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Buhari resumes tomorrow 
after 53 days outside office

P
resident Mu-
hammadu Bu-
hari will offi-
cially resume 

work on Monday after 
he has written to the 
National Assembly in-

forming them of his 
return.

Aso Rock officials 
told BDSUNDAY that 
the President would 
be meeting with Vice 
President Yemi Osin-
bajo this weekend for 
discussions and prob-
ably have a debriefing 
session.

In a meeting after 
his return from a 50-
day medical vacation 
in London, Buhari had 
said he deliberately 
decided to arrive on a 
weekend to allow Osin-
bajo continue with his 
work while he rested 
some more.

“I deliberately came 

back towards the week-
end, so that the Vice 
President will continue 
and I will continue to 
rest,” he said.

The President had 
earlier in his remarks 
said some of his expe
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As Abuja airport is closed...

T
he six-week closure of the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Inter-
national Airport, Abuja 
dominated discourse for 
the most part of last week, 

and understandably so given the huge 
negative impact it is expected to have 
on the Nigerian economy which slid 
into recession in 2016 for the first time 
in 25 years.

Lai Mohammed, Minister of Infor-
mation and Culture, at a world news 
conference in Abuja on Monday, 
formally announced that the long-
awaited shutdown for the purpose of 
repairing the failed portion of the air-
port runway would finally take effect 
at 12:00 am on Wednesday, March 8.

“During that time, Abuja flights will 
be diverted to Kaduna,” he said.

From Kaduna, Abuja passengers 
would then travel in bus shuttles or 
train, guarded by security provided 
by the government, to Abuja. Bristow 
Helicopter and Omni Helicopter also 
announced they would be available 
to fly willing VIP passengers from 
Kaduna to Abuja.

Local and international airlines 
and the business community have 
expressed concern about the severe 
disruption the shutdown would cause.

Abuja is “the gateway to Nigeria’s 
capital and seat of government”, 
centre of diplomatic activities, and “a 
vital resource for public officials, VIPs, 
and business travellers”; its airport is 
Nigeria’s second-busiest after Lagos, 
handling almost 5,000 domestic flights 
in December alone.

The airport controlled 34 percent 
of domestic traffic and 22 percent of 
international traffic as at June 2016, 
according to Nigerian Bureau of Sta-
tistics data.

The airport was earlier scheduled 
to be closed between February and 
March, but the government later 
rescheduled the closure to March 8. 
No reason was given for the change 
of date.

A mountain of concerns
During an aviation stakeholders 

meeting on January 5 convened by 
Hadi Sirika, Minister of State, Avia-
tion, shortly after government made 
public its plan to close the airport, for-
eign and domestic airlines operating 
in the country voiced their concerns 
bordering mainly on security and in-
frastructure. Kaduna airport is much 
smaller, while the state has witnessed 
recurrent violent clashes and kidnap-
ping in recent times.

The Airline Operators of Nigeria 
(AON), through its chairman, Nogie 
Meggisson, advised the government 
to seek alternative ways to undertake 
the repairs. One of such options, Meg-
gisson said, was to carry out the repairs 
at night (6pm to 6am) as is done in 
other countries.

“Alternatively, the runway in Abuja 
is 3,900 metres. If you split the runway 
in two, you will get roughly 2,000 
metres. We can fix one side for three 
weeks and come back to the other side 
with 2,000 metres runway. A Boeing 
737 can comfortably get onto it on a 
one-hour flight. A PRJ, a Dash-8 and 
local carriers can come in. The inter-
national carriers can go to Lagos and 

Kano and redistribute from there. That 
is our own view,” he said.

Osho Joseph, who spoke on behalf 
of international airline operators, 
questioned the availability of aviation 
fuel for airlines in Kaduna and urged 
the government to reconsider Kaduna 
airport as an alternative route for only 
local airlines.

But Sirika insisted it was abso-
lutely necessary to close the Abuja 
airport since the work that needed 
to be done involved the entire struc-
ture of the runway right through 
the bottom, saying that “all the four 
levels are dilapidated and completely 
gone! It opens up without giving you 
notice”.

“We need to do this runway, we will 
be working for six months without 
closure day in day out like they do in 
Gatwick, but we will do six weeks of 
closure to be able in six weeks to attend 
to the central part of that runway. This 
working at night without the closure 
of the airport is what we have been 
doing for 14 years after the lifespan 
of that runway and we achieved the 
same result,” he said.

Anticipated loss
Apart from what the airlines stand 

to lose in case of expected drop in pas-
senger volume, the many businesses 
that operate in and around the Abuja 
airport would be particularly badly 
hit. Businesses in Abuja, especially 
those that depend on visitors, will be 
adversely affected.

On Tuesday, the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) reported that some air-
lines and cab operators at the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International Airport, Abuja 
were already calculating their loss for 
the six weeks that the airport would 
be closed. 

Aliyu Abdullazeez-Aliyu, chair-
man, Airport Car Hires Association 
(ACHA), Abuja chapter, told NAN 
that his members would lose between 
N300 million and N500 million as 
only about 150-200 of them would be 
deployed to Kaduna airport to comple-
ment those operating there, while a 
larger number would be out of job 
during the six-week period.

NAN also quoted Abdullahi Sa-
roke, station manager, Azman Air-
lines, as saying that 65 percent of 
flights operated from Abuja airport 
would likely be cut off at Kaduna 
resulting in losses.

“Statistics has shown that 65 per-

Ibrahim Idris, Inspector General 
of Police, assured that the police had 
made adequate security plans to 
ensure seamless operation between 
Abuja and Kaduna airports.

On Wednesday, Henrietta Yakubu, 
acting General Manager, Corporate 
Affairs, Federal Airports Authority of 
Nigeria (FAAN), said that everything 
was fully in place at Kaduna airport.

“The terminal building is finally 
ready. Everything has been prepared 
in readiness to receive flights from 
all over Nigeria into Kaduna Inter-
national Airport,” she said on phone 
during Channels TV flagship breakfast 
show, Sunrise Daily.

Meanwhile, the aviation ministry 
says it has provided a dedicated web-
site (www.abujaairportclosure.info) to 
update airport users on the operations 
at Kaduna during the period.

Foreign airlines shun Kaduna
As at Monday, two days to the 

Abuja airport closure, Ethiopian Air-
lines was the only foreign carrier that 
had agreed to fly into the Kaduna 
International Airport. But Sirika said 
more foreign airlines were expected 
to come on stream before Wednesday. 
However, as at Wednesday, no other 
airline had indicated readiness to fly 
into Kaduna.

Henrietta Yakubu of FAAN said 
some of the foreign carriers indicated 
they would not want to expose their 
passengers to the two to three-hour 
journey by road from Kaduna to 
Abuja, but that they would either 
increase their frequency into Lagos 
or halt operation until after the six 
weeks.

She also said the aviation minister 
was in talks with other international 
airlines and there was hope that more 
of them would come on board.

Businesses, airlines re-strategise
Some airlines have already released 

new flight schedule to accommodate 
the changes that the closure of the 
Abuja airport entails.

On Saturday, March 4, Roy Ileg-
bodu, Chief Executive Officer, Arik Air, 
told newsmen in Lagos that the airline 
would be operating three daily flights 
between Kaduna and Lagos and one 
daily flight between Kaduna and Ac-
cra, Ghana during the six-week period.

“Other destinations to be serviced 
by the airline from Kaduna are Port 
Harcourt, Ilorin, Sokoto, Gombe, Yola 
and Enugu, which will have one daily 
flight each. The new schedule will 
be operated for six weeks when the 
Abuja Airport is closed to traffic,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, several businesses 
have indicated that they would be 
cutting down on travelling schedule to 
Abuja within the closure period. Oth-
ers have either postponed or cancelled 
visits until the airport is reopened.

Repair work begins on Abuja 
airport

Repair work began on the Abuja 
airport on Wednesday, according to 
government sources. The repair work 
is being executed by Julius Berger at 
the cost of $18 million.

“(Julius Berger) has given assurance 
to the federal government and the 
public that the airport will be open 
for business on April 19, and we are 
holding them to their word of course,” 
Yakubu said.?

CHUKS OLUIGBO

cent of domestic flights happened be-
tween Abuja and Lagos and this route 
is going to be shut down by midnight 
on March 8. What that means is that 
65 percent of this operation has been 
cut off, remaining 35 percent, and there 
are so many routes you cannot operate 
from Kaduna and they are lucrative 
routes,” Saroke said.

“Those routes are Abuja-Asaba, 
Abuja-Owerri, Abuja-Warri, Abuja-
Port Harcourt, Abuja-Enugu and 
Abuja-Kano,” he said.

Airport services group, Skyway 
Aviation Handling Company (SAH-
COL), also says it may be losing over 
$250,000 a day for the six weeks.

Will Kaduna cope?
Analysts have questioned the car-

rying capacity of the Kaduna interna-
tional airport. BusinessDay in a back-
page report on Tuesday estimated, 
based on NBS data, that the Kaduna 
airport would have to cope with an 
average of 7,500 passengers a day or 
about 300,000 passengers for the six 
weeks assuming there is no significant 
drop in passenger traffic for the period 
of the Abuja airport closure.

“It is not clear the passenger han-
dling capacity of the renovated Ka-
duna airport, but the capacity of the 
existing airport is understood to be 
about 500 passengers a day,” it said.

Government assures of smooth 
operation

Lai Mohammed told the news con-
ference on Monday that Acting Presi-
dent Yemi Osinbajo had, on March 3, 
inspected the Kaduna airport and the 
railway station to ascertain the state 
of readiness.

“The summary of the finding is that 
while the airport may not be 100 per-
cent ready, by the time Abuja airport is 
shut, it will indeed be suitable enough,” 
he said.

He announced that repair work on 
the Abuja-Kaduna highway had been 
completed to ensure smooth passage 
for Abuja-bound passengers, while 
promising that the Federal Govern-
ment would ensure seamless opera-
tion at Kaduna International Airport.

Rotimi Amaechi, Minister of Trans-
portation, said the government had 
concluded arrangements to provide 
free transportation service for Abuja-
bound passengers to and from Kaduna 
and that train services would be rear-
ranged to suit the flight schedules at 
Kaduna airport.
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W
hen the Godswill 
Akpabio adminis-
tration conceived 
the Ibom Multispe-
cialty Hospital in 

Uyo, Akwa-Ibom State, it was intended 
to check the perennial medical tourism 
in Nigeria and by extension plug the 
huge foreign exchange losses that result 
therefrom.

But concern rose when Governor 
Akpabio himself, who conceived the 
idea and committed a huge chunk of the 
state’s money into the project, jetted out 
of the country to seek medical attention 
following his involvement in an auto-
crash shortly after he left office and was 
elected into the Nigerian Senate.

Today, one question that readily 
comes to mind is the extent to which 
the hospital has lived up to its raison 
d’etre 16 months after it opened its 
doors for operations.

The 308-bed international specialist 
hospital is an ultra-modern medical fa-
cility with six fully integrated modular 
theatres said to have cost Akwa Ibom 
State about N30 billion to establish.

It is equipped with 640 slides CT 
scan, digital mammography, endoscopy 
surgery, highly sophisticated intensive 
care units and medical gas plants. It 
runs on paperless and fully automated 
laboratories. It also has a helipad to 
facilitate easy emergency movements 
to and from the hospital. The entire 
hospital system is also hooked up to a 
global system for best practice.

During the launch of the hospital 
in May 2015, shortly before he exited 
office as governor, Akpabio had said 
that the hospital was of “world-class” 
standard, and higher in status than a 
teaching hospital in Nigeria.

“We lose billions of dollars every 
year to medical trips abroad. We have 
also lost a lot of people, not because we 
don’t have the expertise in the country. 
We needed a hospital that can run at 
international standard. I decided to 
build general hospitals in local govern-
ments that did not have and in areas 
that are very populated, even if the local 
government already had one. I found 
out that what we have here can go for 
a teaching hospital,” he said.

“We also decided to have a hospital 
that would answer to the needs of 
Nigerians in terms of advance health 
management and that was why we 
built the Ibom Specialist Hospital. It is 
not like a teaching hospital, it is like a 
quaternary hospital, it is higher than a 
teaching hospital,” he added.

The former governor, who is now 
the minority leader in the Senate, was 
to be enmeshed in a web of contro-
versy when, rather than patronise the 

multimillion Ibom hospital after his 
involvement in an auto-crash late 2015, 
travelled to the United Kingdom for 
medical attention.

Will the hospital reduce medical 
tourism?

With some feats said to have been 
recorded in the hospital according to 
sources, such as about 40 to 45 success-
ful neurosurgeries, among others, the 
chief medical director, while explaining 
the extent to which the hospital is be-
ing tailored toward reducing medical 
tourism in the country, said: “Anybody 
going abroad is doing so because he or 
she wants to go abroad not because of 
medical care; people from other coun-
tries do come here for medical care, We 
are getting ready to start the open heart 
surgery. In cardiology, we are doing 
pacemakers and lots more.”

“Too costly,” indigenes say
 One of the complaints that many 

indigenes of the state have is the bill, 
which they described as “beyond their 
reach.”

A retiree who spoke with BDSUN-
DAY on condition of anonymity said he 
spent all his active years in the service 
of the state without much to show for 
it, and that after his contributions to 
the development of the state he can-
not afford the treatment in a hospital 
that was built by his state and with the 
wealth that belongs to every free born 
of the state.

“Some of us laboured and used our 
useful days to work for the good of this 
state, today; those who never labored 
for anything are presiding over the 
sharing formula. Today, with all I have 
done for this state, I cannot afford for a 
decent medical attention in that hos-
pital,” said the man, who is in his 70s.

“It is for some class of people. It is for 
the super rich, many of whom cannot 
point at what they have done for the 
state,” he said.

Reminded that such a hospital needs 
a lot of money to keep running as it is 
not a charity home, the retiree retorted, 
“Who said it must be free? All I am say-
ing is that certain categories of people, 
elder statesmen and women who toiled 

for the state, should be given some form of 
consideration.”

Hospital not for profit-making – CMD
Debunking the impression that the facility 

was built for certain categories of people – the 
moneybags – Adeyemi Johnson, a cardiologist 
and the Chief Medical Director of the hospital, 
said that was not the case. He insisted that 
the hospital is not out to make profit, adding 
that majority of the patients are not rich. He, 
however, explained that bills must be charged 
in order to keep the dream alive.

“I can safely say that majority of our pa-
tients are not rich. Our costs are not subsi-
dised by anybody so we cannot make it free 
because we have to cover our costs, but we 
are not a profit organisation. The hospital is 
not here to make profit but it has to be able to 
meet its cost. It is not free but the prices are 
reasonable,” he said.

“At this point we are able to meet our ex-
penses, the recession is hitting everybody. 
But we have made some adjustments, we are 
back on track. All the rumours about that the 
hospital has been closed are not true. We ran 
into the same turbulence like everybody has 
run into in the recession but we have adjusted 
and we are back on track,’’ he said.
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Can Ibom multispecialty hospital 
halt medical tourism in Nigeria?
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Dr Johnson

Medical-wonders-at-Ibom-speciallist-hospital-Uyo

treatment at the facility brought home 
the importance of such a hospital in 
the country.

According to doctors, the child 
was brought in a condition that was 
described as critical and a major emer-
gency surgery had to be performed on 
his head which was shattered in the 
accident.

The “brain of the child had to be put 
back as his skull was shattered and the 
brain was sticking out”, one of the doc-
tors said.

Man testifies of successful brain 
tumour operation

For Etim Daniel, a 56-year-old civil 
servant who had successfully under-
gone brain surgery at the Ibom Mul-
tispecialty Hospital, the doctors at the 
facility saved his life.

Sitting in one of the private wards 
with drips on his hand and still shiver-
ing, he narrated his experience.

“One side of my body was paralysed. 
I could not lift my arms up and I felt 
numb on my arms and feet. I had gone 
to several health facilities, done scans 
and tests in many places. When I came 
here, the scan was interpreted correctly 
and differently from what was done 
elsewhere.

“Doctors told me I had a tumour in 
my brain, that there was blood in the 
brain trying to form a tumour that 
paralysed me. I could not walk; it was 
as serious as that. I was creating a scene 
in my office. Before I could come out of 
my vehicle, my staff would be laughing 
at me. The day I went to the church last, 
the whole church members were crying 
for my sake.

“I am alright now, If I did not feel 
strong how would I be able to talk 
with you. The cost is much but life is 
more than money. When I was given 
the initial estimate, it was frightening. 
It was one million, five hundred and 
thirty three thousand, and eleven naira 

(N1,533,011). If I had looked at that, I 
would not have been treated. Some-
body should not look at that money, 
when you are out alive, the money will 
be available,” Daniel said.

According to him, “The thing started 
as numbness, I did not have any feeling 
on the left side of the leg. I was thinking 
it was because of the tight shoes that I 
was wearing. People were telling me 
that it was not a medical case. But today, 
as far as I have had this experience, I 
believe that there is nothing that doc-
tors here cannot do.’’

Open heart operation to begin soon
Doctors in the hospital are special-

ists in various fields including neuro-
surgery, cardiology, oncology, internal 
medicine, general surgery, orthopaedics 
and gynaecology. BDSUNDAY gath-
ered that it will soon begin open heart 
surgery. 

An expert in Health Sciences who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said: 
“With the best facilities for radiology in 
the country and on the verge of being 

the first health facility in the country 
to commence non-surgical removal of 
fibroid, the Ibom multispecialty hospital 
is in a class of its own in terms of spe-
cialised healthcare.”

Speaking with our correspondent, 
the Chief Medical Director of the hos-
pital, said: “This is the best equipped 
hospital in Nigeria in terms of latest 
technology and equipment. We have 
got all the hi-tech equipment that we 
require. The most advanced scanning 
machines are here, advanced MRI, 
mammogram, we are not short of 
equipment. We have the best radiology 
facilities in the country.”

Asked the plan of making the hos-
pital the India in Nigeria, Johnson said: 
“In few years time, we will be the best 
hospital in Africa. I do not know about 
this hospital being the new India or the 
new Europe, all I know is that in US and 
Europe we have Nigerian doctors who 
are rated the best in the world. We do 
not need to have a new India but we 
want to surpass the standard of India. 
I guarantee that you will get the best 
medical care here compared to any-
where else in few years time.”

The CMD also disclosed that most 
of the specialists in the hospital were 
drawn from India, Italy, Venezuela and 
other developed countries. He also said 
that some other health workers, includ-
ing nurses are also hired from abroad, 
adding, however, that there are plans to 
have Nigerians take over the running of 
the hospital in the long run.

Akwa Ibom woos Nigerian doctors 
abroad

Dominic Ukpong, Akwa Ibom State 
commissioner for health, agrees that 
it is possible for the hospital to be at 
the forefront of checking the growing 
incidence of medical tourism, adding 
that it depends on Nigerians abroad 
who should be willing to demonstrate 
patriotism by coming to work in the 
hospital.

“When there was a tragedy in the 
state in respect of the collapsed church 
building, we got some Nigerian doctors 
through the assistance of the health 
minister. We had about nine doctors 
and we worked every day, we were 
able to save many lives, if we have all 
these things working, the place will be 
functioning at 100 percent,” he said.

Workers’ welfare guaranteed, but concern 
mounts

The hospital has its housing estate for most 
of the workers, particularly the expatriates, 
and there is a special transport scheme to con-
vey the workers to and from the hospital. But 
in the face of the country’s current economic 
challenges, observers say the engagement of 
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specialists from abroad, who are paid in for-
eign currencies, when Nigerians are equally 
qualified and are also occupying top posi-
tions in renowned medical facilities abroad 
might weigh heavily on its running cost and 
could hinder the quick transfer of expertise 
to Nigerians.

In response to the concern over the flood-
ing of the hospital with expatriates, Johnson, 
who acknowledged that “Nigerian doctors 
are rated some of the best all over the world 
especially in US and UK”, said: “Our strategy 
is to start the process and have it run by Ni-
gerians in the near future.”

Hospital’s exploits:
Child with shattered skull saved
During the tragic incident of December 

10, 2016 in which many people were injured 
as a result of the collapsed church building, 
some with broken legs, skulls and spinal 
cords, the hospital became a sanctuary for 
the treatment of the injured working with 
the best healthcare professionals available 
in the world.

This was clearly demonstrated in the case 
of a two-year-old child who was one of the 
victims of the church disaster and whose 



L-R: John Butter, Berthing member; Mike Towler, commodore, Sir Henry Muogho, Exco member and Peter 
Kotze, social member all of Apapa Boat Club, during the International Day of the club in Lagos, recently.

Michael Olasubomi Balogun, founder, FCMB Group, (4th r); his wife, Abimbola Balogun (5th r) and 
Executive Management of FCMB Group Plc, during the 83rd birthday celebration ceremony of Otunba 
Balogun in Lagos.
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L-R: Tope Ashiwaju, Group Public Relations and Events Manager, Dufil Prima Foods Plc; Uriel Oputa, 
Big Brother Naija 2017 Contestant, and Edien Omotola, Digital Marketing Executive, Indomie, during 
a courtesy visit by the BBNaija Contestant to Indomie Office in Lagos.

L-R: Eniola Onimole, HR director, Unilever Ghana-Nigeria; Nkechi Juwah, HR director, SAB Miller 
Plc; Yaw Nsarkoh, executive vice president, Unilever Ghana-Nigeria; Kemi Adewole, founder & CEO, 
Protiquette Consult, and Soromidayo George, corporate affairs director, Unilever Ghana-Nigeria, at 
the 2017 International Women’s Day celebration in Lagos.

L-R: Misan Eresanara, member, board of directors, Special Olympics Nigeria; Nike Ibirogba, member, 
board of directors, Special Olympics Nigeria; Funmito Agusto, member, board of directors, Special 
Olympics Nigeria; Victor Osibodu, chairman, board of directors, Special Olympics Nigeria; Naomi 
Saliu-Lawal, national director, Special Olympics Nigeria; Dolapo Ogunbanwo, member, board of direc-
tors, Special Olympics Nigeria; Foluso Philips, member, board of directors, Special Olympics Nigeria, 
and the Special Olympics athletes during the send forth ceremony for athletes to the 2017 Special 
Olympics world winter games in Lagos.

L-R: SmartCab ambassadors; 9ice, award winning filmmaker; Muyiwa Ademola, SmartCab Country 
Manager; Jubril Arogundade, at the recent launch of SmartCab in Lagos.  

Wilson Ideva, managing director/CEO, Premium Pensions Limited and his wife Irene Ideva cutting 
the cake in celebration of their 25th Wedding anniversary recently at the Foursquare Gospel Church, 
Asokoro, Abuja.

L-R: Temi Dalley, Group Head, Human Resources Services, First City Monument Bank (FCMB); Felicia 
Obozuwa, Divisional Head, Corporate Services Division; Bukky Adebiyi, president and chief executive 
officer, Jakin N.G.O and Temitayo Ade-Peters, Head, CSR and Sustainability, First City Monument Bank 
(FCMB) and a set of graduates of FCMB Women sponsored 3month youth empowerment for entrepre-
neurship and employability skills programme at the graduation ceremony, at an First City Monument 
Bank (FCMB) training facility in Lagos Island to the mark 2017 International Women’s Day in Lagos.
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A summary of major events that 
made headlines last week
Osinbajo in Edo, says failed contractors of 
N/Delta projects to face prosecution

A
cting President Yemi Osin-
bajo was in Benin City, 
the Edo State capital, on 
Monday as part of his fact-

finding visits to the Niger Delta states, 
where he informed the gathering at 
a town-hall meeting that the new 
vision for Niger Delta would define a 
bright future for the oil communities.

Osinbajo, who pledged govern-
ment’s commitment to its promises 
to the people, said the elites had been 
the ones blocking the man on the 
street from enjoying the fruit of the 
land, promising that the Federal Gov-
ernment would henceforth prosecute 
contractors who abandon projects in 
the Niger Delta.

 Ngilari, ex-Adamawa gov., bags 5 
years for N167.8m fraud

Bala James Ngilari, the immediate-
past governor of Adamawa State, on 
Monday emerged the second former 
governor, after Lucky Igbinedion of 
Edo State, to be convicted of corrup-
tion since Nigeria’s return to civil rule 
in 1999.

Justice Nathan Musa of the Ad-
amawa High Court sitting in Yola 
sentenced Ngilari, who was governor 
for only seven months, to five years in 
prison without option of fine after he 
was found guilty of corrupt practices.

Ngilari, who was found guilty of 17 
charges levelled against him by the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC), was convicted for 
awarding a N167.8 million contract 
for the supply of 25 units of Toyota 
Camry 2.8 to a contractor known 
only to him.

He was, however, allowed to 
choose Yola Main Prison or any 
prison yard in the country to serve 
his term.

 Onnoghen sworn in as CJN
Walter Nkanu Onnoghen was on 

Tuesday sworn in as the 17th Chief 
Justice of Nigeria by Acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo, who charged him to 
restore the confidence of Nigerians in 
the three arms of government.

At the swearing-in ceremony 
which took place in the council 
chambers of Aso Rock Presidential 
Villa, Abuja, Onnoghen was also 
conferred with the national honour 
of Grand Commander of the Order of 
the Niger (GCON).

Onnoghen, who hails from Cross 
River State, was appointed by Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari in acting 
capacity on November 10, 2016 fol-
lowing the retirement of Mahmoud 
Mohammed, former CJN.

After three months in acting 
capacity, Osinbajo on February 8 
returned his name to the Senate for 
confirmation as substantive CJN and 
the Senate screened and confirmed 
him on March 1.

 N485bn Lagos-Ibadan speed rail 
project takes off

Acting President Yemi Osinbajo 
on Tuesday performed the ground-
breaking for the commencement 
of work on the new Lagos-Ibadan 
standard gauge rail project.

At the ceremony which took place 
at the Nigerian Railway Corpora-

tion’s co mpound in Ebute Metta , 
Lagos, Osinbajorestated the Federal 
Government’s resolve to revive and 
modernise rail transportation in order 
to ease pressure on the nation’s roads .

The Lagos-Ibadan standard gauge 
line, which is the phase two of the 
Lagos-Kano standard gauge track, 
covers 156 kilometres and will be 
delivered at an estimated cost of $1.5 
billion (N485bn).

The project is being jointly funded 
by Nigerian and Chinese govern-
ments and was awarded to the China 
Railway Construction Corporation 
(CRCC), a subsidiary of the China Civil 
Engineering Construction Corpora-
tion (CCECC).

 
CBN injects additional $100m into 

forex market
In continuation of its recent inter-

ventions aimed at making foreign ex-
change easily accessible to customers 
and ridding the market of speculators, 
the Central Bank of Nigeria on Tues-
day injected an additional $100 mil-
lion into the interbank forex market.

Isaac Okorafor, CBN’s acting Direc-
tor of Corporate Communications, 
said the measure was to fund the com-
mercial banks with enough forex to 
cater for the request of customers and 
to meet basic travelling allowance, 
medicals and tuition fees.

This fresh injection by the apex 
bank brings the amount so far 
pumped into the interbank forex 
market within the last two weeks to 
$1.14 billion for both forwards and 
invisibles.

 
Abuja airport closure takes effect
Beginning from 12:00 am on 

Wednesday, the long-anticipated 
closure of the Nnamdi Azikiwe In-
ternational Airport, Abuja, Nigeria’s 
second-busiest airport, took effect. 
The six-week closure is to allow long 
overdue repair works on the airport’s 
sole runway. An $18 million contract 
has been awarded for the repairs to 
construction firm Julius Berger.

Kaduna International Airport, 
designated by government as the al-
ternative to Abuja, received the first 
international flight, Ethiopian Air-
lines Boeing 787, shortly after midday 
on Wednesday. Ethiopian Airlines is 
the only international carrier that 

had agreed to fly into Kaduna.
The shutdown is expected to have 

negative impact on businesses and the 
overall economy. Government said it 
provided free bus and train services 
for passengers travelling between 
Abuja and Kaduna during the six-
week closure.

 
Customs defies Senate on duty 

payment on old vehicles
The Nigeria Customs Service on 

Wednesday insisted that the one-
month ultimatum it gave owners of 
vehicles without correct duty papers 
to pay the appropriate duties or face 
a clampdown remained sacrosanct, in 
defiance of Senate directive that the 
policy be shelved.

The Senate had on Tuesday re-
jected the directive earlier issued 
by Hameed Ali, Comptroller-Gen-
eral of Customs, giving Monday, 
March 13 to Wednesday, April 12, 
2017 as grace period for owners 
of all vehicles within the country 
whose correct customs duties had 
not been fully paid to do so. The 
Senate stated that the NCS had no 
legal backing to implement such a 
directive.

But speaking at a media briefing 
on Wednesday, Joseph Attah, Acting 
Public Relations Officer of Customs, 
said the one-month grace period was 
still in force despite the order of the 
Senate, adding that Customs had ap-
proved a rebate of 60 percent for ve-
hicles imported prior to the 2016 fiscal 
period in a bid to reduce the burden of 
the duty payment on Nigerians.

 
Army sets up panel to probe al-

leged IPOB, N’East killings
Lt. Gen. Tukur Buratai, Chief of 

Army Staff, on Wednesday set up an 
eight-man panel to investigate allega-
tions of extra-judicial killings in the 
North-East and the alleged killing of 
members of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra in the South-East. Other allega-
tions against the soldiers to be inves-
tigated by the panel include arbitrary 
arrests and detention, torture and 
enforced disappearance of suspected 
Boko Haram terrorists.

Members of the panel are Maj. Gen. 
Ahmed Jibrin (retd) as chairman, Brig. 
Gen. Dadan Garba (retd), Brig. Gen. 
Abdulqadir Guide (retd), Brig. Gen. O. 

Olayinka, Colonel L.B. Mohammed, 
Colonel U.M. Wambai, Mr. Olawole 
Fapohunda, and Lt. Col. C.M. Akaliro 
(secretary).

 Ambode tackles FG on Lagos 
airport road

Lagos State governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode, on Wednesday after in-
specting projects which he plans 
to inaugurate as part of the ‘Lagos 
at 50’ celebration and the second 
anniversary of his administration, 
accused the Federal Government of 
frustrating the state’s plan to rebuild 
the Oshodi-Murtala Muhammed 
Airport road.

Ambode, who described the Air-
port Road as “a national embarrass-
ment”, said although his administra-
tion had come up with a design for 
the reconstruction of the road and 
the funds for the project, the Federal 
Ministry of Works failed to give it 
the green light, adding that if given 
the approval, his administration was 
ready to begin the construction 
within two weeks and finish it within 
six months.

He said the Federal Government 
owes the state N51 billion spent on 
repairing federal roads over the years, 
urged the Federal Government to 
avail the state of the N2 billion ap-
propriated for the Airport Road in the 
2017 National Budget to carry out the 
project as addition to what the state 
would spend on it.

 
INEC releases 2019 general elec-

tions timetable
The Independent National Elec-

toral Commission (INEC) on Thursday 
released the timetable for the 2019 
elections, indicating that it would hold 
the next presidential and National 
Assembly elections on February 16, 
while the governorship and state as-
sembly polls will take place on March 
2, 2019.

Solomon Soyebi, INEC’s National 
Commissioner in charge of Voter 
Education and Publicity, after the 
commission’s management meeting, 
told journalists that INEC released 
the timetable early in order to nur-
ture the nation’s democracy and the 
electoral process and to allow proper 
planning by INEC and other election 
stakeholders.

 
Buhari returns home after pro-

longed medical leave
President Muhammadu Buhari 

returned to Nigeria on Friday after 
a 49-day medical leave in the UK. He 
flew into an air force base in Kaduna, 
from where he then flew to Abuja in 
a military helicopter.

Buhari left Nigeria on January 
19 for a 10-day medical vacation, 
which was later extended indefinitely 
“based on doctors’ recommenda-
tion for further tests and rest”. Lack 
of transparency regarding his true 
health condition had fuelled specu-
lation that the worst may have hap-
pened. 

Buhari, who said he was pleased to 
be back, also indicated that Vice Presi-
dent Yemi Osinbajo would continue 
to oversee issues of governance while 
he (Buhari) recuperates.

L-R: Rotimi Amaechi, minister of transportation; Acting President Yemi Osinbajo, and Akinwunmi Ambode, Lagos 
State governor, at the flag-off of the Lagos-Ibadan rail line, Tuesday.
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Ikpeazu begins rehabilitation 
of Ngwa road, others

R
esidents of 
Ngwa Road 
Aba and its 
e n v i r o n s 
have heaved 

a sigh of relief, following 
the commencement of 
work on the rehabilita-
tion of  roads in the area, 
aimed at opening up 
the strategic, but  ne-
glected area of Aba, the 
commercial hub of Abia 
State.

 It is estimated that 
about 40 percent of Aba 
residents live at Ngwa 
Road; however, the area 
lacked basic amenities 
and good sanitation. 
Consequently, the atten-
tion the new administra-
tion in Abia is paying to 
the area, would enhance 
the living condition of 
the people of the area.

The State Govern-
ment is currently build-
ing a cluster of  five roads 
in the area, of which 
when completed would 
not only decongest the 
Aba city centre, but 
would also  increase 
commercial activities 
in the area, which hosts 
micro small and medium 
entrepreneurs engaged 

neurs engaged in the 
production of boxer 
shots, shirts and ladies 
gowns.

To aid the activities 
of these artisans and 
improve the lives of 
the residents, the State 
Government has com-
menced the construc-
tion of 5 clusters of roads 
in the area, namely Ibere, 
Aghalandu, Victoria, 
Ibadan streets. Four 
more roads in the area 

will also follow imme-
diately according to the 
Governor.

In Ikpeazu’s words, 
“For the past 60 years 
nobody remembered 
people living in that 
area. And one Satur-
day afternoon, I was 
led in the spirit to pay 
an unscheduled visit to 
the area and what I saw 
brought tears to my eyes 
and we decided to do 5 
roads and we are going 

in the production of 
boxer shots, shirts and 
ladies gowns.

This is as the area 
also hosts three major 
markets, namely, Nkwo 
Ngwa, Ahia Ohuru and 
Eziukwu road market.

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu, who decried the 
state of roads in the area, 
promised to continue 
to work to improve the 
quality of life of the peo-
ple of the State.

Ikpeazu, while on in-
spection of the ongoing 
road projects in the area 
on Monday, apologised 
to residents of Ngwa 
Road and environs for 
the neglect, the area has 
suffered under previous 
administrations in the 
State.

The Governor ob-
served that nobody has 
remembered residents 
of the area for years and 
promised that the pres-
ent administration in 
the State, would re-write 
history, by providing in-
frastructure in the area.

The roads, when com-
pleted would enhance 
trade and commerce 
in the area. Ngwa road 
and its environs, houses 
a cluster of micro, small 
and medium entrepre-

into another four.  Those 
roads are going to be 
completed with cement 
pavement technology 
and street lights.

You can see also that 
there are a lot of indus-
trial activities going on 
in that area. By the way, 
I want to apologise  to 
people living in Ngwa 
road that previous Gov-
ernments were not able 
to do their roads before 
now and we thank God 
that he has placed it in 
our hearts to go there 
and we are determined 
to finish those roads the 
best we can.

H e  h o w e ve r  a p -
pealed to them to en-
sure that they protect 
the facilities that would 
be provided for them at 
the completion of work 
in the area.

“You can notice that 
they are the worst cul-
prits in bringing out 
their biological waste to 
the road. All the houses 
there must have facili-
ties for bathroom and 
toilet. We will no lon-
ger allow them to bring 
their waste water to the 
streets.

He however appealed 
to the Niger Delta De-
velopment Commission 

Okezie Ikpeazu

(NDDC) to commence 
work on Obohia road, 
another major road in 
Ngwa road axis, linking 
Aba South with Ugwu-
nagbo, Ukwa East and 
Ukwa West Local Gov-
ernment Areas, to fast 
tract development in 
the area.

 “Even as we reside 
in Umuahia, we feel 
for our brothers and 
sisters that reside in this 
place, and I pray that 
God will continue to 
provide for us, so that 
we would continue to 
provide dividends of de-
mocracy for our people, 
“he promised.

To ensure that the 
road is realized in good 
time before the rain 
sets in, Eziuche Ubani, 
Abia commissioner for 
works, explained that 
the construction com-
panies working in the 
area have been heav-
ily mobilized to ensure 
that they cover enough 
grounds before the rains 
sets in.

 According to Ubani, 
the road would come 
with drainages on both 
sides, to stop flooding. It 
would also have street 
lights to increase busi-
ness time in the area. 

Buhari resumes tomorrow ...

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba  

riences while away in 
London were only to be 
shared with Osinbajo.

His media handlers 
had immediately taken 
to their Twitter han-
dles stating that he was 
taken out of context. 
They explained that the 
President said it jokingly 
and clarified that he 
would be transmitting 
a letter to the National 
Assembly on Monday.

“ P M B  w i l l  M o n -
day transmit a letter 
to N’ Assembly on his 
return to the country. 
That makes his return 
to work formal, and 
constitutional,” Femi 
Adesina, presidential 
spokesperson, tweeted 
on Friday.

Meanwhile, finally 
coming out with the 
true state of his health, 
Nigeria’s leader said he 
has never been this sick 
in his life, not even dur-
ing his days as a mili-
tary officer with all the 
ups and downs. He dis-

Osinbajo, governors, all 
the service chiefs, min-
isters and other princi-
pal aides of government.

The President landed 
in Kaduna at about 7:40 
am, Friday, and was re-
ceived by the acting 
governor of Kaduna 
State, Barnabas Bantex. 
He landed at the Presi-
dential helipad inside 
the Aso Rock at about 
8:40am.

Speaking at the meet-
ing, Buhari said, “I am 
feeling much better 
now. There may, how-
ever, be need for further 
follow up within some 
weeks.

