
 
 
 
 

 

 

May 1 West Michigan Concert 

 Winds Concert 

 

May 7 & 8 

  PW Flower Pick-Up  

 

May 15 Pentecost Sunday 

 

  CAS Speaker Panel:  

 A Community of Acceptance 
 

May 29 Summer Worship Hours Begin: 

 Traditional: 9:00 a.m. 

 Contemporary: 10:30 a.m. 

 

May 30 Memorial Day—Office Closed 

 

June 5 Graduation Sunday 

 

  Roots/Vine/Shine 56  

 End-of-Year Celebration 

 

June 12 All-Church Whitecaps Game 

 

June 20-23 

 Vacation Bible School 
 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Sunday, June 12 
1:00 p.m. 

All-Church  
Whitecaps Outing 

 

$10 per person/3 and under free

(includes all-you-can-eat lunch). 
 

Sign up now at  

the Family  

Ministries Desk! 

This report is the first in what will be a series of regular written reports to the 
session. These will form the foundation for additional reporting to the  
congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven. Members of the 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) will strive to be as transparent as is  
practical in our communication with interested parties. We expect to report  
our work every month with the understanding that there may be little to share 
during some phases of the search process. You can also expect to see brief  
updates of our work in the Tidings and on our soon-to-be-live webpage.  
Members will also provide brief reports from the pulpit when appropriate. 
 

Calling a pastor is a surprisingly complex task for those of us who are used to 
working in businesses large and small. There is a Presbyterian way of doing 
pastoral searches. Our denomination has constitutional procedures that must 
also be followed. Fortunately, we have a solid PNC team of people who are 
committed to this ministry, and we enjoy strong support from the Presbytery  
of Lake Michigan. The Presbytery will provide guidance to our PNC to insure 
that we get the process right.  
 

So where are we now in the process? The church is fortunate to have interim 
pastors on board and they are doing a great job of leading worship services and 
guiding us while we search for permanent clergy. Pastor Linda introduced us to 
the Presbytery staff Rev. Nancy Clodfelder and Rev. Sarah Schmidt-Lee, who 
will help us coordinate our work with the denomination.  

(Continued on page 3) 

An Update from Your  
Pastor Nominating Committee  
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Prayer Concerns:  
Darld Black, Betty Joelson, Helen 
LaVercombe, and Ruth Mastenbrook  

 

Happy Birthday! 
to Margaret Linebaugh, who  
celebrated her 95th birthday on 
April 23! 

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Dorothy and Carroll Bennink on 
the death of their brother-in-law,  
Art Voisin, on March 29, 2016. 
 

to Jan and Marty Blanchard and  
family on the death of Mary Boyce, 
on March 30, 2016. 
 

to Kelly and Craig Seaver and family 
on the death of Kelly’s father, Dan 
Kiomento, on April 5, 2016 
 

to Barb Bekins and family on the 
death of her husband, Harvey Bekins, 
on April 7, 2016. 
 

to Ethel Slover on the death of her 
husband, Meryl Slover, on April 14, 
2016. 

 

to Larry and Barb Butterworth on 
the death of Larry’s mother, Cora 
Butterworth, on April 23, 2016. 
 

Thank you! 
“Thank you to the lovely ladies who 
provided the delicious luncheon  
following Irene Heinritz’ funeral—
many thanks from a grateful family! 
 

The meal was enjoyed by all. We 
can’t begin to thank you for your  
gracious hospitality at a time when it 
was much needed. Please extend our 
appreciation to all those at First  
Presbyterian who helped that day.” 
 

“Blessings to you all.” 
Bill and Maureen Ludwig 

(Kit Heinritz’ mother and father-in-law) 
 

“Dear Friends at FPC, 

Thank you so much for your many 
kindnesses, caring and concern during 
my recent recovery from surgery. 
You are wonderful!!” 

Sincerely, 
Sally Kenrick 

 

“Thank you to all of you who  
contributed to the Lenten Devotional. 
Your scriptures, reflections and  
pictures so enriched my devotions 
during Lent.  
 

