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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 26th November, 2014, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Chaplow 
 
78. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Clark and County Councillors D Bell and A 
Bonner. 
 
79. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 89 and took no part in the discussion or 
decision thereon.  
 
80. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The beck to the rear of Briardene and Burnside was to be cleared of rubbish by the County 
Council on 28th November.  

 An experimental traffic order had been introduced in Claypath, Durham to close the road on 
an evening to reduce traffic problems which had been experienced.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
81. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th October, 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
82. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.  
 
83. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £189.62 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £47.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November.  
(iii) £189.82 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(iv) £47.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December.   
(v) £45.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
(vi) Invoices expected over the Christmas recess from WJM Quigley in respect of ground 

works and B&C Shelters in respect of supply of a youth shelter, the cost of the works 
being covered by grant funding.  
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
 
(i) 29th Oct 2014 £ 189.82 Clerk’s wages    No. 735 
(ii) 29th Oct 2014 £ 47.40 HMRC     No. 736 
(iii) 29th Oct 2014 £ 5.80 CDALC     No. 737 
(iv) 29th Oct 2014 £ 513.50 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 738 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 
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Northern Rock  £4,624.65 
Barclays  £685.23 
Barclays (Savings) £32,014.03 
Unity Trust  £9,804.60 

 
84. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) CDALC - Details of Local Government Pay Settlement for 2014-2016. 
Resolved: That the matter be considered at the next meeting 
of the Council 

 
85. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
86. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Chair reported that the shelter and groundworks had been ordered.  Landscaping and seeding 
would be carried out when the weather was suitable.  Invoices for the works would be due shortly. 
 
The Clerk reported that the additional premium to add the shelter to the Council’s insurance policy 
was £79.45.   
 
Resolved: That the invoices for supply and installation be paid upon receipt and that the youth 
shelter be added to the Council’s insurance policy.  
 
87. PRECEPT 2015/2016 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in relation to the Council’s precept for the 
forthcoming year. Details of spending against budget headings for the year to date had been 
circulated, together with options for next year’s budget.  
 
Resolved: (i) That setting of the Precept be deferred to a special meeting to be held in January 
2015. 
 
(ii) That Members identify any projects for the Council for the forthcoming year so that provision can 
be made in setting the precept. .  
 
88. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE REPAIRS 
 
The Clerk reported that, following some difficulty, a company willing to undertake the repairs to the 
community centre had now been identified and had visited the building to assess the works required.  
 
An indicative cost of £1,200.00 had been quoted, but could be subject to some change depending on 
the scope of the works required.   
 
Resolved: That A4 Property Services be requested to undertake the works. 
 
89. PLANTERS 
 
Together with their final invoice for the current year, Makepeace Landscapes had offered to carryout 
planting of the Council’s planters for summer and winter 2015 at the same price as the current year.  
 
In view of the excellent service received, and the highly competitive price offered, it was suggested 
that Standing Orders be waived and the offer be accepted.  
 
Resolved: That Makepeace Landscapes be requested to carry out planting of the Council’s planters 
for 2015.  
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The Chair had agreed to accept the following item of business as a matter of urgency 
due to the time factor involved.  

 
90. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – STAGE 3 LOTTERY APPLICATION  
 
The Chair and Clerk reported that a meeting had been held with the capital advisor from the Big 
Lottery, together with the architect.  The purpose of the meeting had been to provide advice and 
support on the completion of the Capital Project Plan, which contained plans, costing and other 
design information.  The Capital Project Plan formed one part of the stage 3 application submission, 
with the second part being the Business Plan which was being prepared by the Clerk and Economic 
Development, Durham County Council.  
 
In view of the technical nature of the Capital Project Plan, Blake Hopkinson Architects had offered to 
prepare the complete document on the Council’s behalf.  As this would require some work in excess 
of what had been included in the accepted quote, BHA had proposed a fixed fee of £2,000.00 plus 
VAT to undertake the additional work required and co-ordinate the professionals required for the Plan 
and to provide a completed document in hard copy and pdf.  
 
Resolved: That Blake Hopkinson Architects be instructed to prepare the Capital Project Delivery 
Plan at a cost of £2,000.00 plus VAT.   
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.35 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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