
Sermon 57: Luke 11:2: The Lord’s Prayer: Getting the Heart Right

OUTLINE

Honouring God’s name
Seeking God’s will

INTRODUCTION

There is a repeating pattern in the Bible which trains our hearts and minds to think and 
want correctly, it is the pattern of God first and man second.  Think of the greatest 
commandments.  Matthew 22:36-40, ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  Think of the Ten Commandments, there are 
traditionally the two tables of the law, the first 4 commandments of no other gods, no 
images, not taking God’s name in vain, and keeping the Sabbath all have to do with loving 
God; then honoring parents, not murdering, committing adultery, stealing, bearing false 
witness or coveting all have to do with loving our neighbor.  God first and then man second.
The same pattern repeats in the Lord’s Prayer, that prototypical prayer which should shape 
all our praying.  We see that the first part of the prayer, the address to God as Father, and 
the 3 requests for His name to be hallowed, His Kingdom come and His will be done, are 
putting God and His concerns first; then in the second three petitions for provision, pardon 
and protection concern man.  This later version of the Lord’s Prayer is a slightly abbreviated 
version but it has the same pattern.  We see in v2 that this God first man second pattern 
has not changed, it is part of the basic DNA of how we should pray, ‘And he said to them, 
“When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come.’ 

I cannot emphasize enough how important this pattern of thinking and desiring is for us.  
Because of our sinfulness we tend to put God second, to make God our servant, to make 
Him serve our will.  The logic of a universe driven by our sinful hearts has man and his 
concerns and desires at the center of it all.  We could say that at the heart of all of the sin 
and evil in the world is the problem of getting this order backwards.  Take any issue in the 
world today, take the large issue of sexual ethics, what is driving how decisions are made, is
it God’s will or man’s will?  We can clearly see that our bodies are viewed not as instruments
to do God’s will but a private possession to indulge whatever desire we think is ok.  Take the
matter of abortion, what lies at the center of the pro-choice view, my choice, man’s choice, 
the babies personhood has to take second place to the fact that it is geographically 
positioned in ‘my’ body.  What about euthanasia, what lies at the heart of allowing people to
murder themselves?  Man’s comfort, man’s choice, man’s suffering and not God’s glory is 
given the first priority.  Many of the laws that are being put in place now that are 
overturning Christian values and institutionalizing sin have a moral veneer of seeking to love
humanity, to bring humanity comfort, to give humanity freedom, to allow humanity to be 
free.  There is a seeming loving face to all of these moves and it is this apparent moral 
veneer which gets enables everyone to get so angry at the Christians who insist on God’s 
will.  The battle in their minds is the will of an imaginary God which is nothing more than 
culturally influenced ethics from an earlier and benighted era against liberating the poor 
victims of prejudice and oppression. But God is real and He is God not us.  We cannot 
develop our values as the world does, God is real, God is supreme, God is the one who 
made us, owns us, defines us, and has the right to rule us.  He is wiser than us, more good,



holier than us, and so His ways will always be better than our own.  Not only is it right to 
put God first it will also be better for humanity in the long run. 

The Lord’s Prayer is so important because in Christ teaching us pray, we as we pray this 
prayer daily, not only are we constantly reminded of the wonderful relationship we have to 
God as Father because of our faith in Christ.  We are also trained to remember that our first 
concerns in prayer must be the Lord’s concerns.  So today we will deal with the two God 
centered requests that open the Lord’s Prayer.  Our two points will be, honoring God’s 
name, and secondly, seeking God’s will.

