
Sermon 117: Romans 10:14: Faith by preaching 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

How do we discover the truth?  Sadly this most important question goes unconsidered by 

many people today.  How do you discover the truth about yourself, about your world and 

most importantly about God and salvation?  In the humanistic world we live in in the West, 

we have portrayed ourselves as the discoverers of our own truth.  You can hardly watch one 

movie or TV series today without hearing the typical humanistic cliché, ‘the truth lies within 

you;’ or, ‘you will discover the truth if you just put your mind to it;’ or, ‘we all need to find 

our own personal truth, what is true for me.’  This view of epistemology is at odds with what 

the bible teaches.  Because of sin man is no longer a reliable guide in the truth and needs to 

be guided.  We have suffered the noetic effects of sin.  Sin has impacted our ability to know 

the truth.  Because of our sinful natures we in fact even deliberately deny the truth and 

believe lies.  Paul shows how ignorance flows from sinfulness in Ephesians 4:17-18, ‘Now 

this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the 

futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life 

of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.’  Do you see 

how Paul shows how our hardness of heart produces the futility of mind and the darkening 

in the understanding.  When it comes to discovering truth we are self-deceiving.  For this 

reason we need God to tell us the truth.  We need the truth to come to us from outside of 

ourselves not from within us.  This is what Paul is affirming in Romans 10:14, ‘How then will 

they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?’  

Sinful man is not the fount of truth, nor the competent discoverer of truth, he is in need or 

hearing the message brought to him from another.   

 

Paul is dealing with the fact that anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

He then points out the necessary logical steps in order for people to call upon the Lord.  

Working backwards Paul reveals that a person calls because they believe, they believe 

because they hear, they hear because of preaching, they hear preachers because someone 

sends them.  Paul knows that we cannot find the truth for ourselves and that someone has 

to bring it to us.  So this morning we will be looking more deeply into the reality that faith 

comes by hearing and will be investigating the necessity of preaching, the nature of 

preaching and the primacy of preaching. 

 

The necessity of preaching 

 



Modern man’s confidence in their own ability to know truth has come from many successes 

in the area of the physical through scientific endeavours.  Using our five sense and drawing 

conclusions from experimentation various ground breaking technologies have been invented.  

The success of what science has produced has shaped an optimistic view of our ability to 

know.  The trouble is as soon as we step away from observing the physical universe and 

enter into the realm of the abstract the clarity ceases.  Scientists cannot define maleness 

and femaleness because it is defined by more than observable body parts and relates back 

to the fact that we are made in God’s image.  Scientists cannot define right or wrong 

because it can only describe not prescribe.  And so when it comes to questions about 

eternal salvation and being born again, about forgiveness and reconciliation with God we are 

out of our depths and ignorant.  We need truth we do not provide it.  This is what Paul 

implies when he says, ‘And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard.’  

There is no possibility of us finding our own way to God, or intuiting the truth about our 

salvation.   

 

Today in our humanistic culture you will be told to ‘follow your heart.’  The bible says that 

the heart is deceitful above all things.  Why am I stressing this?  Because as Christians we 

can be influenced by our self-trusting culture; we can be influenced to think that the 

unbeliever is only a little bit lost and if he just puts his mind to it he can save himself.  We 

might think that he is so close to salvation and not concern ourselves with evangelism and 

the task we are called to.  We may take a false comfort in the thought that they can nearly 

save themselves and not feel the desperation of how far they are and how impossible it is 

without someone preaching.  Paul knows the inability of sinful man to find God and the 

necessity of preaching, do you?  

 

Look back at Romans 1:18-32.  There you will see that man’s big problem is that God’s 

wrath is against him.  God is against those who suppress the truth they know about Him.  

There is a certain amount of information about God that can be known from nature, namely 

His eternal power and divine nature v19-20.  This Paul tells us is clearly portrayed, speaking 

visibly of the invisible God so that they are without excuse.  Yet for all of this information 

instead of using it to honour God it gets used to serve self by creating idols that will do 

man’s will v21-23.  God judgement is manifested in their sinfulness run riot v24-25.  Nature 

before our great intellects is not enough for us to be saved with.  In fact you can put Jesus 

performing miracles in front of a sinner and apart from the intervention of the Holy Spirit he 

still will not believe.  We are incapacitated when it comes to embracing spiritual truth, 1 Cor. 

2:14, ‘The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 

to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.’   

 

By making this point we are not saying that man is not clever.  Man is very clever and can 

accomplish many things.  However, that cleverness will be controverted by our sinful hearts.  

It will be used in self-serving man harming ways and it will be used to argue against God.  

We cannot generate or manufacture the truth from the raw materials of our intellect 

interacting with nature.  We need someone to bring the message to us because we cannot 

find it within ourselves.  Those millions of people who have not yet heard the gospel are 

without hope because they too need someone to bring the message of life to them.  Christ 



has given us the great commission not because He likes to keep us busy with unnecessary 

tasks, rather He has commanded us to go to all nations preaching the gospel because they 

cannot believe unless they hear. 