In Our Church 

 
 
 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

May 8  Steve VanderWall 
  P.O. Box 43 
  Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
 

May 11  LaMar VanHaaften 
  1125 Robbins Road 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

May 14  Harvey Beute 
  15001 Pine Ridge Road 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

May 19  Gerry VanStratt 
  Christian Haven 
  704 Pennoyer, Room 20E 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 

May 20 Fran Wilson 
 473 Sailfish Cove 
 Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
 

May 28 Sue McClellan 
 1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

June 15 Barbara Casemier 
 708 Winter Street 
 Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
 Lakeshore Assisted Living
 16331 Robbins Road 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417
  

Also, our Holy Week services were 
wonderful. The combined choirs for 
Maundy Thursday and the Stations of 
the Cross on Good Friday were very 
moving. Thank you.” 

Barb Scott 

 

May Worship Schedule 
 

Our Sunday services are at 8:45 a.m. (traditional with the Geneva Choir) 
and 11:00 a.m. (contemporary with the Gathering Band). 
 

The worship service schedule for May is:   

 May 1  Rev. Linda Male, Communion 
 May 8  Rev. Linda Male 
 May 15  Rev. Jill VanderWal  
 May 22  Rev. Linda Male  
 May 29 Rev. Linda Male (summer hours begin: traditional service 

 starts at 9:00 a.m., contemporary service starts at 10:30) 

Ushers Wanted! 
 

We are in need of ushers for both  
of our Sunday morning worship  
services! 
 
Ushers are placed on a team that 
serves 4-5 times each year, and may 
choose which service works best for 
them. We are also able to work with 
those who are here only part of the 
year. Families and students are also 
welcome to be ushers. No experience 
is needed (but guidance is provided)! 
 
Please contact Karen Nienhouse at 
842-6760 or knienhouse@fpgh.org 
with questions or to volunteer. 

PW Hanging Basket 
Pick Up 

 

For those of you who 
pre-ordered hanging 
baskets, you will be 
able to pick them up  
at church at the  
following times: 
 

Saturday, May 7, noon-3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 8, 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
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From the PNC 

From Your Stewardship Committee 

Thank you to all who support First Presbyterian Church.  
 

Revenue is currently running behind budget. Please consider making a financial  
donation to support the mission and ministries of First Presbyterian. 

Budgeted Revenue  YTD 

$233,042 

Actual Revenue YTD 

$199,613 

Total Expense Budget 

$239,340 

 

Under budget $33,429 

Total Expenses YTD 

$224,579 

Under budget $14,760 

Financial Update as of March 31, 2016 
 

*Total Revenue includes pledged, non pledged, youth receipts, loose offering,  

  per capita, all miscellaneous revenue and transfers from designated funds 

The session retained TAG consulting to help us determine the needs of our church and prioritize issues that a new pastor 
will need to address. We want to know what is important to you before we begin discussing our clergy position with  
interested candidates.  
 

The PNC will prepare information about our church and use feedback from TAG to file our own Minister Information 
Form (called a MIF) with the Presbytery. Candidates have access to our MIF through the Presbytery, online and through 
advertising.  Interested pastors reading our MIF can express a desire to be called by submitting a Personal Information 
Form (called a PIF) to our PNC. Our committee will review PIFs and look for matches that merit follow up interviews. 
Our MIF will be online by June 2016.  
 

The PNC is also working on the best way to respond to interested candidates.  We are drafting acknowledgment letters 
that all interested candidates will receive to let them know of our process. There are many details of this nature that must 
be addressed and made routine so committee members can focus on the main work of calling a pastor who will be  
successful in our church. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue the search process, and feel free to call any one of us with your comments, 
suggestions and recommendations. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee: 
Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack,  
Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley, Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

(Continued from page 1) 

In Our Church 

What is Ruah? 
Pentecost Sunday Is May 15 

 

At Pentecost we hang banners in the 
sanctuary with the word “Ruah.”  
The banners are beautiful, but what 
in the world is “Ruah?” Possibly the 
simplest interpretation to understand 
is this:  