Honoring God’s name

‘Hallowed be your name.’  I am not sure about you but when I learnt this prayer as a child I 
had no idea what the word ‘hallowed’ meant.  It means to honor or set apart as sacred.  
You might recognize it from the familiar Halloween.  Halloween, which happens on the 31st 
of October is All Saints eve, the traditional night when the martyrs and dead saints are 
remembered.  The word ‘saint’ has the same meaning as ‘hallow’ to set apart, to consecrate,
to make holy.  It was also called Hallowed Evening, and this was shortened to Halloween.  
What are you asking for then when you pray, ‘Hallowed be Thy name’?  Calvin answers this 
way, ‘the sum of the whole is, It must be our desire that God may receive the honour which 
is His due: that men may never think or speak of Him without the greatest reverence.’  We 
are asking that God be acknowledged and honored as God.  We are asking that God would 
be glorified.  The first question of the WSC gets this right: What is the chief end of man?  To
glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  This is our chief goal, this is the great priority that the 
first petition of the Lord’s Prayer teaches us to want, that God would be all in all.  

What does it mean to seek the glory of God or to glorify God?  Let us state the facts, God is 
all-glorious, there is nothing lacking in God that we can add to Him; He is perfect in every 
way.  When we glorify God we do not make Him more God, we do not add to Him, He does 
not need our praise as if He were somehow lacking.  To glorify God is to seek that God 
would receive the glory He deserves, the recognition that He deserves.  In one sense to 
pray this prayer is to acknowledge the great problem, that God is not receiving His due.  It 
is to acknowledge that there is sin in this world; that there is a rebellion afoot; that there is 
ignorance and blindness.  The greatest disconnect in the universe is not that all people do 
not have clean drinking water, but that God is not acknowledged as God by His own 
creation.

To know God is to want this, and the fuel in driving this prayer request.  If your view of God
is informed by reason and not revelation, if you believe in the God of Liberal theology not 
the Scriptures, then this will show in your praise.  To know Him as He is is to want this as 
the only logical conclusion to His reality.  The angels in God’s court know who God is, they 
behold His glory and cannot but cry out day and night, Holy, Holy Holy is the Lord God 
Almighty who was, and is, and is to come.  To understand this is to understand one of the 
main mindsets in the psalms.  How often does David call upon all of creation to 
acknowledge and declare the glory of God, how often does he seek every instrument and 
every voice to join the choir of God’s praise?  How often does he point out how the trees 
and the oceans and creation is doing exactly what God made it to do, and then call upon us 
to do what we are made to do, to praise and glorify God?  Do you know the glory of God, do
you want to declare His glory, do you want everything, everywhere, at all times to declare 
His glory and still your heart will not be satisfied because His majesty is infinite? 



The second oddity in the first request is that God’s name would be hallowed.  You have 
probably picked up on the Bible constantly making reference to God’s name, this is because 
of the Hebrew way of thinking which saw the name of as representing the person.  This led 
to careful consideration in naming ones children, and in worshipping God with a reverence 
towards His name.  Here are some of the practices of the Jewish Scribes which highlight this
instinct to honour God’s name, ‘While copying, the scribe must only write the name of God 
with a pen newly dipped into the ink.  Each time the scribe came across the Hebrew word 
for God, he had to wipe his pen clean. And when he came across the name of God, Jehovah
(YHWH), he had to wash his whole body before he could write it.  Should a king address the
scribe while writing that name he must take no notice of him.’1  Something of this reverence
towards God name can be seen in Matthew’s gospel where instead of talking about the 
kingdom of God, he talks about the kingdom of heaven, this reflects the practice of the Jews
who were no longer pronouncing God’s name in order not to break the 3rd commandment.  

This request for God’s name to be honoured is a call for us to consider the God who we are 
praying to as we think of His name.  Here is how one commentator opens this up: ‘The 
names of God revealed in Scripture identify the range of His glorious attributes. Elohim, the 
plural name of the triune God, describes Him as the Creator (Gen. 1:1); El-elyon (God Most 
High) as the sovereign ruler of the universe (Gen. 14:22); I AM as the eternally existing one 
(Ex. 3:13–14; cf. John 8:58); Jehovah-jireh (The Lord Will Provide) as the one who meets 
the needs of His children (Gen. 22:14); Jehovah-nissi (The Lord is My Banner) as the King 
under whom His people march (Ex. 17:15); Jehovah-ropheka (The Lord your healer) as the 
one who cares for their physical needs (Ex. 15:26). He is Jehovah-shalom (The Lord is 
Peace [Judg. 6:24]); Jehovah-roi (the Lord our Shepherd [Ps. 23:1]); Jehovahtsidkenu (The 
Lord our Righteousness [Jer. 23:6]); Jehovah-sabaoth (the Lord of Hosts [1 Sam. 1:3]); 
Jehovah-meqaddeskem (the Lord who sanctifies you [Ex. 31:13.’2          

