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Sergeant Garcia La Calle’s Hawker Fury in action against 
Nationalist Fiat CR-32s over Toledo on 31st August 
1936 during the Spanish Civil War.   The Hawker Fury 
was the last of Hawker’s biplane fighters, and probably 
the most elegant.   

Republican Aces
of the Spanish 

Civil War

REPUBLICAN ACES OF THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR
Acrylic on board, 15” x 11”, 2011
Artist’s collection

FIAT CR-32 ACES
Acrylic on board, 15” x 11”, 2010
In the collection of Egidio Gavazzi
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Leutnant Rudolf Goy of 3.J/88 scored three victories in 
Spain and went on to fly with II./JG 53. This painting 
shows Goy in action in his Messerschmitt Bf109D on the 
19th July 1938 during the Nationalist offensive towards 
the Mediterranean, between Segorbe and Viver, just east 
of Valencia, south-eastern Spain. 

OK so here’s a little secret.  When working on these 
Osprey covers, time is usually tight and certainly too 
tight for me to make a model of the background aircraft.  
As such, when I need a quick angle on an aircraft such 
as the I-16 Rata pictured here and on the opposite page 
in the CR-32 Aces cover art, I tend to dig out my old 
favourite photos and work from them.  If you study the 
two Ratas in these two paintings, you’ll notice that the 
angle is exactly the same, as it’s taken from the same 
photo source.  Now that you know the secret,  look out for 
an Albatros DV that has been shot down in at least three 
of my Osprey covers, although I’m thankful to say only 
one of them appears in this book!

Aces of the 
Legion Condor

ACES OF THE LEGION CONDOR
Acrylic on board, 15” x 11”, 2010

Artist’s collection



32



33

World War II
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Daylight over Brest
 
Sgt Peter McDermott and his 144 Squadron Hampden crew battle through fierce flak 
over Brest, 24th December 1941.  They were sent on a near suicide mission to bomb 
the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau in broad daylight over one of the most heavily defended 
ports in Europe.  Despite being extensively damaged, they managed to get home.

Wing Commander Peter McDermott told me the incredible story of this raid when I 
was writing my book Hampden Squadrons in Focus.  A few years later, Nick Stroud at 
Aeroplane magazine asked me if I knew any good Hampden stories for a piece of cover 
art and I instantly thought of this one.  I went ahead and produced the painting opposite 
and sent a scan to the magazine and a print to Wg Cdr McDermott for his approval.  
The following day I received a phone call to say that Peter had died the day before my 
letter arrived.

 
A Hampden crew of 50 Squadron search in vain for their home airfield at Waddington 
in the low lying early morning mist.  With their fuel about to run out, they eventually 
managed to put the aircraft down in a field not far from the airfield.

RUNNING OUT OF OPTIONS
Acrylic on canvas, 16” x 12”, 2010
In the collection of  David Layne

Running out of Options
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DAYLIGHT OVER BREST
Acrylic on board, 20” x 12”, 2009

In the collection of  Dave Robinson
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Gladiators of the Norwegian Army Air Force engage Messerschmitt Bf110s of ZG76 south of 
Oslo, early on the morning of 9th April 1940. Sersjant Schye flying Gladiator 427 managed 
to bring down the Bf110 of Uffz. Mutschele before being shot down himself moments later.  
Schye put his smoking Gladiator down onto a frozen lake but ended up overshooting into a 
nearby field.  He escaped with minor injuries.  In the background, Heinkel He111s head north 
to bomb targets in the Oslo area.

In preparation for this 
painting I read all the 
available accounts of the 
Norwegian pilots who 
went up on this momentous 
morning to face the German 
onslaught.  I had already 
painted the sinking of the 
Blücher which took place 
a few hours before so I had 
a good feel for the weather 
conditions on the day.

I then prepared these three 
sketches for the Norwegian 
clients to consider.   
I preferred the rear view of 
the Gladiator as it showed 
the Norwegian colours on 
the rudder and upper wings.  
In the end I think I preferred 
sketch A as it had a bit more 
movement in it but the client 
leant towards sketch C.  As 
you can see, the final result 
ended up being a bit of both!

