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Executive Summary 
San Bernardino County and a partnership of local governments will develop an update to their individual Hazard 
Mitigation Plans to reduce future losses resulting from disasters. Hazard mitigation is the use of long- and short-term 
strategies to reduce the loss of life, personal injury, and property damage that can result from a disaster. It involves 
planning efforts, policy changes, programs, capital projects, and other activities that can mitigate the impacts of 
hazards. 

The passage of DMA 2000 requires proactive pre-disaster planning as a condition of receiving certain financial 
assistance under the Robert T. Stafford Act.  DMA 2000 encourages state and local authorities to work together on pre-
disaster planning, and it promotes “sustainable hazard mitigation,” which includes the sound management of natural 
resources, local economic and social resiliency, and the recognition that hazards and mitigation must be understood in 
the largest possible social and economic context.   The enhanced planning network called for by the DMA helps local 
governments accurately assess mitigation needs, resulting in faster allocation of funding and more cost-effective risk 
reduction projects. 

Update Requirements 
As a DMA 2000 requirement, the LMP must be updated every five (5) years to remain in compliance with regulations 
and Federal mitigation grant conditions.  Federal regulations require hazard mitigation plans to include a plan for 
monitoring, evaluating, and updating the hazard mitigation plan. An update provides an opportunity to reevaluate 
recommendations, monitor the impacts of actions that have been accomplished, and determine if there is a need to 
change the focus of mitigation strategies. DMA compliance is contingent on meeting the plan update requirement. A 
jurisdiction covered by a plan that has expired is not able to pursue funding under the Robert T. Stafford Act for which 
a current hazard mitigation plan is a prerequisite. 

Operational Area Planning Process 
San Bernardino County Fire OES received funds from FY15 HSGP to contract with Dynamic Planning + Science to assist 
local jurisdictions with planning process documentation, plan content, risk assessment data and DMA 2000 compliance 
reviews for jurisdictions wishing to receive assistance.  The consultants will provide participating local jurisdictions with 
content, tools, and QA/QC for individual plan updates.  This planning effort represents the collective efforts of the 
county and participating jurisdictions, the general public, and other stakeholders. 

The purpose of mitigation planning is to identify local policies and actions that can be implemented over the long term 
to reduce risk and future losses from hazards. These mitigation policies and actions are identified based on an 
assessment of hazards, vulnerabilities, and risks and the participation of a wide range of stakeholders and the public in 
the planning process. Benefits of mitigation planning include: 

• Identifying actions for risk reduction that are agreed upon by stakeholders and the public, 
• Focusing resources on the greatest risks and vulnerabilities, 
• Building partnerships by involving citizens, organizations, and businesses, 
• Increasing education and awareness of threats and hazards, as well as their risks, 
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• Communicating priorities to state and federal officials, and 
• Aligning risk reduction with other community objectives. 

There are nine recommended tasks for developing or updating a local hazard mitigation plan, which are included in the 
FEMA Local Mitigation Planning Handbook (March 2013). Each jurisdiction may decide to use a completely different 
organization in the plan, or complete the FEMA tasks in a different order, as long as the plan meets FEMA’s basic 
requirements. Some tasks can be completed concurrently, while others depend on completing preceding tasks first. 

For purposes of this planning process the FEMA tasks are narrowed and presented in 7 Phases.  A compilation of 
worksheets and tools will be developed to help communities complete each phase. 

The phased planning process has developed to ensure strict compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations 44 CFR 
201.6, and DMA 2000.  With guidance from County Fire’s consultant website and tools, it will relatively easy for each 
jurisdiction to follow the required process outlined by a FEMA, Cal OES, American Planning Association, and other best 
practices. 

Participating Jurisdictions 
2016 San Bernardino County MJHMP Update 

• Big Bear Lake Parks and Recreation 
• Bloomington Parks and Recreation 
• San Bernardino County Fire Protection District 
• San Bernardino County Flood Control District 
• San Bernardino County Special Districts 

Department 
• San Bernardino County Unincorporated Area 

2016 Single Jurisdictional plans 

• Town of Apple Valley 
• Apple Valley Unified School District 
• City of Chino 
• City of Chino Hills 
• Chino Valley Unified School District 
• City of Colton 
• Crestline Village Water District 
• East Valley Water District 
• City of Fontana 
• City of Grand Terrace 
• City of Hesperia 

 
 

 
 

• Inland Empire Utilities Agency District 
Headquarters 

• City of Loma Linda 
• City of Montclair 
• Monte Vista Water District 
• Newberry Community Services District 
• City of Ontario 
• City of Rancho Cucamonga 
• City of Redlands 
• City of Rialto 
• City of San Bernardino 
• San Bernardino Community College District 
• San Bernardino County Superintendent of 

Schools 
• San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water 

District 
• San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
• Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority 
• Snowline Joint Unified School District 
• City of Upland 
• City of Victorville 
• Yucaipa Valley Water District 
• Town of Yucca Valley 

 

http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1910-25045-9160/fema_local_mitigation_handbook.pdf
http://mitigationguide.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/FEMA-Plan-Review-Tool.pdf
http://mitigationguide.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/FEMA-Plan-Review-Tool.pdf
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Planning Process 
For more information on each Phase and Templates and tools used for each please visit: www.mitigatehazards.com 

 

http://www.mitigatehazards.com/