Each of these names is another facet of the diamond of God’s glory; each one is a doorway 
into the nature and ways of God, and a gateway to praise.  It is important that we just stop 
and consider some aspects of the glory of God.  Many are ready to worship God for His 
mercy but not His justice, many thanks God for His sovereignty when they are blessed but 
not when His wisdom appoints difficult paths for us.  This prayer teaches us that God is 
altogether lovely, that there is no imperfection in Him, that all that He does is good, that He 
is praiseworthy in all He does.  

So what is the practical way in which this impacts our praying and our lives.  It impacts the 
big picture stuff in that we seek every person to stop and bow the knee to this God who is 
God and worthy of all their praise.  This prayer trains us to hate all sin and everything that 
stands against God, or refuses to acknowledge Him.  It breeds within us a holy desire to 
want to honor Him in every area.  Here is one way I think it should apply, it should remind 
us of the importance of the 3rd commandment, ‘You shall not take the name of the Lord your
God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.’  We are to 
call upon the name of this God in prayer in a way that acknowledges His glory.  We are to 
approach this God in worship in a way that is reverent and according to His will not our 
own.  We are to represent the name of this God in all our actions in a way that brings Him 
glory not disgrace, in a way that shows His reality not by us living like virtual atheists.  
Friends I want to challenge concerning a worrying trend that I have seen among Christians. 
We live in an age that is constantly exposed to the media where everyone is always using 

1 https://riverviewbc.com/wp-content/uploads/Jewish-and-Masoretic-Rules-for-Copying-the-Scripture.pdf

2 MacArthur, J. (2013). Luke 11–17 (p. 17). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.
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God’s name as an expletive or exclamation.  OMG, I have even heard Christians using such 
words.  Sadly, this reflects that the Christians mind and mouth are trained more by the way 
the world speaks and expresses itself then by our daily encounter with God.  The Christian 
who daily considers the value of God, the praiseworthiness of God, who comes to treasure 
the very mention of His name because of who He is and what He has done for us, they will 
not speak in this way.  If we read our Bibles we know that the name of Jesus is above all 
other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, that it is in calling upon this 
name that people are saved, and it is the work of the devil to run this name down, and the 
work of believers to hold this name high and seek that it be known and honored.

Seeking God’s will

‘Your kingdom come.’  The logic of the Lord’s prayer flows naturally.  We begin prayer with 
the fact that God is our Father in Christ, it is only because of Christ that we can be the 
children of such a glorious God.  Beholding His glory our hearts our enraptured and we cry 
out that God would be glorified in all things and places.  This naturally leads us to seeking 
the reign of this God in all things and we pray Thy kingdom come.  The idea of the kingdom 
of God placed before us.  Now on the one hand, God is the supreme King who is reigning 
over all things.  He is the ruler and sustainer of all things, there is no one to challenge His 
supremacy.  All things are going according to His plan.  The prayer for God’s kingdom to 
come is not for an increase in God’s rule, for on the one hand this cannot be increased, 
everything is already His.  This prayer for God’s kingdom to come is a prayer for the future 
rule of God as it will be found in the New Creation to manifest itself.  That time when all sin 
will be gone, death vanquished and the devil and those who joined in his rebellion judged.  
This is a prayer that the time when God’s rule will be fully realized would be realized even 
now.  

