arts and crafts projects, served food, distributed toys and 

coats, played games with the children, and cleaned up.  
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Year-Round Volunteer Program 

Love Your Park Service Days 

Global Citizen, in partnership with Friends of Sherwood Park, Friends of Clark Park, and the Philadelphia 

Department of Parks & Recreation participated in city-wide park cleanups in the spring and fall. Volunteers 

performed general park clean up, painting, raking leaves, mulching, planting bulbs, and weeding at the two 

parks.  

Camden Clock Chasers’ Chasing Dreams 5K 

Camden Clock Chasers, a non-profit organization empowering youth through track and field, held their first 

annual Chasing Dreams 5K Run/Walk. Volunteers directed runners/walkers along the course route, handed 

out water at water stations, assisted with participant registration, and gave out goodie bags after the race.  

Historic Fair Hill Harvest Festival 

In support of Philadelphia Orchard Week, Global Citizen recruited volunteers for the Harvest Festival at 

Historic Fair Hill, a 300+ year-old Quaker Burial Ground in North Philadelphia. Volunteers helped to 

transplant strawberries and raspberries, and plant blueberries, persimmons, and more in this sacred space. 

After finishing the garden work, volunteers were invited to enjoy the rest of the festival.  

School Supplies Drive 

Global Citizen, in partnership with 900AM-WURD, Philadelphia Media Network, African American Museum 

in Philadelphia and Home Depot, collected school supplies to be donated to students in resource-stressed 

Philadelphia public schools. Volunteers got together at Gideon School to sort and pack the donations. 
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Camden City Day of Service 8.20.16 

 

Camden citizens and other volunteers participated in various community service activities throughout the city and took 

a proactive role in the improvement and upkeep of neighborhoods. The day of service included trash pick-up, graffiti 

removal, creating/upkeeping community gardening, as well as other random acts of kindness for the elderly.  

All volunteers and visitors then joined together for a "Wake-up Rally and Cookout," where there was live entertainment, 

games, food, and dynamic speakers who brought to light the need for leadership and action from within the community 

and among ts residents.  

Special Events 
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Mission365 

 

Mission365 has four primary goals: 1) Engage veterans in community leadership and service on the 

home front 2) Serve the military community by connecting veterans, active duty military, and military 

families to services across Philadelphia 3) Increase the engagement of veterans, active duty military, 

and military families in community service 4) Connect military veterans and civilians in volunteer 

service.  
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Job Readiness Program Empowering Veterans 

“If  I had one thing to say to my fellow Americans, it would be this: Continue to 

serve, even though we have taken off  our uniforms. No matter how great or small 

your service is, it is desired and needed by the world we live in today.”  

        - Clay Grant 

  

Approximately 

250,000  
Service members 

leave the military 

each year 

Every year, recently separated service members return to their communities, bringing with them a 

valuable skillset, and a unique collection of experience and perspectives which makes them great 

resources.  

Mission365 has developed ongoing partnerships with organizations that engage and empower military 

veterans to utilize their unique set of skills, and serve a purpose greater than themselves. We have 

worked closely with The Mission Continues, the Veterans Group, Team Rubicon, the Travis Manion 

Foundation Team Red, White & Blue. 

Global Citizen’s Veterans in Action Workshop Program, in partnership with the United Way of Greater 

Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, provides veterans with an opportunity to share and discuss 

potential service project ideas, volunteer management, project operations and perform outreach to garner 

support for these developing civic engagement opportunities.  

In July 2016, Mission365 hosted a Veterans in Action Workshop at Volunteers of America’s Home for the 

Brave, a 30-bed housing program for veterans experiencing homelessness. Thirty-seven veterans 

participated, brainstorming potential service projects using the resources available at Volunteers of 

America. That following September, 30 veterans from the Veterans Multi-Service Center composed their 

own civic engagement initiatives, and discussed the ways in which they could utilize Global Citizen as a 

resource.  
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Mission365 Service Projects 

Medal of Honor Grove Cleanup  

The Medal of Honor Grove is a 53 

acre natural woodland proudly 

maintained by the Friends of the 

Medal of Honor Grove. An acre of 

woodland is designated for each of 

the 50 states plus Puerto Rico and 

the District of Columbia. 

Mission365 volunteers cleaned and 

beautified the grove, in honor of 

those recognized with our nation’s 

highest award for valor. 

Delaware Valley Vietnam Veterans Donald W. Jones 31st Flag Memorial 

More than 65,000 flags, each planted in the ground of the memorial by loved ones, represent every 

American killed or missing in action in Vietnam. The flags are planted in the shape of the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. Volunteers from Mission365 helped paint and plant flags 

in honor of the veterans of all wars.  

Stand Down of South Jersey 

Mission365 volunteers helped 

serve veterans experiencing 

homelessness at the Veterans 

Stand Down of South Jersey. 

The Cherry Hill Stand Down 

event provides services to 

homeless veterans including 

shelter, meals, clothing and 

medical attention. 

Page 54



Mission365 Service Projects 

Classroom Cleanout with The Mission Continues 

Volunteers from Misson365 supported The Mission Continues with a Classroom Clean-Out. Over 

seventy energized and motivated volunteers turned out to lend a helping hand at Thomas Edison High 

School. Community partners prepped, cleaned and painted two, three-story stairwells, adorned the 

school's lobby with beautiful signs and cleaned out two derelict storage areas to make way for after 

school activities and partner learning areas. 

SMBC Welcome Home Service Days  

The Second Brigade Motorcycle Club hosts monthly “Welcome Home” events for veterans experiencing 

homelessness. They help veterans continue on their journey towards recovery and independence by 

giving out clothing, hygiene products, and other essential items. Mission365 volunteers provided 

assistance to these events. 

Chaplain Service Community Clergy Training Conference 

The Chaplain Service Community Clergy Training Conference purpose is to familiarize local community 

clergy with VA resources in order to address veterans issues including PTSD and moral injury. 

Mission365 volunteers assisted with registration and sign-in, greeted guests, and distributed program 

materials and literature.  
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Volunteer Events 
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