 

“When we think of the Holy Spirit,  
it is useful to remember that this  
biblical name (Ruah)) means 
“breath” and that it is related to 
the powerful blowing of the wind 
and to our own intimate breath-
ing... the breath of God appears in 
the texts of the Old Testament as 
the power that gives life to crea-
tures. It appears as a 
profound reality of God 
which works deep with-
in man. It appears as a 
manifestation of God's 
dynamism which is 
communicated to crea-
tures.” (from www.vatican.va) 

 

Pentecost Sunday is May 15, and  
we encourage you to wear red to  
worship to symbolize the fire of 
God’s Spirit.  



Tidings article deadline for June 2016 
issue: May 20, 2016 

Submittals, suggestions or comments: 
sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 
FPC editorial staff reserves the right to 

accept or decline, edit for length and 
content all submitted material. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

West Michigan Concert Winds 
Sunday, May 1, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The West Michigan  Concert Winds 
will perform their last concert of the 
2015/16 season at FPC before 
traveling to New York City for their 
season finale at Carnegie Hall. 

 

Can you imagine the sound of 90 
musicians (including tubas, 
euphoniums, horns, trumpets, saxophones, drums and more) playing in our 
sanctuary at one time? Don’t miss this exciting concert that you are sure to 
feel down to your bones! 
 

A Community of Acceptance: A Christian perspective on how the church 
can be more welcoming to the LGBTQ population 
Sunday, May 15, 4:00 p.m. 

 

A panel of speakers will guide us in a conversation about 
how the church can be more welcoming to those who are 
gay.  
 

As a follow-up, the Wired Word will be hosting one of  
the panel speakers, The Rev. Jim Lucas, in its class on  
May 22 and 29 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in order to continue 
the discussion. 

 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

Perspectives on the 
Community Artist and 

Speaker Series 
  

As a relatively 
new member of 
the Community 
Artist Series 
Committee  

I wanted to reach out to everyone to 
say what a great program I believe 
this is for the community.  It includes 
both speaking and musical events and 
just recently showcased the musical 
group Blackthorn. There was a great 
turnout and it seemed like everyone 
enjoyed it—including the performers.   
There are still two events coming up 
in May that will round out this year’s 
programs, and next year’s events are 
ready to go in the fall. I would  
encourage everyone to try to attend as 
many of these events as possible—I 
bet you will end up believing your 
time was well spent. They are really 
very good.   
 

All of the Community Artist events 
are free to the public, but since there 
is a cost involved in securing the  
talent, opportunity exists for those 
who want to assist with financial  
support or who may even want to 
sponsor an event. Equally important  
is to just attend the events if possible. 
  

The committee wants to acknowledge 
the amazing financial support already 
provided by members of our church 
family. Your generous contributions 
have allowed us to establish a  
designated artist fund that continues  
to help support our programing. 
  

Harry Nienhouse 

Special Offering: Pentecost 
May 15, 2016 

 

The Pentecost Offering helps children and young adults reach their 
fullest potential and addresses the needs of at-risk children. Of the 
gifts received by our church, 40% will stay local and support our 
Hand2Hand backpack food program. The remaining 60% supports 
the following ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:  
 

 The Young Adult Volunteer program—YAVs serve at sites across the 
U.S. and around the world, live simple lifestyles and address poverty and 
injustice - all while growing spiritually and discerning where God is  
leading them vocationally. One-third of those who complete the program  
go on to seminary.  

 Educate a Child, Transform the World is a Presbyterian initiative aimed 
at helping at-risk children across the country. The goal of the program is to 
improve the quality of education for 1 million children by 2020. Many of 
these children are among those living in poverty in the United States.  

 The Presbyterian Youth Triennium also receives support from the  
Pentecost Offering. This annual gathering at Purdue University is a life-
changing event for more than 5,000 youth. 