This kingdom of grace comes in three phases, there is the kingdom which has come, the 
kingdom which is presently coming and the kingdom that will come.  

When Jesus died and rose from the dead, and then ascended to the right hand of God and 
received the name above all names, that time where all authority in heaven and earth was 
given to Him, this was the time when the kingdom was inaugurated.  Rev. 12:10 reflects on 
the significance of the ascension of Christ, ‘And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ 
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God.’  When the disciples were praying this they were before the 
resurrection of Christ and would have been looking for the kingdom to arrive.  The kingdom 
has now arrived but not yet in its fullness. And so to pray in accordance with the reality that
the kingdom of God has begun we should be praying for the those unbelievers still in the 
devil’s kingdom to be saved and brought into Christ’s kingdom, to be filled with the Spirit 
and begin to taste the life of God’s new kingdom which is coming.  This is why Paul says in 
Col. 1:13-14, ‘He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’  To 
pray your kingdom come means we are to pray for more and more people to become 
subjects of King Jesus and enter His kingdom and to exit satan’s.  

However, there is also an ongoing way in which the inaugurated kingdom is present and has
an ongoing effect.  For example, a person gets born again and experiences the power of 
regeneration and they are brought into the kingdom of God.  They die to the power of sin, 
they are no longer in the kingdom of satan, they are citizens of heaven.  However, there is 
still a work of sanctification to be done, they need to continue to experience the ongoing 



impact and working out of their salvation.  The power of God’s future kingdom is taking 
ground in our character and growing the fruits of the new age in the fruits of the Spirit.  We 
change from one degree of glory into another, a glory that belongs to the new creation.    

Not only that to pray for God’s kingdom in the present is to pray for the increase in the 
impact of Christ’s finished work in this present evil age.  It means that we pray for souls to 
be saved, but also for souls to be grown.  It is also a prayer for churches to be planted and 
churches to be strong, it includes praying for missionaries and bible translators, and all 
those things that lead to people being rescued from satan’s kingdom and brought into the 
kingdom of Christ.  This is the prayer of spiritual warfare, not the present fad of naming 
principalities and powers but rather seeing the power of Christ in answer to the name of 
Christ as saints pray in Christ to bring sinners into God’s people.  It involves the prayer for 
revival as we trust God to draw many souls to Himself.  He has after all overcome satan, 
and dealt the death blow which is his undoing and we can expect generous and powerful 
answers to this prayer.

At this point some like to think that getting involved in political activism and social justice is 
also bringing in the kingdom of God, but we must remember as Jesus told Pilate that His 
kingdom is not of this world, John 18:36.  God has two kingdoms, the kingdoms of this 
world, this present evil age, which are passing away which He rules through His common 
grace, and the sword of government.  But then there is the kingdom of God’s saving grace, 
and this kingdom too is upheld by a sword, the sword of the Spirit in the word of the gospel 
which is preached not in governmental power.  The Christian as he lives out a witness for 
Christ can have a positive impact on society as salt and light, but this impact should not be 
thought of a building the kingdom, as if God’s future kingdom is breaking into this age 
through it. 

But the kingdom of God is also future, and so to pray this prayer is a prayer for the Second 
Coming of Christ when He will come with His saints, with His sword and will take His 
judgement seat and judge the nations.  We are to pray, ‘Come Lord Jesus!’ as part of 
praying Thy Kingdom Come.  This then is a prayer for judgement, a prayer which 
remembers where our home lies and our final hope lies.  It is a prayer for God to judge and 
to put a final end to satan, sin, death, and all rebels.  Because we seek the glory of His 
name, because we want His name to be honored and His majesty to be seen a recognized 
by all, we want nothing more than that moment where every knee will bow to come as soon
as possible.  

This then is how Christ teaches us to pray, ‘Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come.’  He
teaches us to pray this way that we might daily remember that God is God, that His glory is 
our greatest priority and joy, and that our heart are to be so enraptured with His beauty 
that we cry out for Him to glorified and for His kingdom to come.             