“I  have rested as 
much as humanly pos-
sible, I have received, I 
think, the best of treat-
ment I could receive. I 
couldn’t recall being so 
sick since I was a young 
man, including the mili-
tary with its ups and 
downs.

“I found out that tech-
nology is going so fast 
that if you have a lot 
of confidence you bet-

ter keep it because you 
need it.

“I had blood transfu-
sions, going to the labo-
ratories, and so on and 
so forth; I couldn’t recall 
when last I had blood 
transfusion, I couldn’t 
recall, honestly, I can say 
in my seventy years.”

He thanked Nigeri-
ans, Muslims and Chris-
tians alike who prayed 
and continue to pray for 
his good health.

“This is a testimony 
that in spite of the hard-
ship being experienced, 
Nigerians support the 
government in its ef-
forts to tackle our coun-
try’s challenges.

“The best way for 
me to pay you all is to 
rededicate myself to 
serving you, protecting 
your interest and keep-
ing your trust. I thank 
you very much,” he said.

He, however, asked 
that instead of send-
ing multiple delegations 
to Abuja to welcome 
him, Nigerians should 
rather continue to pray 

for the unity, progress, 
and prosperity of the 
country.

In his remark, Vice 
President Osinbajo said 
it was satisfying for Ni-
gerians and the Federal 
Executive Council to re-
ceive the President back 
in the country “hale 
and hearty”. The Vice 
President thanked the 
President for respecting 
the constitution and en-
trusting power to him 
before traveling, noting 
that it was a tough job 
“going around in bor-
rowed robes”.

Chairman of Nige-
rian Governors’ Forum, 
Abdulaziz Yari, Minis-
ter of Information, Lai 
Mohammed, and Chief 
of Defence Staff, Abayo-
mi Gabriel Olonishakin, 
also made remarks to 
welcome the President.

Mohammed in his 
remarks said it was a 
thing of joy, adding that 
the President’s return 
has vindicated their 
position that he would 
return safely.

Continued from Page 1 closed that he had blood 
transfusions, went to 
the laboratories and met 
doctors.

His revelation is 
coming on the heels of 
several denials by the 
Presidency and gov-
ernment officials that 
the President was sick, 
maintaining that he was 
“hale and hearty”.

After the normal 
pleasantries and a one-
line response of “I am 
fine as you can see” to 
enquiries by journalists 
who asked how he was 
feeling now, the Presi-
dent proceeded to the 
conference hall of the 
First Lady’s residence 
where he held a meet-
ing with Vice President 

President Muhammadu Buhari



News
Amid recession, Okowa has delivered 
beyond electoral promises - Commissioner

D
elta State 
Governor, 
I f e a n y i 
Okowa, has 
delivere d 

on his electoral prom-
ises despite economic 
recession that has ham-
pered developmental 
projects in other states 
of the country, says 
Patrick Ukah, the state 
information commis-
sioner.

Ukah said the warm 
reception given to the 

governor when he in-
spected some on-going 
projects in parts of the 
state was a further 
confirmation that the 
governor is a grass-
roots man who is com-
mitted to uplifting the 
standard of living of 
the people through the 
SMART Agenda.

The roads inspected 
by Senator  Okowa 
include Kwale Town-
ship Roads,  Ozoro/
Oleh road, resurfacing 
of Ughelli/Agbarha 
road, maintenance of 
various roads to Ag-

barho, Ughelli/Afie-
sere/Ofuoma road, as-
phalt overlay of Ekak-
prame/Ekrokpe/Usie-
frun road, Ugbomro 
road b etwe en DSC 
expressway and junc-
tion and the Ovwian 
main road.

He stated that it was 
gladdening to see the 
joy and excitement on 
the faces of the people 
who stay in the areas 
where the governor 
insp e cte d on-going 
projects.

Ukah adde d that 
Okowa has evidently 

Ifeanyi Okowa

proved that he was 
a great manager of 
man and resources, 
stressing that the in-
spection of projects is 
to ensure that there 
was no compromise in 
the execution of the 
projects. 

He appealed to Delt-
ans to be patient as the 
benefits that come with 
the prudent manage-
ment of scarce resourc-
es will reach them, add-
ing that no part of the 
state will be neglected 
in the execution of de-
velopmental projects. 

Ile-Ife crisis: 7 in police net 
over alleged killing, arson

O
s u n  S t a t e 
Police Com-
m a n d  h a s 
said it had ar-

rested seven suspects 
in connection with the 
deadly clashes involv-
ing some northern trad-
ers and some residents 
of  Ile-Ife.

Speaking to journal-
ists in Osogbo, the Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) of Osun State Po-
lice command, Folasade 
Odoro, said efforts were

on to arrest all the 
perpetrators of the vio-
lence.

She said normalcy 
had been restored to the 
affected area, adding 
that a thorough inves-
tigation was already on 
to bring all the culprits 
to book.

During a visit to the 

town last Thursday 
commercial banks locat-
ed around Lagere road, 
leading to Sabo market 
were shut, even as public 
and private schools in 
the area were closed.

Meanwhile, Gover-
nor Rauf Aregbesola 
of Osun State assured 
members of the Hausa 

community in the state 
of their safety.

He called on citizens 
of the state as well as 
other tribes resident in 
Osun to go about their 
lawful duties without 
fear of intimidation as 
government has put 
everything in place for 
their security.

Rivers steps up efforts in health 
insurance with incoming RIVCHPP
…as Nigeria’s health budgetary allocation nosedives

MeRCy eNoCH, Asaba

BolA BAMIgBolA, osogbo
Aregb es ola ,  who 

c ondemne d the ac-
tions of those behind 
the fracas at Ife, prom-
ised that masterminds 
of the unfortunate in-
cident would be ap-
prehended and made 
to face the full wrath 
of the law.

He said the present 
administration would 
continue to work to en-
sure that the activities 
of miscreants are com-
pletely wiped out of the 
state and make Osun 
the most peaceful state 
in the country.

Aregbesola, who vis-
ited the scenes of the 
clash, expressed regrets 
that the incident hap-
pened.

The governor was 
received at the entrance 
to the town by the Seriki 
Hausawa of Ile-Ife, who 
accompanied him to 
visit the scenes.

Army, traditional institution urge unity against insurgency, militancy 

O
peratives of Ni-
gerian Army 
and the tradi-
tional institu-

tion in the country have 
requested Nigerians, 
irrespective of cultural 
backgrounds, religious be-
lief and political party af-
filiations to unite against 
either insurgency from 
Boko Haram in the North 
or militancy in the Niger 
Delta region for Nigeria 
to develop socio-econom-
ically. 

These were the sub-

missions of the duo of 
Brigadier-General Basil 
Adonkie, 35 Artillery Bri-
gade Commander, Ala-
mala and Oba Adedotun 
Gbadebo, Alake and Para-
mount Ruler of Egbal-
and at 2016 West African 
Social Activities (WASA) 
held at the Military forma-
tion in Abeokuta, Ogun 
State capital. 

Speaking on the history 
of the event which de-
rives its origin from West 
African Volunteers Force 
and its message to unity, 
cultural harmony and 
tolerance in the country, 
especially at these trying 

times, Brigadier-General 
Adonkie, said: “The Co-
lonial authorities intro-
duced the West African 
Social Activities as annual 
event for the soldiers to 
participate in their local 
cultures. 

“In a nutshell, the West 
African Social Activities 
(WASA) promotes cul-
tural harmony and toler-
ance among personnel. 
Furthermore, it affords 
the Military personnel al-
ways on tour of duty the 
opportunity to socialise 
with their families and 
friends as we are witness-
ing today.” 

RAZAQ AyINlA, Abeokuta 
Earlier, Oba Gbadebo, 

Alake and Paramount Rul-
er of Egbaland, said that 
Nigerians must unite and 
support Military and other 
security agencies against 
the ungodly and illegal 
activities of insurgents in 
form of Boko Haram in the 
North and militants that il-
legally operate in the Niger 
Delta, South-South region 
of the country. 

He said:  “The Military 
exists for the main pur-
pose of protecting territo-
rial integrity of any nation 
and they support civil 
authority when there is 
civil unrest. 

BeN egUZoZIe

R
ivers State has 
promis e d to 
achieve total 
health cover-

age of residents in the 
state under the health 
insuranc e s cheme, 
with its introduction 
o f  a  C o n t r i b ut o r y 
Health Protection Pro-
gramme (RIVCHPP), 
which would provide 
universal health cover-
age (UHC) in the state, 
owing to the fact that 
free medical care pro-
gramme was no longer 
workable in providing 
affordable healthcare 
services for the people 
of the state.

Incidentally, this is 
coming at a time Nige-
ria’s budgetary alloca-
tion to the health sector 
has continued to drop, 
hardly exceeding six 
percent, far less than 
the 15 percent budget-
ary allocation agreed 
by African countries 
at a health summit in 
Abuja, Nigeria in 2010, 
known as “Abuja Dec-
laration 2010.

For instance, figures 
from the Budget Office 
of the Federation show 
that between 2000 and 
2011, budgetary alloca-
tion to health hovered 
between 2.1 percent 
and 5.6 percent; which 
also only a 0.3 percent 
and 0.9 percent of the 
Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) of the coun-
try.

The highest federal 
budgetary figure al-
located to health was 
N4.971 billion in 2011.

Deputy governor of 
the state, Ipalibo Harry-
Banigo, herself a medi-

cal doctor, stated during 
a meeting she held with 
a delegation from the 
United States Agency 
for International Devel-
opment (USAID) Health 
Finance and Gover-
nance at Government 
House, Port Harcourt, 
that the Contributo-
ry Health Protection 
Programme was be-
ing introduced to meet 
the expectations of the 
people; noting that the 
scheme has the capac-
ity of achieving Univer-
sal Health Coverage, as 
well as reform the habit 
of spending money out 
of pocket to receive 
medical attention.

A n  o ve r v i e w  o f 
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e 
scheme in Nigeria in-
dicates that only five 
percent of the coun-
try’s population of 180 
million is covered in 
the National Health 
I n s u ra n c e  S c h e m e 
(NHIS).

Also, over 60 percent 
of total health expendi-
ture in Nigeria comes 
out of peoples’ pockets 
– ordinary Nigerians 
are main financers of 
healthcare, said Tarry 
Asoka, a health insur-
ance expert, at an in-
teraction with some 
me dia p e ople,  who 
would form part of ‘me-
dia advocacy for health 
insurance.

For the Rivers dep-
uty governor, Banigo, 
“there is need for us to 
step up effort to enable 
us access affordable and 
quality healthcare de-
livery services for our 
people;” stressing that 
healthcare financing 
was key to achieving 
Universal Health Cov-
erage.

A scene of attack at Ile-Ife
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Kano steps -up ‘zero polio 
campaign’ in IDPs settlements

T
he state-wide 
‘Zero C am-
paign Against 
Polio’ mount-
e d  b y  t h e 

Kano State government 
in collaboration with 
local and international 
donor groups was scaled 
up last week in Wudil, 
one of few remaining 
local government areas 
in the state, still under 
close observation.

The mounting of the 
campaign in the rus-
tic Wudil settlement, 
where a dominant per-
centage of the Inter-
nally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs), who were forced 
to flee from their homes 
in the insurgency-torn 
states in the North East 
part of the country, are 
domiciled, is very criti-
cal to the success of the 
campaign against polio 
in Nigeria.

Checks conducted 
by BDSUNDAY during 
the last round of im-
munization carried out 
in the area, indicates a 
more positive disposi-
tion to the exercise by 
IDPs, whose children fall 
within the 0-5 years that 
are the primary target of 
the campaign.

just concluded February 
Round of Immunization 
Plus Days (IPDs) has in-
creased the number of 
its usual target children 
for the exercise from 
3.2million to over 3.5mil-
lion.

The State Commis-
sioner for Health, Kab-
iru Ibrahim Getso, who 
made the disclosure 
during the flag off cer-
emony, said the move 

was to sustain the pres-
ent position of the state, 
having maintained po-
lio-free status in the last 
32 months.

The Commissioner 
noted that the choice 
of Garun Malam for 
the flag off was neces-
sitated, owing to the 
fact that four children 
were missed during 
the last IPDs, adding 
that considering the 
priority attention ac-

The concluded ‘house 
to house’ IPDs in the 
town was led by Saleh 
Kausani, the executive 
chairman of the Local 
Government Coun-
cil, and emphasis was 
placed on the immuni-
zation of hundreds of 
young children of the 
IDPs.

According to Saleh, 
most of the vaccinates 
were directed to focus 
more on houses iden-
tified to be occupied 
by IDPs because of the 
number of Wild Polio 
Virus which prevented 
Nigeria from being de-
clared Polio Free last 
year, were discovered 
among the IDPs.

The Local Govern-
ment Chairman said 
he and the Traditional 
District Head in charge 
of the locality had fully 
mobilised all residents 
of the area to embrace 
the immunization cam-
paign.                

Saleh assured that ef-
forts are on to strength-
en the immunization 
exercise in the areas, 
and other places, and 
to ensure that no child 
was left unimmunized 
throughout the area.

BDSUNDAY also not-
ed that the state gov-
ernment, during the 

corded the exercise by 
the state government 
and other stakehold-
ers, the huge success 
recorded so far would 
be sustained.

Getso assured that 
all the required logistics 
were adequately mo-
bilised for the exercise, 
adding that enough vac-
cines were provided as 
well as the counter-fund 
from the 44 local gov-

ernment areas to ensure 
full implementation of 
the Polio Immunisation 
across the state.

Meanwhile, Karaye, 
Rogo, Gezawa, Kura 
and Dawakin Kudu 
among other Local Gov-
ernment Areas where 
the influx of Fulani 
migrants usually dis-
rupt the immuniza-
tion exercise, received 
boost during the just 
concluded round fol-
lowing the pre-IPDs 
intervention meetings 
held with the Nomad 
Associations across the 
44 LGAs, where how to 
capture children of the 
migrants from other 
neighbouring states 
was strategised to stem 
the spread of the virus.

On his part, District 
Head of Doguwa of 
Doguwa Local Gov-
ernment Area in Kano 
State, Aliyu Harazumi, 
while monitoring the 
Immunization Plus Days 
in some wards, pledged 
continuous support of 
traditional rulers in the 
fight against polio. He 
said polio eradication 
was a collective respon-
sibility and urged stake-
holders to play their role 
effectively to stamp out 
the disease.

Abia First Lady provides 140 
amputees with artificial limbs

T
he p et proj-
ect of the wife 
of Abia State 
G o v e r n o r , 

Nkechi Ikpeazu, Vicar 
Hope Foundation, has 
given succour to 140 
amputees in the state 
by providing and fix-
ing them with artificial 
limbs.

Ikpeazu, while per-
forming the ceremony 
at Women Develop-
ment Centre, Umuahia, 
thanked an NGO, To-
laram Charity Organ-
isation for partnering 
with her organisation 
to provide assistance to 
the amputees.

She said the provi-
sion of the artificial 
limbs to the beneficia-
ries would enable them 
to be more focused and 
move around in doing 
their businesses.

Ikpeazu urged them 
not to sell the limbs 
as these items would 
help them in no small 
measure.

She disclosed that 
arrangement had been 
concluded by her Foun-
dation to empower, 
very soon, 1000 Abians 
across the three senato-
rial zones of the state.

She hinted that the 
Foundation since its in-
ception had construct-
ed 24 units of three 
bedroom bungalows 
for indigent people in 
the state, de-wormed 
213 primary school pu-
pils, paid hospital bills 
for indigents patients 
in the hospitals and 
had equally donated 
344 wheel chairs to the 
disabled persons in the 
state.

One of the beneficia-
ries, Ahukanna Chisa-
raokwu, a retired civil 
servant, expressed his 
happiness for Ikpeazu’s 
benevolence towards 
the disabled and in-
digent persons in the 
society.

He said as retiree 
he could not have af-
forded N200,000 to 
buy the artificial limb 
which was given to 
him free by the wife of 
the Governor.

Cleric urges Nigerians to hold onto 
faith in times like these

N
igerians have 
been urged to 
exercise abso-
lute faith in Al-

mighty God even in the 
midst of adversity, and to 
be optimistic that tomor-
row will always be better 
than today.

The advice was given in 
Lagos by Venerable Chie-
du Ekpunobi, vicar of St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church, 
Oke Afa, Isolo, Diocese of 
Lagos West, during an ex-
clusive interview with the 
BDSUNDAY. 

Ekpunobi, who was 
speaking against the back-
drop of the prevailing 
economic recession in the 
country, noted that even 
in the seemingly adverse 
circumstances God was still 
empowering his people and 
furthering His work.

Explaining the need for 
absolute faith in God, the 
cleric, who shared personal 
experiences and encoun-
ters with God, emphasised 
that “with God nothing 

shall be impossible.”
“One fault I have in life 

is absolute faith. Nothing 
can pull down my faith; 
that’s how I had been able 
to go through series of open-
heart surgery and came out 
alive. So, faith is the word. 
My belief is that it can never 
be worse than yesterday; to-
morrow must be better; this 
country must be better and I 
will live to tell the stories in 
this country, people will see 
it. I will say my message to 
Nigerians is that tomorrow 
will be better, let nobody 
ever lose hope. If you see 
yourself in the valley today 
just know that your creator 
has left you in that valley 
for a purpose to take you to 
the apex of the mountain 
where you will be able to 
enjoy the breeze because 
you are getting there,” he 
said. 

Venerable Ekpunobi, 
who announced the com-
missioning of a multi-mil-
lion naira cathedral built 
by his church, which takes 
place today, said the ac-
complishment of the project 
could only have been by the 

finger of God given the eco-
nomic realities of the time.

On the dignitaries ex-
pected, he said: “The first 
person that we expect is 
the lord bishop of Lagos 
West Diocese, the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. James Olusola Odedeji; 
he is the grandmaster of the 
event; he is the person that 
will dedicate the building, 
and on his entourage, we 
are expecting not less than 
five bishops because they 
are coming here to dedicate 
and sign the signature of 
our Lord Jesus Christ on the 
altar and as it is done, the 
grace of dedication and re-
dedication will flow around 
this vicinity, so with him 
will be all the dignitaries 
of the church of Nigeria 
Anglican Communion, La-
gos West Diocese. What 
do I mean by dignitaries? 
All the archdeacons and 
Canons are the dignitaries 
of the church. 

These are elderly priests 
who may have retired; they 
all will be coming and we 
know that in Lagos West 
Diocese we have not less 
than 100 dignitaries.”

Seyi JohN SALAu

AdeoLA AJAkAiye, kano

udokA AGWu, umuahia

Administering polio drug  to the children in IDPs camp

Nkechi Ikpeazu

… As St. Paul’s Anglican Church, oke Afa, isolo dedicates cathedral
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L
ike Henry Chibueze, who 
was addressed as “Vam-
pire,” who had terrorised 
all of Imo State, the South 
East and South-South 

states, with his bestial kidnapping 
and armed robbery activities, but 
who was gunned down on March 
1, in Omanwa, Ikwerre LGA, Rivers 
State, it was the turn of Benjamin 
Obele Nwogu, alias lord Ben the 
great, whose criminal activities kept 
the industrial city of Eleme in fear. 
Residents in the oil & gas industrial 
booming local government area of 
Rivers State, can now heave a sigh 
of relief. Nwogu fell after a long hunt 
by security operatives.

Before his fall last week, the young 
man in his early 30s was a notable 
terrorist, with his youthful members, 
who “reigned supreme” over the socio-
economic landspace of Eleme; often 
challenging the might of security ap-
paratus in the land with effrontery. 
Their stock in trade was broad day 
light robbery of people of their money 
and other valuables. Their targets 
were market women, provisions shop-
owners and other innocent business 
members of the public.

On 5 March, 2017, a combined 
team of security operatives raided 
his Alesa base in Eleme LGA of the 
state. It was an inescapable trap that 
ended the ‘reign’ of Ben the great 
and his gang who had held sway in 
Eleme. On that Saturday 5 March, 
2017, the criminal lord bowed to the 
superior firepower of bullets from 
the Army, in a broad daylight. One 
of his loyal aids was set ablaze with 
his motorcycle, in the public glare in 
Alesa community.

He largely terrorised traders in the 
environs and those who come from 
neighboring communities like Onne, 
Okrika, Ogbigbo and the Ogoni axis 
who throng the Eleme ultramodern 
market on Saturdays.  Of course, 
he and his gang had had several 
encounters in recent times with the 
Police in Eleme, including Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS); but 
would always escape because of his 
acclaimed ‘strong protective charms’ 
(juju) against bullet penetration.  
He was said to be known in Eleme 
Police Division, the state Police com-
mand at Moscow Road, Zone 2 Area 
command Bori and other security 
operatives.

A cross-section of residents of 
Eleme, who knew his antecedents, 
spoke with BDSUNDAY saying: 
“We have witnessed a number of 
times when Police engaged Ben the 
great and his gang in open shootout 
to arrest him, but all Police bullets 
rained on him ended like sand on 
his body. But now, only God ar-
rested him, because of people’s 
prayers.” 

Like ‘Vampire’ of Owerri, ‘lord Ben 
the great’ of Eleme met his waterloo

According to an inside source, Ben 
and his gang raided the Eleme ultra-
modern market in the early hours 
of the Saturday, extorting money 
and other valuables like bottled hot 
drinks he loaded into a wheelbar-
row, from traders.

The Executive Assistant (ED) 
to the Caretaker Committee (CTC) 
chairman of Eleme Local Govern-
ment Area, Roberts Ogosu, who 
confirmed the incident on behalf of 
the chairman, Obari Ollormatte, said 
some persons made a distress call to 
the chairman on that market day, 
saying that Ben and his gang were 
raiding the place. The ED said, the 
CTC chairman made requests from 

the Eleme Police division and the 
Government House.

By afternoon, when the criminal 
and his group appeared again, and 
this was when they met stiff con-
frontation from a combined team of 
Army and Police. Firing ensued. He 
and his guys replied. They couldn’t 
withstand the heat; he took off on 
a motorcycle, aided by one of his 
loyalists to his Alesa home base, but 
a team of soldiers gave him a hot 
chase. He attempted to jump over 
a fence, but was overwhelmed by 
a hail of bullets, which rained on 
him ceaselessly. He died instantly. 
His aide was not allowed to escape 
either, as he was set ablaze with his 

motorcycle near a church in Alesa 
by some youths.

News of lord Ben’s end filtered 
into Eleme communities. There 
was wild jubilation from market 
women, shop-owners and resi-
dents. Some chanted, “his juju don 
fail him, God is great.” Similar cel-
ebration was in Owerri days back 
when ‘Vampire’ fell.

Some residents close to the person 
of Ben Nwogu described him as a 
charming young man, who exuded 
benign and charismatic nature, often 
looking like one who could not harm 
an ant. But behind that simple mien 
was a dreaded character who kills 
and maims with reckless abandon.

Ben the great was said to have 
met with prophet Jeremiah Omoto 
Fufeyin of Christ Mercy Land De-
liverance, Warri, Delta State, where 
deliverance was conducted on him; 
and was warned by the bishop not to 
go back to his devilish and criminal 
acts, else death would knock when 
he least expected it. Accordingly, 
Ben made an advertorial of public 
declaration in a local weekly news-
paper, on 2 March, 2017, where he 
declared: “I hereby formally and 
officially denounce my membership 
from secret cult. The Rivers State 
government, Eleme Local Govern-
ment authority and general public 
should please take note.” But, like 
they say, old habits die hard, he 
went back to his evil trade. He met 
his waterloo only three days after.

BEN EGUZOZIE &
GODWIN EGBA, Port Harcourt, Ibadan

Ibrahim kpotum Idris, Inspector General of Police

We have witnessed a number of 
times when Police engaged Ben 
the great and his gang in open 
shootout to arrest him, but all 
Police bullets rained on him 
ended like sand on his body. 
But now, only God arrested 
him, because of people’s 

prayers 
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C
hinese construction firms 
are the new brides of the 
All Progressives Congress-
led Federal Government 
as they slowly but steadily 

spread their influence and tentacles 
in Nigeria’s rail construction sector, 
while old names like Costain West 
Africa and Julius Berger sit on the 
sidelines.

In August last year, China Railway 
Construction Corporation (CRCC) 
received the approval of the Federal 
Government to construct a rail line in 
Kano at the sum of $1.85 billion. The 
rail, with a total length of 74.3 kilome-
tres, is expected to travel at a speed of 
100 kilometres per hour.

CRCC is a state-owned construc-
tion enterprise with headquarters 
in Beijing, the Chinese capital. It was 
the second-largest construction and 
engineering company in the world by 
revenue in 2014 and second-highest 
in accounts payable by market capi-
talisation as of 2015.

Notably, the first light rail project 
being constructed in Lagos by the 
APC-led state government is also 
being handled by China Civil Engi-
neering Construction Corporation 
(CCECC), a subsidiary of CRCC.

Already, CCECC’s business activi-
ties are available in over 40 countries 
and regions where more than 20 
overseas subsidiaries have been 
established. With its performance 
and services, the company was listed 
among the world’s top 255 inter-
national contractors for years and 
ranked consecutively among the first 
70 in recent years by the Engineering 
News Record (ENR).

Last Tuesday, with the ground-
breaking ceremony for the Segment 
II Lagos-Ibadan Rail Project, with ex-
tension to Lagos Port Complex, Apapa, 
CRCC began yet another stride in the 
nation’s rail construction sector.  

At the ceremony, Acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo recalled that President 
Muhammadu Buhari had, during 
his visit to China in January 2016, 
reopened negotiation on the Chinese 
support for the project under the 
Lagos-Kano modernization project.

According to Osinbajo, the cer-
emony held at the Nigerian Railway 
Corporation compound, Ebute-
Metta, marked the commencement 
of government’s plan to move 
speedily to improve transport links 
with Lagos, Nigeria’s national eco-
nomic nerve-centre and major port, 
and other state capitals across the 
country.

The rail line spanning 156.65 ki-
lometres, according to Fidet Okeria, 
managing director of NRC, is a stan-
dard gauge double lane that will 
co-exist with the old narrow gauge 
rail line.

The Export-Import Bank of China 
will provide loans for the railway 
construction connecting Lagos and 
Calabar expected to cost $11.1 billion 
and the one connecting Lagos and 
Kano to cost $8.3 billion.

In 2006, before the Beijing summit 

of Forum on China-Africa Coop-
eration (FOCAC), China and Nigeria 
signed a contract costing $8.3 billion 
to build a 1,315-kilometre railway 
between Lagos and Kano, the biggest 
international project taken on by Chi-
nese enterprises at that time.

What happened to Costain?
Costain West Africa, once a house-

hold name in Nigeria’s construction 
industry in the pre- and post-Inde-
pendence era, seems to be sitting 
like a victim beaten into corner as 
the Chinese continue to get the lion’s 
share of government’s rail deals in this 
new dawn.

Even before the current adminis-
tration, many analysts in the sector 
had termed Costain “a shadow of its 
former self”, as its men were hardly 
seen working on sites, while the Chi-
nese worked day and night in various 
rail projects.  

In June last year, the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS) sealed the of-
fice of the construction giant in Lagos 
for allegedly being indebted to the 
tune of N2 billion in Company Income 
Tax (CIT), Value Added Tax (VAT), and 
other taxes.

Earlier in May of 2016, the Na-
tional Council of the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange (NSE) approved delisting 
of Costain, CAT Construction Group 
Limited, and 16 other companies from 
the market.

Costain was incorporated in Ni-
geria as a Private Limited Company 
in June 1948 with Costain Group UK 
as its subsidiary. It took over the vari-
ous works being undertaken then by 
John Holt and Company (Liverpool) 
Limited’s building department. 

The company engaged in the devel-
opment and deployment of business 
solutions and technologies to sustain 
market share in the West African 
region. It operates in five business 
segments – the Civil Engineering seg-
ment, which is engaged in building a 
range of infrastructural projects, such 
as roads, bridges, dams, railways and 
airports; the Homes segment, which 
is active in the home construction 
sector; the Furniture and Joinery 
segment that produces furniture and 
joinery; the Oil and Gas construction 
segment, which provides engineering, 
construction and installation to oil and 
gas field developments, and the Rail 
Construction segment.

The former construction giant has 
executed a wide range of building and 
civil engineering projects throughout 

Nigeria for private organizations, as 
well as for federal and state govern-
ments for nearly seven decades.  

Progressively, Costain went public 
on March 13, 1974. Its shares were 
quoted on the NSE subsequently, and 
it was also the first construction com-
pany to be quoted on the NSE.

The trouble with Costain  
As at 2009, before things started 

falling apart for the company, records 
put its total employees at 1,942, rank-
ing it as one of the highest employers 
of labour in the construction industry 
in the country at the time.

Shoreline Energy International 
Limited, a closely held firm with Ni-
gerian interest, acquired controlling 
interests of Costain Group Plc UK in 
Costain West Africa Plc, making it the 
new owner of the construction firm, 
report suggests.

Shoreline already has substantial 
investment in Nigeria. In 2005, its 
subsidiary, Shoreline Power Company 
Limited, acquired the manufacturing 
arm of ABB Nigeria, ABB Electrical 
Systems Limited, making it the only 
Original Equipment Manufacturer 
(OEM) for ABB products in sub-Saha-
ran Africa.

Some of the projects that Costain 
had successfully accomplished in-
clude: West African Gas Pipeline 
Company Limited in Joint Venture 
(JV) with DBN Delattre-Bezons Nige-
ria (Lagos Beach Compressor Station 
for Nigeria-Republic of Benin-Togo-
Ghana Gas Pipeline); Tamburawa 
Water Treatment Plant, Kano in 
JV with PCI of South Africa; Chev-
ron Estate Complex Lekki, Lagos; 
Shell Trustees 1 & 4 Estate, Abuja; 
Ogunpa Channelization, Ibadan, 
Oyo State; Delta State Government 
House Complex Development at 
Asaba; Warri City Stadium, Warri; 
initial construction, renovation and 
refurbishment of Rivers State Secre-
tariat, Port Harcourt; QIT-Qua Iboe 
Terminal Facilities Ibeno for Mobil 
Producing Nigeria Unlimited; NLNG 
Lay-down Project in Port Harcourt; 
Shell Trustees Elelenwo Estate, Port 
Harcourt; renovation of Jebba-Kano 
rail tracks for Nigerian Railway Cor-
poration; remodelling and renova-
tion of Akanu Ibiam Stadium Main 
Bowl; Luxury Residential Apart-
ments, Ikoyi, Lagos, among others.

A senior staff of the company, who 
pleaded anonymity because of his 
position, told BDSUNDAY that the 
family of Ayodeji Karim, one-time 

Chinese firms take over Nigeria’s 
rail construction sector

CEO of the company, acquired Costain 
in 2008.

“They have been managing the 
company from then trying to stabilize 
it. They went into IPO in 2008 during 
which they realized money,” he said.

He said thereafter business at the 
company became stable and the 
company had been doing well until 
mismanagement set in.

“Overtime, we started noticing a 
deviation from the normal norms of 
paying salaries as and when due. We 
told the management to address the 
issue because workers needed to be 
paid their salaries so that they could 
perform optimally,” he said.

What became more worrisome, 
according to him, was that the work-
ers noticed since 2010 the company 
stopped remitting pension contribu-
tions of its workers.

Amechi Asugwuni, expert in the 
sector, told BDSUNDAY that Costain’s 
problem, to the best of his knowledge, 
had to do with mismanagement.

“It is one thing to have a company 
and another to manage and sustain 
it,” he said.

Asugwuni said Costain in the past 
did well and was actually a force to 
reckon with in the industry and be-
cause of that it got a lot of projects and 
executed them. However, mismanage-
ment ruined everything.

“When you have mismanagement 
problem it affects your chances of win-
ning contracts because nobody would 
want to put money in that direction 
knowing fully you may use that 
money to pay debts,” he said. Another 
turning point for Costain was winning 
the tender to rehabilitate a section of 
the existing Lagos-Kano passenger rail 
track, the 638km line connecting the 
cities of Jebba and Kano. One of the 
largest projects the company has taken 
on in the last 10 years, the deal was said 
to worth US$300 million.

Julius Berger
Like Costain, Julius Berger Plc ap-

pears satisfied with its current work-
load and past achievements in Nigeria 
as the railway deals signed so far under 
the current administration ignore its 
presence in the country.

Since its construction of the Eko 
Bridge in Lagos which was its pioneer 
project in 1965, Julius Berger has 
played a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of Nigeria’s industrial and civil 
infrastructure.

The company’s core competencies 
cover all project phases, including 
planning, design, engineering, con-
struction, maintenance and operation, 
for infrastructure, industry and build-
ing projects. The company was listed 
on the NSE in 1991.

Some of the company’s projects in 
Nigeria include Tin Can Island Port; 
Ajaokuta Steel Plant; Itakpe-Ajaokuta-
Ore railway; Abuja International Air-
port phase II; Central Bank of Nigeria 
head office; National Assembly phase 
III; Multiple projects, Escravos GTL 
plant in southern Nigeria; Bonny Liq-
uefied Natural Gas facility.

The German incorporated compa-
ny, despite losing out on rail construc-
tion deals in this dispensation, remains 
the leader in Nigeria’s construction 
sector, according to experts.

Chinese Construction Firms constructing a railway line in Lagos
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N
igeria is faced with series 
of challenges; what is your 
take?

 
I pray for President Muhammadu 

Buhari, for Senator Bukola Saraki and 
Speaker Yakubu Dogara and indeed all 
our leaders. But I enjoin them to follow 
due process because if the nation is de-
veloped we will all enjoy. It is true we are 
in a recession and the dollar is exchang-
ing for over N500 but I want to say that 
it is not the Buhari’s administration that 
caused recession. They met the problem 
on ground. But what we in the PDP need 
to do now is to unite and tell Nigerians 
that if the APC does not have the solution 
to this recession, we in the PDP have the 
magic wand to put an end to it. I appeal 
to Nigerians to pray for Buhari instead 
of castigating him. I am sick with what I 
am seeing in the social media where Ni-
gerians are making fun of the president’s 
sickness. I must say to all Nigerians that 
Nigeria belongs to all of us. I lived in the 
US for 27 years before returning home 
and I must appreciate the support I got 
from the US government to go to school. 
I want Nigeria to rise again. I want to 
appreciate the acting president for being 
proactive. I am happy at his visit to the 
Niger Delta; the town hall meetings are 
good but must be backed with action. 
We need good polices that will develop 
the nation. I appreciate President Buhari 
because I know he means well for the 
country but most of his appointees do 
not share his philosophy. I advise him to 
take a second look at his cabinet. 

The xenophobic attacks against 
Nigerians living in South Africa have 
continued unabated; what do you think 
is the way out?

It is saddening, appalling and unac-
ceptable. Nigeria fought for the suste-
nance of democracy in South Africa. 
Nigeria spent billions of naira in the 
fight against apartheid. It is unfortunate 
that South

African’s do not recognise us as broth-
ers. Instead, they have taken the ignoble 
way of killing and maiming and destroy-
ing their properties. But I want to warn 
that if they don’t stop this barbaric act, 
I will lead a youth protest against all 
South Africans living in Nigeria- they 
must leave and close down their busi-
nesses here. 

I want to see the South African 
government apprehend, prosecute 
and punish all those involved in the 
attacks. The law must take its course. 
If any Nigerian is found committing 
any crime, he should be reported to the 
law enforcement agencies but where a 
group of people decide to take the law 
into their hands to kill and destroy, it is 
unacceptable. 

We often criticise the white men that 
they are bad but look at what fellow 
blacks are doing to Nigerians and other 
foreign nationals in South Africa.

Do you think the 2017 Budget has 
what it takes to redeem the nation’s 
economy?

I believe the 2017 Budget should be a 
budget of recovery and growth that must 
reflect the concerns of all Nigerians. We 

need to engage the youth because if we 
don’t engage them they will engage us; 
and that is why we have increased cases 
of kidnapping and insurgency. When 
those who have stolen billions of naira 
from the government are walking about 
freely it is unacceptable.

You talked about the Acting Presi-
dent’s visit to the Niger Delta and the 
town hall meetings. How do we solve 
the problem of that region?

Government must bring to book those 
who have reduced Nigeria to this level. 
The multinational companies that have 
stolen Nigeria’s crude and taken it to 
global destinations without declaration 
should be made to pay for their fraud 

against the people. Such monumental 
crimes against the state must be looked 
into. As much as I appeal to the Niger 
Delta militants to down tools and work 
for peace, Government must also play 
her part. NNPC must come out clean and 
declare how much oil Nigeria produces 
and sells in a day. To me, the real mili-
tants are the multi-national companies 
and the cabals that have connived to 
defraud Nigeria of its wealth. The real 
militants are the multi-national com-
panies and their Nigeria’s collaborators. 
Nigeria must wake up and give Caesar 
what is his and to God what is God’s. It 
is unfortunate that the South-East and 
South-South do not have a hub in this 
country. The South West has Lagos as its 

hub while Abuja is the hub of the north 
but where is the hub of South-South and 
South East? Even when the money that is 
used in running this country principally 
comes from the Niger Delta, the region 
is neglected. The waterways and farms 
are polluted. I visited my community 
recently in the riverine area and it was 
a sorry state.

Despite the recent court ruling which 
declared Senator Ali Modu Sheriff as 
the authentic chairman of the party, 
some aggrieved members of the PDP 
Governors’ Forum and Senator Ahmed 
Makarfi-led Caretaker Committee are 
insisting on going to the Supreme Court. 
What is your take?