   

The nature of preaching 

 

Why is preaching so special?  Preaching is not merely the impartation of information but the 

God appointed means for bringing unbelievers to birth.  The Holy Spirit blesses the preached 

word so that it becomes a sacramental word.  In other words, the Holy Spirit unites us to 

the realities spoken of.  The Spirit unites us to Christ when we hear of the Christ in the 

preached word.  Preaching today has fallen on hard times and is seen as an optional, usually 

to be despised medium for communicating the gospel.  The Spiritual nature of preaching 

was understood by our fathers in the faith.  

 The Second Helvetic Confession reads: ‘The preaching of the Word of God is the Word of 

God.  Wherefore when this word of God is lawfully preached in the church by preachers 

lawfully called, and received by the faithful; and that neither any other word of God is to be 

invented nor is to be expected from heaven: and that now the word itself which is preached 

is to be regarded, not the minister that preaches; for even if he be evil and a sinner, 

nevertheless the Word remains still true and good.’ (1:4)  

The Heidelberg Catechism asks, Question 65: ‘Since then we are made partakers of Christ 

and all His benefits by faith only, whence does this faith proceed?’ 

‘From the Holy Ghost, who works faith in our hearts by the preaching of the Gospel, and 

confirms it by the use of the sacraments.’  

The Westminster Larger Catechism asks: ‘How is the word of God made effectual to 

salvation?’ 

The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual 

means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling of sinners; of driving them out of 

themselves, and drawing them unto Christ; of conforming them to His image, and subduing 

them to His will; of strengthening them against temptations and corruptions; of building 

them up in grace, and establishing their hearts in holiness and comfort through faith unto 

salvation.’  Q. 155. 

 

These are the beliefs of the confessions and catechisms because it is the view of scripture.  

Look down at the footnote for 10:14, you will notice that there is an alternate translation for 

the second question in 10:14.  The alternate translation removes the word ‘of’ indicating 

that when the gospel is preached you are not merely hearing ‘of’ Christ but you are hearing 

Christ Himself in the voice of the preacher.  This notion of preaching being more than 

information but God speaking through the preacher is found in other places.  2 Cor. 5:20, 

‘Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.’  Here we see that God makes His appeal 

through the ambassadors for the gospel.  2 Cor. 13:3 reveals again Paul’s understanding 

that Christ speaks through Him, ‘since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is 

not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.’  Because Christ has given us His 

authority and Spirit those who reject us reject Him, Luke 10:16, ‘"The one who hears you 

hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him 



who sent me."’  Paul tells us in Eph. 2:17 that the message of the apostles that is presently 

building the church is also Christ speaking and building His church, ‘And he came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.’  Preaching is 

seen as God’s word not only because of the content, but because God Himself attends the 

word to perform it.  

 

Some might feel that there is a danger here that exalts the role of the preacher granting him 

an authority that can be abused.  That is a good fear to have and the way in which we 

manage this authority is to remind ourselves that the preachers authority is declarative not 

legislative.  He is only preaching God’s word insofar as he preaches God’s word.  If he adds 

to the bible or says anything in contradiction to it he is no longer speaking God’s word and 

his words can be disregarded.  The reality of the preacher speaking God’s words does not 

give an authority to any of the preacher’s opinions or man-made rules.  The preacher cannot 

legislate law only repeat the already revealed will of God. 

 

Here is a way we can summarise what we have said so far.  Preaching is the word of Christ, 

about Christ, uniting us to Christ.  Preaching is the word of Christ because Christ by His 

Spirit is beseeching the unbeliever through the preacher to be reconciled to God.  Preaching 

is the word of Christ about Christ, for Christ is the content of the message preached.  The 

message is about His life and death in payment for our sin and the need for faith in Him and 

repentance.  But miraculously preaching is not only the word of Christ that is about Christ 

but by the power of the Spirit the word is a sacramental word which seals what it promises, 

it affects what it describes, and by the Spirit through the word we are united to Christ. 

 

Because we are dead in sin we need the Spirit to bring us out of death into life and 

enlighten us about Christ.  We need the Spirit to renew our hearts and enable faith and 

repentance; and because we are not the fountains of truth but prone to error we need an 

objective word to teach us.  Because we need the Spirit and the Word we cannot believe in 

Him whom we have never heard, and we cannot hear without someone preaching.  The 

word is the sword of the Spirit and this is made living and effective in the mouth of the 

preacher.  The gospel is the power of God unto salvation for all who believe. 

 

It has been pointed out that the word of God has two aspects to it, law and gospel.  Both 

are the word and both work by the Spirit.  The law is used of God to slay the sinner, to 

expose their sin, to convince them of sin, righteousness and judgement.  The gospel then 

comes to cure and resurrect the sinner, to point them to Christ and help them turn to Him in 

faith and repentance.  Horton states it well when he says that the law and gospel not only 

inform of judgement and life, but also judge and save.        

