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The Great White Shark can be found in most 
coastal waters around Australia. 

5 Ways to Explore the 
Great Barrier Reef

1. From the Top, Island Hop
2. With Flippers and a                       

Wetsuit
3. With Wind in your Sails

4. Smelling Rainforest Air

5. With Adrenaline Pumping

Australia is one of the most reliable places in 
the world to see the migratory, gentle whale 
shark. 

The Southern Right Whale is one of many marine 
species that can be found off the coast of Australia. 
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Animals By Land 

Australia’s native animals can often be 
difficult to spot in the wild, but you are 
guaranteed to see them in our world-
class zoos and wildlife parks across our 
major cities and regional areas. These 
include Sydney’s Taronga Zoo, the 
Rainforest Habitat in Port Douglas, 
Victoria’s Healseville Sanctuary, South 
Australia’s Cleland Wildlife Park, and 
Queenland’s Australia Zoo, amongst 
others. 
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Visit australia.com for more 
information on their island animal 
population and how to sight them. 

The Tasmanian Devil, a carniverous mammal 
unique to Australia, can only be found in the 
wild in Tasmania.

The Quoll, a carniverous mammal, is endangered 
and difficult to spot in the wild.

The Goanna, or sand monitor, are found 
commonly across the Australian continent. 

And Animals By Sea 

Our marine environments support 
around 4000 of  the world’s 22000 types 
of  fish, as well as 30 of  the world’s 
58 sea grass species. We also have the 
world’s largest coral reef  system, the 
World Heritage-listed Great Barrier 
Reef, where there are so many species 
of  colorful fish, including the beautiful 
clown fish, that you’ll need more than 
one visit to try and count them call. We 

have also have around 1700 
different species of  

coral.

http://www.australia.com
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Staying Safe Down Under Unique and Unusual
Our unique animals are one of  the many 
reasons people visit our country. 

Mammals Australia doesn’t have 
large predatory animals, the dingo, or 
wild dog, is our largest carnivorous 
mammal. Other unique carnivorous 
animals include the Wombat, Quall, and 
Tasmanian Devil, but none of  these are 
larger than the average house cat.

Marsupials Australia has more than 
140 species of  marsupials including 
kangaroos, wallabies, koalas, and 
wombats. You should easily be able 
to see kangaroos in the wild in most 
rural parts of  Australia. The koala is 
everyone’s favorite, but be aware - it’s 
not a bear. They are found across the 
eastern temperate coast. Another stout, 
burrowing creature you will find here is 
the wombat. 

Monotremes Another animal 
group only found in Australia is the 
monotermes, or egg-laying mammals. 
The most distinctive is the platypus, 
a river-dwelling animal with a duck-
like bill, furry body, and webbed feet. 
The echidna is another monotreme, 

sometimes more commonly known as a 
spiny ant-eater. 

Birds Of  the 828 species listed in 
Australia, about half  are found nowhere 
else. They range from tiny honey-eaters 
to the large, flightless emu. A bird 
unique to Australia is the kookaburra, 
which is best known for its hysterical, 
human-sounding laughter at dusk and 
dawn. 

Reptiles Australia has more species 
of  venomous snakes than any other 
continent, 25 of  the world’s deadliest 
in  fact. But not all are poisonous, 
we also have some stunning pythons 
and tree snakes. We are also famous 
for crocodiles, both freshwater and 
saltwater. 

Visit Australia Zoo for more 
information on these unique animals 
and information on education and 
conservation. The Echidna is one of Australia’s monotremes, 

or egg laying mammal. 

The koala is one of Australia’s unique species, a marsupial. They are most commonly seen across 
the temperate eastern coast. 

  More than 
80% of our plants, 

mammals, reptiles, 
and frogs are unique 
to Australia and are 

found no-where 
else.

The Saltwater Crocodile can grow up to 18 feet in length. They have been known to take 
on animals such as adult water buffalo and have often attacked people.   Ten of the 

Most Dangerous 
Australian Animals

1. Box Jellyfish
2. Taipan
3. Saltwater Crocodile
4. Blue Ring Octopus
5. Stone Fish
6. Red Back Spider
7. Brown Snake
8. Tiger Snake
9. Great White Shark

10. Funnel Web Spider

The Box Jellyfish is one of the most lethal 
animals in the world. 

As fascinating as Australia might 
be, the Land Down Under is not 
without dangers, especially when 
it comes to the rich fauna. When 
choosing to travel to Australia, be sure 
to consider all the continent has in 
store, especially poisonous or lethal 
animals. It is important to be awware 
of  environmental hazards and to take 
sensible precautions in regards to sharks, 
crocodiles, and poisonous animals. Most 
tourists are not likely to encounter most 
of  Australia’s dangerous and poisonous 
species while in an urban environment, 
however, it doesn’t hurt to be educated. 

Sharks and Crocodiles Shark 
attacks in Australia are very rare, 
however may be fatal. Shark netting on 
Australian beaches deters sharks, but 
you can further reduce your rick by 
always swimming between the flags on 
patrolled beaches and not swimming at 
dusk or evening. Crocodiles live in rivers 
and coastal estuaries. When traveling 
near crocodile habitats, observe safety 
signs and don’t swim in rivers. Also, seek 
expert advice about crocodiles before 
camping or fishing. 

The Poisonous Animals 
Marine stingers are present in tropical 
waters from November to April. During 
this time you can only swim within 
singer resistant enclosures, which are 
set up on the most popular beaches. 
You will also need to wear protective 
clothing when swimming, snorkeling, or 
diving on the outer Great Barrier Reef. 

Bushwalking and Hiking 
When bushwalking or hiking, you 
can avoid snake and spider bites by 
wearing protective footwear and using 
your common sense. If  bitten, seek 
immediate medical attention. Deaths 
from snake bites are extremely rare and 
there have been few deaths from spider 
bites since anti venoms were made 
available in 1981. Also, be sure not to 
feed or play with native animals, you 
may get scratched or bitten. 

For more information on where these 
animals can be found see Animals By 
Land.

The Thorny Devil is a harmless, slow-moving 
reptile found throughout Australia’s interior 
desert. 

http://www.australiazoo.com.au/