Senator Ali Modu Sheriff has done the 
right thing because the Appeal Court has 
confirmed him as the authentic chair-
man and he has to reunite everyone in 
the party so that we can have a credible 
and formidable opposition in the coun-
try. My advice to those rejecting Sheriff 
is for all of them to subject themselves 
to the rule of law and work with the 
recognised chairman of the party. Our 
party ruled for 16 years and did well but 
we made a mistake and lost in 2015. So 
what we need now is peace and coopera-
tion of everyone to reposition the party 
for future elections. Obasanjo did well 
and Jonathan did his best, but we lost 
the election because of those who sold 
us for their own selfish interests. Most 
of them are still at the helms of affair in 
our great party. It’s unfortunate we have 
not been able to get it right. 

I have gone through the PDP consti-
tution and there is nowhere caretaker 
committee is mentioned. So, for anyone 
to be parading himself as the chairman 
caretaker committee of the party is an 
aberration- and that is the person work-
ing against the law. We must understand 
that nobody is above the law. But the 
issue here is simple. Senator Sheriff was 
brought in through due process. He 
was elected by NEC who conducted the 
election and out of four people who con-
tested the election, he got 69 votes. The 
closest person to him got nine votes. So, 
if a court of competent jurisdiction gives 
a judgment stopping the Port Harcourt 
convention because of the immunity 
we are always subsumed ourselves with 
and we refused to obey the court order. 

If we cannot allow judicial pronounce-
ments to prevail in this party, we are not 
good citizens. A federal High Court gave 
judgment in favour of Sheriff because 
it found out that the contraption called 
caretaker committee was illegal because 
it does not exist in the party’s constitu-
tion. Now, a Federal Appeal Court has 
given judgment and they are going to the 
Supreme Court. Yes, it is their fundamen-
tal human right and constitutional right 
to seek redress. But again, it is funny that 
a governor was saying that the Supreme 
Court is going to give judgment in their 
(Makarfi’s) favour because it had given 
a judgment in their favour before- that 
means they are in charge of Supreme 
Court. However, we know that Supreme 
Court justices are men and women of 
intellect and integrity and I know they 

‘Those in PDP against Sheriff’s 
chairmanship position are hypocrites’

Johnson Agbonayinma

We must obey the law. Let me tell you that before 
the judgment, both Makarfi and Sheriff factions had 
been talking and we had even taken a decision that 
whoever wins at the Appeal Court, we would sup-

port him. But immediately the judgment came, they 
reneged on the agreement. As lawmakers, we must 
obey the law and live by example. Nigeria can only 

survive through respect for rule of law.

Honourbale Johnson Agbonayinma, chairman House of Representatives Ad-hoc Committee on Nigeria-USA Parliamentary Relations in 
this interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA, speaks on Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo’s recent visit to the Niger Delta to resolve militancy 
challenges, the leadership crisis rocking the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), the xenophobic attacks on Nigerians in South Africa, among 
other issues. Excerpts:

continues on page 14
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‘Those in PDP against Sheriff’s ...

Johnson Agbonayinma

will not sit justice on the head. So, those 
who think they own PDP and the judi-
ciary will be disappointed because law 
has no sentiments. 

All I am saying is let us be on the side 
of the law. I am not against Makarfi nor 
Sheriff but who is the authentic chair-
man of the PDP according to the Appeal 
Court? It is Senator Ali Modu Sheriff. 
You can’t just give someone a bad name 
to hang him. 

I was not there when they went beg-
ging and pleading with Sheriff to come 
and redeem the party. They did a lot of 
consultations including meeting former 
President Goodluck Jonathan to talk to 
Sheriff. But Sheriff told them he was not 
interested. When he eventually agreed, 
there was a contest and he won. 

Today, they are coming with differ-
ent stories about him- he is the sponsor 
of Boko Haram, he did this and that. But 
this is a man who fought Boko Haram to 
a standstill. Sheriff put his life on the line 
fighting Boko Haram and lost about three 
of his family members to the insurgents 
in the process. Is that the man you say he 
is the sponsor of Boko Haram? 

This is a man that has built a rich po-
litical career as a senator, two-time gov-
ernor. In fact, Sheriff is the only governor 
in the country who left over N67 billion 
in the state account when he was leav-
ing. Which governor has ever done that? 
I am not holding brief for anybody but 
what I have to say is that impunity in the 
PDP must stop. Where one man would 
pick a candidate even when the person 
is not popular and impose him or her on 
the people- that practice must stop. 

Let us get the party back to the people 
and that is what Sheriff is preaching-re-
turn power to the people and not power 
to a cabal. Today, the court has pro-
nounced Ali Modu Sheriff as authentic 
chairman, so we should work with him. 

I was with Makarfi before now but 
when I saw the court judgment and 
some of my colleagues who are even 
SANs interpreted to me, I saw that the 

court was in order. As a lawmaker, I have 
sworn to defend the constitution of this 
country and I will not go against a rul-
ing of a competent court of jurisdiction. 
I will not support illegality. Therefore, I 
have to be on the side of law and work 
with my conscience. So, we have agreed 
to support Senator Modu Sheriff as chair-
man of the PDP.

But how do you reconcile the cohe-
sion of the PDP caucus with your sup-
port for Sheriff and Minority Leader, 
Leo Ogor solidly behind Senator Ma-
karfi?

I read on the pages of newspapers that 
my leader and senior colleague, Hon. Leo 
Ogor rejected Senator Ali Modu Sheriff 
as our national chairman. His position 
to me is uncalled for. He is a leader and 
like I always tell him, as a leader you do 
not take sides because a house divided 
against itself cannot stand. So, I want 
to appeal to him with due respect to see 
how we can all come together as mem-
bers of the party. 

I don’t want to lose the respect I have 
for him because if he is a leader, he must 
lead aright. When you have two children 
fighting, you don’t take sides. So, I appeal 
to Ogor not to take sides. I must tell you 
that quite a number of lawmakers are 
on the same page with me. Like Senator 
Sheriff has said, let us go for national 
convention and whoever wins becomes 
the leader, but for now, he (Sheriff) is the 
authentic chairman. 

My appeal to leaders of our party is 
that a house divided against itself can-
not stand. Unfortunately, those who 
betrayed us in 2015 to lose the general 
elections are the ones talking now, claim-
ing to be with Makarfi. I cannot be on the 
side of those who betrayed us. How are 
we sure that if given the party leader-
ship, they will not betray us again? 

But the Makarfi faction has accused 
the APC of sponsoring Sheriff and those 
supporting him to destroy the PDP? 

Even me, they accused me of working 

Continued from page 13

L
ai Mohammed, Minister of 
Information and Culture, has 
assured the International 
Community of the present 
administration’s resolve to 

improve ease of doing business in the 
country.

Mohammed, who gave the assur-
ance in Abuja while addressing Jumoke 
Oduwole, Coordinator and Secretary 
to the Presidential Enabling Business 
Environment Council (PEBEC), noted 
that the country’s current ranking of 
169 out of 190 countries is unacceptable.

The Minister who stressed the need 
to improve Nigeria’s ranking in the 
World Bank Ease of Doing Business 
Index, applauded ongoing efforts initi-
ated by the Council to move Nigeria 20 
steps upwards on the index table.

“It’s unsatisfactory that today we are 
ranked 169 out of 190. That is not very 
good and the things that we don’t take 
seriously, like a file staying for 14 days 

FG restates commitment to ease 
of doing business in Nigeria

on somebody’s desk, add to this poor 
ranking.

“People don’t seem to appreciate 
how the poor attitude to work impacts 
negatively on the image of Nigeria and 
the ease of doing business. This is what 
this Council has been working on since 
last year and I am proud to say that this 
Council has been working slowly and 
steadily but they are actually achieving 
results,” he said.

He cited Georgia, which was ranked 
in the ‘60s a few years ago but currently 
occupies the fifth position in the global 
index on the Ease of Doing Business, 
adding that though the task of moving 
Nigeria up the ladder is daunting, there 
is abundance of the political-will on the 
part of government to achieve such 
improvement.

The Minister, noted that one prior-
ity area for the Council is to prune the 
number of agencies operating at the air 
and sea ports from 15 to six to make it 
possible for people to clear their goods 
within 24 or 48 hours.

OYIN AMINU, ABUJA

for APC. But the questions I always ask 
are, was it APC that brought Senator Ali 
Modu Sheriff? Was it the APC governors 
that went and begged Sheriff to come 
and redeem the party? Why are we now 
blaming APC? Makarfi should blame 
the governors. As far as I am concerned, 
we the PDP are responsible for our own 
woes. 

The APC should not be put on trial 
here. I disagree with my good friend Bar-
rister Dayo Adeneye, who calls himself 
spokesman for the caretaker committee 
that doesn’t exist in the eye of the law. 
He is a lawyer and I expect him to know 
the law. Just imagine, they were going 
to hold a meeting at the International 
Conference Centre, knowing full well 

that an Appeal Court has given judgment 
declaring Senator Sheriff as the authen-
tic national chairman. 

I was so disappointed that a lawyer 
of his stature could be speaking for the 
group, calling for a stakeholders’ meet-
ing. What they did was a breach of the 
law. We must obey the law. Let me tell 
you that before the judgment, both 
Makarfi and Sheriff factions had been 
talking and we had even taken a decision 
that whoever wins at the Appeal Court, 
we would support him. But immediately 
the judgment came, they reneged on the 
agreement. As lawmakers, we must obey 
the law and live by example. Nigeria can 
only survive through respect for rule 
of law.

He disclosed that government has 
made significant improvement in eas-
ing the bureaucracy associated with the 
registration of companies, which can 
now be done online within a short time.

The Minister also underscored 
the significance of the Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises Clinic being 
organized by the Council across the 
states of the federation, which aims at 
addressing the challenges confronting 
the MSMEs on the spot.

Speaking earlier, Jumoke Oduwole, 
said the 2017 priority areas for business 
reform include: Starting a business, Get-
ting credit, Trading across the Border, 
Paying taxes, Construction permits and 
Registering property.

She added that the Council is also 
working on three key areas of engage-
ment with the private sector, namely: 
Entry and exit of goods, Entry and Exit 
of people and Government transparency.

“The Visa-on-Arrival Programme 
has been updated to include e-submis-
sion. Before, people had to go to the 

Immigration Office to submit in person 
so that the Comptroller-General of 
Immigration could give his assent, but 
now you can submit and there is also a 
dedicated desk and you don’t have to go 
physically anymore,” she said.

Oduwole disclosed that the Council 
has harmonised the Entry and Exit 
Forms being managed by different 
agencies of government at our airports 
and today, instead of filling four differ-
ent forms to exit you fill only one and 
the number of questions on that one 
single form has now been reduced 
from 23 to 15.

She equally disclosed that the au-
thorities at the ports have been man-
dated to install the iCheck Security 
Solution Technology, which will phase 
out the Entry and Exit Forms in due 
course.

“Eleven bills are currently before 
the National Assembly, which will 
tremendously enhance the ease of do-
ing business in Nigeria when they are 
eventually enacted into law,” she said.
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obviously, the President had 
to rest. his aides showed 
up at the mosque without 
him and prayed alongside 
all those who had hitherto 
abandoned praying at the 
aso rock mosque since the 
President left town.

Make no mistakes, the 
President is still resting and 
will resume officially tomor-
row, that is after his letter has 
been officially transmitted to 
the national assembly.

While i gathered that bu-
hari and osinbajo will meet 
at the weekend, hopefully 
for a debriefing exercise, i 
am hoping that the President 
will pick up with the ongoing 
speed. Without meaning to 
preach a

buhari versus an osin-
bajo message, or whether it is 
true what critics say that the 
change we are experiencing 
is superficial, even the blind 
can tell we have made some 
progress.

it is not a bad idea (not 
mine) that osinbajo may still 
be running things, or what do 
think? You see, the President 
said he deliberately chose 
to return on a Friday to al-
low osinbajo to continue his 
work.

So now that you are back, 
nigerians are expecting that 
you pick up the momentum 
and take this farther. an-
nounce the boards, fill the 
spaces in your cabinet, do 
whatever needs to be done 
to get us ahead.

before it was confirmed 
that the President will be 
returning to the country on 
Friday, i was going to tell you 
how osinbajo’s 60th birthday 
was celebrated on Wednes-
day. but you know what? it 
has been a long hectic day, 
how about i hang my boots 
here and say let us talk again 
next week? that is if the lord 
permits. i can tell you not just 
about the President’s return 
but how things are shaping 
up in aso

rock. i know somethings 
will change.

see the relief on their faces as 
they converged at the helipad 
with others. Security and pro-
tocol officers who had been 
resting and probably bored 
from lack of work all this 
while, were also on ground 
barking out instructions.

at about 8:39 am, i sighted 
the Presidential chopper and 
it touched down a minute lat-
er. the President’s aide-De-
camp (aDc) was the first to 
alight from the chopper, right 
after the pilot who rushed to 
the President’s side to open 
the door.

he stepped out of the 
chopper and for a moment i 
felt something. Joy, that this 
back and forth was finally 
over. no more rumours of 
osinbajo being captured and 
forced to resign, no more “i 
heard the President is dead, 
can you confirm”?

the reality, he looked frail. 
at this point, you didn’t need 
to be told that our President 
had been sick.

not even the phrases of 
“hale and hearty” by the in-
formation Minister, lai Mo-
hammed and Presidential 
Spokesman Femi adesina, 
could make you think other-
wise. thankfully, they don’t 
have to cover up anything 
anymore, the President is 
back now and he bared it all 
himself.

it took only a few min-
utes before my eyes turned 
to the President’s aides who 
went with him on the trip. 
i couldn’t help noticing that 
they looked fuller and fresher 
from 50 days of vacationing. 
try vacationing for so long in 
london with the President 
and have nothing to do, your 
body will tell you the same 
thing (pun intended).

his family waited patient-
ly at home for him till he 
finished a meeting with osin-
bajo, governors, members of 
his cabinet and other aides.

at this meeting, the Presi-
dent who initially started out 
like he was reading a speech 
and then decided to speak ex-
tempore, said he was sick. he 
had never been this sick his 
entire life. he even had blood 
transfusions. let us not dwell 
on the President’s health. be-
fore i let this be, i personally 
don’t get the rush, from what 
i saw, our President still needs 
more days of rest.

after the meeting, we 
rushed to wait and see if he 
will turn up at the mosque, 

Buhari is back,
 so what?

a
s you read this, 
President Muham-
madu buhari has 
settled in after a 

much-deserved rest or medi-
cal leave, whichever you 
choose. nigerians are glad 
that he is back but you may 
not have heard the last of it.

the President was away 
for 50 days, having departed 
the shores of the country on 
the 19 of January on a sup-
posedly 10-day vacation. he 
later wrote to the national 
assembly extending his stay 
in london indefinitely, citing 
the advice of his doctors in 
london.

While buhari’s return will 
be silencing naysayers who 
thought he will never return 
alive, i can tell you that in the 
days to come you will be hear-
ing an entirely different song 
from nigerians. in fact, the 
songs have already started 
sounding out.

let me give you some side 
talks that are already making 
the rounds.

Some say he is back for 
only three weeks and will 
be going back to the UK for 
further checks. others say 
while he was away things 
moved faster in the coun-
try and they will prefer it 
remains that way. there 
are diverse views currently 
setting the tone on various 
discussion forums. Don’t 
blame them, in a whole, bu-
hari has twenty-two months 
more in government as the 
independent Electoral com-
mission has said Presidential 
elections will hold in Febru-
ary 2019.

i arrived the Presidential 
Villa at about 7am on Friday 
to meet other journalists 
who, like me, couldn’t sleep 
through the night, after it 
was confirmed that the Presi-
dent was headed back home. 
We laughed at ourselves 
and wondered why we all 
thought this was very impor-
tant. again we answered for 
ourselves, it is better to see, 
than to be told.

Everywhere i turned, i 
saw the faces of smiling aides 
who were obviously happy 
to resume work after so long. 
You see, most of them had 
nothing to do and were strug-
gling to remain relevant, i can 
imagine that they were bored 
stiff. of course, it was not 
their fault that their boss was 
under the weather and away 
from the office but you could 

n
igerians have 
continued to re-
act to President 
M u h a m m a d u 
buhari’s return 

to nigeria from the United 
Kingdom where he had been 
receiving medical treatment 
for 50 days. 

the President left nigeria 
on January 19 for a 10-day 
vacation, which was later 
extended indefinitely based 
on medical advice. in a letter 
to the national assembly, he 
had transmitted powers to 
Vice President Yemi osinbajo, 
who assumed office as acting 
President.

but the President’s absence 
sparked several troubling in-
sinuations and controversies 
that divided the country most-
ly along political party and 
ethnic lines. the rumour mills 
thrived as nigerians could not 
hear directly from him except 
through pictures posted on so-
cial media by his aides and the 
President’s reported telephone 
calls with some world leaders.

nigerians were expect-
ing their President to hit the 
ground running immediately 
on his return, but in an address 
to some members of the Fed-
eral Executive council (FEc), 
all heads of security agencies, 
among others, the President 
had said given a go-ahead to 
Vice President osinbajo to 
continue acting, drawing reac-
tions from nigerians.

Femi aborisade, a lagos-
based human rights activist, 
said the fact that President 
buhari is not assuming duty 
immediately simply means 
that he is still on medical vaca-
tion, adding that the time has 
come for nigerians to demand 
the true health status of the 
President.

according to him, while 
it is a good development that 
the President is back in the 
country, it would, however, be 
a slap on the faces of nigerian 
taxpayers who are paying the 
bills to be kept in the dark con-
cerning the President health’s 
status.

“Yes, it is a good thing that 
the President is back because 
it does not give us good image 
outside for our President to 
remain abroad this long for 
medical reasons, when he 
can invest in hospitals back 
at home.

“but while we celebrate the 
President’s return, he must be 
ready to go back to work, or 
resign if he cannot. if nigeria 
were a country where things 
are done decently, civil society 
groups would be on the streets 

by now asking the President to 
either declare his health status 
or resign,” he told bDSUnDaY.

asked to respond to the 
allegations by some nigeri-
ans that vested interested in 
the President’s cabinet may 
have pressured him to return 
home to continue his medical 
leave to avoid being declare 
incapacitated, he said Presi-
dent buhari must be told that 
nigerians voted for him, not 
his appointees.

“nigerians voted for Mr. 
President because they believe 
in his leadership ability. nigeri-
ans did not vote for any of his 
appointees, who were either 
former governors or former 
ministers. President buhari 
must come clean on this issue: 
nigerians are more important 
than any vested interest in his 
government.

“that is why i continue 
to say that the aPc and PDP 
cannot deliver nigeria from 
poverty, because one is not 
different from the other. they 
both lack the wisdom and 
knowledge to lead nigeria to 
the Promised land. none of 

to nigerians.
according to her, President 

buhari was probably forced 
home by certain influential 
people in his government in 
order to end the rumours that 
he was in coma, saying that 
whatever the case may be, 
something sinister is currently 
going on that nigerians are not 
aware of.

“You know at a time we 
heard that President buhari 
wanted to return home but 
his doctors advised against 
it for medical reasons. Some 
people in his government who 
probably don’t like the fact that 
osinbajo is doing well and be-
ing accepted by nigerians may 
have pulled this one. they 
can do anything just to cling 
to power.

“but most nigerians are 
fed up with buhari’s govern-
ment. nigeria is today worse 
off than when buhari came 
to power; and when you raise 
issues of ill-conceived eco-
nomic policies, his supporters 
will say ‘give him some time’. 
but shouldn’t the President 
have a plan before contest-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Reaction continues to 
trail Buhari’s return

these parties has the political 
capacity to revert all the state-
owned companies privatised 
that are not working; none of 
them can fight corruption in 
the oil industry.

“but if President buhari 
can no longer lead nigeria, he 
should say so and let us know 
where we are as a people. the 
best he can do at this time for 
the sake of nigeria and nige-
rians is to resign if he can no 
longer continue as President,” 
he said.

bolanle asimolowo, an 
abuja-based political ana-
lyst, also lamented that since 
the inception of the aPc-led 
government, and even dur-
ing the campaigns, nigerians 
have been told lies upon lies, 
and that with the President’s 
inability to return to work 
immediately after his return, 
those who said he was “hale 
and hearty” should apologise 
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ing for the office? how long 
shall nigerians wait for this 
change that buhari and the 
aPc promised? Everything 
is tiring,” she said.         

a prominent nigerian who 
did want his name in print said 
even though buhari handed 
over to VP osinbajo, as long 
as the VP only held the office 
in acting capacity, there would 
always be that hesitation as to 
what baba would want when 
he returns, while some would 
decide to hold off plans till he 
returns.

“We continue to celebrate 
mediocrity in this country. in 
what decent country would 
the president be away for 50 
days without the citizens be-
ing informed of his condition? 
if he was that honourable, he 
would have kept his promise of 
government officials not wast-
ing public funds on medical 
tourism,” he said.

President Muhammed Buhari returning from foreign medical trip
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The move by the Federal Government to 
revamp the rail system is hugely com-
mendable. 

The Goodluck Jonathan administration did 
a bunch in this regard and Sketches is happy 
that the Muhammadu Buhari administration 
is running with that vision. 

May I sincerely commend President Bu-
hari, the Acting President Yemi Osinbajo, the 
Minister of Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi 
and all those who are doing everything pos-
sible to ensure that the rail system is revived 
in the country. 

Last Tuesday, the Federal Government 
performed a ground-breaking ceremony of the 
Segment 11; Lagos-Ibadan of the Kano Standard 
gauge rail project which it said would be ready 
by December 2018. 

The near-death status of the rail system in 
the country is a sad commentary to those of us 
who enjoyed train as a means of transporta-

President Muhammadu Buhari returned last 
Friday to the country after 50 days in Lon-

don where he had gone to spend his vacation. 
The holiday that was to last for few days 

was extended twice on the advice of his physi-
cians. While there, rumours went viral that the 
Katsina-born president had kicked the bucket. 
These were followed by an avalanche of rebut-
tals from his handlers and some chieftains of 

At least for the first time in a very long 
while, Nigerians saw a vibrant Senate 
last week defending the masses against 

the new customs duty policy on old vehicles. 
The Customs had issued a threat to Nigeri-

ans who it claimed did not pay duties on their 
vehicles, saying it would begin to impound the 
vehicles after the expiration of one month of 
grace. But the Senate of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria found it curious that the vehicle duty 
that should be collected at the border or ports 
where the vehicles are cleared is now being 
blamed on end users. 

The Senate believes that to send Customs 
officers to the streets and highways to way-lay 
motorists is not proper when that problem 
should have been sorted out at the point of entry 
of the vehicles. 

Bala Na’Allah, Senate deputy leader, took 
exception to the Customs’ new policy, describ-
ing it as “a serious matter.” Senator Dino Melaye 
saw a monkey in the new arrangement, and 
lashed out at the Customs. He said the agency 
was promoting corruption in the system. Ac-
cording to Melaye, “The new policy is a celebra-
tion of incompetence and exhibition of failure. 
And you cannot ask Nigerians to pay for your 
incompetence and failure.”

A good step

Hmm, FG returns to Jonathan’s despised Almajiri school project

I t was shocking to hear that part 
of the do cuments releas e d last 
w e e k  b y  t h e  Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n -

ment on its Economic Recovery and 
Growth Plan (ERGP) contains a plan 
to build 125 s cho ols for Almajirai 
and nomads. 

I t  w a s  s h o c k i n g  b e c a u s e ,  h o w 
could a government begin to con-
template this project just two years 
after the Jonathan administration 
made a huge effort in that direction, 
which was however, despised. 

The man returns after all

Is Customs grandstanding?

Is Imo not in the S/East counter-terrorism plan?

OBJ Vs Fayose: The face off continues
A few days ago, four states out of 

the five in the South East geo-
political zone gathered in Enugu 

Olusegun Obasanjo, a former 
president and Ayo Fayose, Ekiti 
State governor, have never been 

best of friends. During the tenure of 
Obasanjo as president, Fayose was 
sacked as governor. 

The experience did not go down well 
with Fayose, who saw the Ota farmer 
as an enemy. But at a point, it was said 
that the Ekiti State governor wrote to 
the former head of state pleading for 
forgiveness. 

He was also said to have begged 
Obasanjo to intervene in his bid to re-
join the PDP in 2012. Pardon was said to 
have been granted then and forgiveness 
obtained. But it appears that another 
face off is in the offing. 

Fayose was quoted as saying that 
Obasanjo should return, with interest, 
the N10 million donation he claimed he 
made to the former president’s library 
project in 2005. 

According to Fayose, the 30 gover-
nors on the platform of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) at that time 
were allegedly compelled to donate 
N10million each in 2005 to the multibil-
lion naira project, which he described 
as the greatest fraud ever. 

Observers believe that there are 
other secrets that need to be revealed 
on what transpired between Obasanjo 

to articulate the modalities for the 
implementation of National Counter 
Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST). 

It was reported Abia, Anambra, Eb-
onyi and Enugu states, excluding only 
Imo, signed in to the arrangement. 

 NACTEST is a Federal Government 
project which some states other than 
S/East have also signed into. While it 
may be hasty to draw any conclusion 
as to why Imo State is missing on that 
all-important list, it is however, neces-
sary to urge the political leaders in the 
South East to close ranks, political party 
differences, notwithstanding.

and the governors in that era. It is said 
that secrets are revealed when partners 
in crime engage themselves in quarrel. 

How would a poor man in Ekiti have 
known that their common wealth 
was dashed out to a wealthy man who 
needed no help? Fayose, along with 
other governors at that time engaged 
in the business of “robbing Peter to 
pay Paul.” 

We believe that there are many 
more sinister deals that thrived in 
those days of the “Kings” that deserve 
a chronicle to be written on them. So, 
let the controversy rage on.

tion, when it was efficient. I come from a part 
of the country where the rail line passed my 
father’s backyard. In those days, my parents 
used to calculate the time of the day from the 
schedule of movements of trains. 

Women who went to the farm would deter-
mine when to return home by calculating the 
time particular train would pass our area. And 
they were never wrong. In those days, farm 
produce in my village moved from Umuezu 
station to Omoba to Aba and to Port Harcourt, 
or from Umuezu to Nbawsi to Umuahia to 
Enugu. While as an undergraduate student at 
the University of Nigeria Nsukka (UNN), I used 
to board train from Umuezu to Enugu each 
time I was going back to school. 

A younger cousin of mine, Chijioke Nwosu, 
now a cleric, who shared a room with me in 
112 B2, Alvan Ikoku Hall, used to enjoy the 
ride with me. While on the coach, we would 
be singing great hymns to the admiration of 
co-travellers. At every station the train stopped 
we would alight to buy what was unique and 
trending in the area. In some places, it’s sugar 
cane; some places, it’s nicely fried big ‘akara’ 
(bean cakes), and in some places, bananas. 

It was real fun. But all of a sudden, the 
system collapsed, train disappeared and was 
operating only like ‘Abiku’ (come today, die 
tomorrow). Today, the young ones in my village 
no longer enjoy similar experience. So, I am up 
for any step government may take to return 
us to that great experience of yesteryear. May 
their hands not slack in this project.

It would be recalled that former 
President Jonathan, sensing his ap-
parent reje ction in the North and 
his receding rating over the initial 
handling of the case of the abducted 
Chibok Girls,  he wanted to please 
the North at all cost. 

He built about 50 schools for the 
Almajirai, thinking that would help 
purchase him a return ticket. While 
he was still  in the saddle, commen-
dations greeted the projects,  but as 
s o on as he left  offic e,  even thos e 
who supported the projects began 
to castigate him, mocking the proj-
ects.  They said the Almajiri school 
proje ct  exaggerate d the  Almaj ir i 
phenomenon in the North. 

They wondere d if  the children 
t h a t  w o u l d  p a s s  t h r o u g h  s u c h 
schools would be willing to boldly 
say they attended Almajiri school. 
They said  i t ’ s  demeaning and r i -
diculous. Today, we are going back 
t o  t h at  s a m e  “d e m e a n i n g  a n d  r i -
diculous” proje cts.  What is  really 
happening?   

his party who paid him a visit in London. Even 
when it was announced that the President 
would return Friday, many people doubted the 
possibility. What the entire episode tells us is that 
there is a serious problem in Nigeria. 

There is a total discontent in the land, so 
much that the man on the street is heaping 
curses on the ruling class for making his life hell 
in Nigeria. He laments over the destruction of 
the country and the inability of those in power 
to live up to the promises made during the elec-
tioneering campaigns. 

What transpired during Buhari’s sojourn in 
London is also an evidence that the country is 
not one and government is very secretive. Any 
government that thrives on lies and half-truths 
cannot get a better result than the speculations 
that made waves while the President’s vacation 
lasted. That it was difficult for President Buhari 
to speak to Nigerians, with the advancement in 
information and communication technology 
(ICT) leaves a very sour taste. I hope we would 
learn a lesson or two from what has happened. 
Welcome back home Mr. President.

Melaye also reasoned that it is wrong for Cus-
toms to try to collect on the street what it ought 
to collect at the ports, adding that “if the Customs 
man the borders the way they should, we should 
not be talking about the new policy now.”

However, it could be that the Customs also 
has a good case given the huge target on its neck 
and the quest to meet this target may have been 
responsible for certain policies. 

The matter must be critically looked into 
in such a way as not to jeopardise the duties of 
the agency or increase the agony of Nigerians 
through unnecessary harassment.
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I
’m beaming my search-
light on the fresh crisis 
rocking the leading op-
position party, Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 

where key lawmakers are 
wrestling over who should 
be recognized as the authen-
tic national chairman of the 
party. From the interaction 
I  had with the c onc erne d 
lawmakers, all seem not to be 
well. The unresolved leader-
ship crisis is already taking 
its toll on the system, as some 
loyalists are pushing for Ali 
Modu Sherriff as PDP presi-
dential candidate come 2019. 
Another leading member of 
the PDP caucus whom I chat-
ted with earlier predicted 
the breaking away of some 
aggrieved PDP members to 
other parties other than All 
Progressive Congress (APC), 
of course to the mega party 
African D emo cratic Party 
(ADP), which can be best de-
scribed as safe haven for all 
aggrieved members from all 
the existing political parties 
in the country. You recall 
that similar exercise led to the 
formation of the incumbent 
ruling party.

I also foresee, the forthcom-
ing APC National Convention 
slated for April 2017, as an-
nounced by Bolaji Abdullahi, 

APC National Publicity Sec-
retary as a determining fac-
tor for the party. I envisage 
‘break-aways’ by some of the 
power brokers who spare-
headed the walk-out from 
the PDP Convention held in 
Abuja in 2013, already re-
hearsing similar exercise on 
the ground that the election 
of the National Chairman is 
not transparent enough. All 
said and done, all hands will 
surely be on deck by those on 
the other side of the divide to 
curtail any unforeseen crisis 
that may jeopardise the re-
turn of the ruling party to 
power beyond 2019.

Some lawmakers are al-
ready crying foul over the 
presidential election date 
announced by Independent 
national Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), about two years 
before the expiration of the 
political dispensation. They 
believe such pronouncement 
was premature and could 
distract the present admin-
istration from addressing 
va r i o u s  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
challenges bedeviling the 
country. But I see it as a good 
development, except that the 
electoral body has not been 
able to prove to Nigerians its 
capacity to deliver sufficient 
credible exercise void of vio-

lence and ballot snatching 
and other related offences. 
C o n s u l t at i o n s  s h o u l d  b e 
strengthened while other 
logistics should b e put in 
place to ensure better result 
in the polity.

Meanwhile,  the activi-
ties of the House during last 
week was remarkable, espe-
cially getting to see the bill of 
on budget reform sponsored 
by Speaker Yakubu Dogara. 
According to Dogara’s spe-
cial adviser on Media and 
Publicity, Turaki Hassan, the 
bill stipulates time frame for 
budget presentation within 
the first week of September 
of every year; passage of not 
later that 2nd week of De-
cember and assent for 30th 
December, among others.

When passed into law, the 
legislative framework will 
regulate the preparation, 
pres entation,  enactment, 
implementation, monitoring 
and oversight and penalties 
for  c ontravention of  the 
Appropriations Act in each 
fiscal year. The legislative 
framework also provides for 
dispute resolution that may 
arise between the Executive 
and the Legislature before, 
during or after passage of 
the budget. The proposed 
penalties for violation of the 

Appropriations Act include 
written reprimand, written 
warning, suspension from 
office, surcharge, demotion 
or reduction in status; denial 
or promotion, termination 
of employment, impeach-
ment of committee chair-
men in the National Assem-
bly as well as the removal 
of chairman of any standing 
committees, among others. 
Similarly, the proposed law 
also provides for rewards 
for public officers and civil 
s ervants  for  outstanding 
work which include letter 
of commendation, certificate 
of merit, public decoration, 
with a me dal of  re c ogni-
tion, recommendation for 
accelerated promotion, rec-
ommendation for national 
honour and gift in cash or 
kind among others.

Likewise, the House re-
solved to probe the utilisa-
t i o n  o f  t h e  N 5 0 0  b i l l i o n 
approved by the National 
Assembly for Federal Gov-
ernment’s Social Interven-
tion Scheme.

The N500 billion is to be 
distributed for the imple-
m e n t at i o n  o f  t h e  H o m e -
G r o w n  S c h o o l  F e e d i n g 
Programme, N-Power pro-
gramme, Conditional Cash 
Transfer (CCT) as well  as 

Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
(GEEP). All of these moves if 
carried out with good intent 
will ensure accountability 
and provide justification for 
the allocation of resources to 
various projects. Nigerians 
have waited this long to see 
and get dividends of democ-
racy. Interfacing with few 
Nigerians, one could see the 
panting for another change 
in the way we do business 
and p olit ics .  Though the 
pres ent administration is 
striving to put certain poli-
c i e s  a n d  p ro g ra m m e s  i n 
place to address the obvious 
fraud called corruption in 
the system, yet subtle efforts 
are c eas eless to frustrate 
same by those who benefit 
from the rot steering all of 
us at the face till today!

PDP, APC, INEC, et al
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A
s reactions trail the 
return of President 
Muhammadu Bu-
hari to the coun-
try after a 50-day 

medical vacation in London, 
attention will shift to the Sen-
ate on Wednesday where the 
Comptroller-General of Nigeria 
Customs Service, Hameed Ali is 
expected to appear in plenary 
over plans to collect duties on 
old and new vehicles in the 
country.

Usually, Wednesday’s plena-
ries in the Senate are beamed 
live on the Nigerian Television 
Authority (NTA). But due to 
controversy surrounding the 
issue, it is not unexpected to 
see more media houses with 
Outside Broadcast Vans sta-
tioned at the complex to air the 
proceedings live.

This is not the first time the 
upper legislative chamber is at 
loggerheads with the Customs 
boss over his refusal to wear 

customs uniform.
In February this year, the 

retired military officer came 
under harsh criticism from 
members of the Senate Commit-
tee on Customs and Excise over 
his refusal to wear Customs 
uniform since his appointment 
in 2015. A member of the com-
mittee, Obinna Ogba, had ex-
pressed dissatisfaction on why 
Ali would carry on the duties 
of CG in civilian attire since he 
was appointed. In his response, 
the Customs boss told the Sen-
ate Committee that military 
tradition does not permit him 
to wear paramilitary uniform 
as a retired Colonel.

His response prompted Ogba 
to stage a walk out.

To me, the excuse by Ali is not 
tenable. What type of military 
tradition would not permit you 
to wear para-military uniform, 
yet the same tradition permits 
you to collect salary from para-
military organization? Is there 
any law that makes the Nigeria 
Customs inferior to the army?

The relationship between 
the Customs CG and the upper 
legislative chamber had been 
frosty from day one. Previ-
ously, he failed to show before 
the Senate Committee on Cus-
toms and Excise and when he 
eventually presented himself, 
the proceeding ended up in a 
shouting match between him 
and lawmakers.

Despite the advice by the 

Senate asking the Nigeria Cus-
toms Service (NCS) to halt its 
planned enforcement of ve-
hicles duty payment starting 
from April 12, the establishment 
insisted on clamping down on 
defaulters in line with its anti-
smuggling drive.

Angered by the utterances of 
Customs, Dino Melaye insisted 
that it was unacceptable for 
Customs to disrespect the posi-
tion taken by the Senate.

Melaye, who has being in 
the ‘vanguard’ of moving con-
troversial motions, was not 
alone. Other APC senators who 
spoke on the matter including 
Senate Majority Leader Ahmad 
Lawan, chairman Committee on 
Petroleum Downstream Kabiru 
Marafa as well as PDP lawmak-
ers like Deputy Minority Leader 
Emmanuel Bwacha, Atai Aido-
ko and Obinna Ogba all spoke in 
favour of the motion.

Ali, a close ally of President 
Buhari, had altercations with 
the Finance Minister Kemi 
Adeosun during a meeting of 
the Joint Senate and House of 
Representatives Committees on 
Appropriations, insisting that he 
was not answerable to the Min-
ister but to the President. This 
position of the Customs boss is 
at variance with the provisions 
of extant laws which puts the 
Customs boss under the Finance 
Minister. As one of the revenue 
generation agencies in country, 
the Finance Minister chairs the 

Board of Customs.
From the comments of both 

PDP and APC senators at ple-
nary, the common complaint 
against Ali bothered on arro-
gance and impunity.

The outpour of anger also 
indicated that the legislative 
body will soon amend the laws 
setting up Federal Roads Safety 
Corps (FRSC), Fire Service and 
Customs to ensure that their 
heads are confirmed by the 
Senate.

As the Ad-hoc Committee on 
Mounting Humanitarian Crisis 
in the North East prepares to 
submit its final report, Ali’s re-
fusal to appear in appropriate 
Customs uniform may escalate 
tension between the Legislature 
and Executive. There are indica-
tions that lawmakers may call 
for his sack in the event that 
he fails to appear in plenary as 
directed.

In another development, it 
is no longer news that the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has fixed the 
2019 presidential and National 
Assembly elections on February 
16, 2019.

What is, however, news is 
that lawmakers elected under 
the platform of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) are 
caught between the Devil and 
the deep blue sea.