 

The primacy of preaching 

 

We need to look more closely at the third question of v14, ‘and how are they to hear 

without someone preaching?’  Why is it that Paul singles out preaching for special mention?  

Does Paul believe that bibles, books and tracts are not used by God?  What about the 

modern day challenges to preaching, wasn’t preaching just the media of the day and now 



we need to replace the unpopular form of preaching with newer, modern and tech savvy 

alternatives?  There are two things we need to say in response to this.   

 

Firstly, God does use the bible, tracts, and other forms of dispensing the message of the 

gospel to save people.  We see Paul encouraging the public reading of Scripture and the 

singing of Scripture to one another for edification, 1 Tim. 4:13, Eph. 5:18-19.  However we 

must say that there is something extra special about the spoken word as God’s means of 

operation.   

 

When God created the heavens and the earth, He spoke it into being.  His word was the 

power that brought it into being.  Likewise now that God is building a new creation the 

inbreaking of the new creation realities are likewise brought into being by God’s powerful 

word.  When Jesus walked upon the earth He used His word to enforce His authority.  He 

calmed the sea by His voice, Mark 4:39, ‘And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 

the sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.’  He cast out 

demons by the authority of His word, Matt. 8:16, ‘That evening they brought to him many 

who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who 

were sick.’  Christ healed by the power of His word, Mark 2:11.  Jesus raised the dead by 

His word, Luke 7:14.  When God created the Church He did so by the Word.  Unlike the 

Catholic Church we do not believe that the church gave birth to the word but rather that the 

word gave birth to the church.  When God saved us He gave us birth by the word, James 

1:18; He called us out of darkness 1 Pet. 2:9; and spoke light into the darkness of our lives 

2 Cor. 4:6, ‘For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.’  The bible 

tells us that it is the word with the Spirit that gives us new birth from above, it is the word 

and Spirit that enlightens us for faith, that rebukes us for repentance, that sealed us when 

we believed; by which we are adopted and justified.  It is by the word that we are sanctified 

and one day the voice of the Lord will raise the dead and make all things new.  It is most 

fitting that God use preaching as a shadow of His own way of working; and especially 

because His power most readily blesses the appointed means of preaching. 

 

Secondly, on account that God seeks to indicate His own working in our working He has 

especially appointed officers in the church who speak the word and by that word the church 

grows.  If we look at Eph. 4:11-16 where we see Christ’s gifts to the church we see they 

come in the form of revelation.  First there are apostles who speak God’s word, as well as 

prophets.  Then we have evangelists who preach the living giving gospel, and then we have 

the pastor-teachers who likewise speak the word.  When the truth is spoken in love the 

various parts of the body mature and grow adding their service for the benefit of the church 

and the church grows.  Preaching is not God’s only way of working but it is a way that best 

represents His own active, creative, saving power and so is especially blessed by Him. 

 

Being hearers we are not the source of truth.  We are needy and need the truth to come to 

us from outside of ourselves.  We cannot find God through reason and nature, He must 

reveal Himself to us.  God does this through preaching when the word and Spirit are used 



by Him to save us.  Paul’s teaching about the necessity of preaching for faith, the nature of 

preaching and the primacy of preaching have several implications for us today. 

 

Firstly, we are humbled.  We are reminded that contrary to our modern ideas truth does not 

abide within us, cannot be manufactured by us, nor easily found by us.  We are sinners who 

are lost, helpless and in need of God’s word to enlighten us and lead us.  Many are on a 

quest for truth and are being turned to blind guides by being directed to themselves.  We 

need to hear the objective word of God’s gospel not try and manufacture our own saving 

message.  Christ must save us, we cannot save ourselves.  Both before and after salvation 

we rely upon God’s word and not our own hearts.   

Secondly, we are challenged.  Paul has told us of the necessity of preaching in order for 

sinners to be saved.  We must be those who preach the message, who take this message 

out to them or they will not be saved.  This teaching implies a great responsibility on our 

part.  We must pray, we must live good lives that adorn our confessions of Christ, but we 

must also preach the truth, for they will not believe unless they hear. 

Thirdly, we are informed.  If God favours preaching, the foolishness of preaching in order to 

bring about His ends, this means we must submit ourselves to it.  We must come to church 

to hear the word, we must sit under God appointed officers as they share the word, we 

must come with expectant hearts that God will employ this foolish means, and we must not 

allow false notions of the preachers authority to bind us, he only has authority as far as 

God’s word goes and no further.   

Fourthly, we are encouraged.  We see that the message that saves does not depend upon 

how good a thinker we are but on the power of God by His Spirit.  We simply have to deliver 

the message and He will bless it.    

 

 

 

   

 

             


