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The Entertainer

• Gary Grant is an evangelical Christian who opened a toy 
shop, called The Entertainer, in 1981

• By 2015 they had 110 UK stores and generated sales of 
£130m and pre-tax profit of £7.8m

• The company is owned by Gary, his wife, and their two 
children (who also work there)

• Due to his religious beliefs The Entertainer don’t open 
their shops on Sundays

• They don’t sell toys relating to “magic” (such as the 
profitable Harry Potter range)

• They donate 10% of their profits to children’s charities

2https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34637437
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Chick-fil-A

• One of the biggest fast food chains in the US
• Founded by S. Truett Cathy, a devout Southern Baptist

– Closed on Sundays (and Thanksgiving and Christmas)
– Made donations to a group that oppose same-sex 

marriage

• Opened a store in Reading, UK, in October 2019. Boycotted 
by gay rights campaigners and closed within 6 months

3https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-50094551

Ashers Baking

• Asher’s baking is owned and operated by Daniel and Amy 
McArthur, who are devout and evangelical Christians

• In 2014 a gay rights activist, Gareth Lee, made an order for 
a cake that had a picture of Bert and Ernie, the slogan 
“support gay marriage”, and the logo of QueerSpace

• Single sex marriage was illegal in Northern Ireland at the 
time, but had just elected its first openly gay mayor

• The bakery refused the order and refunded the money

• Lee complained to the Equality Commission who funded a 
discrimination lawsuit against the couple. They were found 
guilty and fined £500

• The Ashers appealed, and the Supreme Court found in their 
favour

• The key distinction made was that the didn’t refuse the 
order because Lee was gay, but because they had a right to 
refuse to support something that they disagreed with
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