The opposition party which 
has already lost four senators to 
the ruling All Progressives Con-

gress (APC), are undecided be-
tween support for the National 
Chairman Ali Modu-Sheriff and 
Chairman National Caretaker 
Committee Ahmed Makarfi.

Out of the 42 PDP lawmak-
ers, only three have so far 
pledged allegiance to Sheriff. 
They include: Buruji Kashamu, 
Hope Uzodinma and Ben Mur-
ray-Bruce.

Although Minority Leader 
Godswill Akpabio confirmed 
receipt of a letter from Sheriff 
inviting the PDP Senate Cau-
cus for a meeting, the former 
governor of Akwa-Ibom State 
informed newsmen after a 
meeting of the caucus that they 
would have to seek permission 
of the PDP Governors Forum 
and other organs of the party 
before honouring such invita-
tion.

Since governors are the own-
ers of the party in their respec-
tive states and are responsible 
for determining who contests 
for elective positions, what 
this implies is that the body 
language of a governor would 
determine where each senator 
would swing to.

The week under review also 
saw the defection of the only 
Labour Party (LP) senator in the 
Senate Ovie Omo-Agege to APC. 
With this development, APC 
now has 66 senators as against 
PDP 42. The electoral body is 
yet to conduct the last senatorial 
election in Anambra Central.

Senate vs Ali: Who blinks first?



L
et me start by dispelling some 
myths that have been thrown 
around regarding the calls for 
the restructuring of the Nigerian 
federation. It is a myth to say that 

we do not need restructuring, that all we 
need is good leadership.  While leadership 
is critical, leaders also operate within struc-
tural and institutional constraints, which 
may impede or enhance their performance. 
Thus, if you have a federal structure that 
encourages dependency while discouraging 
hard work, innovation, productivity and 
competition, your development as a nation 
will be less than optimal.

It is a myth to suggest or imply that 
changes in the structure of our federation 
are a silver bullet or magic wand that would 
solve all our problems. Our challenges are 
multi-faceted and the structure of the 
federation is only one of them, albeit a 
critical one. Restructuring itself will not 
automatically guarantee good governance. 
As a people we still have to demand good 
governance and accountability from our 
leaders.“True federalism” is a myth. Federal 
systems are works-in-progress, and vary 
from one another according to their spe-
cific historical, socio-economic and political 
conditions. Ultimately, people agree on the 
kind of federal system they will have, and 
be prepared to make necessary changes if 
it does not serve them well.

Let me also say that there’s nothing 
wrong in people agitating for what they see 
as a better federal system. In fact, the peren-
nial debates and agitations by federating 
units for improved position within a federal 
structure is the hallmark of a living, breath-
ing federal system. We need not vilify those 
who disagree with us or treat them as less 
patriotic or even as felons.

I am a businessman and politician. So 
my remarks will be informed by what I see 
as the political and economic imperatives 
of restructuring.  I will leave the matter 
of constitutional framework for constitu-
tional lawyers and for a future gathering 
of leaders who would work out the details 
of the needed restructuring.

The restructuring that I have been call-
ing for involves changes to the allocation 
of powers, responsibilities and resources 
among the states or zones and between 
them and the Federal Government.  I do not 
see local governments as federating units 
and, therefore, they should not derive their 
powers from the constitution. Likewise, 
ethnic nationalities are not federating units 
and any attempt to restructure the country 
along those lines will be unworkable. Some 
of our roughly 300 ethnic nationalities 
are big enough to constitute independent 
countries while some are too small to even 
constitute local government areas.

Dependency and mistrust
If we cut out all the sophistry, posturing 

and pretensions, it is clear to me that the 
resistance against restructuring is based 
on thre e interrelate d factors,  namely 
dependency, fear and mistrust. Depen-
dency of all segments of the country on 
oil revenues, fear of loss of oil revenues 
by non-oil producing states or regions and 
mistrust of the motives of those angling 
for restructuring. This can be seen in the 

regional patterns of the advocacy for and 
opposition to restructuring. The bulk of the 
calls for restructuring comes from the south 
while the bulk of the opposition to it comes 
from the north. This tells me that it will be 
critical for all parties to put their cards on 
the table, give one another the necessary 
reassurances and make the necessary com-
promises in order to secure a restructuring 
deal.  Denials and insults by both sides are 
not a substitute for these.

Although arguments against restructur-
ing come mostly from the North, there are, 
however, elements from the other regions 
who are in government and who argue 
against restructuring, claiming that it is 
only good leadership (ostensibly theirs) that 
is needed to resolve our nation’s challenges. 
Opponents also argue that restructuring is 
a ploy to break up the country. They insist 
that national unity is non-negotiable and 
claim that the matter has been resolved by 
the civil war. How the current structure is 
the only guarantee of unity is never really 
explained, neither is it demonstrated that 
devolving more powers and resources to 
federating units would lead to a breakup 
of the country.

Why restructure?
While those calling for restructuring 

may be driven by different motives, there 
is certainly a strong case for restructuring 
our federation. My reasons are simply that 
the current structure, which concentrates 
too much power and resources in the cen-
tre, makes us economically unproductive, 
uncompetitive, indolent, and politically 
weak, disunited and unstable. It has made 
our component units too suspicious of one 
another, a suspicion that makes any rational 
discussion very difficult. This structure, 
which can be called ‘unitary federalism’, 
does not serve the country or any section 

well. It rests on the foundation of depen-
dence on oil revenues, which seems to 
be in long-term decline and is, therefore, 
unsustainable. And a country remains 
united in the long term only because the 
component units believe that it is in their 
interest to remain part of the country, 
that there are important things that they 
get from remaining part of the country 
than not. Leaders from across the country 
acknowledged this and gave voice to it in 
the last political conference held in 2014, 
whatever the motivations for convening 
the conference at the time.

How we got here and the way out
I will briefly remind us of how we got 

to our current inhibiting structure. I will 
then suggest steps needed to get us towards 
a more robust federal system that will en-
hance the capacity of our federating units 
to optimise their ability to provide for their 
people’s security and welfare.

In the First Republic the constituent re-
gions in our federation raised and retained 
the bulk of their revenues, mostly from ag-
riculture and with those tried to meet their 
obligations. They provided security with 
their police forces, built roads, bridges, hos-
pitals, schools, and provided scholarships 
and, of course, paid their employees, in-
cluding civil servants, teachers and health 
service workers. Then came oil, military 
regimes, the civil war, and measures that 
progressively centralised and concentrated 
more powers and resources at the centre.

The regions would have staunchly 
resisted this power grab by the Federal 
Government were we not under a military 
regime, in which the governors were mere 
military appointees who may not even be 
working in the states of their origin. Also 
the country had seen the prospects of, 
and become dependent on, oil revenues. 

And the oil revenues came largely from 
the Niger Delta, a numerical and political 
minority.

We have become so accustomed to the 
current structure and addicted to oil money 
that even the most reasonable among us 
still cling to a belief that what we currently 
have is the most beneficial and is immuta-
ble.  Nothing can be further from the truth. 
This is a federal system that has fostered 
dependence on revenues derived mainly 
from three states and is characterised by ex-
cessive centralisation and concentration of 
power and resources, and intense political 
competition, and political instability.  To-
day, regional gatherings are usually about 
grievances and how to get more from the 
central pool of resources but hardly about 
how to produce and contribute to increas-
ing those resources. 

While there is no ideal federal system 
to which every federating country has to 
aspire, there are better working federal 
systems from which to draw lessons. We 
modelled our current federal system after 
the US, but seem to have avoided the critical 
elements that make the American system 
function better: greater autonomy for fed-
erating states and individuals, and mistrust 
of leaders entrusted with power. America’s 
is a system that fosters individual freedom, 
productivity, competition and innovation, 
and strong institutional checks on power 
wielders.

In particular, the founding fathers of 
the US knew that human beings, especially 
leaders, like to accumulate power as much 
as they can. So in order to protect and guar-
antee freedoms for citizens from rampaging 
egomaniacs, the leaders’ powers needed to 
be limited; the central government needed 
to be restrained in favour of the federating 
states. Thus, the first ten Amendments to 
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Why do we have federal roads all over the country that 
don’t get maintained? Why do we have federal hospitals 
and schools all over the country that are no better than 
their state counterparts? We even have more clamour 

for federal takeover of existing state institutions. 
That is not how to run a federation.

the US Constitution, collectively called the 
Bill of Rights, offer specific protections of 
individual liberty and justice and restricts 
the powers of government.  The bulk of 
the seventeen subsequent amendments 
expand individual civil rights protections, 
while the rest deal with federal author-
ity or modify government processes and 
procedures. The Tenth Amendment is of 
particular interest for our discussion here. 
It states that powers not delegated to the 
Federal Government and not denied the 
states; belong to the states or to the people.

Note that the US constitution is only 4 
pages (of parchment) long, with only seven 
articles, excluding the subsequent amend-
ments. Those seven articles include an out-
line of the national frame of government, 
entrenchment of the doctrine of separation 
of powers, concepts of federalism, describ-
ing the rights and responsibilities of state 
governments and of the states in relation 
to the federal government, as well the 
procedures for ratifying the document by 
the states. It is critical to understand that it 
is the states that came together to delegate 
some powers to the central government 
(on matters that they deem best served by 
a central government).

In contrast, our 1999 Constitution, spe-
cifically Section 7, has 83 federal legislative 
items as against 15 for the states (which the 
Federal Government can also override). I do 
not know of any well-functioning federal 
system in the world that has that kind of 
lopsided central dominance.

Only our First Republic Constitution came 
close to the US’s Constitution in terms of the 
process of federal constitution-making and 
allocation of powers between the federating 
units and the federal government. Subse-
quent efforts have been ones where military 
leaders amended the constitution through 
decrees, and, when our peoples’ representa-
tives were involved, set the parameters and 
redlines that could not be crossed by “we the 
people.”  With eyes firmly set on oil revenues 
rather than diverse economic activities, and 
a mindset that saw any push for greater 
autonomy for regions as a threat to national 
unity, the efforts resulted in excessive cen-
tralisation of power and concentration of 
economic resources at the federal level.  For 
as long as oil flowed and revenues remained 
high, few people seemed to mind.  Thus, our 
governments walked away from preceding 
sources of government revenues. Rather than 
clamour for more productivity and improve-
ments in human resource development, we 
clamoured for and got more states and local 
governments.

We even had the awkward situation 
where the federal government created lo-
cal governments and continues to allocate 
resources directly to them through so-called 
joint accounts with state governments. The 
result has been that local governments have 
ceased to be local, and they are also not 
national or effective. Rather the state gov-
ernments essentially confiscate the funds 
and expend them as they wish. Thus the 
division of responsibilities for local govern-
ment administration has killed the respon-
sibilities. Put another way, the intrusion of 
the federal government in local government 
administration has virtually destroyed local 
administration.

There is no doubt that many of our states 
are not viable, and were not viable from the 
start, once you take away the federal alloca-
tions from Abuja.  We have to find creative 
ways to make them viable in a changed fed-
eral system. Collaboration among states in a 
region or zone will help. We can examine the 
possibility of using the existing geo-political 
zones as federating units. We can also find 
other ways to determine the viability of 
states, for example by introducing a means 

test such that a state that is unable to generate 
a certain percentage of its expenditures in-
ternally for a specified period of time will be 
deemed unviable and collapsed into another 
or a group of states. We can constitute a body 
of non-partisan experts to suggest other ideas. 
But in all, we must devolve more powers and 
resources from the federal government and 
deemphasize federal allocations as the source 
of sustenance of states.  We need to start pro-
ducing again and collecting taxes to run our 
governments in a more sustainable way with 
greater transparency and accountability.

We have a unique opportunity now, with 
all the agitation and clamour for restructur-
ing, to have a conversation that would lead 
to changes in the structure of our federation 
in order to make it stronger, enhance our 
unity and promote peace, security and bet-
ter and more accountable governance. Ours 
should be a federal system that delegates to 
the federal government only powers and 
responsibilities for those matters that are bet-
ter handled by a central government such as 
defence, foreign affairs, inter-governmental 
affairs, setting overall national economic 
policy and standards. Other powers and 
responsibilities should reside with the states, 
which will include the power to create and 
fund local governments as they deem fit.

Why do we have federal roads all over the 
country that don’t get maintained? Why do 
we have federal hospitals and schools all over 
the country that are no better than their state 
counterparts? We even have more clamour 
for federal takeover of existing state institu-
tions. That is not how to run a federation. 
Rather we are centralising more and making 
a mockery of federalism. This is a parody of 
federalism, and we must get away from it.

We should proceed from the assumption 
that the oil economy, which underwrote our 
profligate, unsustainable and unstable federal 
structure, has reached its peak. New technol-

ogies of oil production, especially horizontal 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing (also known 
as fracking) have helped to produce a glut in 
the world oil market. They have also helped 
to move the United States towards becom-
ing the world’s top oil producer. This partly 
explains why US import of Nigerian oil has 
declined from 50percent a few years ago to 
almost zero today.

Also the massive investments in and rapid 
growth in alternative energy sources show 
that it is unrealistic to expect the huge rises 
in oil prices of the past. Let me illustrate with 
a few examples. In 2004 the world generated 
only 48 gigawatts of electricity from wind 
power, but by 2014 wind power accounted 
for 318 gigawatts.  In 2004 only 2.6 gigawatts 
of power were generated worldwide from 
solar photovoltaic (PV), but by 2014, 139 
gigawatts were being generated, and this 
excludes an additional 326 gigawatts ther-
mal solar water heating capacity. Also total 
annual biofuel production rose from 30.9 
billion litres in 2004 to 113.5 litres by 2014. 
The same phenomenal increase is noticed 
in annual investments in renewable energy, 
from a mere $39.5 billion US in 2004 to $214.4 
billion by 2014. In 2004 only 48 countries had 
policy targets regarding renewable energy 
but by 2014 the number had reached 144. 
As we speak here today cars using non-oil 
based energy either in full or in part are 
being produced for the mass market. And in 
June last year the US, Canada and Mexico 
pledged to derive 50percent of their energy 
from clean sources by 2025. Next month 
Apple, the iPhone maker, will open its new 
massive headquarters.  The complex, which 
will house over 25,000 employees, will be 
powered entirely by energy from renewable 
sources. Thus the world seems to have set 
upon an irreversible course of reliance on 
non-fossil and renewable energy.

Therefore, the downward pressure on oil 

prices will likely continue even if the world 
economy fully recovers from the current 
slow-down. Add to that the militancy and 
instability in the Niger Delta, which have 
reduced our oil production capacity and 
revenues. So, it will be foolhardy for us to 
think that this ‘unitary federal’ structure, 
erected on oil rents, can subsist without a 
major modification.

Thus, the fight in this country over “re-
source control”, while it may still have reso-
nance today, is really a fight for yesterday. 
And, as I said at a conference in Kaduna eight 
months ago, even a discovery of large quanti-
ties of oil and gas in the north today can only 
bring temporary relief but cannot reverse 
the fundamental shifts in the world’s energy 
trajectory.  So, my brothers and sisters, let us 
move on, like the rest of the world. We should 
embark on the badly needed restructuring 
of this country now even if we are hoping to 
strike oil in commercial quantities in another 
region of the country. That way, we have a 
chance to live better in a few years’ time and 
leave a worthy legacy for our children and 
grandchildren.

Human resources, rather than large 
deposits of natural resources, are a na-
tion’s most important asset. For example, 
Japan has little land for agriculture and 
no significant mineral deposits, but it is 
the third largest economy in the world. 
And Singapore has become a First World 
economy in our lifetime although it has 
little in terms of natural resources. We can 
similarly transform our country. We just 
need to start immediately. Our country 
boasts of millions of young people. It is 
within our means to give them good edu-
cation and the skills they need to become 
productive, innovative and competitive in 
the modern world. 

A trained, educated and entrepreneurial 
workforce in a restructured Nigeria that 
empowers her federating units to look 
to their strengths, emphasize production 
and internally-generated revenues, and 
compete with one another to attract in-
vestments will truly transform us into a 
respectable people. It will help grow our 
economy rapidly, ensure needed employ-
ment for our young people, improve securi-
ty, stabilise our politics and promote peace.

We need the courage to move in that 
direction.

R-L: Anthony Elujoba, a professor and vice chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo University, and Atiku Abubakar
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I
t was early in the morning, 
just a little before dawn. I 
needed to hurriedly ferry a 
brother to catch an early bus 
so he could meet up with an 

urgent appointment. My mind was 
appropriately fixed on getting him 
to the park in time so I could get on 
with my schedule for the day. So, I 
could have missed it. But I saw it! 
The sight was quite nauseating. It 
was a mountain of rubbish dumped 
almost in the middle of the road. I 
am talking about a major road that is 
well lilted and properly maintained.

With the dexterity of an acclaimed 
Formula-1 racer, I instantaneously 
swerved to avoid crashing into the 
heap of rubbish. Then, I began to 
think. Who, in the right frame of 
mind, could have done this? My 
mind was pondering back and 
forth. It couldn’t have been an act of 
ignorance, I thought. My conviction 
was hinged on the enlightened status 
of the neigbourhood. But then, being 
enlightened might not necessarily 
denote sensibility, I reasoned.

It is sad that in this age, people 
could sti l l  indulge in such a 
despicable act. Sadly, a lot of people 
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are yet to come to terms with the truth 
that the quality of our lives as human 
beings is substantially a reflection of 
the quality of the environment which 
we inhabit. Many still seem not to 
comprehend that the environment 
which we inhabit, like kola in Igbo 
culture, is life in itself. It is whatever 
we give to the environment that it 
gives back to us.

How, for instance, does one 
explain such despicable attitudes 
as defecating or urinating in public 
p l a c e s,  i n d i s c r i m i nat e  re f u s e 
d u mp i ng,  d ra i nag e  b l o ck ag e, 
construction on waterways, drainage 
alignments, throwing of refuse into 
canals, among others? No matter the 
strength of the justification, there is 
no rational explanation for anyone 
to indulge in such unhealthy and 
uncivilized habits.

Research has shown that people 
who reside in filthy places are more 
prone to contracting terrible diseases 
and are as such easily vulnerable to 
avoidable deaths. With current threat 
to global health, we need to become 
conscious of the danger of poor 
sanitary habits. If we are to achieve an 
improvement in health and sanitation, 
reduction in occurrence of infectious 
epidemics, reduction in man-hour 
lost to sickness and disease, reduction 
in absenteeism amongst school 
children as a result of avoidable 
illness, improvement in aesthetics 
and beauty of the environment, 
then we need to start treating the 

environment better. Funds spent on 
treatment of preventable infectious 
diseases could be conserved for other 
projects.

With global  upsurge in the 
occurrence of natural disasters, partly 
caused by abuse of the environment, 

Lagos residents especially need to 
note that protecting the environment 
is, without doubt, the best way to 
protect themselves against diseases 
and other harmful environmental 
hazards. That we have not experienced 
monumental environmental tragedy 
should not be interpreted as being 
immune from such.

Sadly, it seems only a few people 
appreciate the extent of this problem 
which could degenerate into an 
epidemic in the state. It is a fact 
that many deadly diseases currently 
ravaging the world are linked to 
open defecation and other such poor 
sanitary practices. It triggers death, 
contaminates food, transmits skin 
diseases, causes respiratory diseases, 
eye problems, scabies, intestinal 
parasites resulting in kidney damage, 
tuberculosis and diarrhea-related 
diseases. 

A  s t u d y  h a s  c l a i m e d  t h a t 
unhygienic tendencies can cause 
all manners of dreaded diseases as 
well as lead to astonishing economic 
losses. A 2012 World Bank report 
reveals that Nigeria loses N455 billion 
annually due to poor sanitary habit. 
This is 1.3 percent of the national GDP.

The way forward is for Lagos 
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residents to have an attitudinal 
change towards the environment. 
No matter the level of government’s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  u p g r a d i n g 
infrastructure and improving the 
aesthetics of the state, if residents are 
not on same page with government, 
it might simply amount to wasted 
efforts. This is why the campaign for 
improved sanitary culture should 
not be left for government alone. The 
media, artists, comedians, religious 
bodies, Community Development 
Associations and Civil Society groups, 
etc should be actively involved.

The state government could 
also explore opportunity of its 
diverse town-hall meetings and 
other such public outreaches to 
further impress on Lagosians the 
imperative of living a dignified life 
through proper sanitation. Perhaps, 
more importantly, agencies saddled 
with the responsibility of enforcing 
sanitation and environmental laws 
in Lagos State must be alive to their 
responsibilities. Management of the 
Lagos Waste Management Authority 
(LAWMA) should equally step up 
efforts to extend their services to 
the nooks and crannies of the state. 
This way, no one would have any 
rationalization for brazenly engaging 
in unfriendly environmental actions.

On a final note, protecting the 
environment remains the best way 
to protect the society against diseases 
and other harmful environmental 
hazards.
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A 
n o n -p r o f i t  w o m e n ’s 
health organization in 
Kenya is confronting an 
impossible dilemma. 
Kisumu Medical  and 

Education Trust receives $200,000 
per year from the United States 
government to train doctors to treat 
postpartum haemorrhaging. KMET 
also receives money from European 
donors and other sources to provide 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e p r o d u c t i v e 
health services, including abortion 
counselling. After US President 
Donald Trump’s recent executive 
order reinstating and expanding the 
so-called “global gag rule, KMET – 
and many more organizations like 
it – will have to choose between life-
saving programs.

The global gag rule, officially 
known as the Mexico City policy, 
prevents official US funding for 
development aid from going to non-
US organizations that provide any 
kind of abortion services to women 
– even information or referrals – 
regardless of how those services 

Each man’s death draws us closer 
to ours. That is the bitter pill 
we find so hard to swallow. We 

may grieve, weep, wallow in self-pity 
and question the all-knowing creator, 
why such a tragedy should befall us. 
But we must come to terms with that 
hard fact of life, as no one’s death has 
stopped the sun from rising the next 
day, the songbirds from  rendering 
their sonorous songs, or the wind 
from blowing where it wills. Yet, those 
still lucky to be alive find it difficult to 
learn lasting lessons from those who 
have gone to the unfathomable, Great 
Beyond.

 As billions of people are propelled 
daily by the mania for money and 
materialism, mostly driven daily by 
the passion to satisfy the self, we 
hardly pause to ask ourselves the 
pertinent question: Why is it that 
people of different races and faces, 
religious and political persuasions 
still admire, adore and cherish the 
noble values left behind by the likes of 
Jesus the Christ, Prophet Muhammed, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King 
Jnr., Nelson Mandela  and Mother 
Teresa( all of blessed memory), even 
decades and centuries after their 
demise?

The answer is simple enough- they 
all lived for others. But for many of us 
that is the hard part! This brings to 
mind the subject of this piece; with 
a focus on the life and times of late 
Dr. Onukaba Adinoyi Ojo, former 
Managing Director/CEO of the Daily 
Times Plc. That the erudite scholar, 

Donald Trump’s little women
Visionary Voices

Onukaba Ojo: Tribute to a media icon
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are financed. Organizations that 
advocate expanded abortion access 
in their own countries are also barred 
from US funding.

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t ,  i f  K M E T 
continues to provide abortion 
services to women in Kenya, where 
30-40% of hospitalizations of women 
are associated with unsafe abortions, 
it will lose the funding it needs to 
perform the similarly lifesaving work 
of teaching doctors how to handle 
complications associated with 
childbirth. Never mind that rates of 
maternal mortality throughout the 
region are extremely high. Whichever 
option it chooses, KMET will be 
forced to curtail health services in 
regions where it is the principal 
provider.

The global gag rule is not new. 
First  introduced by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1984, it has been 
a political football ever since, with 
Democratic presidents rescinding it 
and Republicans reinstating it.

But this latest manifestation 
of the rule goes further than its 
predecessors. Whereas previous 
versions affected US family-planning 
funding, Trump’s rule affects all 
US health aid, including for HIV, 
malaria, maternal and child health, 
tuberculosis, and nutrition programs 
– up to $9 billion per year.

The President ’s  Emergenc y 
Plan for AIDS Relief comprises the 
largest portion of US global health 

playwright, author and politician 
fell as another voiceless victim at the 
hands of dare-devil armed robbers is 
a painful paradox and a cruel irony, 
especially for a man who sacrificed 
his resources for good governance. 
But what lessons can we glean from 
his illustrious life trajectory? That is 
of significance.

 As former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar,  to  who he was the 
Senior Special Assistant on Public 
Communications between July 
2003 and April 2005  Ojo was “ a 
humble, loyal, committed and not 
one concerned about material things”. 
Senate President, Bukola Saraki says 
he was “a quintessential intellectual, 
consummate administrator, complete 
gentleman and a detribalized Nigeria.” 
Both are right.

O n e  c a n  v o u c h  f o r  t h e s e 
accolades. But who was Ojo to me? 
An academic ‘son’, a kinsman, fellow 
writer, a crusader for the sustenance 
of our rich cultural heritage and an 
enduring inspiration? He was all 
of these and more, to me.  Indeed, 
our lives were interwoven in some 
intriguing manner by immanent Fate. 
For instance, we hail from the same 
idyllic, valley setting of Oboroke-
Ihima, sprawled amongst the rocky 
hills in the scenic beauty of Okehi 
LGA, Kogi State.

 He also attended St. Matthew 
Roman Catholic Primary School years 
after I left there. Interestingly too, he 
was graduating from  the University 
of Ibadan in 1982 with  his first degree 

devastating impact. Over the last few 
decades, many developing countries 
– such as Colombia, Nepal, Ethiopia, 
and Mozambique – have liberalized 
their abortion laws to save women’s 
lives and to reduce the costs to 
their health budgets of treating 
injuries caused by unsafe abortions. 
In this sense, the global gag rule 
undercuts local government policy 
and interferes with democratic 
debate.

With the reinstatement of the 
global gag rule, hard-won progress 
in women’s health could be stunted, 
or even reversed, all while violating 
women’s legal and human rights. 
For example, if KMET takes US aid, 
the organization will be obligated to 
withhold information from women 
about a critical health service, 
breaching the trust between a woman 
and her health care provider and 
violating a fundamental human right.

In Nigeria, the organization 
Education as a Vaccine – a partner 
of the International Women’s Health 
Coalition – could face a similarly 
unmanageable situation if they 
accept US HIV funding. EVA hosts the 
country’s longest-running hotline 
providing sexual and reproductive 
health information to young people, 
and is one of the few platforms 
enabling young people to ask 
questions without stigma and shame.

Ab o r t i o n  i s  a l re a d y  h i g h l y 
restricted in Nigeria, and the few 

You are a food technologist with the 
passion for writing. You can begin a 
weekly column on the food industry 
in Business Times, as it obtains back 
in the United States”. Pronto, he sent 
for the editor and that was how yours 
truly became Nigeria’s first food 
technologist to practice fully in the 
media, with Food and Beverages 
column. It still runs till this day in 
BusinessDay on Sunday.

One can also confidently affirm his 
attribute of humility and appreciative 
nature. Given the uncomfortable 
situation he found himself, as the 
employer of a man who had taught 
him some 30 years back, he called 
me aside sometime in 2003 at Daily 
Times and said: “Sir, do not address 
me as Sir. Feel free to discuss your 
ideas with me”. He also made sure 
I had complimentary copies of his 
books such as, Her Majesty’s Visit, 
The Killing Swamp, Atiku: the story 
of Atiku Abubakar, Ssoommaalliiyyaa 
and A Resting Place  with notes such 
as: “ To my teacher, Mr.Baje with 
gratitude for all the assistance. Best 
Wishes”.

Similarly, when he had to deliver 
the keynote address at the Nestle 
Plc Nutrition Seminar that year he 
made sure I edited his speech. I felt 
honoured and humbled. And it was so 
when he informed me of his intention 
to throw his hat into the gubernatorial 
ring of Kogi State a few years back. 
Though many saw him as too gentle for 
the murky waters of Nigerian politics, 
I told him I had a template for the 

abortion providers available face 
substantial  r isks.  With unsafe 
abortion a major cause of maternal 
mor tal i ty ,  par t icularly  among 
adolescents and young women, the 
services EVA provides could not be 
more important. Not surprisingly, 
EVA’s executive director, Fadekemi 
Akinfaderin-Agarau, worries that the 
global gag rule “is going to be a big 
blow in Nigeria,” because accepting 
US funding would then impede her 
organization’s ability even to discuss 
post-abortion care with the young 
women it serves.

Every day, 830 women die during 
childbirth and pregnancy, and each 
year, 6.9 million women are treated 
for complications from unsafe 
abortion, almost all of them in 
developing countries. To prohibit 
funding to organizations committed 
to providing quality health care and 
information to these women and 
girls is punitive, and a violation of 
their human rights. To impose the 
gag rule despite clear evidence of 
the harm it causes is a transparent 
attempt to control women’s bodies 
and health.

 Trump promised during his 
campaign to punish women who 
had abortions. That would be bad 
enough. But the global gag rule goes 
much further, punishing millions of 
women throughout the developing 
world simply for being women.

(C): Project Syndicate

sustainable economic development 
of the state. He gladly asked for it and 
was appreciative when he got and 
read through it on-line.

Ojo was a highly principled, 
humanist; never driven by the lure 
of the lucre, or self-decimating 
passion for personal gains. As a 
leader, he lived by example and 
made tremendous sacrifice of time 
and money to satisfy others’ needs. 
One recollects how he would travel 
to Abuja in person toJAMB office and 
several other organisations to seek 
for advertisements for the paper. And 
whenever he succeeded he would 
refuse to collect the commissions, 
running into millions of naira due to 
him. He would rather offer that for the 
payment of staff salaries! Of course, 
the recipients were grateful and got 
more committed to work.

Furthermore, was his creative 
bent to administrative matters. 
For instance, when salaries were 
not forthcoming as at when due, 
he set up Accelerated Revenue 
Generating Committee.  Before 
long, we were hosting conferences, 
seminars and symposia to make the 
vacant halls useful. Ditto, was the 
rejuvenation of the Water Supply 
Department and even we began to 
sell kerosine!

That the Daily Times newspaper, 
which was virtually moribund as 
at 1999 became robust enough for 
privatization by 2004  was because of 
one young man’s vision- Dr.Onukaba, 
Adinoyi Ojo. May his gentle soul rest 
in perfect peace.
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spending, currently $6.8 billion per 
year. Organizations that have long 
combined PEPFAR aid with other 
funds to provide comprehensive 
reproductive health care to women 
living with HIV, and to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, 
will now be placed in an untenable 
position.

Even the narrower iterations 
of the global gag rule backed by 
previous Republican presidents had 
devastating consequences. Under 
George W. Bush, the rule forced 
the closure of eight clinics – most 
of which were the sole providers of 
health care in their communities 
– in Kenya alone. Some of these 
clinics were run by the Family 
Planning Association of Kenya, 
which served 56,000 people and did 
not provide abortions. One of the 
clinics that was shuttered had been 
providing comprehensive infant and 
postpartum care.

But the global gag rule is not just 
devastating to women’s health; it is 
actually counter-productive. Without 
family-planning services, including 
access to contraception, women are 
worse equipped to avoid unwanted 
pregnancies. A Stanford University 
study found that abortion rates 
actually increased in countries most 
affected by the global gag rule during 
the Bush era.

Trump’s version of the rule 
threatens to have an even more 

in Theatre Arts while I was back there 
for my Masters Degree programme 
in Food Technology. But the most 
poignant of our relationship of course, 
is that he was one of my students at 
Ebira Anglican College, Okene (later 
Lennon Memorial College) where 
I taught Integrated Science back in 
1973. But exactly 30 years later he 
employed me as a member, Editorial 
Board of DTN, Plc! That is life for you.

Furthermore, Ojo was a lover of 
sound education and encouraged 
that as much as he could. While in 
the United States for his PHD he still 
cared to ask if my creative works were 
making the desired progress. I told 
him I needed international exposure. 
He requested for my manuscripts and 
I sent three- Our Strange Redeemers, 
The Campus Heroes (both novels) 
and my collection poems, Petals 
and Thorns. He was full of praises 
for my efforts after reading through 
and wasted no time in getting 
them across to America’s largest 
publishing company. Unfortunately, 
the company had stopped receiving 
new manuscripts as their hands were 
literally full.

Never one to give up, he provided 
yet another veritable platform to 
encourage my writings when he 
became the MD/CEO of Daily Times 
in 1999. Sequel to my weekly essays 
on politics and the economy sent as 
contributions from outside, he invited 
me in 2001.

“Sir, you can do better here as 
a writer than teaching back home. 

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

“Life is too short to be little”

FRANCOISE GIRARD
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I
n The Repub-
l i c ,  t h e  g r e at 
p h i l o s o p h e r 
Plato made the 
point that “the 
f a t e  o f  g o o d 

m e n  w h o  re f u s e  t o 
b e c ome involve d in 
politics is to be ruled 
by evil men”.

The 18th Century 
British statesman, Ed-
mund Burke, echoed 
t h e  s a m e  t h o u g h t 
w h e n  h e  w r o t e  i n 
his ‘Thoughts on the 
Cause of Present Dis-
c o n t e n t s ’,  “A l l  t h at 
is  ne c essary for the 
forces of evil to tri-
umph is  for enough 
good men to do noth-
ing.”

T h e o d o r e  R o o s -
e ve l t ,  J r. ,  t h e  2 6 t h 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p u t 
in more elab orately 
and explicitly in his 
April 23, 1910 speech 
at  t h e  S o r b o n n e  i n 
Paris ,  Franc e,  title d 

Why ‘good men’ must join politics
‘Citizenship in a Re-
public’.

“It is not the critic 
who counts; not the 
man who points out 
how the strong man 
stumbles ,  or  where 
t h e  d o e r  o f  d e e d s 
c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e 
t h e m  b e t t e r .  T h e 
credit belongs to the 
man who is actually 
in the arena, whose 
f a c e  i s  m a r r e d  b y 
dust and sweat and 
b l o o d ;  w h o  s t r i ve s 
valiantly; who errs, 
w h o  c o m e s  s h o r t 
again and again, be-
cause there is no ef-
fo r t  w i t h o u t  e r r o r 
a n d  s h o r t c o m i n g ; 
but who do es actu-
ally strive to do the 
d e e d s ;  w h o  k n o w s 
g re at  e n t h u s i a s m s , 
the great devotions; 
who spends himself 
i n  a  w o r t hy  c a u s e ; 
w h o  a t  t h e  b e s t 
k n o w s  i n  t h e  e n d 
the triumph of high 
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a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d 
who at the worst, if 
he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, 
so that his place shall 
never be with those 
cold and timid souls 
w h o  n e i t h e r  k n o w 
victory nor defeat,” 
Roosevelt had said.

J o h n  E i d s m o e , 
A m e r i c a n  p r o f e s -
sor of constitutional 
law who previously 
taught at the Thomas 
Go o de Jones Scho ol 
o f  L a w ,  F a u l k n e r 
U n i v e r s i t y,  M o n t -
g o m e r y,  A l a b a m a , 
narrows it  down to 
Christians in his God 
a n d  C a e s a r :  C h r i s -
tian Faith and Politi-
cal Action, where he 
e n c o u r a g e s  C h r i s -
tians to join politics.

Against the back-
drop of the oft-stat-
ed excuse that poli-
tics is a dirty game, 
Eidsmoe agrees that 
p olitics may inde e d 

b e  d i r t y,  b ut  a d d s , 
however,  that  s o  is 
business, law, labour, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  s p o r t s , 
and just about every 
other imaginable hu-
man activity under 
the sun.

“But  i f  p ol i t ics  is 
d i r t y  ( a n d  i t  i s ) ,  i s 
that any reason not 
t o  g e t  i n vo l ve d ?  I f 
Christians stay out of 
politics, they remove 
the light of the gos-
pel from the political 
a re n a  a n d  ab d i c at e 
their  resp onsibil ity 
to be the salt of the 
earth that savors and 
p re s e r ve s  s o c i e t y. . . 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w h o 
r e f u s e s  t o  b e c o m e 
involve d in p olitics 
consigns the realm of 
politics to the secular 
and the unregener-
ate,” he writes.

E i d s m o e  q u o t e s 
S e n at o r  M a r k  H at -
field, the late Ameri-
c a n  p o l i t i c i a n  a n d 
e ducator,  who onc e 
said, “For the Chris-
t ian man to  reas on 
t h a t  G o d  d o e s  n o t 
want him in politics 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e 
t o o  m a ny  e v i l  m e n 
in government is as 
ins ensitive as  for  a 
Christ ian do ctor  to 
turn his back on an 
e p i d e m i c  b e c a u s e 
there are to o many 

germs there. 
For the Christian 

t o  s ay  t h at  h e  w i l l 
not enter politics be-
cause he might lose 
his faith is the same 
as for the physician 
t o  s ay  t h at  h e  w i l l 
not heal men because 
he might catch their 
disease.”

T h a t  N i g e r i a  i s 
currently enveloped 
by a cloud of bad gov-
ernance is a sign that 
the ab ove warnings 
by great sages over 
t h e  a g e s  h a v e  n o t 
been heeded. 

How a country of 
170 mil l ion p e ople ; 
a  c o u n t r y  t h at  h a s 
p r o d u c e d  l e g e n d s , 
both living and dead; 
a country that boasts 
o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  m a n 
in Africa and many 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y -
recognised business 
m o g u l s ;  a  c o u n t r y 
that b oasts of s ome 
of the best brains in 
al l  f ields  of  human 
e n d e avo u r  c a m e  t o 
be governed by folks 
w h o  s e e m  g r o s s l y 
unable to differenti-
at e  t h e i r  l e f t  f ro m 
their right is  stil l  a 
mystery.

A s  A l e x  O t t i ,  a 
fo r m e r  g ro u p  m a n -
aging director/chief 
exe cutive offic er of 
D i a m o n d  B a n k  p l c , 

T
hough it could be 
argued that there 
c a n  b e  g r o w t h 
without develop-

ment, it is difficult in the 
case of the mortgage mar-
ket in Nigeria that there is 
any form of growth not to 
talk of development.

