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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grade 7 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

7 

EE.RL.7.1 Analyze text to 

identify where information is 

explicitly stated and where 

inferences must be drawn. 

Prepare a simple story about getting 

ready and going to school (e.g., "I 

woke up. Got dressed. I ate breakfast 

and went to school."). Talk about 

what the story says, and then talk 

about what probably happened (got 

on the bus, walked, rode in a car, 

brushed hair and teeth) that is not in 

the story. 

Read to identify which of 

the following statements 

are from the text and 

which tell what the text 

means but are not from 

the text.  

Review the statements provided before 

reading to identify which are directly from 

the text and which tell what the text means 

but are not from the text.  

        

7 

EE.RL.7.2 Identify events in a 

text that are related to the 

theme or central idea. 

Provide a common theme (e.g., 

friendship, responsibility, kindness) 

and work with students to create a list 

of events (times) when things 

happened that reflect the theme (e.g., 

one student helped another).  

Read to identify what 

happens in the story that 

is related to <state 

theme>.  

Review the theme and ask students to share 

events from the story that relate to the 

theme. If needed, provide a list of events 

from the story and ask students to identify 

the events that relate to the theme. 

     

7 

EE.RL.7.3 Determine how two 

or more story elements are 

related. 

Generate a list of people with 

associated actions or events that are 

familiar to the students. Work with 

them to decide how the people are 

related to the actions or events.  

Read to determine how 

these <characters, 

actions, events, places> 

are related in the story.  

After reading, review the list of characters, 

actions, events, or places. Then ask students 

to determine which are related in the story. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

7 

EE.RL.7.4 Determine the 

meaning of simple idioms and 

figures of speech as they are 

used in a text. 

Provide everyday examples of the 

kind of idioms (e.g., "hang in there," 

get your act together") and figures of 

speech (e.g., "this place is a zoo," "he 

was a couch potato") that students 

will encounter in the text. Do not use 

the words or phrases from the text, 

but select words or phrases of the 

same type. Discuss their literal and 

intended meaning or multiple 

meanings.  

Read to decide what the 

author really means when 

they write <list the 

analogies or figures of 

speech used in the text>.  

Work with students to determine the 

meaning of the words and phrases in the list 

you provided. If needed, provide a list of the 

intended meaning and ask students to match 

the words, idioms, or figures of speech used 

in the text with the intended meanings.  

     

7 

EE.RL.7.5 Compare the 

structure of two or more texts 

(e.g., stories, poems, or 

dramas). 

Provide students with two very 

different examples of texts that they 

have read in the past for different 

purposes (e.g., compare a story with a 

picture on every page with a short 

poem). Work with students to 

determine how the structure of each 

text is similar to the other.  

Read to compare <text 1> 

and <text 2> and tell two 

or more ways that the two 

structures are similar. 

After reading, ask students to tell or show 

two ways that the two texts are similar.  

      

7 

EE.RI.7.1 Analyze text to 

identify where information is 

explicitly stated and where 

inferences must be drawn. 

Display images depicting 

environmental images (e.g. desert 

with sun, dry land, dried out plant, 

animal bones, etc.). Generate a list of 

things that are explicitly shown in the 

picture. Discuss the inferences that 

can be made by looking at the picture 

and the explicit facts on the list that 

help support the inferences (e.g. 

explicit: dried out cracking land; 

inference: it doesn't rain often). 

Read to identify which 

statements are from the 

text and which tell what 

the text means but are not 

from the text.  

Review the statements provided before 

reading to identify which are directly from 

the text and which tell what the text means 

but are not from the text.  

      



DLM Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports       Page 3 of 4 
© 2019 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, Department of Allied Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

7 
EE.RI.7.2 Determine two or 

more central ideas in a text. 

Explain to students that usually we 

read to find the one big idea the 

author is writing about in the text, but 

that sometimes authors have two big 

ideas. Review a text you have read 

previously and talk about its central 

idea.  

Read to identify the two 

big ideas in this text.  

After reading, ask students to state the two 

big ideas, or ask them to select them from a 

list you provide.  

     

7 

EE.RI.7.3 Determine how two 

individuals, events or ideas in a 

text are related. 

Generate a list of people with 

associated events or ideas that are 

familiar to the students. Work with 

them to decide how the people are 

related to the events or ideas.  

Read to determine how 

these <characters, events, 

ideas> are related in the 

story.  

After reading, review the list of characters, 

events, or ideas Then ask students to 

determine which are related in the story. 

     

7 

EE.RI.7.4 Determine how 

words or phrases are used to 

persuade or inform a text. 

Tell the students you are going to 

read two different texts about the 

same thing. For example, you might 

read about losing a pen: "I lost my 

pen. I'm not sure where I left it, but I 

can't find it anywhere." Then, read a 

text written with the intent of 

persuading them that it is very 

important. For example, "I lost the 

pen I got for my 18th birthday. It is a 

very special pen with my name 

engraved on it. I can't find it 

anywhere. I am so upset." Work with 

students to identify the words in the 

second text that persuade the reader 

that the pen is important.  

Read to identify the 

words the author uses in 

this text to persuade you 

that <author's central 

idea>.  

After reading, ask students to tell which 

words persuade, or provide a list of words 

and phrases from the text and ask students 

to identify those that the author uses to 

persuade the reader that <author's central 

idea>.  

      

7 

EE.RI.7.5 Determine how a 

fact, step, or event fits into the 

overall structure of the text. 

Present an informational text (e.g., 

recipe, directions, news story) with 

one or more facts, steps, or events 

missing. Read the text and then 

present the missing information. 

Work with students to decide where 

Read to determine how 

this <fact, step, or event> 

fits into the text.  

Ask students to identify where the target 

fact, step, or event fits into the text.  
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the missing information fits in the 

text.  

7 

EE.RI.7.6 Determine an 

author's purpose or point of 

view. 

Display various forms of text and 

identify the author's purpose in 

creating the text (e.g. comic strip = 

humor, magazine article about turtles 

= inform, ghost story = scare). 

Read to identify the 

author's purpose for 

writing the text.  

Present three possible purposes for the 

author writing the text. Ask students to 

identify the author's purpose.  

     

7 

EE.RI.7.8 Determine how a 

claim or reason fits into the 

overall structure of an 

informational text. 

Present an information text (e.g., 

news story) with one or more claim 

or reason missing. Read the text and 

then present the missing information. 

Work with students to decide where 

the missing information fits in the 

text.  

Read to determine how 

this statement fits into the 

text: <call out the claim 

or reason>.  

Ask students to determine where the 

statement you called out fits into the text. 

     

7 

EE.RI.7.9 Compare and 

contrast how different texts on 

the same topic present the 

details. 

Two adults or students present a brief 

summary about school. One 

individual talks about boring classes, 

bad lunch, getting up early etc., and 

the other individual talks about 

making friends, fieldtrips, pep rallies, 

etc. Discuss the details of each 

presentation. How are they similar 

and how are they different?  

Generate a list of people 

with associated actions or 

events that are familiar to 

the students. Work with 

them to decide how the 

people are related to the 

actions or events.  

Read to determine how these <characters, 

actions, events, places> are related in the 

story.  

 

 