 

Pentecost Sunday is May 15. Because we care so deeply for them, please give 
to help build a strong foundation of Christian faith for the young people who 
are the future of our church and our world. 
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From the Desk of Linda Male 

Glimpses of God 
 

Experiencing the Presence of the Holy Spirit in Our Daily Lives 
 

Surely God is here. 
 

The scene is set when walking away from a prison unit at 8:00 PM with glaring lights on the perimeter  
fencing topped with razor wire, blowing snow, and in the distance prison buildings partially lit. This scene 
seems close to hell with its environment of despair and yet it’s exactly what Jesus walked right into. 
 

Surely God is here when all human indicators alert us to failures and losses. God is present when; 
 Inmates’ hunched shoulders are leaning into the frigid wind after leaving a class and returning  

to their unit—hunched more from their human burden than the Michigan wind. Surely God is here. 
 Inquisitive looks in eyes during faith based discussions, seeking—can faith be real right now when  

everything is lost? Surely God is here. 
 Inmate prayers recognizing and thankfully blessing volunteers serving in classes, not so much for their  

capabilities in leading discussions, but rather, a soulful cry—“he cares.” Surely God is here. 
 Seeking confirmation that their faith journey will be rewarded some time, some where. Surely God is here. 
 A cry for reasoning and comfort from their Jesus when receiving a devastating letter from home. Surely 

God is here. 
 

Depths of human depravation act as a magnet to God. What would these prisoners do if there were no hope 
from their Lord? I ask that question of every group and all indicate chaos would exist for them. God knows  
the depths of despair in our souls and when to rescue us—surely God is here. 
 

Paul McNergney, Prison Service Volunteer 
 

“Glimpses of God” is a new feature to the Presbyterian Tidings newsletter. Members are invited to submit articles on 
where they see the presence of the Holy Spirit in their daily lives. We look forward to hearing from you! Please submit 
your writings to Sally Bryant in the church office or e-mail it to her at sbryant@fpgh.org. 

D 
uring the third week of April 
many of you participated in 
small groups with John Holm, 

our TAG Consultant.  The staff also 
had a day with him, and he paid a 
high compliment to us.  He said the 
staff works together as a team by  
appreciating one another’s skills, by 
caring for the others, and by laughing 
and crying together. He feels the staff 
is one of the many great strengths of 
this congregation. 
 

As we look forward to the work that 
remains for the calling of a Pastor, 
Head-of-Staff, we can be assured that 
the staff is ready to support what the 
PNC needs and will be ready to  
welcome a new Pastor into the mix.   
As we reviewed our strengths profiles 
provided by TAG, we could identify 

reasons for why our co-workers work 
as they do because of inherent  
personality traits. We realized that  
we rely on one another to fill in the 
spaces where we might not be so 
strong.  A new pastor can be  
incorporated into the team effort  
because we understand how and why 
we are here. 
 
Personally I can attest that this is the 
most collegial and happy church staff 
I have ever worked with.  Are we  
human?  Of course!  We wouldn’t 
want it any other way, and we thank 
God every day for the love of Christ 
that permeates all we do together. 

The Big Dipper  
Moment 

 

Many of us were very moved when 
we heard Melanie Ver Duin’s  
“Big Dipper Moment” read in  

worship on April 17.  
 

To read it again, you may go to our  
website (www.fpgh.org) and find the 
April 17 sermon titled “Re-Vision”  

under the “Resources” tab. 
 

Print copies are also available  
in the church office. 

In Our Church 

In our Church 
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  
5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  
Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  
followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky Yonan. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Vine  
June 25-July 2 

(open to students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

This year we're headed to Denver! 

 

Forms and $150 deposit will save 
your spot for this life-changing trip. 
See Caleb for forms and details.  

 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(open to students currently  
in 6th & 7th grade) 

 

We will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

Forms and $100 deposit will reserve 
your spot for this amazing trip. See 
Caleb for forms and details.  

Sunday Night Youth 
Group Schedule 

 
May 1 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 8 Mother’s Day—no meeting 

May 15 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 22 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 29 Memorial Day—no meeting 
 

June 5 End of Year Celebration

  5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

 

Family Life Ministries—Youth  

End of Year  
Celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 5 
5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

Come play games, hang out, eat 
food and celebrate the end of the 

year!  