It  re quires  great  ef-
fort and extra-ordinary 
reas oning to  c onv inc e 
anybody that there has 
really been a shift from 
point A to point B in the 
mortgage market opera-
tions in the country given 
the frustration among 
those who dared to seek 
mortgage loans in the past 
three to five years.

Owning a home is still 
a  dream for  many Ni-
gerians despite a recent 
revelation by mortgage 
industry operators that 
the size of the mortgage 
market has, in the past 
six years, grown about 48 
percent to N518.76 billion 
in 2016,  up from N284 
billion in 2010. This can 
only be a hoax because, 
if growth still means in-
crease in size or height, it 
would be difficult not to 
see or feel its impact.

For Nigeria’s 170 mil-
lion people, there are only 

NHF and EDL loan de-
fault, saying, “some of the 
loans to PMBs were given 
some five to six years ago 
when our memb ership 
of  the mortgage bank-
ing association (MBAN) 
was over 80 PMBs. Now 
we are less than 40 as 
many that could not scale 
the capitalisation huddle 
either merged, were ac-
quired or changed opera-
tions.

“ I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h at 
much of the debt we are 
talking about resides with 
mortgage banks that are 
no longer mortgage banks 
in the real sense of the 
word;  and you cannot, 
because of that, say the 
genuine ones  that  are 
doing their  legit imate 
business are defaulting 
in loans they never took”, 
they added.

13.7million housing units 
and 11.5 million units out 
of this number are rented 
while only 5 percent of 
the entire stock is cur-
rently financed with a 
mortgage, meaning that 
95 percent of this stock is 
self-built.

Following the central 
bank of Nigeria (CBN) re-
vised operational guide-
lines, the primary mort-
gage banks (PMBs) were 
recapitalised, raising their 
capital base from the statu-
tory N100 million to N2.5 
billion for those operating 
regionally and N5 billion 
for those licensed to op-
erate nationally. This ap-
parently created relative 
liquidity in the industry.

But,  in spite of this, 
many home seekers that 
applied for home finance 
t h ro u g h  t h e  N at i o n a l 
Housing Fund (NHF) have 
been left wallowing in 
the dark.  The Fe deral 
Mortgage Bank of Nige-
ria (FMBN) which super-
vises the operations of the 
fund has told the world 
explained recently that 
it has in its books a loan 
repayment default on NHF 
and Estate Development 
Loan (EDL) taken by PMBs 

and real estate developers  
totaling N70 billion.

The loan, it disclosed, 
comprises unremitted eq-
uity c ontributions c ol-
lected by the PMBs from 
the housing loan seekers 
who applied for NHF, and 
also loans granted to estate 
develop ers through its 
estate development loan 
scheme.

Richard Esin, Acting 
M a n a g i n g  D i re c t o r  o f 
FMBN has alleged that 
s ome PMBs which ob-
tained funds for mortgage 
finances, for on-lending to 
qualified NHF contribu-
tors, declined to disburse 
the funds to the appli-
cants, disclosing the call 
by the apex bank on the 
E c o n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n -
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) to wade into the 
debts owed it, especially 
misappropriated contrib-
utory funds under NHF.

When this is  plac e d 
side-by-side with a re-
cent report on the PMBs 
inability to pay their pre-
mium, it becomes very 
difficult to understand 
where the growth in the 
size of  the market has 
really taken place.

Analysts say the in-

ability of the PMBs to pay 
their premium is critical 
as  each dep ositor  in  a 
mortgage bank is  only 
insure d to the tune of 
N500,000, meaning that 
in the event of collapse 
of the sector, customers 
would be in for trouble.

The Nigeria D ep osit 
Insuranc e Commission 
(NDIC), the insurer, says 
its capacity to sustain ef-
forts at ensuring that in-
sured institutions are put 
on the part of sustainable 
growth and development 
depends largely on the 
premium c ontribution, 
which is an amount paid 
periodically by the mort-
gage banks for covering 
their risk.

Umaru Ibrahim, man-
aging director of NDIC, 
was quoted recently as 
saying that the inability 
of as many as 15 PMBs 
t o  p a y  t h e  i n s u r a n c e 
premium as at December 
2016 was an unfortunate 
situation capable of put-
ting customers at higher 
risk.

The housing market 
has s e en a c ontraction 
i n  a c c e s s  fo l l o w i n g  a 
31.8 percent decline in 
loans and advances from 

the PMBs. The loans and 
advanc es  extende d by 
t h e s e  P M B s  d e c l i n e d 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b y  3 1 . 8 7 
percent to N168.96 bil-
l ion in 2015 while un-
paid premium from nine 
of these banks amounted 
to N238.30 million the 
same year.

T h o u g h  o p e r a t o r s 
h ave  at t r i b ut e d  t h e s e 
developments to the eco-
nomic downturn which 
h a s ,  i n  t h e  p a s t  1 8 - 2 4 
months, been the bane of 
most businesses and the 
economy at large, it does 
not detract from the fact 
that mortgage as an easy 
road to homeownership 
is still a fledgling in this 
country.

Some of the operators 
have, painfully though, 
explained what they call 
the true position of the 

s a i d  at  t h e  l a u n c h 
of  D ynamics  of  the 
N i g e r i a n  F i n a n c i a l 
S y s t e m :  E s s a y s  i n 
H o n o u r  o f  P h i l l i p s 
O duoza, in Lagos in 
A u g u s t ,  N i g e r i a n 
p ro f e s s i o n a l s  mu s t 
join p olitics now or 
w at c h  t h e  c o u n t r y 
further descend into 
a cesspool.

“Quite frankly, we 
need to get involved 
in how this country 
is run, and the more 
of us that get in there 
the better. Otherwise 
we will be left with 
n i n c o m p o o p s ,  m e -
d i o c r e  p e o p l e  w h o 
w i l l  b e  a n s w e r i n g 
g o v e r n o r s ,  d e p u t y 
governors, House of 
Ass embly memb ers. 
As we know, every-
thing is  garbage in, 
garbage out .  I f  you 
garbage in, you will 
g a r b a g e  o u t ,”  O t t i 
said.

One cannot agre e 
more. Indeed, as 2019 
draws near, the time 
h a s  c o m e  f o r  s u c -
cessful professionals 
i n  d i ff e r e n t  f i e l d s 
of endeavour to get 
involve d in p olitics 
to rescue this coun-
try and i ts  c i t izens 
f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t 
quagmire. The conse-
quences of not doing 
so will be dire.

The hoax called mortgage market growth Talking Mortgage
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Saved as by fire…

T
he “confirm Onnogh-
en now” agitation in 
the month of Febru-
ary was sparked by 
the belief in some 

quarters that the presidency 
was playing some hanky-pan-
ky in that regard. A few days 
to the expiration of 90 days in 
acting capacity and with Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari still 
away in London, critics became 
vociferous in their call for the 
right thing to be done.

Those who smelled a rat in 
the Walter Onnoghen’s issue, 
pointed to President Buhari’s 
lopsided appointments that 
favoured the North, the critics 
reasoned that if sufficient noise 
was not made, Buhari could 
appoint a man-Friday from his 
side of the country.

The fear was not unfounded 
as report by an online newspa-
per Premium Times claimed 
that only 25 percent of the 
president’s appointments are 
from the south while an over-
whelming 75 percent are from 
the north.

Moved by that sentiment, 
some groups from the home 
state of Onnoghen threatened 
fire and brimstone. A number 
of critics also commented on 
the development, urging gov-
ernment to toe the honour-
able path to avoid plunging 
the country into unnecessary 
turmoil.

It was against this backdrop 
that the Acting President, Yemi 
Osinbajo, decided to take the 
bull by the horns, by forward-
ing a letter to the Senate to con-
firm Onnoghen’s appointment 
as the substantive Chief Justice 
of Nigeria (CJN).

The Senate, which also read 
the mood of the country, did 
not waste time. By Tuesday, 
March 7, 2017, the Cross River 
State born lawyer was sworn 
into office by Osinbajo inside 
the Presidential Villa. That 
ceremony brought to a per-
manent halt, the agitation 
and adrenaline rise over the 
alleged shenanigans surround-
ing the man’s 90 days in acting 
capacity.

In October 2016, the Na-
tional Judicial Council (NJC) 
nominated Onnoghen, who is 
the most senior member of the 
Supreme Court bench, to head 
the nation’s judiciary.

Following the confirmation 
of his appointment after his 
screening last week by the 
Senate, he was subsequently 
sworn into office by the Acting 
President.

Speaking at the brief swear-
ing-in ceremony which took 
place at the Council Chamber 

tions. This perception must 
change. Justice Onnoghen 
must cleanse the fabled Au-
gean stable and restore public 
confidence in the hallowed 
sanctuary of justice, the last 
hope of the people. Nigerians 
look forward to a courageous 
judiciary unencumbered by 
external influence while deliv-
ering judgment, even when it is 
against the government.

“We hold the CJN to his 
words that no external influ-
ence can pocket the institu-

Walter Onnoghen
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of the Presidential Villa, Abuja, 
Osinbajo reminded the new 
CJN of the enormous task 
ahead of him, saying the fate of 
millions of Nigerians were now 
placed in his hands for justice.

He had been in an acting 
capacity since November 10, 
2016, a day after Mahmud Mo-
hammed, former CJN, retired.

Having mounted the saddle, 
the tasks before the new CJN 
are enormous and he must con-
front them with every strength 
he can muster.

During his screening on the 
hallowed chamber of the Sen-
ate, Onnoghen had enumer-
ated what he would do to bring 
life and restore confidence in 
the judiciary. Now, the die is 
cast and the ball is in his court. 
Some of the critical and prior-
ity issues he has to confront as 
urgently as possible are inde-
pendence of the Judiciary, cor-
ruption among judicial officers, 
speedy dispensation of justice, 
improved welfare of judicial 
officers and appointment of 
senior lawyers as Justices of 
the Supreme Court.

According to a newspaper 
editorial, “Under him, assert-
ing the independence of the 
judiciary is very crucial, es-
pecially at this period in the 
nation’s democracy. There is 
a general perception that the 
Judiciary has been cowed and 
intimidated by the executive 
arm of government.

“This comes against the 
background of the recent De-
partment of State Services 
(DSS) arrest of some judges, 
including a Supreme Court 
Justice over corruption allega-

tion under his watch. The CJN 
should ensure that cases are 
expeditiously dispensed in all 
the courts, including election 
petitions. All pending election 
petitions across the country 
must be resolved in a timely 
manner as he promised the 
Senate; same for corruption 
cases. The Judiciary under 
Onnoghen should not be an 
impediment to the govern-
ment’s anti-corruption cru-
sade. He should sustain the 
stance against prolonged and 
unnecessary adjournments of 
cases.” “Among other reforms 
in the administration of justice 
system, we call on the CJN to 
pay prompt attention to the 
welfare of judicial officers. He 
should do everything within 
his power to ensure that judges’ 
salaries and other entitlements 
are not delayed to avoid ex-
posing them to temptation,” it 
added.

Onnoghen is now the 20th 
person to occupy the position 
since 1914, according to judi-
ciary records.

Sixty-six year-old Walter 
Samuel Onnoghen has been a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Nigeria since 2005.

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Ghana at Legon, 
Ghana in 1977 and from the 
Nigerian Law School in Lagos 
in 1978.

Before joining the Supreme 
Court, he was a judge in Cross 
River State and a justice of the 
Court of Appeal.

Onnoghen was born on the 
22 December 1950 at Okurike 
Town, Biase Local Government 

Area of Cross Rivers State.

Some of the arguments 
while the fire raged

Mike Ozekhome, Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), 
constitutional lawyer and 
human rights activist, said 
rather than quietly forward 
Onnoghen’s name to the Sen-
ate as has been the tradition, 
President Buhari curious-
ly ‘dilly dallied’ for one full 
month; boxed into an uncom-
fortable corner with the ex-
piration of Justice Mahmud’s 
tenure by ‘effluxion’ of time 
on November 11, 2016, the 
NJC was forced to fall back 
on section 231 (4), by sending 
Onnogen’s name to PMB on 
November 11, 2016, to swear 
him in, in an acting capacity.

“It is curious, is it not, that 
PMB would swear in On-
noghen (a Southerner), in an 
acting capacity, on November 
11, 2016, when he had ample 
time, for over one month, 
to forward his name to the 
Senate for confirmation as 
substantive CJN? If Onnogh-
en was found worthy to be 
sworn in as acting CJN under 
section 231 (4), why not sim-
ply forward his name to the 
Senate for outright confirma-
tion as CJN under section 231 
(2)? The scenario is troubling”, 
laments Ozekhome, in an 
interview with BDSUNDAY.

He explained that while 
Section 211 of the defunct 1979 
Constitution leaves appoint-
ment of the CJN “in the discre-
tion of the President”, subject 
to confirmation of the Senate 
by simple majority, section 
231 (2) of the 1999 Constitution 
corrected the former by clearly 
making the President a mere 
stop-gap purveyor of NJC’s 
recommendation to the Sen-
ate; noting that it is after the 
Senate’s confirmation that the 
President’s power of “appoint-
ment” resumes.

“The President thus lacks 
absolute power to determine 
who becomes CJN, or to side-
track or circumscribe NJC’s 
“recommendation”, or Sen-
ate’s subsequent “confirma-
tion”.  This is b e caus e the 
three arms of government 
are critically involved in this 
tripodal interface – the Ju-
diciary (section 6),  makes 
“recommendation”; the Sen-
ate (Legislature, section 4), 
subjects the “recommended” 
person to “confirmation”; the 
President (Executive, section 
5), makes the “appointment”. 
But, the NJC has an upper 
hand, for no appointment can 
ever be confirmed by Senate, or 
made by the President without 
NJC’s prior recommendation,” 
he says.

ZEBULON AGOMUO

PersonalityOfTheWeek

1.  Sir Edwin Speed, 1914-1918

2.  Sir Ralph Combe, 1918-1929 

3.  Donald kingdon, 1929-1946 

4.  Sir John Verity, 1946-1954 

5.  Sir Stafford Sutton, 1955-1958 

6.  Adetokunbo Ademola, 1958-1972 

7.  Taslim Olawale Elias, 1972-1975 

8.  Darnley Arthur Alexander, 1975-1979 

9.  Atanda Fatai Williams, 1979-1983

10.  George Shodeinde Sowewimo, 1983-1985

11.  Ayo Gabriel Irikefe, 1985-1987 

12.  Mohammed Bello, 1987-1995 

13.  Muhammad Lawal Uwais, 1995-2006 

14.  Salihu Moddibo Alfa Belgore, 2006-2007 

15.  Idris Legbo Kutigi, 2007-2009 

16.  Aloysius Iyorgyer Katsina-Alu, 2009-2011 

17.  Dahiru Musdapher, 2011-2012 

18.  Aloma Mariam Mukhtar, 2012-2014 

19.  Mahmoud Mohammed, 2014-2016 

20.  Walter Samuel Nkanu Onnoghen, 
 November 2016 till date.

List of Nigerian Chief Justices since 1914:
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Ufot Ebong has spent many years in the private sector having worked with major oil companies in the country. He is the 
coordinator of Akwa Ibom Enterprise and Employment Scheme (AKEES) and Senior Special Assistant to the state gov-
ernor on technical matters and due process. In this interview with ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, he speaks about the achieve-
ments of the programme, efforts to raise awareness on entrepreneurship and other issues. Excerpts:

Interview

ford most of those machines; some before 
now were traveling to Aba to do bottle hole 
or embroidering. So what we did was to use 
part of that set up money to buy and equip 
three common facility centre in Eket, Uyo 
and Ikot Ekpene. The one in Uyo you can 
go and look at it, it’s at 67 Oron road, both 
upstairs and downstairs the whole floor.

Although the place is not as big as we 
would have wished to have, that is where 
somebody was ready to give us free because 
we don’t have money to pay rent until those 
businesses can stand on their own.

So we were able to go and pack all the 
sophisticated machines for tailoring and 
November last year, more than 15,000 
youths wore orange t-shirts and were 
dancing around Uyo, those people were 
called Akwa Ibom Tailors and Seamstress 
Association (AKITSA), they were dancing 
because they had the common facility to 
run and manage. They have to pay back to 
government revenue account, painlessly; 
they have to return the set up money. And 
now that they know this, they have to work 
hard to generate revenue to fuel that facility 
for themselves, repair some of the machines, 
pay cleaners, so government is not putting 
money in there again.  Unlike what we see 
people do, take for instance this common 
bore-hole that government provided for 
communities in the past, a small thing as 
pump would fail and the people would 
abandon the facility and wait for govern-
ment to come and do it. 

then we looked at the module that is used 
in south-east Asian countries because those 
countries are also a third world countries 
like Nigeria, but they have been able to 
reduce their unemployment level to below 
five percent. So we said what are they really 
doing differently? We discovered that they 
are using what they call common facilities 
to take care of some artisans. You see, every 
successive government in Nigeria embarks 
on skills development programme, training, 
after the training what next, won’t people 
go back to the unemployment market? But 
in South–East Asian countries, they have 
common facilities, which we have adopted 
and there is a slogan we use in AKEES “earn 
while you learn”, so there is no formal train-
ing in AKEES, like this farm thing that you 
are seeing, we are learning while we are 
earning money and we are perfecting as 
we progress. 

There is no formal training on how to 
cultivate tomatoes and onion, no! You start 
from that one and make money from it, 
make mistakes, correct yourself. Having dis-
covered that in south-east Asian countries 
all the artisans are provided with common 
facility, we have acquired a long hall from 
here to there that can contain about 300 
different types of sewing machines that can 
do anything, so people that were trained in 
tailoring only had to go and pay a token to 
use those facilities as much as they want 
because individually they cannot afford 
such machines. Common tailors cannot af-

W
e have seen farms, cot-
tage (pencil and tooth-
pick) industries as well 
as small and medium 
scale industries all in 

the name of AKEES, what led to this con-
sciousness?

In 2015, Governor Udom Emmanuel  set 
up a 4-man team with the major mandate 
to reawaken the spirit of enterprise in our 
people because he was of the opinion that if 
we do not wake up such spirit in our people, 
with the industrial revolution that is coming 
with the industrialisation policy, our people 
would lose out. He said that because there 
was a boom in this country that our people 
lost out, and that was the building boom? 
When we were building all those big houses 
in the state, who was building them? People 
from Togo, Benin Republic and were earning 
a minimum of N250,000 a month and our 
young people were still roaming the street 
saying that things were difficult, govern-
ment has not brought money.

So the governor says with the industrial 
boom, other people from other countries 
and states may even come in and fill the 
vacuum if our people’s spirit of enterprise 
was not reawakened. Why did he use the 
word reawaken, because once upon a time 
in this geographical enclave, we used to 
have a man called Victor Akan; he used 
to deal on slippers before he ventured into 
system metals, roofing sheets and other 
things. We had Namoba, we had Utuk who 
used to buy palm kernel and nearly owned 
the entire Uyo; we had Money-Hard, Inyang 
Ete, Etesis, these guys were so rich that they 
even had football clubs.

These days in Akwa Ibom, who can you 
name in that calibre that is employing many 
families that are feeding many mouths? 
None! Everybody goes into politics. And that 
politics if we ask you, since the days of Ak-
pan Isemin, show me one ex-commissioner 
that is a multi-millionaire today or a local 
government chairman, councilor or Senior 
Special Assistant like me. So reawakening 
the spirit of enterprise became the number 
one mandate. 

Number two, let’s find a way that we 
can get people off the street and into work. 
Number three, let’s create employment 
opportunities so that people can have jobs, 
and number four as the last was; let’s cre-
ate wealth for our people. He gave us the 
start-up money on October 2015 to set it up.

And what did we do? Because he does 
not play politics with governance, we could 
have used that money to take 50,000 youths 
to the stadium because that was before the 
Supreme Court judgment. But the gover-
nor said no, we should use it to set up that 
platform called Akwa Ibom Enterprise and 
Employment Scheme (AKEES) that is the 
genesis of AKEES. 

Now, a team and other young people 
went into serious research on how people 
have been creating jobs and employment 
for their people, both within and outside the 
country. We looked at Osun State module, 
it was fantastic; they were able to reduce 
their unemployment in five years from 
33percent to less than five percent, and it is 
the only state with the lowest unemploy-
ment figure in the country as at 2015. And 

‘We have reawakened the consciousness 
of youths in entrepreneurship’

What is government’s involvement in 
the scheme?

We are taking government out of it; 
people must see it as a business that they 
should be able to make money on their 
own. So AKEES apart from the common 
facilities which have taken a lot of people 
off the streets, through tailoring, woodwork 
facility in Ikot Ekpene where we put some 
machines for them to use, in fact  they now 
sew raffia into Niger Delta dress.  We also 
have facilities for welding, where welders 
who were over the years trained without 
tools to work with in Eket, now have a 
common facility to work and make money 
for themselves without government pay-
ing anybody. For tailoring, I tell you that 
University of Uyo students now become 
entrepreneurs because that is what all these 
south eastern countries are doing. Adidas 
and all these t-shirt making companies don’t 
own one single machine, they only have 
the designs in their heads, when the finish 
designing they shift them to south-east 
Asian countries for those using the common 
facilities. So I have noticed the same thing 
here, some of the students go around with 
designs of cloths from catalog, they don’t 
know how to sew, they go to that common 
facility and get the tailor to sew, he pays 
some of the money he charged to the tailor 
and equally made some money. That tailor 
would have stayed at home waiting to buy 
machine, but now he can just walk in there 
and work.

Who controls the common facility and 
what is the criterion for being a part of it?

You have to go there and be a tailor; it 
is controlled by professional tailors. But it 
is monitored by AKEES, even I do go there 
on monitoring sometimes, I also check their 
accounts whether they are remitting gov-
ernment investment so that nobody steals 
it. We give some people moratorium of up 
to eight months to stand on their feet, then 
they start to remit back to government in a 
painless manner. That is why no politician 
is allowed to nominate people so that they 
would not take certain things for granted. 
Go to the website and apply, read and under-
stand terms of agreement because in AKEES 
we are not sharing money.

Those workers in the toothpick and 
pencil factories, are they government 
employees?

Please they are not. They did interviews 
for employees in the factory and from the 
database of AKEES people were selected and 
interviewed properly by a panel nobody 
knew me, so nobody got the job from me 
or the governor. When the governor went 
for a job interview at Zenith Bank, nobody 
recommended him, when I went into shell, 
nobody gave me a letter, I applied, passed 
through four tests. There are very many 
good people in this state who may not have 
anyone in government, and since we want 
the best, we allow people to go through the 
normal process of employment, not people 
that are forced to go or recommended. If you 
go to the pencil factory now you see those 
guys, they are so happy with themselves.

Do you have a market for the toothpick 
and pencil?

Part of the test production commission-
ing was also to develop the market and I am 

Ufot Ebong
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happy to inform you that we have orders 
even from Sokoto State for about 144,000 
pencils every three month. Last week, the 
association of principals of Rivers State 
came and we are in negotiation. People 
asked why we have not gone to the state 
ministry of education and I said no, if you 
tie your business against government then 
you are not a businessman, let’s develop this 
market. For toothpick, we have people that 
have offered to take all of our products to 
Lagos. For pencil, somebody suggested that 
we should not put AKEES, made in Akwa 
Ibom, we should just make it plain for him 
to put his inscription, I said no way! It will 
not happen that way; we are out to be proud 
of what we have.

Industries failed in the past due to epi-
leptic power supply, what are you doing 
about power?

That is why I told you that the governor 
is not playing politics with governance. If 
you enter that place you will see three pro-
duction lines for pencil and three produc-
tion lines for toothpick; under one roof. The 
initial thought would have been to site each 
of the production lines for both products in 
the three senatorial districts across the state. 
That would be six industries in three loca-
tions and six industries would have been 
recorded for government. So we looked at 
the issue of power. As at then 100KVA gen-
erator was N5.9million, so we needed that to 
power the plant and also a backup, totaling 
N11.8million, if you now want to do that at 
different locations, you would have spent 
N23.6million at each of those locations, for 
something you could have put together and 
spend less. So the governor said let’s put 
everything together and he has plans of put-
ting more in that same facility because we 
have 10 hectares of land there. The owner of 
the area was producing things there, so for 
the government to come and partner with 
him, we are going to link directly with the 
feeder light at Afaha Ube. Then I am talking 
to one investor that has this small turbine 
line that we can use. 

We are also going to bring in a machine 
that can produce nuts and bolts for the fac-
tory, we are going to bring in the one that 
makes straw, you know we do a lot of party 
but we import straw. So the straw line and 
biro line will be together. We will bring in 
the one that will crush palm trunks into 
forms that would produce paper plates and 
takeaway plates, so we are in the process of 
bringing in all those machines. 

The vision for that place is just cottage 
industries, we are not talking about the 
petro-chemicals and other big ones because 
those ones takes time, engineering designs 
along for those things can take between 
18-24 months, so when people shout that 
after ground breaking they have not seen 
anything, they don’t know that these are 
mega, grade A engineering projects that re-
quire a lot of design and fabrication outside 
this place. I am sitting on top of technical 
matters and get to see some of those designs 
and I review them and send some back so 
that you don’t come and kill our people. 
The day for that one I’ll show you designs 
and you will be shocked. So we cannot wait 
for that, if we put five or six small cottage 
industries to take our people off the street 
while we await those mega ones, what you 
would see every evening would be like 1500 
people going out of that place at the close of 
work and another 1500 coming in for night 
shift. We have constant power. 

We have also created 85 small and 
medium scale enterprises, on their own, 
paying themselves salaries, they came with 
small business idea, they clean your shoes, 
twice a month at 3000 for the whole year, 
immediately they clock the first 100,0000 
clients they made their N300m so we had 
to look for an investment banker for them 
to help manage the money because they 
don’t need that money one day. These were 
unemployed Akwa Ibom youths and people 
are not talking. 

What of news slide that sells news on 

the internet and they are being paid, the 
other day they collected $97,000 from 
google. Because anytime you click their 
news, they have this smart way of making 
money. What of those that go around keep-
ing books for small businesses at N6000 a 
year and they ask you to pay on installment? 
We have done ICT training for our youths 
without government money. At the end 
we now said agriculture is the hub, so we 
reasoned that rubber, cocoa, cassava and 
the rest would take a long time. 

In AKEES, we want to get people off 
the street quick, we started considering 
vegetables, when pumpkin came to mind 
people say it would not yield money and 
we now say what of cabbage, onion carrot 
and the rest, people say those things don’t 
grow here, that was what brought about the 
idea of brothers of watermelon and others 
which grows here came in, so we decided 
to experiment by planting some common 
vegetables that we import from other states. 
At the end of the day, they were thriving so 
well that we became the only supplier of to-
matoes in the state at a point. With a simple 
arrangement, the owner of the high-breed 
seedlings came in here, we gave him land 
he plant on and we waited for the 70days 
period. You allow the owner of the seedling 
to plant because you don’t know. 

We have come to realise that we con-
sume on average 2,800 tons of tomatoes in 
this state a month, that’s about N1.3billion, 
based on market price of N300,000per ton 
and so in a year we spend N15billion going 
out of this state just on tomatoes  alone. So 
we now said there is a local farmer who 
produces at a subsistence rate, so we decided 
that the local buyer will have to buy from 
the local market to cut off external markets. 

So when it gets strong, the external market 
will come and buy from our local market, 
to reverse the trend. As I speak, we have 
more than 700 hectares of land offer to 
plant, and we have experimented with all 
season planting.

It’s very easy for urban youths to be 
informed on your activities, what happens 
to the youth in the rural areas?

There is no local government area in 
this state that we have not put AKEES sign 
board, when we started we did town hall 
meetings that we selected youths from all 
the LGAs, anybody that tells you he doesn’t 
know about AKEES is lying, they did not 
believe, they said AKEES was for rerun be-
cause our youths have been so brainwashed 
so they think anything government is on 
man-know-man, in AKEES there is no man-
know-man. So anybody that tells you today 
that they don’t know about AKEES is lying.

What is the level of awareness about 
the scheme?

When people claim they don’t know 
about AKEES, what they mean is that you 
do not share. Ufot Ebong will not share 
anything with you. If any money is given 
to me to do something for this state, I use it 
for that particular purpose because there 
is no place that is written ‘for sharing’, so 
as the due process officer of the state, they 
say the pastor must not shit on the pulpit. I 
came from somewhere and I still have places 
to go after this.

How do you secure the farms and what 
about its sustainability?

Sustainability of the AKEES dream is to 
allow it to run without government inter-
ference. That’s why for the farms we have 
refused to put government money there, 
by writing a memo to collect money to 

buy seedlings. What government has done 
there is to create environment enabling for 
business and bring people together. When 
I told the man, bring your seedlings, plant 
and get your money at the end of the day, 
he believed in me as a government man, 
that model will work for some time until 
our people learn the ropes and begin to buy 
seedlings and can even go as far as produc-
ing the seedlings themselves. In terms of 
security of the produce, you also have to 
learn from people that have done it before. 
Tomatoes, onion and all these vegetables 
do not ripen till about two-three months, 
so they are there, nobody would go to 
steal, but when they are ready for harvest-
ing, we deploy dedicated vigilance groups 
made up of indigenes of that area, into the 
farms, moreover, most of the farm workers 
are from the communities, and they have 
10percent stake from the final profit. I have 
ensured that the farm workers, outside their 
salaries must have 10percent of the net 
profit, so if you go to any of the farms now 
you see them working as if it is their farm. 

The day we went to experiment with one 
chemical from Aba because we thought the 
one imported from China was too expen-
sive, the lady tending to that farm was cry-
ing as if she lost a baby, I had to give her some 
money but she was still not happy, that we 
destroyed her plant; it’s now her plant!  I am 
just there to facilitate and make sure that 
they are getting it right until they are on 
their own then I move on to do something 
else, like I did pencil and the others. AKEES 
was in phases, common facilities, small and 
medium scale enterprises, ICT training, ag-
ricultural revolution, then there is another 
one that we will soon do, public works.

What is the expected turnover per an-
num?

Now that the machines are very new, 
each toothpick line produces 8000 pieces of 
toothpick per hour. For the farms; In terms 
of tonnage, calculated per hectare, one hect-
are would take about four tons and when 
you calculate based on the number of hect-
ares we planted you get the actual figure, in 
terms of economic numbers, one hectare of 
land should give you minimum revenue of 
N6million. So if we plant on all the land of-
fer, then we are looking at N3.6billion from 
tomatoes in three months, i.e 90 days, and 
you can do that between three-four times 
a year, so it’s a huge business opportunity 
that we were not taping into. We pray God 
that we have the resources and good health 
and energy to continue to make our people 
start benefiting from it.

What advice do you have for youths 
in the state?

They should take their destiny in their 
hands, like the governor always says. People 
used to say that we can’t grow most of these 
vegetables in the state, but now we have 
come to see that we have the soil, we have 
the climate, so why didn’t we do it all these 
years, we would have been supplying the 
entire country, but we were not doing it, we 
were a net importer. So there are so many 
opportunities, like I told you about people 
cleaning shoes and they realised N300mil-
lion from unemployment. 

I just showed you a youth that came 
to beg me for money, now he is a multi-
millionaire, he has 40million order for 
baskets, already paid for, now he is sitting 
there enjoying himself, is he not a youth? I 
have shown you another one who produces 
packaging for pencil and toothpick, he had 
nothing but wanted to go for councillorship, 
but now he’s making money and driving 
his car, he is planning to get married, please 
don’t wait for anybody to help you, help 
yourself.  AKEES is actually a practical dem-
onstration of the DAKKADA philosophy. 
When you read those things that we were 
created great, that we see beyond what oth-
ers see, AKEES  is now showing that people 
didn’t know that Akwa Ibom can produce 
tomatoes and vegetables, so that creed is 
our inspiration.
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As Ogbemudia joins his ancestors…

Ogbemudia

F
ew days after the death 
of the former military ad-
ministrator of the defunct 
Western region, Adebayo 

Adeyinka, a retired Army General 
another former Army General, 
Samuel Osaigbovo Ogbemudia, 
the former administrator of the 
defunct Midwest region and ex-
ecutive governor of the defunct 
Bendel State has also passed on.

Ogbemudia died in Lagos state 
at about 11.09 pm on Thursday at 
the age of 84 after a protracted 
illness.

Ogbemudia who was fondly 
described as the father of the 
modern Edo/Delta states has was 
until his death a rally point for 
politicians across the two states.

His military life
Samuel Osaigbovo Ogbemudia 

popularly known as S.O. Ogbemu-
dia was born September 17, 1932 
to the family of Ogbemudia and 
Oghomwenrhiere Ogbemudia in 
Benin-City.

As a youth he lived with his 
elder cousin,  F.S Uwaifo, a Benin-
based businessman.  He had his 
early education at Benin Baptist 
School {1941-1945}, government 
school, Victoria, in the Camerouns 
{1945-1947} and secondary educa-
tion at western boy high school, 
Benin City {1947-1949}.

He join the Nigeria army in 
1957 and trained at Teshi Ghana 
{1957}, Nerthervon, Salisbury 
{1957} and at the officer cadet 
school, Aldershot, England {1960}. 
He was commissioned second 
lieutenant in 1961. In 1962, he 
attended the United States army 
special welfare school fort Bragg 
South Carolina U.S.A.

The late Osaibovo Ogbemudia 
who retired as Brigadier served 
with the United Nations peace-
keeping force in the Congo for 
16 months during the country’s 
political crisis and also in Tanzania 
in 1964.

His other military assign-
ment included his appointment 
as instructor, Nigeria Military 
Training College, Zaria, 1964, 
chief instructor, 1965 and brigade 
major, 1966. In August 1966, he 
was transferred to the area com-
mand, Benin City. He was a major 
when he was appointed Military 
administrator of Midwest state 
on September 20, 1967 following 
the liberation of the state from 
the secessionist {Brafia} occupa-
tion and was later promoted Lt. 
Colonel and Military Governor of 
the Midwest state.

He embarked on a process of 
reconciliation, reconstruction, 
and rehabilitation aimed at ame-
liorating the ill-feeling and mis-
trust that had been sown amongst 
the non-Igbo of the state by the 
secessionist invasion. This policy 
of reconstruction, reconciliation, 
and rehabilitation help greatly 
to restore confidence and trust 
between the Igbos and non-Igbos 
of the region.

His legacies as military gover-
nor of Midwest Region

Within three months of his ad-
ministration, much was achieved 
in the restoration of mutual con-
fidence and understanding be-
tween the various ethnic groups. 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, BENIN

Houses and other landed property 
left behind by fleeing persons, 
during or after the occupation of 
the state, were enumerated and 
accorded necessary protection 
in the interest of their rightful 
owners. Not only did the rightful 
owner repossess this property, 
but they were also paid the rents, 
which had accrued on them. Igbo-
speaking civil servants who had 
fled their posts on the approach of 
the federal troops were reinstated 
on their return.

The administration also em-
phasised the problem of recon-
struction in the rehabilitation 
process. The period immediately 
after the civil war in January 
1970 saw the massive expansion 
of the road network in the state 
and the provision of all necessary 
infrastructure for its industrial 
take-off as well.

The Agbede Mechanised Farm, 
the Warrake farms, the Rural 
Electrification Board, The Ben-
del Steel Structures, the Bendel 
Brewery, Bendel Pharmaceuticals, 
Bendel Boatyard, Bendel Library, 
Ethiope Publishing Corporation, 
the University of Benin,The In-
stitute of Continuing Education,  
University of Benin Teaching 
Hospital (UBTH), NTA Benin, the 
Bendel Line, Ogbe Stadium now 
the Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium, 
College of Physical Education, Af-
uze, Afuze Game village, Okpella 
cement company, Asaba textile 
mills, Bendel Glass company, 
Ughelli, building of Palm House 
and the state secretariat and in 
August 1973 he commissioned the 
three-story National Museum in 
Benin City.

He constructed the Akpakpava 
road Benin City as a  military gov-
ernor.

He would also be remembered 
for the braveness and the principal 
role he played in the campaign by 
the Nigeria federal forces led by 
late Gen. Murtala Mohammed to 
dislodge the secessionist {Brafia} 
army from Midwest state.

His military career was termi-
nated on July 30, 1975 in the wake 
of the military coup of July 29,1975 
that ousted the Gowon regime in 
which he served as governor Mid-

west state from September 201967 
to July 30 1975.

In July 1975, when Murtala 
Mohammed became Head of state, 
he retired the twelve military 
governors who had served under 
Yakubu Gowon. The retirement 
of the governors found guilty 
of corruption was converted to 
dismissal. Among these was Briga-
dier General Samuel Ogbemudia, 
whom Murtala had appointed 
eight years earlier, and whom 
he replaced by Colonel George 
Agbazika Innih. Ogbemudia was 
tried for abuses while in office, but 
acquitted.

As a politician
In August 1983 gubernatorial 

election, he was elected civilian 
governor of the defunct Bendel 
state on the platform of the Na-
tional Party of Nigeria (NPN) and 
the administration was short lived 
following the December 31, 1983 
military coup.

During the military period he 
was appointed chairman, National 
Sports Commission, chairman, 
Nigerian Railway, Chairman Pe-
troleum Monitoring Committee 
as well as minister of Labour and 
Productivity.

The late Samuel Ogbemudia 
won several national honours of 
some Africa countries, including 
member of Order of the Republic 
of Sudan, Officer of the Order of 
Ethiopia and Order of the Republic 
of Togo.

He was also awarded an Hon-
orary Degree of Doctor of Laws of 
the University of Nigeria, Nsukka 
and Doctor of Science, Honorary 
Causa University of Benin, Benin 
City among others.

He served by two wives name-
ly Clara and Yetunde children.