Oslo Defenders

OSLO DEFENDERS
Acrylic on linen, 42” x 24”, 2006

In the collection of  The Norwegian Armed Forces
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SURPRISE ATTACK
Acrylic on linen, 42” x 24”, 2007
In the collection of  The Norwegian Armed Forces
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At the end of May 1940, the German invasion of Norway was reaching ever further north. Hurricanes of 46 Squadron 
had been hurriedly shipped north and were now based at Bardufoss, north of Narvik.   On the afternoon of 28th May, 
three Hurricanes led by the New Zealander Flight Lieutenant Pat Jameson were on a routine patrol just north of Narvik 
when they spotted two German seaplanes hidden deep in Rombaksfjord.  The seaplanes, both rare Dornier 26s, had 
just landed to offload German mountain troops and arms into the area and were now totally vulnerable to attack. 
‘Seeadler’ (P5+AH WNr.0791) and ‘Seemöwe’ (P5+CH WNr.0793), were attacked repeatedly and both aircraft were 
sunk in situ.
Just two weeks later, this tranquil fjord again echoed to the sound of war as during the second Battle of Narvik, the 
German destroyer Georg Thiele ran aground just behind the far Do26’s port wingtip.

I’ve been painting Norwegian history for nearly 20 years now and this was one combat I had always wanted to do.  
The Dornier 26 was such a rare but good looking aircraft and to be able to paint it in a spectacular Norwegian fjord 
was just too good an opportunity to miss!

I took my wife and 5 year old daughter up to Narvik for the research trip and with the help of a Norwegian friend 
we trekked along the steep wooded side of Rombaksfjord until we came to the wreck of the Georg Thiele.  It was a 
spectacular sight and remarkable in that it lay only a few hundred meters from the last resting place of the two Do26s.  
I took plenty of reference photos whilst Kasia threw stones into the water around the wreck.  (A few years afterwards, 
the wreck crashed back down into the water and we have convinced Kasia that it was her stones that did it!)  We then 
trekked back and visited the Narvik War Museum where pieces of Seeadler are on display.  It’s well worth a visit if 
you’re ever in the area.

Taking off from Bardufoss on the way home, we flew over Narvik and as you can imagine, although my body was sitting 
in a comfortable MD83, my imagination was at the controls of a Hurricane looking out for enemy aircraft!

Below; My wife Asia and daughter Kasia next to the George Thiele in 2004.  The painting’s viewpoint is located from 
approximately where the yellow cross is looking back towards the camera.  Kasia appears to have just realised that 
we’ve got to walk another 2hrs back in the opposite direction!

Surprise Attack

X
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FIRST VICTORY
Acrylic on linen, 34” x 18”, 2011
In the collection of  Richard Kornicki
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On 30th August 1940, pilots of 303 (Polish) 
Squadron were on a routine training sortie, still 
frustratedly kicking their heels and waiting for 
Fighter Command to allow them to enter the 
Battle of Britain, when one of the pilots spotted a 
formation of enemy bombers.  Without hesitating 
he broke away to intercept, despite orders to stay in 
formation.  The pilot, Ludwik Paszkiewicz engaged 
and shot down a Messerschmitt Bf110 thus scoring 
the squadron’s first ever aerial victory in the Battle 
of Britain.  He was later admonished by the C/O for 
disobeying orders before then being congratulated 
by him for proving to Fighter Command that the 
squadron was ready for operational flying!
This event provided the inspiration for a similar 
story in the classic 1969 film ‘Battle of Britain’.

The painting depicts Paszkiewicz in Hurricane 
RF-V R4217, shooting down the Bf110 M8+MM 
of 4/ZG76 near Kimpton in Hertfordshire.  In the 
background, a Hurricane of 56 Squadron flown by 
P/O B J Wicks closes in to also have a go at the 
doomed German fighter.  High up to the top left of 
the picture, the rest of 303 Squadron continue with 
their training mission.