This is for 5th-12th grade.   
Don’t miss it - it will be epic!  

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 5 

 

All graduates (high school, college, or other), please plan to bring your caps and gowns  
to worship on June 5, which is the day we will be recognizing your accomplishments!  
 

Please also complete a form regarding your future plans so we can include your information  
in a graduation display in the Gathering area (please submit the form with a photo if 
possible by May 29). Forms are available in the church office or at the Welcome Desk. 
 

Congratulations! 
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Family Life Ministries—Children 

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

We are excited to introduce the second book in our Young Children & Worship program to our first through third 
graders. The stories come from the book of Mark in the Bible and the stories are a little more complex.Younger 
children will continue learning the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   
 

Below is the schedule of stories for May: 
 

 Room 16/17   Chapel (grades 1-3) 
May 1  The Good Shepherd & the Last Supper (1) Jesus Appears by the Sea 
May 8   The Good Shepherd & the Last Supper (2) Jesus Again Asks Peter to Follow 
May 15  Pentecost   Pentecost  
May 22  Ascension   Ascension  
May 29  Baptism   Baptism 

 

 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Have you signed your children 

up for summer camp yet? 
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled 

to offer our "Camp Pathways 

Grant Program" to encourage all 

children from Kindergarten 

thru 12th grade to attend a 

Christian camp this summer. 

This is not a need-based 

program, and each student who 

applies will receive grant money. 
 

Applications 

and more 

details are 

available at 

the Children's 

Ministries 

desk.  

 

Just Announced: 

Vacation Bible School Arts Camp 

June 20-23 from 9:30-Noon  
“Invite everyone, I want my house to be full.” Luke 14:23  

Theme: The Parable of the Great Feast 

Luke 14:15-23 

A week where kids can unplug from technology and  

dive into exploring the Bible through the arts.  

Children entering kindergarten through 6th grade  

are invited to VBS!  

There will be arts for all ages and abilities.  

Try something new, discover talents and passions!  
 

Registration forms can be found on the church website at www.fpgh.org, or 

at the Family Ministries desk. Registration deadline is June 5. 
 

We are looking for adults or high school youth who are willing to be helpers 

to the arts leaders. No art experience required, just a love for sharing  

the love of Christ with children!  

Contact Becky Yonan at 616-842-6760 or byonan@fpgh.org 

Hand2Hand  
Update 

 

This month’s special food request for the Hand2Hand Backpack program is: 
 

 Canned Spaghetti Sauce (Hunt’s makes a good canned sauce—we cannot use glass jars  
because of the possibility of breakage)  
 

 

Any donations may be dropped off in the blue donation bin located by the Children’s  
Ministries office. Please send in sauce donations by May 22 so they may be sent home over  
the Memorial Day weekend 
 

Thank you! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

May 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign-ups Coming Soon: 

Adult/Teen Mission Trip 

Red Bird Mission  

in Beverly, Kentucky 

August 21-27, 2016 
 

An exciting Hands to Serve opportunity is coming your way this summer!   
 

Teens and adults from First Presbyterian will be joining workers from 
other churches to help an Appalachian mission project. The Red Bird 
Mission has been working with three counties in Kentucky that are all 
ranked in the top 20 poorest counties in the entire country. Red Bird, 
located in Beverly, Kentucky, began with just a school but has grown to  
a full-service mission encompassing education, health and wellness, 
community outreach programs and economic opportunity for people 
through a craft store and a community store.  Dedicated volunteers  
living as “Christ’s hands to serve” share their time and love throughout 
the year.   

Meeting dates with information for First Presbyterian mission team  
volunteers will be announced soon.  Mark this week on your calendar now 
to share your love with those in need. Space is limited, so act quickly! 

 

Summer Worship 

Hours Begin May 29! 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service 

 

10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 

 
Shine! will be on break  

until September,  

but Young Children & Worship 

will continue throughout  

the summer 