Tributes
Following the announcement 

of his death torrents of tributes 
have pour in to eulogize the ster-
ling, .leadership and administra-
tive qualities of the late elder 
statesman.

Among the personalities who 
have condolence with mem-
bers of his family is Edo state 
governor,Godwin Obseki who has 

declared seven days mourning.
Obaseki who described the 

death as shocking said the seven 
days mourning was in honour of 
the elder statesman.

The government’s position was 
contained in a public announce-
ment signed by the governor of 
the state, Godwin Obaseki made 
available to newsmen in Benin- 
City on Friday.

The holiday which commenced 
today, Friday was marked of hon-
our to the elder statesman.

According to the state, “it is 
with sadness but glory to God 
Almighty that the Government 
of Edo State announces the death, 
in the early hours of today, of 
Brigadier General (rtd) Dr. Samuel 
Osaigbovo Ogbemudia.

“Dr. Ogbemudia served as Mili-
tary Governor of the Mid-West 
State from 1967 to 1975 and Ex-
ecutive Governor of the old Bendel 
State from October 1983 to Decem-
ber 1983.

‘’He was also a former Minis-
ter of Labour and Productivity, 
former Chairman of Petroleum 
Products Monitoring Company, 
and Chairman Governing Council 
of the University of Abuja.

“A fine Military officer who 
helped to liberate the Mid-West 
region during the Civil War, under 
his administration, Bendel became 
a leading state in education, sports 
and industry.

“As two time Governor of Ben-
del, which comprised present-day 
Edo and Delta states, Dr. Samuel 
Ogbemudia will be fondly remem-
bered for the strong foundation 
that he laid to consolidate the in-
frastructural, social and economic 
development of both states.

“Amongst his several milestone 
achievements was the Mid-West 
Institute of Technology, which is 
now the University of Benin. As 
we mourn our great leader and 
father, we take solace in the lega-
cies he bequeathed Edo State and 
indeed Nigeria’’, the statement 
stated.

The governor prayed for the 
reposed of his soul.

As two former deputy gover-
nors in Edo state have described 
him as trailblazer and the presi-

dent Nigeria never had
The former deputy governors 

in their separate tributes to the late 
former military administrator of 
the defunct Midwest and Bendel 
state noted that he laid a founda-
tion for the economic and political 
rebirth of Edo and Delta states.

The immediate past deputy 
governor, Pius Odubu in his con-
dolence message to the family of 
the late elder statesman noted that 
by his contributions to humanity 
he has written his name in gold.

According to him, Dr. Samuel 
Ogbemudia was a trailblazer, an 
officer and a gentleman, a con-
summate politician and indeed an 
elder statesman per excellence. No 
doubt his memories will linger on 
for a very long time.

“By his contribution to hu-
manity, he has written his name 
in gold.  Certainly the Edo/Delta 
narrative and indeed the history 
of Nigeria will not be fully told 
without a generous mention of his 
name”, he said.

On his part, Peter Obadan de-
scribed him not only as a hero of 
Edo State but a hero of the entire 
nation.

Obadan said during the Nigeria 
civil war he helped in liberating 
the defunct Midwest state from 
the hold of the Biafra Army.

“Samuel Osaigbovo Ogbemudia, 
Commander of the Order of Niger 
(CON) is not only a hero of Edo 
State is a hero of the nation. He was 
there when the nation needed him 
during the civil war and he helped 
particularly in the liberation of the 
defunct Midwest state for which 
the entire people of the region 
grateful remain indebted to.

“As the governor of the defunct 
Midwest region and Bendel state 
he performed beyondd the expec-
tations of even his colleagues that 
Midwest region became number 
one in everything. He took us to 
the highest peak.

“Wherever he stepped his foot 
he excelled. He excelled as min-
ister of Labour and productivity, 
chairman petroleum monitoring 
committee and chairman of the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation”, 
he added.

He described the late Ogbe-
mudia as a very humble man that 
accepted the meek, the rich, the 
lowly and the poor.

He added that he gave the two 
states of Edo/ Delta a standard of 
administration.

Obadan who also added that 
the elder statesman also excelled 
in politics noted that the only 
regret was that he was never pre-
sented as a presidential candidate.

“In politics he also excelled and 
i continuing asking myself why 
we never found opportunity in 
presenting him as a presidential 
candidate and that is the only 
thing i found lacking. We limited 
him to Midwest state and behold 
a man that was loved across the 
entire nation and a man who could 
stand his ground.

“So I will describe him as a 
president we never had. Today, 
he is gone and I hope the nation, 
not just Midwest (Edo/Delta), will 
honour him and keep remember-
ing this great man of our time. 
And I hope that  Edo State will 
have a time of mourning because 
he laid a solid foundation for us 
and we cannot run away from 
that,” he stated.
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An evening of commendation as 
Stanbic IBTC honours Sola David-Borha

I
t was a night of fun, excite-
ment and camaraderie laced 
with pleasant activities and a 
display of hidden talents and 
skills by bankers and their 

guests. It was the send-off dinner 
organised by Stanbic IBTC at the 
Eko Hotels and Suites in Lagos in 
honour of erstwhile Chief Execu-
tive of Stanbic IBTC Holdings PLC, 
Sola David-Borha, who recently 
resigned from the financial insti-
tution to take up an even bigger 
responsibility within the parent 
company as Chief Executive, Stan-
dard Bank, Rest of Africa.

It is not often that one sees 
bankers let their hair down and 
forget, for a moment, depos-
its, withdrawals, loans, BTAs, 
PTAs and all those figures that 
need to balance under debit and 
credit columns. But that Monday 
night of 20 February was one of 
such days. It was indeed quite 
refreshing to see Chairman of 
Stanbic IBTC, Atedo Peterside, 
dish out hilarious anecdotes 
about David-Borha’s early days 
in the financial institution. That 
helped to spice up an already 
interesting evening, a perfor-
mance Ali Baba or Basketmouth 
would have been proud of. Or 
Chief Executive of Stanbic IBTC 
Trustees, Binta Max-Gbinije’s 
adroit display as the compere 
which added colour to the event. 
She certainly won’t need to look 
far for another career prospect, if 
ever she calls time on her bank-
ing job. Then came the dancing 
after dinner. While Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Bank, Demola So-
gunle, unleashed a few dancing 
moves, the new Chief Executive 
of Stanbic IBTC Holdings, Yinka 
Sanni, showed he could well mix 
things up. Atedo, Sola, Yinka, 
Demola and their spouses as well 
as the Chief Executive of Stanbic 
IBTC Asset Management, Bunmi 
Dayo-Olagunju, and a few guests 
rocked to evergreen songs by 
Victor Uwaifo and other Nige-
rian greats.

These were some of the high-
lights that made the send-off 
an exciting affair. And to think 
bankers are supposed to be dour 

and uninspiring. The send-off 
was certainly well deserved and 
a testament to the impact, profes-
sionally and personally, David-
Borha had on Stanbic IBTC, its 
employees and clients under her 
watch as chief executive. It was 
indeed a well-earned honour for 
Sola, who had spent over 25 years 
in the financial institution.

The main event, which com-
menced at 6pm, attracted a coterie 
of Sola’s industry associates, col-
leagues, friends, partners, fam-
ily and clients of Stanbic IBTC. 
Preceding that was a cocktail on 
the balcony of the SKY Restau-
rant, where guests mingled and 
shared experiences from as early 
as 5pm as the gentle and cool early 
evening breeze from the Atlantic 
Ocean caressed their faces, mak-
ing for a relaxed and refreshing 
atmosphere. Guests had a ball on 
the blue carpet as three camera-
men were on hand to capture the 
moment for posterity. Selfies too 
made their usual presence felt. 
Even the elderly would not be 
outdone. Mama Adegoroye, Sola 
David-Borha’s mum, at some point 
during the evening whipped out 
her phone and took a selfie with 

her daughter Sola, her grandson 
and the son inlaw.   

Binta kick-started the event 
by calling for prayers, which was 
taken by Paster Idowu Iluyomade, 
after which Atedo was called upon 
to offer testimonial about Sola. 
This set the tone for the rest of the 
evening. To help put in perspective 
the persona of Sola, Atedo played a 
short video clip by CEO/President 
of PepsiCo, Indra Krishnamurthy 
Nooyi, on the five (5) essential 
leadership character traits needed 
for success in business and in life, 
the five Cs of Communication, 
Competence, Courage, Confidence 
and Compass (integrity). Atedo 
said Sola possesses these traits 
in abundance. He said he was 
particularly impressed with her 
communication skills, competence 
and integrity.

Indeed, her leadership skills 
have helped transform the Stan-
bic IBTC brand to what it is today. 
A bellwether of innovation, Stan-
bic IBTC, under Sola’s watch, ex-
perienced some positive transfor-
mational changes and developed 
competencies in other segments 
of the financial services indus-
try, like in retail and personal 

banking, outside its well-honed 
competencies in investment 
banking and wealth manage-
ment. Sola oversaw the successful 
implementation of the Holding 
Company (Holdco) structure, 
where Stanbic IBTC Holdings Plc 
oversees the 10 subsidiaries under 
the Holdco: Stanbic IBTC Bank, 
Stanbic IBTC Pension Managers, 
Stanbic IBTC Asset Management, 
Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers, Stan-
bic IBTC Trustees, Stanbic IBTC 
Capital, Stanbic IBTC Nominees, 
Stanbic IBTC Investments, Stanbic 
IBTC Ventures and Stanbic IBTC 
Insurance Brokers.

A peek at the financial re-
sults over the past few years also 
showed a consistently impressive 
performance. Many of the subsid-
iaries have become market leaders 
and continue to show strong per-
formances. Stanbic IBTC Pension 
Managers, for instance, grew to 
become the largest pension fund 
manager in Nigeria and consoli-
dated this leadership under Sola’s 
watch, with asset under manage-
ment in excess of N1 trillion and 
over one million retirement sav-
ings account holders signed on. 
Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers won 

AdebAyo AdebolA
the Nigerian Stock Exchange CEO 
Award for three consecutive years 
to 2016 for its strong performances 
in trading at the exchange in vol-
ume and value terms.

Atedo thanked Sola for her ser-
vices and wished her well in her 
new role even as he introduced to 
the audience Yinka and Demola, 
who would be overseeing the 
next phase of growth of Stanbic 
IBTC as chief executives of the 
holding company and the bank, 
respectively. Yinka was effusive 
with praises for the important 
role Sola played in his develop-
ment as a banker. He said having 
worked with her for several years, 
he learnt, among other qualities, 
hard work, focus, dedication and 
professionalism, qualities that 
have helped his career growth. 
Binta talked about her first en-
counter with Sola and how that 
left a lasting positive impression 
on her and helped her develop the 
right attitude to her job. Sola was 
thereafter presented with gifts 
in a show of appreciation for her 
invaluable service to and elevation 
of the Stanbic IBTC brand. Bunmi, 
Yinka and Atedo presented her 
with the gifts.

Sola said she was overwhelmed 
to be honoured, and particularly 
to see so many clients show up. 
She thanked the chairman and 
others for their kind words and 
her former colleagues for their 
cooperation, without which she 
could have failed. She thanked the 
clients, who have remained loyal 
to the Stanbic IBTC brand over the 
years and whose repeat businesses 
have helped to grow the financial 
institution into one of the leading 
companies in the country and the 
number one financial services 
supermarket. She said the support 
from her family was the source of 
strength that kept her going, even 
in challenging times. She equally 
thanked Standard Bank for the 
opportunity of the new challenge 
even as she assured Stanbic IBTC 
of her continued support for the 
brand in her new role. She said 
her joy was that she is leaving the 
company in capable hands and 
expressed the conviction that the 
new management team will con-
solidate on the company’s market 
leadership and growth.

SundayBusiness

Sola David-Borha (2nd left) receiving send forth gift. 

MoneyGram advance global leadership with compliance conference

I
n line with MoneyGram 
commitment to advance 
its leadership in global 
compliance, the company 

organised a series of Regional 
Compliance Conferences, 
with the second which took 
place on March 6-7 in Lagos, 
Nigeria at Federal Palace 
Hotel, Victoria Island, Lagos.  

This is a part of the com-

MAbel diMMA pany’s continuous efforts to 
develop best-in-class compli-
ance solutions and protect 
customers using its money 
transfer services around the 
globe.

“MoneyGram continues 
to advance its leadership 
in global compliance and 
consumer fraud protection 
by implementing market-
leading systems, technology 
and processes, and also by 
agents’ training around the 

world”, said Kemi Okusanya, 
MoneyGram’s head of Anglo-
phone Africa.

“At MoneyGram we be-
lieve that compliance is ev-
eryone’s responsibility, and 
our agents serve as the first 
line of defence. With the 
support of our agents Mon-
eyGram’s goal of building a 
world-class compliance and 
anti-fraud platform is made 
easier.”

The event which was at-

tended by industry experts 
was hosted by Andres Vil-
lareal, MoneyGram’s Chief 
Compliance Officer and 
Kemi Okusanya, Money-
Gram’s head of Anglophone 
Africa.

Also among attendees 
were representatives of Ni-
gerian Economic Financial 
Crime Commission, as well 
as and key agents from West 
Africa region.

During the two-day con-

ference, MoneyGram experts 
representing various offices 
delivered several presenta-
tions covering such topics 
as fraud detection, preven-
tion and management; cyber 
fraud and the changing land-
scape of compliance in Africa 
and globally in the digital era. 
The event showcased how 
MoneyGram’s compliance 
program continues to evolve 
and adapt to current and fu-
ture regulatory expectations.
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LAPO celebrates 175 staff for outstanding 
performance, years of service

I
n line with its an-
nual delib erate 
policy in motivat-
ing staff towards 
optimum produc-

tivity, the management 
of Lift Above Poverty 
Organisation (LAPO) has 
rewarded 175 staff with 
various gifts and prizes.

The staff were re-
warded for their out-
standing financial per-
formance in the 2016 
financial year and long 
service years.

The awardees were 
presented with certifi-
cates and valued gifts 
ranging from a refrig-
erator, 11 washing ma-
chines, 22 generating 
sets of different sizes and 
147 microwaves.

A total of 27 persons 
were rewarded for being 
the best credit and best 
non-credit staff.

Godwin Ehigiamusoe, 
Chairman and founder 

of LAPO, in his welcome 
address congratulated 
the awardees for their 
outstanding perfor-
mance in the 2016 finan-
cial year as well as those 
who have served the 
organisation between 10 
and 25 years.

Ehigiamusoe noted 
that the most funda-
mental and important 
resource in any organ-
isation are its employees, 
opining that without 
committed employees 
failure is unavoidable.

The LAPO boss, who 
was represented by 
Christian Okojie, chair-
person, LAPO Board of 
Directors, noted that 
through their perfor-
mance the awardees in 
the best credit and best 
non-credit staff have 
succeeded in motivating 
other staff around them 
to give their best to the 
development and suc-
cess of the organisation.

He said all the institu-
tions in LAPO have un-

Market women excited over 
Okowa’s N50m offer to traders

dergone drastic changes 
within the last 30 years 
and witnessed expo-
nential growth in spite 
of the very challenging 
environment.

He added that in 
2016 alone, financial 
institutions in the LAPO 
system in and outside 

Nigeria collectively dis-
bursed loans valued at 
N140.4billion

He also disclosed that 
LAPO currently has 
staff strength of 7,233 
and customers’ base at 
2.9 million in 30 states in 
addition to the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), 

Godwin Ehigiamusoe, Founder and managing director/CEO, LAPO 

M
arket men 
and wom-
en in Delta 
S t at e  a re 

excited over the N50 
million loan doled out 
to them by the current 
administration in the 
state led by Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa. Fifty 
Cooperative Societies 
exist across the 25 local 
government areas of the 
state and each is entitled 
to N1 million for their 
members to boost their 
businesses.

The loan disburse-
ment commenced on 
Thursday, March 1, 2019 
at Benezia Hotel, Asaba 
by the Delta State Small, 
Micro, and Medium En-
terprises Development 
Agency (DEMSMA) 
even as the leaders and 
members of the Asso-
ciation of Market Men 
and Women, Delta State 
chapter were present 
in their large numbers, 
wearing their green and 
white attire (uniform) to 
colour the day.

The money given 
was in fulfillment of the 
governor’s promise to 
traders at the inception 

of his administration, 
to support traders un-
der the SMART Agenda 
aimed at prosperity for 
all Deltans.

Speaking to news-
men shortly after the 
c eremony,  the Na-
tional President of the 
Association of Mar-
ket Men and Women, 
Delta State chapter, 
Felicia who had en-
couraged the traders to 
leverage on their God-
given resources and 
the loans given by the 
federal government 
and state government 
to boost their busi-
nesses, warned that 
they should not see the 
money as a free gift. 
“This money is purely 
for loan for us to do our 
businesses and not free 
gift.  We are to invest it 
in our businesses, make 
profit and pay back to 
the state government”.

She had recalled that 
the federal government 
under President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has 
been empowering trad-
ers across the 36 states of 
the federation through 
the Bank of Industry 
and that Delta State is a 
beneficiary. According 
to her, Governor Okowa 

was the first governor 
to have also come on 
board by remembering 
to empower the traders 
with N50 million from 
the state’s treasury. 

“Everybody (the trad-
ers) is happy not. This 
money is not for dash. 
It is purely for trade. 
You use it to trade and 
re-invest in your busi-
nesses. From the profit 
you made you save and 
pay back the loan given 
to you”, she admonished 
her members.

Sani who promised to 
monitor the traders to 
ensure proper utilisation 
of the money, further 
warned “The money 
may be small but you 
can make it great if you 
are determined.  If you 
don’t make use of it, it 
would be taken away 
from you. I would moni-
tor you.”

She thanked the gov-
ernor for his gesture and 
pledged their support 
to his administration 
even as she urged other 
governors to emulate 
him. To the elites in the 
society, she advised that 
they should help to up-
lift the less privileged so 
that together the coun-
try would be built. 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH

Cash ‘N’ Carry Adeola Odeku adds 
to Nigeria’s budding retail market

N
igeria’s retail 
market con-
tinues to see 
g r o w t h  a s 

new investments en-
hance construction of 
new retail outlets. The 
recent addition is the 
Cash ‘N’ Carry Adeola 
Odeku branch which 
was opened on March 9 
in Lagos.

The over 600-square-
metre floor space is lo-
cated on Adeola Odeku, 
in the heart of Victoria 
Island, in Lagos, Nige-
ria’s commercial capital. 
Already the floor space 
has been taken up by 
big brands like Samsung, 
Panasonic, Bosch, Ken-
wood, Haier Thermo-
cool, and LG.

On display at the 
opening were promi-
nent home applianc-
es like television sets, 
washing machines, re-
frigerators, water dis-
pensers, air condition-
ers, kitchen appliances, 
power-generating sets 
and general accessories.

“With the opening 
of Cash ‘N’ Carry Ade-
ola Odeku, the num-
ber of our retail outlets 
has increased to nine,” 
says Komal Shama, the 

company’s managing 
director.

BDSUNDAY survey, 
however, shows there 
are about a dozen other 
big retail outlets within 
the vicinity, some with 
very large floor space 
and displaying a wide 
range of products indi-
cating an intense compe-
tition for market share.

But Shama is unfazed.
“We are hoping to 

reach out to our custom-
ers and making it con-
venient for them, so we 
feel that Adeola Odeku 
is high street of Victoria 
Island and accessible to 
our customers,” he says.

“As for competition, I 

think the more the mer-
rier. We will maintain 
our market share by 
doing what we do best, 
and that is offering cus-
tomers quality products 
at the best prices. We are 
the only company that 
stands by our customers 
for years and years in 
warranty issues, after-
sales issues; we believe 
we are the number one 
when it comes to after 
sales issues,” he adds.

Cash ‘N’ Carry is one 
of Nigeria’s premier elec-
tronics and household 
appliances retailer. The 
company has a network 
of ultra-modern stores 
conveniently located 
throughout the region. 

A recent report by 
Research and Markets, 
which analyzes the gro-
cery retail market in Ni-
geria, finds that it is one 
of the fastest-growing 
grocery retail markets 
in Africa.

The report looks at 
the changing retail land-
scape, the underlying 
market dynamics pow-
ering growth, the mar-
ket size, the leading su-
permarket chains, and 
the future outlook – for 
supermarket retailing, 
online grocery retail and 
out-of-town grocery 
retail.

ISAAC ANYAOGU

Abuja. 
According to him, this 

feat would have been 
unachievable without 
the steadfastness and 
constancy of staff. You 
have no doubt contrib-
uted your quota to the 
growth and develop-
ment of LAPO over the 
years and committed to 
our collective business 
of improving the lives of 
ordinary Nigerians espe-
cially the marginalised 
and the disadvantaged 
in the society.

“Our colleagues re-
ceiving various awards 
today are therefore, ac-
knowledged and com-
mended for their hard 
work and invaluable 
contributions to the 
achievement of these 
lofty ideas.

 I am convinced that 
you will continue to 
serve in the organisa-
tion in the same man-
ner which has now ac-
corded you this special 
recognition,” he stated.

He also said that a 
total of 131 staff were 
rewarded for their 10 
years service with the 
organisation, one staff 
for 25 years, six staff 20 
years service and 16 staff 
15 years service respec-
tively.

E h i g i a mu s o e  e x -
plained that the best 
credit and best non-cred-
it staff had during the 
2016 financial year dis-
tinguished themselves in 
the performance of their 
various duties.

He said the Badagry 
branch emerged the 
best mega branch, Imo-
ta branch best regular 
branch, Makun branch 
as best super branch 
while in the LAPO Agri-
cultural and Rural Devel-
opment Initiative (LAR-
DI) Benin (1) emerged 
the best branch with the 
highest loan portfolio 
with Achalla as the best 
branch with the highest 
savings portfolio in the 
period under review.

MeRCY eNOCH, Asaba

Komal Shama, managing 
director, Cash ‘N’ Carry
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I
n the face of grow-
ing adversity and 
great economic chal-
lenge, entrepreneurs 
and other leaders 

needs to develop new 
set of thinking and the 
thick skin needed to pull 
through these perilous 
times, in order to optimise 
their efficiency and pro-
ductivity. Here are some 
of the guidelines on what 
to focus on:

Great leaders in the face 

of adversity, stress and 
tragedy detach to main-
tain their focus and con-
centrate on their goals and 
targets - this is achieved 
through some set of soft 
skills, e.g, -

They share:
A problem shared is 

definitely more than a 
problem solved. Often, 
the biggest obstacle to de-
taching from a situation 
or circumstance is that it’s 
bottled up entirely in our 
own heads. But great lead-
ers realise that often the 
opposite is true and they 
get things out in the open.

 They get busy:
Ever been so busy with 

something that time has 
just flown by? Great lead-
ers understand that no 
amount of willpower or 
positive thinking can fully 
overcome an empowering 
negative emotion. Our 
brains don’t respond as 
well to reasoning as they 

do to actions. By taking 
action and getting busy we 
force our minds to change 
their direction of thinking 
and start moving forward.

 Great leaders keep 
moving:

For a real success to be 
achieved, capacity must 
be enhanced and gener-
ated to remain focused 
and keep moving on, no 
matter what. Like they say 
in stage performance - the 
show must go on. Great 
leadership demands the 
capacity to pull through 
quickly and remain reso-
lute to keep focus in order 
to achieve the set goals and 
aspirations.

 They help others:
When things go badly, 

often it can be hard to 
take. Things can easily get 
overwhelming.

It’s easy to get stressed 
or anxious. Fear can eas-
ily settle in. In severe 
cases it can even cause 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

us to become depressed 
or lead to a full mental 
breakdown. Great lead-
ers and most inspira-
tional people throughout 
history are those who 
have realised that the 
best way to detach from 
a negative state of mind 
is to start using the ex-
perience to help others 
in a positive way. Great 
leaders understand that 
converting negative ex-
periences into positive 
service to help others is 
the only way to find long 
term contentment.

The mind is a wealth 
generator. Put in hours 
at a job and get a salary, 
put in hours developing 
your mind and get a busi-
ness. A job is a reaction to 
poverty; It’s not a prepa-
ration for wealth. If you 
want to prepare to get rich 
you must have a business. 
Don’t trade your time for 
money. That is a job. Trade 

What great leaders do in the face of 
adversity, stress, tragedy (1)

your ideas for money in-
stead and use your time to 
have a life.

Refresh your attitude 
and adjust your think-
ing. Challenge yourself 
to become more creative 
and determined to find 
solutions that will turn 
your life around. You will 
be surprised at the break-
throughs and solutions 
that will come your way. 
Believe in yourself; put 
forth your best efforts; 
and create the mindset of 
possibilities.

Make it a point to avoid 
negative conversations 
and people who will drag 
you down and get you 
off course. Continue to 
implement a strategy to 
transform your mindset, 
expand your skill sets and 
stay in the company of 
supportive, positive, mo-
tivated relationships. You 
have something special. 
You have GREATNESS 

within you!
Successful Men Work 

when others are on vaca-
tion. In fact, the vacation 
of successful men and 
women is mental work 
in disguise. You have to 
possess the mindset that, 
‘I must not have a better 
last year’. Last year success 
is the enemy of this year. 
Success is not a destina-
tion but a journey. It’s not 
a goal but a habit. This is 
one of my biggest secrets. 
No better last year. For me, 
this is the best year since I 
was born. But it will be a 
curse for next year to be 
like this year. The path of 
the just is like a shining 
light that shine Brighter 
and Brighter. 

We shall be conclud-
ing this article next week, 
you can contact me for 
business advisory services 
and training - send me a 
message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

DMO issues first FGN Savings bond to 
retail investors March 13

A 
window of oppor-
tunity for Nige-
rians to harness 
the huge benefits 

derivable from retail bonds 
will unlock on Monday 
13th March, 2017, when 
subscription for the Fed-
eral Government of Nige-
ria Savings Bond (FGNSB) 
opens. The offer will run for 
five days, with subscription 
forms available through 
Stanbic IBTC Stockbroker 
Limited and in all branches 
of Stanbic IBTC Bank across 
the country

According to the Debt 
Management Office (DMO), 
the retail savings bond 
product will be accessible 
to all income groups for sub-
scription at NGN5,000.00 
per unit, with a maximum 
subscription of N50 million  
and a tenor ranging from 
two to three years.

Director General, DMO, 
A b ra h a m  N w a n k w o , 
speaking during the recent 
listing of the US$1 billion 
FGN Eurobond on The Ni-
gerian Stock Exchange, had 
hinted the market of the 
government’s plan to de-
mocratize the bond market 
by making it easily acces-
sible to most Nigerians. He 

...Appoints Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers as receiving agent
said by promoting retail 
participation in the bond 
market, the goal of encour-
aging an all-inclusive par-
ticipation in investments 
and driving financial inclu-
sion in the country will be 
further enhanced.

Amongst its many ben-
efits, FGNSB would provide 
opportunity to all citizens, 
irrespective of income level, 
to contribute to national 
development, deepen the 
national savings culture; 
enable all citizens partici-
pate in and benefit from the 
favourable returns available 
in the capital market as well 
as diversify investment op-
tions for people and funding 
sources for the government.

Chief Executive, Stanbic 
IBTC Stockbrokers Limited, 
Titi Ogungbesan, stated 
that subscription for the 
Bond can be made through 
Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers, 
as the sole Government 
Stockbroker to the Federal 
Government bond; distri-
bution and receiving agent 
for the retail savings bond. 
This means that both cur-
rent and prospective clients 
can access the product at 
any Stanbic IBTC Bank 
branch nationwide to sub-

scribe to the auction or sub-
mit their completed forms.

“Stanbic IBTC would con-
tinue to partner with gov-
ernment and other stake-
holders to achieve sustain-
able economic development, 
including the deepening of 
the Nigerian Capital Market, 
“said Ogungbesan.

The positioning and 
transformation of Nigeria’s 
bond market into a vibrant 
investment window, she 
added, requires the collabo-
ration of all stakeholders 
and reiterated the organiza-
tion’s commitment to facili-
tate stability and growth of 
the Nigerian Capital Mar-
ket, via confidence-building 
initiatives and leveraging 
investment opportunities 
in the market.

She recalled that Stanbic 
IBTC Stockbrokers Limited 
was appointed stockbroker 
to the Federal Government 
on FGN Bonds as well as pri-
mary market maker by The 
Nigerian Stock Exchange, 
in a clear affirmation of the 
company’s ability to deliver 
on its mandates as well as 
the Stanbic IBTC Group’s 
overall leadership in the 
various market segments.

The listing on The Nige-

rian Stock Exchange of the 
Stanbic IBTC ETF 30, an 
index built on the NSE 30 
Index, the SIAML Pension 
ETF 40, a Pension Index 
Exchange Traded Fund and 
the launching of the Stan-
bic IBTC E-Trade, an online 
stockbroking platform that 
allows investors view real-
time market information 
and buy or sell shares on 
The Nigerian Stock Ex-
change from anywhere in 
the world are clear expres-

sions of the Stanbic IBTC 
Group’s focus on building 
a strong and vibrant stock 
market, Ogungbesan said.

Stanbic IBTC Holdings 
PLC is a full service financial 
services group with a clear 
focus on three main busi-
ness pillars - Corporate and 
Investment Banking, Per-
sonal and Business Banking 
and Wealth Management. 
Stanbic IBTC belongs to 
the Standard Bank Group, 
the largest African finan-

cial institution by assets. 
It is rooted in Africa with 
strategic representation in 
20 countries on the Afri-
can continent. Standard 
Bank is focused on building 
first-class, on-the-ground 
financial services institu-
tions in chosen countries 
in Africa; and connecting 
selected emerging markets 
to Africa by applying sector 
expertise, particularly in 
natural resources, power 
and infrastructure.

Pastor Idowu Iluyomade, chairman, board of directors, Healing Stripes Hospital; Ezinne Onyemere, Doctor-in-charge, 
and Zonal Business Manager, Lagos Coastland, Airtel Nigeria, Alex Utethe, at the commemoration of World Kidney Day 
by Healing Stripes Hospital in partnership with Airtel Nigeria, in Lagos. 



SundayBusiness

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

SUNDAYBD 30  Sunday 12 March  2017C002D5556

NAFDAC’s laudable initiative 
on food fortification

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

G
iven the high levels of 
both Infant Mortality 
R a t e  ( I M R )  a n d 
Maternal Mortality 
Rate (MMR) in the 

country, with deficiencies in vital 
vitamins and essential minerals 
identified as one of the contributory 
factors, the intervention role of the 
National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) in the enforcement of 
food fortification could not have 
come at a better time. More so, 
because Nigeria is a signatory to 
the Millennium Development 
Goals (MD G) and currently 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
Good enough, part of the noble 
goals is to drastically reduce the 
scourge of the twin evils of Protein 
Energy Malnutrition(PEM) and 
micronutrient-related diseases.

Aptly tagged the ‘hidden 
h u n g e r ’  m i c r o n u t r i e n t 
malnutrition is one serious health 
challenge no nation wanting to 
raise a productive manpower 
from its active citizenry can 

afford to toy with. Its devastating 
effects on society’s vulnerable 
group of children, pregnant 
and nursing mothers cannot 
be underestimated. The truth 
however, is that such a vision may 
remain one pipe dream all because 
of other militating factors such as 
the pervasive poverty in the land, 
worsened by economic recession, 
lack of access to fortified foods by 
the rural poor and ignorance on 
the part of not a few consumers 
of sundry food items.

While enunciation of laudable, 
life-saving policies by government 
is important, of more significance 
is the enforcement of such. That is 
where NAFDAC’s inevitable role 
comes in. Along with the United 
Nation’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
and the Standards Organisation 
of Nigeria (SON), it has since 2015 
called for 100 percent compliance 
on the mandatory fortification of 
flour, sugar, salt and vegetable oil 
in the country.

Though this came to the fore 
at a workshop on: “Improving the 
effectiveness of food fortification 
in Nigeria” held in Lagos a few 
years ago, much more needs to 
be done than said through the 
implementation of this.

 The food fortification policy 
will see to it that readily available 
and affordable food items are 
made more nutritious, by the 
addition of the vital vitamins and 
minerals. Although these minerals 
and vitamins are required in 
minute quantities, their absence 
in the body can cause severe 
micro-nutrient deficiency diseases 
(MDD). According to NAFDAC, 

Nigeria is one of the countries in 
the world with high incidents of 
both Iodine Deficiency Disorder 
(IDD) and Iron Deficiency Anaemia 
(IDA).

The import of this revelation 
is the increasing need to keep 
educating Nigerians on the 
importance and imperative of 
buying only processed flours, 
sugar, salt and vegetable oil that 
are fortified with vitamins and 
are also NAFDAC-approved. 
They must take their time to look 
at and read the inscriptions on 
the packages of processed foods. 
Though NAFDAC has recorded 
high level of compliance, put at 80 
percent by large and medium scale 
food companies on the fortification 
with vitamin A there are still 
challenges for Nigeria.

One is the continued smuggling 
of vegetable oil and sugar that are 
not fortified with the vital vitamin 
into the country, while the other 
is the local milling of maize as 
well as the manual production of 
vegetable oil without fortification 
with vitamins.

Part of the solution to these 
challenges informed the appeal 
by food industry watchers to the 
Federal Government, on letting 
NAFDAC remain as one of the 
effective monitoring agencies 
at the ports and the porous 
borders, working in tandem with 
the Customs and Immigration 
Services. And with the effective 
partnership the agency has forged 
with Local Government Councils 
across the country, it would do 
well to step up the sensitisation 
programme on food fortification 

at the grassroots level.
The agency’s promise to mop 

up all such unfortified processed 
food in the nooks and crannies 
of the country should be adopted 
holistically. It should involve all 
the relevant stakeholders and also 
be a continuous exercise. Beyond 
that is the possibility of providing 
retail packs of vitamin A premixes 
and sprinkles to the rural millers. 
Another challenge here   however, 
is for NAFDAC officials to monitor 
such empowerment initiative as 
there have been reports of the 
importation/smuggling of sub 
standard vitamin premixes into 
the country in the past.

To succeed therefore, the 
current collaborative efforts 
between UNICEF, the SON and 
NAFDAC must be seen to its 
logical conclusion. It would be 
recalled for instance, that it 
was UNICEF that initiated the 
government policy mandating 
the fortification of all flours, 
cooking oils and salt, years ago, 
according to Nutrition Specialist, 
Dr. Isiaka Alo. And the SON’s 
representative, Deputy Director, 
Margaret  Eshiett has called for 
improvement of monitoring of the 
cottage industries.

In addition, the mass media 
has to be carried along in the 
effective dissemination of relevant 
information even in the local 
languages to the small and 
medium scale millers. Nigerian 
consumers need to be enlightened 
on the health hazards posed by 
the purchase, marketing and 
consumption of foods not duly 
fortified with vitamins. Common 

diseases such as night blindness, 
weak bones and teeth, scurvy, 
b erib eri ,  goitre ,  anaemia, 
malformed nervous system have 
all been linked to deficiencies of 
vitamins and essential minerals. 
Yet, a little more public awareness 
on nutrition and economic 
empowerment of the people 
would have reduced them to the 
barest minimum.

Various governments should 
therefore, rise up to the challenge 
of implementing policies that 
combat the menace of poverty 
and ignorance. More budgetary 
allocation should go to the health 
and education sectors. We need 
more qualified medical personnel 
and an enabling infrastructure at 
the rural areas. Both public and 
private health institutions should 
step up their enlightenment 
campaigns on nutrition, in the 
same way that Friesland WAMCO 
Campina has done with the Chief 
Olu Akinkugbe Child Nutrition 
Centre. 

Nigerians must come to realise 
that the right choice of foods in 
favour of mineral and vitamin-
rich green, leafy vegetables, highly 
coloured fruits, nuts, fortified 
flours, sugar, salt, vegetable oil  
and low-fat dairy products would 
save them and their children the 
valuable money they spend in 
the hospitals, battling preventable 
diseases. And this is because, all 
said and done, we are what we eat.
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10.   Where can I find the Na-

tional Housing Funds scheme of-
fices in Nigeria?

The National Housing Funds 
scheme offices are located basically 
in the state capital of every state. 
You may get specific addresses if you 
visit the Branch of Federal Mortgage 
Bank’s offices. You can also check 
out this on the internet or from the 
central bank directories.

11.   Can I operate my National 

Housing Funds scheme Account 
through my regular commercial 
Banks?

For those that are enrolled from 
their various places of work; you 
need not loose your sleep over this. 
You various organizations have a 
means o remitting your contribu-
tions to the National Housing Funds 
as at when due. However, if you 
are a private business person who 
is desirous of the scheme, you can 
do your processing first of all; have 
your NHF Account, then give your 
bank the mandate to debit your 
account in favour of your National 
Housing Funds scheme account 
periodically.

12.   Is the National Housing 
Funds scheme real?

The National Housing Funds 
scheme is for real. It was set up by 
the Federal Government of Nigeria 
as an interventionist outfit to bridge 
the Housing deficit in Nigeria. Par-
ticularly, it is expected to assist the 
medium and low income earners 
who would ordinarily not be able to 
achieve the dream of home owner-
ship within their regular income 
capacity. For those that express seri-
ous doubt about the genuiness of the 
scheme, I can clear your doubt and 

assure you that it is real. At least, 
within my professional capacity, I 
have successfully assisted a number 
of Nigerians to realize their dreams 
of Home ownership through the 
National Housing Funds scheme. I 
will however caution that just like 
every other subsector, there are also 
a large number of scammers who 
are taking advantage of unsuspect-
ing Nigerians who desire to access 
the scheme. Some of these people 
come in the guise of Developers 
and all what not. I therefore advise 
the reading public to consult cred-
ible professionals who would not 
swindle them of thier hard-earned 
income. You can also avail yourself 
of our various seminars and lectures 
where you are taught on the very 
many ways you can access the 
National Housing Funds scheme 
without hassles.