Having married a Pole some 15 years ago, I’ve 
long felt a need to paint more Polish subjects and 
this particular combat stands out as one of the 
most significant in Polish aviation history.
The opportunity to paint it came about when I was 
asked to put my Droga do Nieba painting* into a 
fund-raising auction at the RAF Museum, Hendon.  
As it was a Polish themed night I decided to paint 
this scene as well to go alongside the larger 
painting.  That night I was very pleased to see 
both paintings go to households with very strong 
and proud Polish roots, in fact I understand that 
this painting is now on loan to the museum at RAF 
Northolt from where 303 Squadron fought their 
Battle of Britain.

* see page 46

First Victory
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COMBAT OVER CROYDON
Acrylic on linen, 30” x 20”, 2010
In the collection of Neil T Bremer

On 15th August 1940, Messerschmitt Bf110s of Epr. Gr. 210 took off in the early evening for 
a precision hit and run raid against the RAF Sector station at Kenley.  As they flew towards 
the glare of the low evening sun, the leader and Gruppenkommandeur Walter Rubensdörffer 
mis-identified nearby Croydon aerodrome as the target and launched a devastating attack on 
the buildings and factories around the perimeter.  As the Bf110s climbed off target they were 
intercepted by Hurricanes of 111 Squadron and 32 Squadron and an intense aerial combat took 
place, with the Hurricanes harrying the Bf110’s all the way back to the south coast.  In total, 
six Bf 110s and one Bf109 were shot down by the RAF fighters, including that of the leader 
Rubensdörffer who died along with his gunner Kretzer in the crash.

I had wanted to paint this scene for a long time as the combination of evening haze over London 
and pale grey Bf110s just had to make a striking image.  I chose as my main subject the Bf110 of 
the Gruppe Technical Officer Koch as there are some nicely detailed photos of his crash landed 
aircraft to work from.  I then had to work in the other elements to add drama and balance to 
the composition.  One important point that came out of the early research was that the Bf110s 
quickly adopted a defensive circle at altitude, a common tactic for this type, rather than race for 
home individually at low level as I first assumed.  Thus the action is set over Croydon with the 
110s in the background climbing off target and forming the circle as the Hurricanes arrive.

The initial result can be seen above, a complex, conflicting mix of aircraft representing the 
chaos of the beginning of a deadly dogfight.  A few months after completion, a regular collector 
of mine asked if I would consider making the picture less busy, as I had hinted at in an online 
video I’d made of the painting of this picture.  We talked through the possibilities and agreed to 
make a few ‘tweaks’ to restore a bit of order!  The final result can be seen to the left.  I think both 
versions work in their own way but as for which is best, I’ll let you decide! 

Combat over Croydon
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Fw. Ernst Arnold of 3/JG27 in his Messerschmitt Bf109E tries unsuccessfully to 
shake off RAF ace Brian Carbury near Canterbury on 30th August 1940.  Carbury’s 
603 Squadron Spitfire eventually damaged Arnold’s Bf109 badly enough for him 
to have to crash land near Faversham.  The unfortunate German pilot was taken 
prisoner and his aircraft was put on display to the public in various locations to raise 
money for the war effort.
The scissors emblem behind the cockpit is believed to be a reference to a previous 
leader of 3 Staffel, Ulrich Scherer.  With ‘schere’ being German for scissors and 
there being an ‘r’ added just under the bottom blade,  the theory does seem to be 
reasonably valid!

I enjoyed painting this one.  Everything went pretty smoothly but it’s difficult to go 
wrong with these two classic fighters, especially with the Bf109’s dominant yellow 
nose providing the main focal point.  The yellow-nosed 109 has become almost 
obligatory in every Battle of Britain painting yet this tactical marking was only 
introduced in mid-August at around the same time that underwing roundels were 
re-introduced onto the RAF fighters.  Whilst both markings really add to the visual 
appeal of a painting, if the scene depicted is before 12th August 1940 then they 
simply shouldn’t be there.  