13.   What happens to my NHF 
Account if I change my job?

You open one National Housing 
Funds Account in your lifetime. 
When you move from one place 
of work to another; or you do a job 
change, you do not need to open an-
other account. This is why it is nec-
essary for you to acquaint yourself 
with your account details. All that 

is required of you is to furnish your 
new employers with your details 
and they take it up from there. You 
loose nothing in your NHF account 
when you change your job.

14.   What happens to my con-
tribution if I move from salary job 
to personal business and I wish to 
continue?

As earlier stated, the National 
Housing Funds scheme is for both 
employed and private business 
persons. All that is required of you 
is to locate where your account 
is domiciled, notify them of your 
new status and your desire to con-
tinue with the scheme. You will be 
migrated.

15.   How long does it take to pay 
back the Housing Loan from Fed-
eral Mortgage Bank through NHF?

The National Housing Funds 
Loan is very conveniently arranged 
in such a manner that is suitable for 
your income level. An NHF Loan 
can be spread for as long as thirty 
(30) years at 6 % percent annually. 
This is the beauty of the scheme.

16.   Can I close my National 
Housing Funds scheme Account if 
I so desire?

You may close the Scheme Ac-
count if you so desire. You have 

to take several steps to effect this 
action. You would need to first of all 
crosscheck this with your employ-
ers before you take a step in this 
direction.

The above were some of the 
question and enquiries we received 
from our teaming readers. There 
are however, some questions that 
require some capacity building 
and lots more. I enjoin such read-
ers to reach us through our emails 
or phone numbers so as to work 
out modalities for addressing such 
enquiries.

In our subsequent series, we 
would make frantic effort to address 
‘HOW TO APPLY FOR THE HOUS-
ING LOANTHROUGH THE NHF’. 
Please be with us as we promise to 
keep you informed on this platform
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Socio-economic implications 
of illicit tobacco trade

R
egulation of tobacco 
smoking in Nigeria 
and to some extent 
in other economies 
has become an al-

batross. Over-regulation has its 
consequences which include 
increase in illicit trade of the 
product and subsequent tax 
evastion and  loss in advertise-
ment revenue.  Under-regu-
lation also has its implications 
which could also increase con-
sumption of the product even 
among teenagers.

Even in the face of anti-
smoking lobbyists, more wor-
risome about regulation of 
tobacco is its propensity to in-
crease illicit trade considered as 
more economically dangerous 
to both smokers’ well-being, 
economy and especially influ-
ence on crime due to unregu-
lated production of the product 
in black market.

It is said that 11.6 percent of 
global cigarette market is illicit, 
equivalent of 600 billion ciga-
rette sticks a year which trans-
lates to $40 billion loss revenue.  
It is also said that W/African 
governments lose about $774 
million annual revenue to the 
activities of illicit trade as the 
traders evade tax payment. 
Apart from the revenue loss, 
the consumption of illicit prod-
ucts has more negative impact 
on individuals’ health than the 
regulated products.

 Charles Kyalo, the Area Op-
erations manager for BATN re-
cently reinforced the point on 
impact of illicit trade on ciga-
rette companies and govern-
ment. He told BusinessDay that 
illicit trade has had humongous 
negative impact on legitimate 
tobacco companies including 
BAT that in some markets it 
has lost over 50 percent market 
share due to illicit trade.

In Nigeria, British Ameri-
can Tobacco Group which had 
in 2001 signed an MoU with 
the Federal Government for 
the investment of $150m to 
build a state-of-the-art factory 
in Ibadan, Oyo State had been 
working with the government 
to reduce illicit trade. This is in 
an attempt to stimulate a whole 
value chain of local tobacco 
growers, who grow other food 
crops in addition to tobacco, 
bringing in a local packaging 
company, which caused an 

additional investment in the 
country and employment of 
Nigerians.

Kyalo said if Nigeria was 
flooded with illicit trade, “we 
will not be here. Other things 
that will go are employment, 
government revenues and risk 
associated with the illicit trade. 
Those involved in illicit trade 
can get involved in human 
trafficking, criminality in the 
country”. On tax, for instance, 
he said that BAT has in about 
16 years of its operation since 
its re-entry in to Nigeria paid 
about N216 billion as tax to 
government.

Apart from Illicit trade, 
over-regulation of tobacco also 
has its negative impact on the 
economy. It is recently gath-
ered that Advertising, Public 
Relations, Activation, printing 
companies have lost business 
worth more than N50 billion in 
the last 10 years since tobacco 
companies alone cannot adver-
tise, do promotions and public-
ity of their products even with 
caution. Like the alcohol indus-
try, the tobacco industry could 
have been granted time-belt 
and asked to add caution in its 
advertisement.

Assuming government had 
stopped alcohol advertising to-
tally on the strong belief that 
drinking alcohol can increase 
health risk, the loss to the econ-
omy would be heavier. Last 

year alone, the Nigerian media 
industry which relies heavily 
on advertising for sustainabil-
ity made over N4.6 billion in 
advertising from beer industry 
alone. This figure could pos-
sibly be more if there was no 
limited time-belt for beer ad-
vertising. The media industry 
employs thousands of Nigeri-
ans who are paid through this 
source of income.

 BAT and safety at work
According to Kyalo, BAT 

takes safety at work seriously.  
Some journalists who recently 
visited the factory with clean 
environment  in Ibadan were 
taken through the health safe-
ty procedure before embark-
ing on the factory tour.

He said BAT targets the 
ultimate safety of its work-
ers and visitors, maintaining 
that ensuring zero accident in 
the workplace was the target 
of BAT globally. According to 
him, for 8 years, the Ibadan 
factory did not record any ac-
cident until last November 
when a contractor cleaner 
slipped from a ladder and fell 
which made him to stay in a 
hospital for 36 hours against 
the minimum time of 24 hours 
required.

“Our ultimate goal is mak-
ing sure that nobody gets in-
jured while working for BAT 
as we want our workers and 
contractors to come to work in 

piece and go home without any 
injury”. Kyalo who is Kenyan 
acknowledged that there are 
minor accidents across board 
but “we are better in terms of 
safety related issues when you 
compare us with our peers”

The Ibadan factory has clin-
ic with nurses on 24 hours and 
a visiting doctor. There is also 
ambulance on standby in case 
of any serious incident. Ac-
cording to Kyalo, if there is any 
accident, it has to be reported to 
the global head office within 24 
hours and investigation would 
be carried out to ascertain the 
cause of such incident. He said 
this has to be communicated 
to all branches of BAT to alert 
them to take pre-caution.

To mitigate accident, he said 
the company also has whistle 
blowers who are encouraged to 
report attitudes or actions that 
could lead to accidents.

Kyalo further said that the 
management of BAT ensures 
that the company’s operations 
had minimal impact on the en-
vironment.  “This is why the 
company has water treatment 
plant, tests the water before 
going out to ensure it is safe for 
drinking”.

On health Insurance for em-
ployees, he said all the employ-
ees are covered. This is statu-
tory that employees must have 
insurance health policy.

Operation
On the company’s input 

for production, Kyalo said 75 
percent of tobacco leaves for 
production is imported from 
Brazil, Zimbabwe, Uganda, In-
dia, Ubekistan, Turkey among 
others. He explained that this 
is to maintain quality of differ-
ent SKUs as some of the leaves 
cannot be grown in Nigeria be-
cause of climatic conditions.

Kyalo who has put upto 17 
years with BAT working in Ke-
nya, South Africa before com-
ing to Nigeria last two years 
said the company exports to 
other African countries and 
its operations in Nigeria have 
created direct and indirect em-
ployment in its value chain in-
cluding farmers, transporters, 
security and other logistics.

“Even in Zaria where we 
process the leaves, there are 
contractors and suppliers who 
supply the diesel and spare 
parts and repairs. All these are 

Socio-economic negative impact of illicit tobacco trade is humongous as it costs W/African governments 
$774 million yearly revenue with other associated costs. In Nigeria, government and BAT must sustain 
the fight in order to save huge employment and tax payment from legitimate tobacco firms. But 
another challenge facing BAT, the multinational tobacco firm is poor electricity supply as it spends 
about N2.6 billion on diesel annually to run generators. Daniel Obi looks at the trends

estimated at over 350,000 di-
rect and indirect employment 
by BAT. But for the farmers, 
they are independent, but we 
ensure that they should grow 
other crops”.

BATN is constantly re-
searching on ways of preserv-
ing natural forests and reduc-
ing the environmental impact 
of tobacco farming activities. 
The company passionately 
supports afforestation and al-
ternative food cropping.

Challenges
On electricity for its 24 

hours operation and other 
challenges,  Kyalo disclosed 
that  Ibadan factory spends 
about N2.6 billion on diesel 
alone per year on N250 per li-
tre. “If you don’t have power 
you will not run the plant. The 
second challenge is forex to im-
port spare parts. While  export-
ing, we have to compete with 
others in international mar-
ket.” On this you are already 
starting from a losing position 
after being hit by the forex, 
diesel price, he said. 

BAT Nigerian story has 
been an exciting journey. The 
journey started in 1912 when it 
opened trading post. BAT then 
proceeded on a joint venture 
with the Nigerian government 
to establish NTC in 1951. By 
1978, the NTC had built three 
factories, located in Ibadan, 
Port-Harcourt and Zaria. In the 
1990s, the legitimate tobacco 
industry witnessed a sharp 
decline as uncontrolled illicit 
cigarettes flooded the market. 
This led to the closures of the 
Port-Harcourt and Ibadan fac-
tories and a downscaling of the 
Zaria operations.  In 1999, for-
eign direct investment was in-
creased and BAT was the first 
multinational to re-enter into 
Nigeria.   BAT was formally 
incorporated on the July 11, 
2000 and it was subsequently 
merged with the Nigerian To-
bacco Company on November 
6 of the same year.

In 2001, BAT Group signed 
an MoU with the Federal Gov-
ernment for the investment 
of $150m to build a state-of-
the-art factory in Ibadan, Oyo 
State. If illicit trade of tobacco 
continues, it would spell more 
dangers for the economy, in-
cluding loss of needed jobs in 
the value chain.
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Things we hate to see men wear

H
ave you realised that 
nowadays in Nige-
ria, a lot more men 
have come out on 
social media to de-

fine themselves as ‘Fashionistas’? 
Some of these so called fashioni-
stas try to look edgy and fashion 
forward and so they dare to try 
pieces of clothing items that are 
far from the ordinary look of 
a normal man, forgetting that 
when it comes to the way you 
dress, perspective is everything.

You may think you look great, 
that your sense of style has no 
flaws, and that you are pre-
senting yourself to the women 
around you as a desirable, attrac-
tive and fashionable man, mean-
while, women may be looking at 
you thinking you look ridiculous. 
And that your style is way off, so 
you end up coming off as some-
one they want to run away from 
as soon as possible.

Although women can be out-
spoken, most women are aware 
of the male ego and as such, they 
make a cautious effort not to hurt 
the ego of a man and thus keep 
quiet.

So how would you know that 
your woman thinks you look like 
a dork if she wouldn’t say so her-
self you may ask? I took my time 
to ask a few women from differ-
ent parts of the country what 
they dread their men wearing 
and here is a list of the things you 
should not be caught wearing.

    Extremely tight jeans/trou-
sers: “I know skinny jeans for 
men is trendy and can look sexy 
if worn appropriately, but some 
men over do the whole skinny 
jeans look and wear extremely 
tight trousers that look so un-
comfortable and we can see the 
whole shape and size of their 
male organs. It is a total turnoff,” 
says Nkechi Ogala, a fashion styl-
ist and personal shopper.

    Sunglasses indoors: Dear 
men, there is a reason why they 
are called ‘sun glasses’ for good-
ness sake. When there is no 
sunlight, there’s no need to shade 
your eyes. 10 out of 10 women 
interviewed say they totally hate 
the idea of men who feel cool 
wearing sun shades in enclosed 
spaces, especially in church or 
in a night club where it is pitch 
black with very little or no light 
at all.

    Vests: 8 out of the 10 women 
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I interviewed are of the view 
that vests should never be worn 
as tops and should remain inner 
wears. However, two of them 
thought that vests worn by buff, 
muscular men could look sexy, 
but it is a turnoff for skinny men 
and I totally agree with that. 
We agree that not all men can 
be gym buffs and have muscles 
like Morris Chestnut or Idris 
Elba. Same way not all women 
can have a Beyonce or Kim Kar-
dashian body. However, please 
know the category you fall into, 
and if you’re slim, please stick to 
your tee-shirts and button up 
shirts and don’t be caught wear-
ing vests out.

    Tons of Jewelry: I know it 
used to be cool to wear loads of 
‘blinged out’ neck chains, hand 
chains and earrings back in the 
90s when Tupac Shakur and 
Biggie smalls (American rappers) 
were you role models, but please 
guys leave those things in the 
90s. Women hate to see men all 
decked up in too much accesso-
ries. Keep it simple, especially if 
you are not a (gangster) rapper 
or artiste.

    FlipFlops: Flipflops and open 
toe sandals are for well pedi-
cured feet only. If you do not take 
time out to cut and file your nails 
or even wash and mosturise your 
feet, then you have no business 
wearing flip flops. Women do not 
think ashy looking, ugly feet are 
sexy at all.

    Ill fitted suit: when your suit 
is either too big or too small, it is 
a total turn off for women. “It just 
irks my soul when I see a man 
swimming in a suit that looks 
like he stole from his fat uncle or 
father,” says Sola Williams.

    Extremely pointed shoes: 
Nigerian men love their pointed 
toes Italian shoes. Some of them 
even wear the extremely pointed 
ones that curve up like clown 
shoes. Most women hate these 

shoes, so please men avoid wear-
ing them.

    Beanie hats in warm weath-
er: Beanie hats were made to 
shield the head from cold weath-
er, but some men have turned 
it into a fashion statement and 
now, you see them wearing 
beanies in really hot weather 
with tee shirt or even worse, 
VESTS, which is a total turnoff 
for the women folk.
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‘My husband denied me and our children for the 
sake of money, now he’s nowhere to be found’

J
ustin and I got married 
in May 2007. To the 
glory of God, we did not 
have any issues with 
child-bearing. Our son, 

Ebube, came exactly 10 months 
after, followed by Amara, our 
first daughter, in 2011, and our 
last daughter, Chidalu, in 2013.

Five of us lived happily in 
a rented two-bedroom apart-
ment in the Ikotun area of 
Lagos.

We were not rich, but we 
were also not poor. Justin 
worked as a reporter in one of 
the major national dailies in 
Lagos covering the travel and 
tourism sector. As such, he was 
always on the move, especially 
on foreign trips, leaving me in 
charge of the household. He 
would sometimes travel for as 
long as one week at a stretch. 
In fact, it was part of why he 
never wanted me to work in 
a bank. I studied Banking and 
Finance at the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka and desper-
ately wanted to build a career 
in banking, but he said bank-
ers don’t have time for their 
families.

“Both of us can’t be far from 
home at the same time. My job 
takes me out all the time. One 
person needs to be closer home 
to take care of the children,” he 
argued.

And so, I took up a teaching 
appointment in a neighbour-
hood school, where I taught 
Economics in the senior sec-
ondary section. The pay was 
meagre, but it was convenient 
because our children attended 
nursery and primary school in 
the same school. I drove them 
to school every morning in 
my husband’s old Peugeot 406 
salon car and returned with 
them after school.

Because of his numerous 
overseas travels, his relatives 
thought he was a very rich 
man and some of them often 
came to him asking for finan-
cial assistance, and they never 
believed him whenever he told 
them he didn’t have money.

“These overseas trips, you 
see, I don’t pay for them. They 
are sponsored by companies 
in the sector I report. They pay 
the visa fee and tickets, cater 
for hotel accommodation and 
give us daily stipend for feed-
ing and other expenses. At the 
end of these trips, sometimes 
you return home with some-
thing, sometimes you don’t,” he 
would tell them.

Justin was a good man by 
human estimation; he was not 
stingy and sometimes gave as-
sistance to his relatives from 
even the little he had. But he 
had one weakness – women.

whom I wasn’t even close to, 
called me to say she heard that 
my husband was living with a 
pregnant oyibo woman in his 
newly-completed house in the 
state capital and that the ru-
mour was that the pregnancy 
was his.

I didn’t bother to call him. 
Luckily, our school was on 
long vacation. So the next 
day I simply picked our three 
children, packed a few things 
and took the next available 
bus to our state capital.

My husband was horrified 
when he saw us. Our children 
rushed to greet him shouting, 
“Daddy, Daddy!”

“Who are these people?” 
Sharon, who had been alerted 
by noise, asked as she came 
out of one of the rooms. She 
was heavily pregnant and felt 
very relaxed, like a woman in 
her husband’s home.

“Honey, meet my younger 
sister, Helen, and her kids, 
Ebube, Amara and Chidalu,” 
he said.

“Oh, wow! Welcome,” Sha-
ron said and came close to 
shake my hands. In that mo-
ment of wild rage, I pushed 
her hard and she fell into the 
couch nearby.

For the first time in our 
nine-year marriage, my hus-
band descended on me and 
pounded me into a pulp, right 
in front of this strange wom-
an and our children.

“You want to sp oil  my 
show, abi?” he said in Igbo 
so that Sharon would not 
understand. “This woman is 
my mugu. She vomited the 
money I used to complete 
this house, the money I’ve 
been sending you, and she is 
ready to vomit even more if 
I play card. But I see you are 
enjoying the want and mis-
ery that we have been living 
in all these years?”

I lay there in a heap, won-
dering what had come over 
my husband. Was it poverty 
or greed or love for women 
that drove him into such an 
extreme behaviour?

I wept all night and couldn’t 
sleep. Our children managed 
to sleep amid sobs. My hus-
band didn’t come anywhere 
near us but slept in the same 
room with Sharon. Early in the 
morning I heard some noise 
from their section of the house, 
I heard doors open and close, 
and then there was silence.

When the day broke, I 
managed to get up and move 
around, and to my greatest 
amazement, they were gone. 
It’s been six months now and 
no word from my husband. 
My children keep asking me, 
“Where is our daddy?” What 
do I tell them?

ThisLife
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Some of his colleagues who 
came around once in a while 
would sometimes joke about 
his romantic escapades, espe-
cially during his numerous 
overseas trips, but he always 
told me to ignore them. And 
I did. After all, between my 
husband and his friends, who 
was I supposed to believe?

“Just be careful, and always 
remember that the kids and 
I love you,” I always told him.

I knew he had a soft spot 
for women even before we 
got married, even though he 
never shoved it in my face. 
And I always believed that 
someday something would 
happen that would make him 
turn a new leaf.

Then something happened. 
The newspaper my husband 
was working for began to 
struggle and could no longer 
pay staff salaries. By Decem-
ber of 2015, they were owed as 
much as nine months’ salary 
arrears. He began to desper-
ately look for alternatives but 
none was forthcoming.

Then again, luck smiled on 
him. His former boss in Lagos 
was appointed the managing 
director of the state-owned 
newspaper in our home state 
in the South-Eastern part 
of the country. He invited 
my husband over to come 
and work with him as the 
deputy editor, an offer he 
grabbed with both hands and 
immediately began making 
arrangements to relocate to 
down there.

“Let me go and test the 
waters. If everything falls in 
place, I will come back and 
pick all of you,” he assured me.

I had no reservations about 
it. Our children and I were 
used to being without him for 
days; we would surely cope.

I was glad that he was mov-
ing closer home. It would be 
an opportunity to put one or 
two things in place. I was also 
happy that he was moving 
to a state-owned newspaper 
which, like many govern-
ment-owned companies in 
Nigeria, was not necessarily 
profit-driven. The company 
was always guaranteed of 
subventions from government 
for staff salaries and for print-
ing, whether it makes money 
or not.

Little did I know then that 
the movement down to the 
East would spell doom and 
erode the joy we had always 
known as a family.

When he arrived the state 
capital, Dr Chike, his former 
boss, gave him a room in his 
boys’ quarters pending when 
he would get a place in town. 
We spoke on phone daily and 
he always updated me with 
developments. He told me the 
boys’ quarters was manage-
able, that his oga’s wife was 
nice to him, always ensuring 
that he had a meal in the house 
at least once a day, which was 
usually dinner because he 
usually left the house early to 
nose around for news.

When he got a place in 
town, he called to tell me. 
Situation began to improve 
gradually because he began to 
earn regular salary. As for the 
other perks he used to get as 
a journalist working in Lagos, 
they were no longer coming. 
The newspaper was state-
based and so was not popular. 
He sent us money occasionally 
and visited us in Lagos twice 
in 2016.

In late 2016, he called to tell 
me about Sharon, a project fa-
cilitator from Holland whom 
he had met during one of his 

trips.
“She’s in Nigeria to do a 

project with our state govern-
ment and has agreed that I will 
work with her on the project. 
Honey, this is our chance,” my 
husband told me.

“Glory to God who giveth all 
things,” I said.

Sharon b ought a car,  a 
Toyota Highlander jeep, and 
registered it in my husband’s 
name. He became her tour 
guide, leading her wherever 
she wanted to go, especially 
to meetings with top govern-
ment officials.

Soon, the project kicked off 
in earnest and money began 
to flow. My husband increased 
the monthly allowance he al-
ways sent to us. In June 2016, 
he called me to say he had 
completed the five-bedroom 
bungalow he started on a plot 
of land he bought in the state 
capital immediately after our 
wedding. I was euphoric and 
began to contemplate final 
relocation to the East so that 
our family would be complete 
again. When I raised the is-
sues, he told me to hold on 
awhile.

“Hold on a little, dear. Let’s 
look at end of the year. That’s 
the ideal time so that when 
you’re returning home for 
Christmas, you know it’s final,” 
he told me.

I shared the good news 
with our children and they 
were excited. We began to 
make arrangements. I told my 
children’s respective teach-
ers to begin to prepare their 
testimonials in readiness for 
our journey home. We began 
to buy some things we would 
need for our journey.

I was shocked when in 
August last year one of my 
husband’s relatives, Onuwa, 

chuksmaila@yahoo.ca, 07031029998
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Lafarge Holcim 
celebrates female 
staffers on IWD

K
eeping fit with 
aerobics is the 
best way to 
start a day and 
that was what 

Lafarge Holcim Africa did 
on Wednesday March 
8 2017, in celebration of 
International Women’s 
Day, themed ‘Be Bold for 
Change’.

Seeing the ladies work-
out with enthusiasm at 
the special occasion held at 
Radisson Blu Anchorage 
Hotel in Lagos was fun. 
The women whip their 
bodies into shape while 
working in rhythm with 
the music and directions 
from the aerobics instructor. 

ed on the positives of hav-
ing a sound mind as an in-
dividual, stressing the need 
to continually exercise. “Be 
time conscious (know how 
to prioritise) and as much 
as possible, take breaks in 
between your busy work 
schedule,” she said, ending 
with a quote, “Do what 
you do best and outsource 
the rest.”

While giving the open-
ing remarks, Michel Pu-
chercos, group manag-
ing director/CEO Lafarge 
Holcim, said, “Rather than 
words, I give you facts”.  He 
went ahead to list women 
within the work environ-
ment who have made im-
pacts and were promoted 
up the ladder because of it.

Then it was time for 

‘My story’, Grace Akede 
and Bukola Kankwo 
shared their story with 
all present. It was an in-
spiring time indeed as 
both narrated how they 
were in male dominated 
departments, and against 
all obvious odds and per-
severance came out top of 
their games.

“I used to work in the 
plant- it was male domi-
nated but I was undaunt-
ed- in the plant if you chal-
lenge a man, he tells you; “I 
have your type at home.” 
I always tell them; “You 
have a wife at home, not 
my type, because if you 
had my type she would be 
working here too.”

She went on to share 
her experience working 

at control room operations 
and later the Process De-
partment, where she was 
the only female. Amidst 
laughter, she encouraged 
the ladies present not to be 
timid “because men will 
always want to dominate.”

Bukola shared her ex-
perience as the first female 
HRBP at Ewokoro plant, 
describing herself as “a dog 
with a bone. I am a fighter, 
not passive and all these 
prepared me for the role 
of working with men at 
the plant.”

Highlight of the days’ 
event was when the guest 
speakers, Abayomi Olar-
inmoye (formerly with 
Accenture) and Lanre 
Opakunle (GM energy & 
projects, Lafarge Holcim) 
dwelling on the theme 
for the year ‘Be Bold for 
Change’ shared on how 
best women the world 
over can make that desired 
change in the world they 
live in.

“The b est  kind of 
change is the one that 
is proactive,” explained 
Olarinmoye.

“As humans we have 
phenomenal capacity for 
change that would even 
surprise us, all women 
need to have an identity, 
a mission, vision, and pur-
pose that is not wrapped 
up in what people want 
from us.”

“Be bold for change! 
Challenge bias and in-
equality; unconscious bias 
is evident in a lot of things 
we do,” she said.

Opakunle shared sev-
eral experiences and en-
counters with women that 
had lasting impact on him, 
making him the man he is 
today. “There can be positive 
rivalry within the family,” 
Opakunle while narrating a 
story about his daughter set-
ting the bar in her education 
and her brothers aspiring to 
do same.

“In our different lives, 
who is in charge of the 
change?” he asked. “We 
often hear that knowledge 
is power; but knowledge is 
potential power until you 
act on it.”

Another highlight of 
the day was a raffle draw 
where a lady’s name was 
picked and she won din-
ner for two at Radisson 
Blu Anchorage, courtesy 
of the hotel in celebration 
of the day.

This was a major part of the 
business of the day.

Mothers, sisters, aunts, 
grandmothers; what can 
we do without them? It 
is true that women make 
the world go round; in fact 
these are beauties that light 
up the world. The Interna-
tional Women’s Day truly 
appreciated and honoured 
the women folk for their 
contribution to society in 
whatever capacity that 
affects the human race. 
So, at this auspicious time, 
Lafarge Holcim Africa cele-
brates its female workforce 
from across all its office 
locations in Nigeria.

While sharing on ‘safe-
ty moments’-a part of the 
event, Nwando Onye-
kwuluje, a staff, enumerat-

A letter to my daughters: 
Always be present

Dear Sommer and Angelina:

Hopefully you won’t 
read anything in 
this letter that you 

haven’t already heard from 
me many times before. I’ve 
always tried to lead by ex-
ample when we are together, 
so I will do the same in this 
letter by reminding you of a 
few thoughts that will help 
you navigate your incredible 
life journey ahead: Always be 
present, read the signs, stay in 
your lane and never back up 
more than you have to.

I have always tried to be 
present for you regardless 
of how old you were, where 
we were, or where I was. I 
wanted you to know that 
I am always there for you 
spiritually, emotionally and 
digitally. You never need feel 
isolated or alone. You know I 
am on 24/7 for advice, love, or 
just to share a funny filtered 
photo, bitmoji or laugh (even 
though I know I laugh inside). 
Being fully present, by listen-
ing, feeling, empathizing—
always holding serious eye 
contact, and often the touch 
of a hand—builds trust. Trust 
builds confidence and confi-
dence enables you to look for-
ward, dream more and focus 
on others vs. yourself. Being 
present is the greatest gift 
you can give another person, 
and the greatest way to more 
closely connect with them. 
When you are present, you 
are living in the moment vs 
in your mind. You are seeing, 
hearing, and feeling another 
person, and together you are 
even more empowered to do 
great things. This is a gift that 
often comes more naturally 
to women.

I have also tried to share 
with you as many of life’s 
precious lessons and secrets 
as I can so that when I am not 
here, you have a solid founda-
tion of learnings and values 
regardless of what potholes 
in life you may hit along the 
way. Stay open; always try 
to read the signs as you pass 
by them or they pass by you. 
I’ve often reminded you that 
there are no coincidences. 
Everything that happens 
in your life is for a reason 
or was predestined. Every 
book you receive, every new 
person you meet, everything 
you call lucky is a sign just 
waiting to be read. It is tough 
when you are young and so 
inward-focused, but once in 
a while you will look back, 
make the connection and 
then be more open to and cu-
rious about those signs in the 
future. You see, signs aren’t 
blatant or obvious. You have 
to be open and present to 
instinctively feel or intui-
tively see them. You’ve seen 

firsthand, and we have often 
discussed, the role signs have 
played in my life and the 
incredible things that have 
happened as a result of me 
listening and reacting to 
them. You are blessed as 
sensitive women to more 
naturally understand this.

You are fully aware of 
how blessed you are, the 
incredible gifts you were 
born with that your brother 
doesn’t have and the gifts 
he has that you don’t pos-
sess. You know how happy 
you feel when you are do-
ing what you love and that 
comes so easily and natu-
rally to you. So please, please, 
please connect to your pas-
sion, and then just stay in 
your lane. Great athletes, 
musicians, scientists, etc., all 
have an expertise that they 
focus on and perfect. Don’t 
let anyone persuade you to 
do anything that doesn’t feel 
natural or isn’t aligned with 
your values or God-given 
gifts. You know what excites 
you more than anyone else. 
The sooner you recognize 
your passions, and the more 
you focus, the happier you 
will be and the greater suc-
cess you will achieve. Still, 
don’t worry if you don’t 
know exactly what your 
lane is yet. The path will 
illuminate itself so long as 
you stay present, open to 
the signs, and follow your 
passions. It’s all related.

Lastly, my loves, never 
back up more than you need 
to, and this means in life, 
not just when driving. Just 
as you are blind to what’s 
behind you while backing 
up a car, if you keep looking 
back in life and focusing 
too much on the past, you 
may find yourself running 
things over and over in your 
mind,often seeing or creat-
ing things that never existed 
in the first place. Even worse, 
living in reverse blinds you 
to what lies ahead: Your 
lifelong dreams waiting to 
be achieved, your destiny 
waiting to be fulfilled.

I  know what you’re 
thinking: why do Dad and 
I always have our old family 
photos streaming on Apple 
TV? This is O.K., because 
your family is your founda-
tion, and also your greatest 
enabler. When it comes to 
your family, we should be 
with you everywhere you 
are, as you are always and 
forever with us.

I love you,

Mom

PS: This letter is a part of Egon 
Zehnder’s Leaders and Daughters 
campaign to collectively inspire, 
cultivate and pave a better future for 
the next generation of female leaders.

Culled from LinkedIn.

ANGELA AHRENDTS
Senior Vice President, Apple Retail
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The unique Port Harcourt 
woman that lives for others

M
ost Nigerian 
women ap-
p r o p r i a t e d 
Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017, 

as their day, courtesy of the 
United Nations that set that 
day aside as the International 
Women’s Day. In Port Har-
court, Rivers State, however, 
one woman stood out as the 
woman of all seasons who 
lives her life for others. Joy 
Emmanuel Azaka is all over 
the Niger Delta doing good 
instead of sitting and com-
plaining or seeking equality 
with men. In fact, men around 
her may be the ones striving 
to equal her pace in life.

The young woman stud-
ied at Zik Grammar School, 
Ugheli, in Delta State, before 
rounding off at the University 
of Benin in Education; and 
she has used every inch of 
her grammar and education 
to teach men and women the 
road to heaven and the man-
ner of salvation; to win souls 
for Jesus without looking back 
for once.

Today, she is the co-pastor 
of the famous Overcomers 
Christian Centre International 
in the Rumugholu area of Port 
Harcourt (on the way to the 
International Airport from 
the Obiri Ikwerre Interchange 
(Flyover)). She is also founder 
of a massive non-govern-
mental organisation (NGO), 
Compassion Africa.

Joy, as she is more often 
called, seems to spread and 
spray joy wherever she goes. 
She broke into limelight when 
she floated her pet project, 
the’ Holy Police’, a name that 
attracted a turning of the neck 
and a wrinkling of the nose. 
How would anybody term 
the police as ‘holy’? Even in the 
18th century France where the 
police idea started (Gendarmes), 
it attracted objection and scorn 
for fear of brutality. The police 
around the world have not 
disappointed in proving that 
fear real. In Nigeria, they have 
added a whiff, a notion of ig-
noble corruption and extortion, 
especially on the highways. 
But Joy would not hear of that. 
Instead, she launched a pro-
gramme of rewarding them, 
re-branding them and making 
them likeable.

Her approach is to com-

done stuff with orphans and 
has a large number of such 
fellows growing under her 
mentorship. She gives them 
more than milk and honey 
but the greatest gift to man-
kind, Jesus. She has already 
launched a programme for 
widows in her Widows Planet 
in Port Harcourt, using the 
Overcomers Christian Centre 
International auditorium. 
Now she is gathering teen-
agers in a programme called 
Teenvantage. She thinks the 
teenagers have advantage 
they can easily leverage to 
climb to prosperity, but it is 
seeing the opportunity that 
is the matter. She wants to 
help them find the windows 
and also find Jesus. These 
schemes come under her 
larger programme, ‘Matters 
of the Heart’.

Perhaps what sounds like 
a hair-raising project by this 
great field philanthropist (field 
marshal) could be her project 
with militants and cultists. In 
2015, she threw a street party 
for them both in Rumuagholu 
and Diobu areas. The eerie 
highlight was presenting a 
topmost ex-cultist/militant 
who confessed to reaching the 
rank to sit face to face with 
Satan. It is about a man who 

said he witnessed initiations 
where men were tortured to 
death and buried right under-
neath and you still continued 
the process. Yet, the man 
pleaded with the youths to 
shun cultism and militancy, 
saying they would discover, 
just like he did, that the Devil 
is a liar. At the end, they would 
find that just one bullet would 
finish a man and his expensive 
charms. Instead, he said, it’s 
the Bible, God’s own word, 
that has the ultimate power 
to save.

This is the kind of life Joy 
lives on a daily basis, moving 
from one good deed to an-
other. She said at the night of 
love for widows that she was 
created only to do good deeds. 
True! Her life seems empty 
without doing one good or 
the other. Joy has no money, 
but she begs to give others. 
That is why she never spares 
a moment to praise God for 
giving her the only man she 
said can marry and manage 
her, the General Overseer 
of Overcomers, Emmanuel 
Azaka. She also describes her-
self as the spiritual daughter 
of Apostle Johnson Suleiman.

Joy may be driven by pas-
sion, but the passion is driven 
by circumstances and the 
circumstances are captured 
in a story weaved around 
pain and faith. She was four 
years when her dad died. 
Her mother was forced to go 
through humiliations and de-
privations, frying akara (bean 
cake) to train them. ‘I hawked 
akara’. She says.

She had no father to look 
up to or to look after her until 
she found Jesus. By miracle, 
she escaped the ugly path of 
a fatherless girl and ended up 
in a mission with a mission to 
save others. This is her life, her 
passion, her story.

So, when other women 
pant after doing one good 
deed, Joy Emmanuel Azaka 
rolls from good deed to good 
deed, hourly, daily, and yearly. 
She calls herself a mother but 
she is seen as mother of all. On 
Valentine Day, she cooks for 
girls in college, hosts orphans 
and clothes widows. On wom-
en’s day, she plays mother to 
teenagers and shows them 
the right way to God. This is 
the unique woman of Port 
Harcourt, the unique woman 
who lives for others. To many, 
Joy is the Woman of the Year 
in the Niger Delta.

pare their guilt with those of 
others in more noble profes-
sions; lecturers that fail you 
if you failed to sort (in cash or 
kind), health workers that kill 
by neglect and still get paid, 
bank officials that demand 
for hefty bribes to give you 
loan, dignified men who rig 
elections and bribe electoral 
umpires, businessmen who 
adulterate products and get 
away with it (remember ‘My 
Pikin’?), etc. She says we cry 
out briefly and forget, but 
we will never forget that a 
police man collected N50 on 
the road. (Actually, that is the 
least of their offences). What 
Joy means is that policemen 
are like the rest of us, or there 
is police behaviour in each of 
us. Joy does not want us to set 
apart the policeman for cruci-
fixion but to rather show him 
love for what he goes through, 
protecting us. That is the ob-
jective of Holy Police project; 
appreciating the entire police 
force and going further to give 
awards to outstanding ones. 
Her worry is the numerous 
women that are widowed and 
the many orphans that drop 
out of school due to sudden 
death of policemen through 

frequent shootouts.
Joy Emmanuel Azaka has 

Joy and Emmanuel Azaka



I
t is no hidden fact that many great musicians 
the world over had their big breaks from 
their various place of worship, majority 
of which is the church before they even 
launched into the world; so better way to 

search out and promote talents, than from this 
unending source.

And so for the past six years, God’s Children 
Great Talent (GCGT) has dedicated resources 
to discover exceptionally talented children 
and youths from 5 – 20 years old.  The family 
entertainment show has grown to become a 
highly anticipated competition as GCGT create 
opportunities for young Nigerians across the 
country to showcase their talent, with the hope 
of being able to make a remarkable impression 
on stage and before the judges with a chance to 
win great prizes.

GCGT, Africa’s number one gospel children 
and youth talent competition has unveiled 
activities for its 7th season. The announcement 

GCGT out with a sizzling season 7
Entertainment
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we have a bigger price; we will be giving cash 
price of N10m, a brand new car and a manage-
ment deal worth N250m. We expect this edition 
to attract a lot more people and talent.

In attendance at the media unveil were three 
previous winners, known as GCGT Ambassadors, 
Praise Olorunsuyi who won season 5.

A senior pastor in attendance while speaking 
said, “Christian and gospel music is an established 
genre in music and looking at the Nigeria scene, 
we see that a lot of artistes are making waves 

tainers between ages 5 – 20 years old a chance 
to showcase their unique skills to a national 
audience through a syndicated broadcast of the 
family show. This year, GCGT Season 7 promises 
to be even more inspiring.” Ozomah enthused.