The debate about artistic licence in aviation art has been going on for years with 
most artists choosing to ignore certain aspects of history to achieve a better or more 
pleasing composition.  Unfortunately for me, I’m from the fundamentalist hard-core  
historian side of the debate, meaning that I have to work twice as hard to achieve 
decent, (albeit historically accurate), results!

SPITFIRE ON MY TAIL
Acrylic on linen, 30” x 20”, 2007

In the collection of  Brian Carbury

Spitfire on my Tail
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DROGA DO NIEBA
Acrylic on linen, 48” x 20”, 2011
In the collection of Nigel Szembel
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On 27th September 1940, 303 (Polish) Squadron was scrambled with  
1 (Canadian) Squadron at 0845, initially to patrol Northolt at 15,000 feet 
and then to intercept a raid flying up the Thames Estuary.  Flt Lt Athol 
Forbes, leading 303 Squadron in RF-O, had already lost radio contact 
with the Canadians when they suddenly changed course to fly parallel 
with the enemy formation.  Forbes couldn’t understand this so continued 
to head for the bombers, soon encountering some very accurate AA fire. 
Checking back over his shoulder he was somewhat startled to find he 
was on his own!  The rest of 303 Squadron had spotted another bomber 
formation that he had not previously seen and were already engaging 
them, presuming that Forbes was returning to base with a technical 
problem.   At the same time, Forbes observed to his horror a formation of 
Messerschmitt Bf109s diving out of the sun onto his unsuspecting pilots.  
Unable to raise anyone on his malfunctioning radio, he applied emergency 
boost and rushed towards the Bf109s in the hope he could somehow break 
up their attack before they struck.
The first Pole to spot the Bf109s was Jan Zumbach who gave a desperate 
warning to his fellow pilots.  The Messerschmitts tore through the Polish 
formation at high speed with devastating results.  Ludwik Paszkiewicz 
in RF-T and Tadeusz Andruszków in RF-J were both mortally hit 
and went down in flames over the countryside south-east of London.   
Walerian Żak in RF-S was also hit and forced to bale out of his burning 
Hurricane over Leatherhead.  The other pilots managed to evade the 
initial onslaught and threw themselves into a general dogfight which 
saw them claim 11 enemy aircraft destroyed. 
When the exhausted pilots landed back at Northolt around 10am, a total 
of five Hurricanes had either been destroyed or badly damaged, two 
pilots were dead and one in hospital with severe burns.  Despite this, 
seven pilots were up on another patrol within a couple of hours and six 
others engaged the enemy again in the early afternoon, such was the 
relentless pace of the Battle of Britain at that time.

This painting started off as a demonstration piece to my daughter's 
primary school in Poland.  I wanted to paint a subject that had 
a good story behind it so that the children would be able to find 
out more about what they saw.  After considering many options I 
finally chose 303 Squadron on the morning of 27th September, as we 
could tell the full story of the 11 young pilots who went up that day. 
Each aircraft, pilot, serial number and position in formation is  
researched and identified. We even went to the extent of making sure 
the code letter style (there were two) and badge position was correct 
for each aircraft.  

Droga do Nieba
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THE TOBY SPITFIRE
Acrylic on canvas, 48” x 20”, 2006

In the collection of Birmingham City Council

The Toby Spitfire

A pair of 303 (Polish) Squadron Spitfires head out on a coastal patrol 
in  September 1941.  The nearest Spitfire Ia R7162 was presented to the 
RAF by the Spitfire Fund on behalf of the Charrington Brewery.  It was 
named ‘Toby’ after one of the company’s famous ales and joined 411 
(RCAF) Squadron in June 1941.  Shortly afterwards it was damaged 
on landing and sent away for repair before returning to front-line duties 
with 303 and 306 (Polish) Squadrons in the autumn.  By this stage it 
was obsolete for front-line operations so it ended its days with various 
OTUs, training the next generation of fighter pilots.

This painting was commissioned by Mitchells and Butlers the company 
that absorbed the Charrington brewery in the post-war years.  The idea 
was to present the original painting to the Birmingham City Council 
to commemorate the brewery’s Midland connections and the fact that 
thousands of Spitfires were built at nearby Castle Bromwich, (although 
Toby was inconveniently built at Southampton!)

The MD, having some Polish roots, was keen to display the Spitfire in 
the colours of 303 Squadron, but as it spent less than a month with the 
famous unit, we were pretty limited in what we could show it doing. In 
the end we opted for a coastal patrol which suited all concerned.  They 
were based up near Liverpool at the time so although those cliffs look 
very much like the White Cliffs of Dover... (at the client’s insistence), 
they are in fact the lesser known white cliffs of Birkenhead...!

Copies of this painting were subsequently framed and hung in every one 
of the company’s Toby Carvery restaurants scattered around the UK.  I 
ate in several but failed to secure even a 1% discount for my troubles!
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A Stuka in my Sights
On 7th November 1940, Hurricanes of 249 Squadron were scrambled to 
intercept a heavy raid building in the Thames Estuary.  Climbing above 
thick November haze and cloud,  the RAF pilots saw nothing until the 
controllers finally realised that they were at least 14,000ft too high and 
the enemy aircraft were at sea level bombing a convoy!
249 tumbled down at speeds approaching 400mph and burst through the 
cloud straight into a gaggle of Junkers Ju87 Stukas.  As Wing Commander 
Tom Neil, flying the C/O’s Hurricane V7676 GN-J, was later to recall, 
“The first thing I saw was a big fat Stuka surging towards me at an 
unseemly rate, backwards!”  All three airmen exchanged momentary 
glances at each other before being lost in the developing dogfight in 
which Tom Neil claimed one Ju87 and two Bf109s.

I have had the privilege to know Tom Neil and his wife Eileen for many 
years and have had many long and interesting chats about his wartime 
career.  I decided that it was about time I painted him in action and 
asked him to suggest a day that he remembered more than most.  ‘Easy’ 
he said, ‘7th November 1940’.  I crashed on take-off in the morning, 
shot three aircraft down in the afternoon and then had to bale out in the 
evening after having my tail chopped off by the Station Commander!’

It seemed a reasonably interesting day (!) so we discussed the various 
options and ended up focusing on the afternoon combat.  The one 
moment that caught my imagination immediately was his vision of a 
Stuka flying backwards towards him at great speed as he pulled out of 
his dive.  He clearly remembered the startled expressions on the Stuka 
crewmen’s faces as he whizzed by so I set about recreating this moment, 
the result of which you can see opposite.

Heinkel He111 Units in the West
On 14th August 1940 the Geschwaderkommodore of KG55, 44 year old Oberst Alois Stoeckl led a group of He111s to attack 
Liverpool.  En-route to the target however, Stoeckl’s bomber developed engine trouble and he was forced to turn back along 
with two other aircraft from the raid.  As they searched for a decent target to leave their bombs with, an airfield appeared 
ahead, probably Middle Wallop in Hampshire.  Just as they were lining up for the attack they were intercepted by Spitfires 
including that of 609 Squadron’s David Crook.  The combat was brief and Crook could only claim a ‘damaged’ as the He111s 
slipped back into the heavy cloud cover.  Stoeckl’s bomber however, had been badly hit and the aircraft crashed east of 
Salisbury at Dean Hill, claiming the life of Stoeckl and two other crew members.

For this painting, another piece of Osprey cover art, I chose a good angle on the He111 to show its classic lines.  It also 
enabled me to use the colourful KG55 emblem to add a bit of colour to a grey day.  The question of whether the Spitfire 
should have underwing roundels was a tricky one as the order had gone out to re-introduce them a couple of days before.  
However there is photographic evidence of a Spitfire shot down on 15th August without them so I left them off.  No doubt 
some squadrons were quicker than others in applying the markings but at the height of the Battle I’d guess it took at least a 
week to apply in most cases.

HEINKEL 111 UNITS 
Acrylic on board, 15” x 15”, 2011
In the collection of Roger Watts
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A STUKA IN MY SIGHTS
Acrylic on canvas, 30” x 20”, 2008
In the collection of Simon W Parry