The search this season covers four main 
categories that include music, dance, comedy 
and spoken word. Mrs Adedoyin Odumfa: This 
year promises to be bigger better and filled with 
several exciting incentives and we are grateful 
for the support of everyone involved. This year 
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…set to discover new talents in Nigeria

made at a star studded media unveil event 
highlighted the call- for-entry flag off, indicat-
ing GCGT’s readiness to begin another journey 
of discovering new talents in Nigeria that will 
inspire many lives.

Commenting at the event, GCGT trustee and 
member of the organising team, Pastor Bimbo 
Ozomah said;

“God’s Children Great Talent has continued 
to reign as the number one gospel talent show 
since it kicked off in 2011. It has remained the 
only talent competition series that gives enter-

across the globe. 
“It’s interesting that popular as Elvis Presley 

was, he didn’t win any Grammy except in gospel 
music. His two Grammy awards, not nomina-
tions (these were numerous), real awards, first 
in 1967 with “How great thou art”, and then in 
1972 with “He touched me”. So as significant as we 
think about this, this platform will be producing 
Grammy Award winning artistes. It will soon 
come to pass in our time”.

While Uti Nwachukwu and Ayo Thompson 
were unveiled as hosts for GCGT Season 7, Award 
winning singer, Omawumi; world renowned 
choreographer, Kaffy; and music producer, TY 
Mix were announced as judges for this new 
season.

Just like the previous years, audition centres 
are in Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt, and will 
have regional judges in those cities, though the 
judges being unveiled will also visit those cities 
after the initial auditions to be part of the finals 
in those cities.

All participants are expected to go through 

the GCGT Academy which was inspired by the 
competition itself as a platform to train and en-
hance the talents as well as prepare successful 
talents for the grand finale and the real world)

In attendance at the media unveiling were 
senior pastors from ‘House of David Parish, 
musician Darey Art Alade, three past winners 
of GCGT amongst others.

GCGT is a platform that is Christ centred, for 
producing great talents and it’s televised as a 
series on MTV.

Alex Okosi new executive vice president of Viacom Africa

V
iac om Internation-
al Media Networks 
(VIMN) Africa, home 
to world class enter-
tainment brands MTV, 

MTV Base, Comedy Central, Nickel-
odeon, Nick Jr., Nicktoons, VH1 and 
BET, has reinforced the Executive 
team to drive its successful business 
in Africa.   

Alex Okosi, current SVP and MD 
of VIMN Africa, has been promoted 
to Executive Vice President & Man-
aging Director of the African multi-
media entertainment network and 
will continue leading the growth 
and expansion of the biggest inter-
national network on the continent.

In other senior appointments, 
Strini Naicker has been promoted 
to the new role of Vice President, 

Commercial and Content Distribu-
tion, Dillon Khan as Vice President, 
Comedy Central, Africa, Chris Tor-
line as Senior Marketing & Digital 

Media Director while Richard Hill 
will take on the new role of Director, 
Legal, VIMN Africa.

“This is an exceptional, experi-

enced and proven senior executive 
team that has been instrumental in 
VIMN Africa’s growth and success” 
comments Alex Okosi, Executive 
Vice President & Managing Direc-
tor, VIMN Africa. “Their leader-
ship and vision will help drive our 
business goals and position us for 
further long-term success.”

The driving force behind VIMN 
Africa’s powerhouse entertainment 
brands MTV Base, MTV, Comedy 
Central, Nickelodeon, Nickelodeon 
Jr., NickToons, VH1 Classic and BET 
on the African continent, Okosi 
will continue to report to Raffaele 
Annecchino, Managing Director of 
Viacom International Media Net-
works (VIMN) South Europe, Middle 
East & Africa.



Gabriel Fakehinde, 
a great reformist 
L

ike figure number 9 that can also 
be figure number 6, depending on 
the side you are, Pa, Chief Gabriel 
Edward Kolawole Fakehinde was 
many things in his life time: he was 

a teacher; a historian; a writer; a great story 
teller; a farmer, a trainer; a reformist; a social-
ist; an optimist; encourager; a goal getter; a 
consultant; a judge; a master of ceremony; a 
prophet; a pastor; a father to many; an agent of 
transformation; a husband; an ardent learner; 
and above all, a deeply spiritual man. In fact, 
other fulfilling aspects of his were direct re-
sults of his spirituality.   

When his father died in July 1944, he wept 
profusely, like every other child. Nevertheless, 
Pa Kola decided to face the future, since that 
is exactly what his late father would have 
wanted him to do. So, courageously, although, 
he had no other option, Pa Kola started to go 
to the farm with Pa Joseph Fatanmi Adeleye, 
his uncle, who was a younger brother to his 
late father. By custom and tradition, the uncle 
was the rightful near kin who could command 
such authority.  He soon returned to stay with 
his mother until January 1945 when he started 
schooling at Saint Andrew’s Primary School, 
Usi-Ekiti.

But Pa Kola probably would not have seen 
the four walls of any school, had the father 
not died, since he was the only son at home 
to accompany his father to the farm. At this 
time in the history of Africa only lazy chil-
dren parents allowed to go school to as way 
of punishment. The able ones are hidden and 
protected by all means from teachers who are 
scavenging villages for pupils. Often times, 
these sets of children who thought their par-
ents were doing them a favour, hide inside the 
ceiling whenever teachers are coming. And 
so, Pa Kola’s dad death became the biblical “all 
things work together for good” concerning 
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Sub-Treasury Kaduna.
In December 1952, he passed out of Govern-

ment School, Kaduna with First School Leaving 
Certificate. Pa Kola was a very active member 
of the School Choir, Drama Group and March-
ing Squad that won laurels for the School.

Thereafter in 1952, he then gained admis-
sion into Offa Grammar School, Offa’. He came 
second in the Entrance Examination. The 
school   resumed on January 27, 1953. Fully 
settled in school now, his set, 60 boys started 
two streams in a class. Pa Kola was throughout, 
a force to reckon with in his class. 21 out of the 
60 that started the race were selected to take 
the West African School Certificate Examina-
tion in November/December 1957 while the 
rest spent the normal 6 years at that time. 
The 21 students of which Pa Kola was among 
passed the Examination. Pa Kola who was a 
member of the school football, second eleven 
team, 1955-1957, passed the Examination in 
Division Two.

Pa Kola started his working career on 
December 27, 1957, at the Federal Agricul-
tural Research, Moor-Plantation, Ibadan, as a 
Clerical Officer. He was sent to the School of 
Agriculture, Akure for Agricultural Assistant 
in-Training. He resumed at the School on July 
7, 1958, and finished the course on October 
31, 1959.

When he completed the training, he was 
posted to Entomology Section of Federal Agric 
Research. Moor Plantation, Ibadan. After a 
year, he took the Confirmation Test which he 
passed at Promotion Level. He was therefore, 
promoted to Agric Assistant Grade Two and 
got appointment confirmation.

When at School of Agriculture, Akure, Pa 
Kola started to study for General Certificate 
of Education (GCE) Advanced Level in History 
and religious Knowledge which he passed in 
January 1960. He then decided to repeat the 
two subjects in addition to English Literature 
Advanced Level. He passed the three subjects 
in January 1961.

In October 1962, Pa Kola gained admis-
sion into the University of Ibadan, Ibadan, to 
study B.Ed History; but he had initial financial 
difficulties. But as usual, the Lord came to his 
rescue again, as he secured the sponsorship of 
Dr. Tai Solarin of May Flower School, Ikenne, 
Ogun State. 

At completion of his degree course, Pa 
Kola started work in Dr Tai Solarin’s School, 
May Flower, Ikenne, and made up his mind 
to serve to the best of his ability, since he was 
sponsored by the scholar without any bond, 
an offer that even the government could not 
do; sponsorship without any strings.

His life was greatly affected by the life 
of his hero, mentor and role model, Dr. Tai 
Solarin, of blessed memory.

And so, Pa Kola took over history teach-
ing from an expatriate teacher and made the 
subject the most popular to pass at distinc-
tion grade at the West African Examination 
Council (WAEC). Apart from his teaching load, 
Pa Kola was the master in charge of school 
time table, drama, Cultural group, Quiz and 
Excursions. These groups won laurels (prizes) 
for the school. The drama group came first in 
the whole of Western region in the play titled: 
Keep our Secrets Secret. May Flower school 
excursions brought into limelight the Ikogosi 
warm spring, the Ipole Waterfalls and the 
Erin-odo Waterfalls.

“History the Pivot of all Knowledge”, 1967 – 
1968. Pages 17-18. “Three Rules for Success and 
Happiness”. 1970. Pages 17-19. “The Techniques 
of Studying”, were Pa Kola’s articles published 
in the school magazines – Winslow. He truly 
served the school to the best of his ability.

Born on September 29, 193, Chief Gabriel 
Edward Kolawole died on December 22, 2016. 
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Gabriel Fakehinde

his education.    
In June 1947, when he was in standard One, 

as Primary One is called at the time, he left Usi-
Ekiti for Kaduna with the wife and daughter of 
his elder brother, Chief S. E. Fakehinde to join 
him. In Kaduna, he continued his education 
at Saint Paul’s Baptists Day School. In January 
1949, he was admitted to Government School 
Kaduna in Standard Three. In 1950, he passed 
the Entrance Examination to St. John’s College, 

Kaduna from Standard Four; but his brother 
did not allow him to go because he feared that 
he might be converted to Catholicism at Saint 
John’s College. The school was a Catholic Mis-
sion Institution.

In August 1951, Chief Fakehinde was 
transferred from Kaduna to Ado-Ekiti, leaving 
behind Pa Kola  and Mercy, his daughter to 
live with another brother, Daniel Fakehinde 
who in July 1951 was employed as Clerk in 

Gabriel Kolawole and wife Grace



‘Instead of allowing foreign books and comics 
to influence us, I created our own stories’
While his folks are busy in the law courts, JIDE MARTIN, CEO, Comic Republic, a Nigerian comic book start-up, 
is busy producing digital comic books that tell compelling stories of Africa and her rich culture. In this interview, 
the lawyer tuned comic artist and entrepreneur tells OBINNA EMELIKE why he is creating African comic heroes 
and also influencing the youths with comic.
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W
ho is Mr. Comic Republic?

I graduated from the 
Obafemi Awolowo Uni-
versity (OAU), Ife. I studied 

Law and did my Law School in Lagos. 
After graduating, I started my own busi-
ness in fashion, after which I moved into 
branding. From branding I veered into the 
comic business – Comic Republic. I always 
tell people that I am a gig. I like reading 
comics, playing games and having fun in 
the good way.

Why the preference for comics in-
stead of law court?

I have always been an artist since I was 
in school. In fact, I started drawing from 
the moment I learnt how to talk as a kid. 
Then, I would trace all my comics with a 
pencil. My mother used to scold me then 
because I used to deface all my school 
books and fill the pages with drawings. 
My mother was angry with me for being 
wasteful. Before she comes back I would 
have drawn on everything around. It 
was like an obsession. You know as you 
grow older, you need to make money. So, 
I started trying to do other things that 
people said was the way forward. But I 
did not find satisfaction.

How does your mum feel now seeing 
you as an accomplished comic artist and 
entrepreneur?

She is very proud that she made me 
read. Otherwise, I would have been an 
artist without sense. The reason why I 
am able to make a business out of this is 
because I had an education. And I agree, 
because I have transferred everything I 
have been able to take from the talent into 
becoming an entrepreneur. It all owes to 
the fact that I went to school.

When and how did you venture into 
the comic business?

I have always wanted to do comics, 
but it was almost like I was waiting for 
the right time. Then, I started noticing a 
rise in super hero movies; more people 
were watching and paying attention to 
Super Hero series. Then, it dawned on 
me that this is the thing I have always 
wanted to do. I thought that I was being 
built up and bred for a time like this and I 
decided to seize the opportunity. But I just 
noticed that the generation today does 
not admire traditional values. Some of the 
strong foundations I had when growing 
up were things like religion, listening to 
our parents, but look at the children of 
today, those values don’t matter to them 
any longer; they are not big on going to 
church, they don’t listen to their parents. 
Going to school is no longer a priority for 
them. They are more into the things they 
watching entertainment and comic books 
are a form of entertainment. I thought 
instead of allowing foreign books and 
foreign comics to influence us why don’t I 
create our own stories and take the things, 
the traditions that we grew up with and 
make them into this form of entertain-
ment that young people like, and thereby 
push morals. Nowadays, in foreign com-
ics we see so many unwholesome things 
being promoted, but we have a tradition. 
In Nigeria, there is a perception about us 
being corrupt. You find out that most of 
the comic heroes abroad were tailored to 

their own needs. For example, you have 
Captain America that was developed dur-
ing World War 2; you have Super man 
who is used as an American icon. There 
is Spiderman also. These comic characters 
are all in the colours of the American flag. 
They are the things that teach children 
to grow up to be patriotic, to do the right 
thing. So, I thought, ‘why don’t we create 
characters in our own flag – like our main 
character in green, white, green?’ I mean 
somebody who stands up for the right 
thing, even though they have absolute 
power, they are still humble to do the 
right thing. All those things pushed me 
into making comics. So, I thought ‘why 
I don’t I use this medium that I am very 
good in to develop my people?

How has Comic Connect Africa 
faired?

This is annual event, with this year 
being the biggest so far. We have been 
teaching the act of making comics, heroes 
as icon, why people should look up to 
heroes, and the traits of a hero. We have 
been pushing that around schools. People 
abroad are surprised at the quality of com-
ics that we produce here in Nigeria. So, we 
have a lot of international coverage. We 
have been covered by the CNN here at the 
convention. We have been covered by the 
BCC, New York Times, Reuters and the 
Deutche Wella. People are beginning to 
see that there is such thing as African su-
per heroes. That is exactly what you can 
see happening here in this convention.

What are your major challenges in 
the business?

The first major challenge we have is 
power. Nowadays, we draw mostly digi-
tally and it requires a lot of power. Every 
bit of production requires electricity. Also, 
most of our supports are from foreign 
companies. We don’t have a lot of indig-
enous support here, but we have the back 

difference.
How much local content is in the 

content of your comics, especially char-
acterization?

There are quite a lot. If you check 
our works, you will see a character like 
Sango. Then we have super heroes whose 
character names are Ireti, Aje and Eru. For 
example, Ireti means hope. Her real name 
is Ireti Moremi, fashioned after Queen 
Moremi of the Ife mythology. There is also 
Ireti Bidemi who is the reincarnation of 
Moremi. We even have a character called 
Aje who is a witch that uses her charac-
ter for good. Then there is Eru, which 
means fear, the character instills fear in 
bad people. There are also mythological 
characters from other tribes. We have 
infused a lot of traditionalism into their 
looks and styles. Our super heroes are 
based on traditional characters.

Why do you prefer the online me-
dium for accessibility of your products?

Yes, online because it is easy for ev-
eryone. Everybody has a mobile phone, 
and Internet is everywhere, no matter 
where you are in the world. What we are 
building our product into an international 
brand.

How big is the comic business in Nige-
ria and has it gained acceptance?

Yes it is. Well, as you can see this is 
comic event and the place is full. We have 
a lot of fans and people are really buying 
into us. I have been in the comic business 
for three years now. It has been getting 
better and we thank God for it.

Where do you see your company in 
the next five years?

I see us being able to trade or do busi-
ness where any company in the world 
that sells comics is doing business. I see us 
with the DCs and the Marvels, whereby if 
you go to a stand anywhere in the world 
and you will find our comic books there. 

of the Nigerian people. We have huge fol-
lowership, we have huge fans, but we do 
not have the support from government or 
from corporate institutions. Recently, we 
had one or two companies like First Bank 
advertise in our products. One or two of 
them are talking to us presently. Over the 
past three years, we mostly did it on our 
own. So, if we had more infrastructures 
here supporting and helping us push the 
African dream, then more African cre-
atives will move forward.

Are there companies branding their 
products with comics?

Yes, we have endorsements with for-
eign companies. For example, we have 
Aviva, which is run by foreigners from 
Singapore. They make exercise books in 
the Nigerian market. They have signed a 
licence with us, which is renewable every 
two years. They put our characters on ex-
ercise books they give out in schools. We 
have done comics for NGOs too. There is 
a Nigerian NGO that focuses on malaria; 
we have created comic books to create 
awareness on malaria. We have done 
comic books for mathematics in schools 
and for private institutions. They engaged 
us to do products for their people. But we 
have not had any support such as a major 
sponsor advertising in our comic books.

What stands your comic works out 
from the rest?

It is simply the fact that we focus on 
our heritage; our characters are Nigerian, 
and that separates us from international 
comic books. We tell super hero stories 
from a Nigerian perspective. We have a 
super hero whose alter ego name is Tunde 
Jaiye. Super heroes are based on tradi-
tional characters. Our edge over others is 
that we meet international standards in 
telling our Nigerian stories. You can take 
our comic books and place them side by 
side foreign books and you won’t spot the 



Why 76’ is ‘Best Overall Movie’ in AMVCA 2017

G
ulping about N600 million 
in shooting and production 
that spanned over 91 days, 
besides cast and crew who 
were all trained for 21 days 

by instructors from the Nigerian De-
fence Academy, 76’ has all going for it.

Shot in 16mm for over three months 
days in the ancient city of Ibadan, the 
movie is set six years after the Nigerian 
civil war, and about 118 cans of film 
were used during the shoot.

As well, a total of 11 vintage cars 
were used in the movie, which broke 
record as the first film in Nigerian his-
tory to be shot inside the barracks with 
real life and archived footages.

Shot with the approval and support 
from the Nigerian Army, 76’ featured 
200 cast and crew members who were 
on set of the movie for over three 
months.

When it was released, it came out 
with a bang at cinemas and in its second 
week of release, it still topped the charts 
and selling out audiences. Completely 
sold out in the cinemas, 76’ is the first 
Nollywood film to get an international 
sales and distribution deal.

Truly, the quality of the film generat-
ed the buzz, as it left audiences wowed 
by the high production standards it has 
set.  As well, the acting was perfect as 
Rita Dominic and Ramsey Nouah put 
up such stellar performances that gave 
their fans another reason to celebrate 
them, and they won over a new legion 
of movie enthusiasts.

O f course, many who never watched 
Nigerian films before have been con-
verted after watching 76’. It is not the 
usual comedy or Nollywood film but it 
has all the moments of laughter, action, 
pain, tears and downright edge of your 
seat excitement all wrapped into one.

With all these going for it, 76’ im-
pressed with a superlative performance 
at the Africa Magic Viewers’ Choice 
Awards (AMVCA) 2017 held at Eko 
Hotel and Suite, Victoria Island, Lagos 
last Saturday March 4, 2017.

With nomination in 14 categories 
and eventually winning in four cat-
egories including; Best Director (movie/
TV series), which went to Izu Ojukwu, 
and finally, the Best Overall Movie, the 
movie 76” , so far, is worth the efforts of 
the cast and crew and the investments 
of the producers.

Explaining the feat achieved by 76’ 
at 5th annual Africa Magic Viewers 
Choice Awards, John Ugbe, managing 
director, MultiChoice Nigeria, said at 
his remarks during the awards that 
the 2017 edition of the awards had 103 
nominees from different African par-
ticipating countries. But at the grand 
finale, a total of 35 actors and actresses 
in the various categories emerged win-
ners of the 2017 edition of the AMVCA.

Thanking  AMVCA sponsors includ-
ing MTN, GLO and Top, Ugbe explained 
that the process that produced winners 
of the awards were based on objec-
tivity, fairness and credibility on the 
nominees. “The viewers and judges of 
the nominees played major roles in the 
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She wants the young people to be 
taught histories and events of Nigeria 
to appreciate cultural heritage of the 
country, and was happy to participate 
in a movie that is set to preserve history 
of Nigeria.

“It is very important that we teach 
our children the event/histories that 
shape this country”, Dominic insisted.

selection of the winners”.
While receiving the award, Rita 

Dominic, winner of Best Actress In 
A Drama (movie/tv series) also with 
76’, commended the organisers of the 
AMVCA awards and Africa Magic 
television viewers for recognizing her 
contributions toward the development 
of the movie industry.

Of course, the cast and crew, Izu 
Ojukwu, the director, Tonye Princewill, 
executive producer and even the Nige-
rian Army are all winners in this movie 
that changed the face of Nollywood 
locally and internationally.

Well, the growing fans are still ex-
pectant of another stellar production 
for the 2018 AMVCA.
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Panaramic promotes Nigerian history, 
culture through comic depiction

A 
man who does not know where 
the rain began to beat him cannot 
say where he dried his body,” the 
late Nigerian novelist, Chinua 
Achebe, famously said. By this, 

he underlines the utmost importance of his-
tory to any society.

One way of sustaining a people’s history is 
by handing it down from generation to genera-
tion. As one generation gets old, it is imperative 
that the next generation becomes equipped 
with knowledge of where they come from so 
as to know where they are heading to. 

The passing of the historic torch, therefore, 
is an inevitable part of life, which necessitates 
the proper education of children and youths 
on their various histories.

This obligation is what Panaramic En-
tertainment Ltd., a Nigerian comic book 
publisher, hopes to fulfil by passing the torch 
down to students through a series of comic 
books on Nigerian history and culture titled 
“Okiojo’s Chronicles”. 

“Okiojo’s Chronicles”, a historical comic 
book series promoting and preserving Ni-
gerian history and culture, is marketed as a 
mix between education and entertainment 
expressed in comic book format.

Panaramic was founded in 2007 by Tunji 
Anjorin, Rotimi Anjorin, and Oriteme Banigo 
with the aim of developing, producing, and 
distributing comic books for the Nigerian read-
ing public and exporting these comics as local 
content to international markets.

The launch of “Queen Amina Part II” comic 
book served as a good stepping stone for com-
panies and organisations who felt the need to 
give back to the society that they have both 

given to and benefitted from. The event was 
hosted by Smooth 98.1 FM’s Sope Martins and 
held in conjunction with Guardian Nigeria, 
Ethan & Harriet and Sweet Sensation. It was 
attended by various schools from around 
Lagos, and children were able to mix with cor-
porations and discuss Queen Amina’s impact 
in the promotion of female empowerment 
and were also given talks on how to succeed 
in contemporary Nigeria.

Panaramic’s “Queen Amina Part II” launch 
was well received as students who attended 
from various schools expressed their keen 
interest in knowing, understanding and 
promoting Nigerian history. This echoed 
the ethos of Panaramic, which is to promote 
Nigerian history and culture through comic 
depiction. 

Following the successful outing, it is 
evident that Nigerian history needs to be pro-
moted to students in order to keep the flames 
of Nigerian history alight. There is a pressing 
need for our culture to be preserved through 
active promotion, and Panaramic is bridging 
the gap through its comic collection.

The comic series was created by Oriteme 
Banigo, written by Adeniyi Adeniji, with art 
by Sunkanmi Akinboye, colours by Harriet 
Ekwueme, and Tunji Anjorin as editor-in-chief.

“Okiojo’s Chronicles Year 1” has covered 
Queen Amina of Zaria (Parts I & II) which de-
picts the courageous and gallant warrior that 
Amina was in Northern Nigeria. 

“Okiojo’s Chronicles Year 1” also includes 
“Oduduwa: The Story of the Yoruba” and “1897: 
The Benin Kingdom”.

King Sunny Ade embarks on Thank You Tour

 
Following the success of December’s 
‘Sunny On Sunday’ Concert, Juju 
maestro, King Sunny Ade, embarked 
on a thank you tour to some emi-

nent Nigerians for their various roles 
culminating in the success of his 70th 
Birthday Grandstand Concert.

Although it has been several weeks 
since the event held at Balmoral Mar-
quee, Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria 
Island, the ‘Sunny On Sunday’ Concert 
left a huge mark as one of the most 
talked about events to be witnessed 
in the country. During the historic 
event, King Sunday’s Vintage Fender 
guitar, designed by the artist Victor 

Ehikhamenor, sold for a record N52.1 
million.

 During his two-day, thank you tour, 
the Juju maestro crisscrossed Lagos and 
Abuja in the company of the Temple 
Management team, led by Idris Olorun-
nimbe, the CEO/ founder.

 At each of his stops, the juju maestro 
donated KSA branded materials to his 
VIP guests, which included the Minister 
of Power, Works and Housing, Baba-
tunde Raji Fashola, SAN, Minister of In-
formation and Culture, Lai Mohammed, 
Minister of Mines and Steel, Kayode 
Fayemi, the current and previous MD/
CEOs of Access Bank, Herbert Wigwe 

and Aigboje Aig-Imoukhuede as well as 
the Chairman, Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS), Tunde Fowler.

Other host on the whistle-stop 
tour included His Royal Majesty Oba 
Saheed Ademola Elegushi and Victor 
Ehikhamenor who painted his famous 
guitar.

The final visit was made to Baba-
tunde Folawiyo, Chairman, Temple 
Management Company, who revealed 
that the ‘Sunny on Sunday’ was the 
product of an 11-year old covenant 
between he and KSA.

 “I have always been a Sunny Ade 
fan,” Mr. Folawiyo said. “We have the 
bad habit, as a nation, of celebrating 
only the dead. It was one of the proudest 
moments of my life for Temple Manage-
ment to have the honour to serenade a 
living icon such as KSA.”

Olorunnimbe, added that despite 
time constraints, the Temple Manage-
ment Company were able to deliver a 
technically flawless production.

Another major highpoint of King 
Sunny visit was at the Ministry of In-
formation and Culture where His Excel-
lency, Lai Mohammed, announced that 
King Sunny Ade would be made one of 
the ambassadors of the ‘Change begins 
With Me’ campaign.

Visual arts is focus 
on Glo-sponsored 
African Voices this 
week

V
isual arts, particu-
lar photography and 
paintings, will be the 
subject of interest in 

this week’s CNN African Voices.  
Sponsor of the program, Globa-
com, national telecommunica-
tions operator, says the episode 
will xray the works and talents 
of African iconoclasts who are 
using the art to communicate 
while creating aesthetics plea-
sure for connoisseurs.

The show airs at 10.30 a.m. on 
Friday. Viewers can also watch 
the repeat editions at 2.30 p.m. 
on Saturday, 12.30 a.m. and 7.30 
p.m. on Sunday, 11:30 p.m. on 
Sunday and 5.30 a.m. on Tues-
day.

Globacom quotes CNN’s vi-
gnette on the show as saying 
that fine artists have demon-
strated that a blank canvas is 
just the start of a grand master-
piece, saying that “Whether it 
is capturing the personality of 
a person through photographs 
or adorning alleyways with 
thought provoking imagery, 
they are using their skills to cre-
ate beauty”.

As usual, three talents will 
be on the programme includ-
ing Senegalese photographer, 
a South African painter and 
another photographer from 
Rwanda.

The Senegalese draws inspira-
tion from her beachside town 
to create snapshots that have 
been exhibited in several cities 
around the world.

From Senegal, the searchlight 
moves to Cape Town, South 
Africa, to reveal a world-re-
nowned artist “who uses ev-
erything from gallery walls to 
street murals as a means of self-
expression”.

While the third guest is 
Rwandan photographer who 
CNN says is using his work to 
show the rapid change happen-
ing in the heart of the country’s 
capital city, Kigali.

This edition promises to inter-
est both experts and ordinary 
people , according to Globacom.
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Night out @ J5 Lounge 

I
n truth and with-
out bias, senti-
ments or favour, 
there may not be 
any club/bar/res-

taurant like J.5 lounge in 
the whole of the Ancient 
City of Ajegunle as far as 
outdoor and indoor re-
laxation spot is concern. 
In fact, some renowned 
outdoor leisure spots in 
excusive areas of Lagos 
may find trouble with-
standing the fire power 
of J5 should it extends 
its frontier to such areas. 

Like the proverbial 
two sides of a coin, J5, in 
the same vein, has two 
stories to tell-the out-
door spot where the lan-
guage is extreme bizarre 
and its indoor lounge 
where it’s another weird 
at a higher level. For its 
outdoor, the lounge is 
a place of absolute and 
profound structure; cre-
ated in such an outdoor 
style to conveniently ac-
commodate appreciable 
numbers of customers. 

J5’s exhilarating and 
over whelming night 
vibes is such a feeling 

and armed mobile po-
licemen, particularly on 
days when super stars 
are guests at J5. Security 
cameras are adequately 
installed in and around 
the premises to spot ‘Ju-
dases’ with criminal ten-
dencies.

At J5 lounge, bbq, 
asun, assorted pepper 
soup, nkwobi, isi ewu, 
and related Afr ican 
menu are available; wine 
and spirit of different 
categories and brands; 
soft drinks to meet the 
varying taste of custom-
ers. J5 is really set to 
make name for itself! 

J.5 is located 32, Bale 
Street, in the heat of 
Olodi Apapa, Lagos, 
has comedian nights 
Tuesday; ladies nights 
Wednesday; while fun-
fairs during weekends 
are unlimited. Celebri-
ties likes: K-Switch; Five-
Star records supers. The 
list of stars.   

that makes customers 
gobble deep into the 
night without realiz-
ing how far the night 
has gone. From 8: pm, 
particularly Weekends, 
it would not be out of 
place to likened J5’s en-
vironment to that of a 
Christmas Eve; with the 
bubbling disco light daz-
zling the whole area! As 
the peak hours (9 and 
10) approaches, human 
and vehicular gridlock 
also gradually builds up 
on the street of J5 due 
to the numerous high 
caliber customers that 
patronizes the bar/club; 
customers of all profes-
sion addicted to night 
life. Politicians, lawyers, 

thrilled customer to 
have a sit, it’s indeed a 
reflection of VIP. Even 
the waitresses waiting on 
the VIPs are distinctively 
kitted differently from 
their counterparts wait-
ing on customers at the 
outdoor section. 

Frankly speaking, J5 is 
a place of real entertain-
ment. Although, its mu-
sical vibes are the same 
at both the outer and 
inner lounges in terms 
of sieving the noise from 
the lyrics, the resonance 
at the VIP is peculiarly 
peculiar; in the sense 
that the heaviness of 
the echo appears ready 
to rip the heart out of 
its seat and yet refresh-
ingly tender to the ear. 
The lyrical blend is truly 
‘gyratively’ superb!       

Suspected touts and 
miscreants are not al-
lowed entry; they are 
resisted at the gate by 
well built private guards 

engineers, doctors, stu-
dents, even journalists 
are not exempted-where 
they traditionally as-
semble at J5 to take ad-
vantage of the naturally 
inducing atmosphere to 
refresh the body and its 
soul; with gifted musical  
DJs remixing to calibrate 
the entire atmosphere to 
the delight of custom-
ers. TV sets hang on ev-
ery corner beaming live 
football matches simul-
taneously; and when-
ever matches involving 
Nigerian national teams 
and big European teams, 
‘electrifying’ may not be 
sufficient word to de-
scribe J5’s milieu. 

     But then, J5 is not 

a place for the shy and 
quite fellow who crave 
tranquil atmosphere. 
It is a peculiar bizarre 
environment that only 
the gyrators could de-
rive maximum pleasure 
from. 

J5’s VIP special indoor 
bar appears created to 
separate the ‘boys’ from 
the ‘men’; men who are 
ready to spend more 
cash for same products 
sold cheaper at the outer 
lounge. But services at 
J5’s VIP are also excus-
ive and this exclusivity 
is reflected in obvious 
dimensions to service 
the ego of its customers. 
From the porch cage 
leading the customer 
to the first floor where 
the VIP lounge is, with 
the customer’s feet gra-
ciously welcomed by 
staircase dazzling lights, 
to the lounge itself where 
executive couches ap-
peals to the already 
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Suspected touts and miscreants 
are not allowed entry; they are 
resisted at the gate by well built 
private guards and armed mobile 
policemen, particularly on days 
when super stars are guests at J5. 
Security cameras are adequate-
ly installed in and around the 
premises to spot ‘Judases’ with 
criminal tendencies
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Calabar Marina Resort, beauty 
by the riverside

T
he exhilaration begins 
as you turn into the road 
by the Central Bank in 
Calabar, off the city’s 
11/11 Roundabout. Driv-

ing down, the road is straight, then 
it makes a left turn that looks like 
a ‘U’ by the lush green and well 
manicured lawn. It is a drive that 
lasts just seconds and brings you 
to a gate manned by agile young 
men who conduct a search on all 
vehicles entering this place of pure 
pleasure; Calabar Marina Resort.

As you drive in, a canopy of 
trees greet you, just like the tire-
less mass of water driven back 
and forth by tides, grab your at-
tention and compel you to indulge 
further. There are options and that 
is exactly what will tickle your 
fancy about this place, opened to 
the public on May 26, 2007 by the 
enigmatic Donald Duke, former 
governor of Cross River State. In 
2014, a few add-ons to the origi-
nal concept and the tenacity of 
Pro-Leisure Plus, the company 
managing the facility, have given 
the Resort a new eloquence that 
gels like bread and butter.

If you do get to Tortuga Island, 
better grab a seat, recline in it, 
make an order, let your eyes pan 
around and no matter how strong 
the pull is, do not let your thoughts 
wander off because this exquisite 
place is better enjoyed when taken 
in whole. Tortuga Island is not an 
island in the real sense, but the 
famed sit-in or sit-out in the Resort. 
As the Cross River water laps allur-
ingly on the well fortified edges of 
Tortuga Island, long rows of well-
trimmed flower hedges ‘enforce’ 
walk ways, places to sit, decorum 
and a total package that soothes 
indulgence are very obvious. Ah, 
there is also a well-stocked bar, ex-

pertly roasted fish and a few other 
things you need to explore on your 
own. If you decide to check in 
with a loved one, never ever miss 
the long walk down the Island, 
mumbling sweet nothings, stop-
ping for a kiss, chasing what you 
have already caught or just pure 
fence mending talk. Whatever you 
choose to do, this place is and will 

happily be your accomplice.
Walk a few steps away from 

Tortuga Island and meet the past 
in the present. A carefully put 
together Slave History Museum 
with life-like simulations gives you 
a perfect peep into the dark world 
of slavery. The guided tour through 
the various artificial chambers in 
the museum can be spine chilling. 

It is often never out of place to see 
a few persons come out of the mu-
seum teary eyed; the thoroughness 
and effects meticulously built into 
this museum, something you may 
never find in any other museum 
in Nigeria, is the reason this scene 
repeatedly plays out.

Not done yet, grab a ticket and 
walk straight into the majestic 
embrace of the Resort’s cinema. 
Make your movie pick, grab some 
pop corn, a soft drink and get your 
money’s worth. The movies you 
will see are top of the draw Nol-
lywood and Hollywood movies. 
Even though I say so, the movies 
are not restricted to the two ‘film 
streets’, good movies from outside 
of these two, do make a command-
ing appearance on the big high 
definition screen experience this 
cinema offers. You better go soak 
up in a good movie…it doesn’t hurt, 
it is just in the pocket.

Now the kids get to enjoy a 
fantastic time in the new game hall 
or flex like tomorrow is just but 
a whisper away, on the carousel. 
What they have for the kids has 
been carefully selected to keep 
them spell bound. Entertain no 
fears, the Resort has experienced 
and well-trained attendants on the 
ground to ensure your kids do not 

put a good foot in the wrong place.
Come on now, you can also take 

a boat ride and enjoy a real high 
octane treat. The ride cost little or 
nothing and could see you com-
mute to Tinapa or go enjoy fresh 
palmwine on the other side of the 
river. When you get back, plantain 
and bushmeat is served, not too far 
from where you get off the boat. If 
you still have some space in your 
stomach, ‘suya’, that famous meat 
kebab is also freshly done on the 
side for chewing options. However, 
a trip to the resort is not complete 
without having a nice time at the 
Atlantic Bar and Lounge.

Step into the Atlantic Bar and 
Lounge, open from 2pm all week 
and enjoy the silky sounds drop-
ping from the in-house DJ’s wheels 
of steel. He drops the sounds with 
precise musical abandonment, 
strips you bare of the boredom that 
came with you and then takes you 
several notches up the pleasure 
tree. It is indeed the Resort’s way 
of helping you give yourself a treat.

In such an expansive facility 
where extensive space has been 
created for multi-purpose reasons, 
the thrill never stops and those 
who constantly go there return 
visits because the Marina Resort is 
an excellent place for anyone to be.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Badagry woos tourism, hospitality 
investors with economic summit

I
n a concerted effort tar-
geted at showcasing the 
numerous tourism poten-
tials of the ancient town 
of Badagry, and opening 

up the city for investment, the 
Badagry Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau (B CVB) is set to 
host it maiden event since its 
inception last year.  Speaking 
on the readiness of the bureau 
for potential investments in the 
boundary town through the 
economic summit, Temidayo 
Hephzibah, director of mar-
keting and administration of 
BCVB, said the bureau is set to 
blaze the trail with its Economic 
Summit, which is billed to hold 
from March 23-24, 2017, at the 
Administrative Staff College of 
Nigeria (ASCON) Conference 
hall, Topo, Badagry.

“The summit is to open to the 
world the investment opportu-
nities that abound in Badagry 
and for deliberations on how 
best to harness and explore the 
investment potential around 
Badagry economy”, Hephzibah 
said.

The governor of Lagos State, 
Akinwunmi Ambode, who has 
shown keen interest in the 
development of Badagry is ex-
pected to lead a powerful team of 
the state’s administrators to the 

plore investment opportunities 
in the area, adding that the sum-
mit would showcase the abun-
dant investment opportunities 
in Badagry so as to lure investors 
and tourists to the area.

“There is no doubt that in-
vestment opportunities abound 
in Badagry, we have all it takes 
for investors to invest in. The 
community is blessed with rich 
historical and cultural heritage, 
crude oil, serene beaches, co-
conut plantation, seaport and 
massive land for development.’’

for investment and leisure activi-
ties. The summit will also bring 
together regional and interna-
tional industry experts including 
investors to discuss investments 
opportunities around Badagry 
and other coastal neighbourhood 
of Lagos State such as Epe and 
Ikorodu.

Speaking further on the two 
days event, Ashamu Sewanu 
Fadipe, managing director of 
the bureau, said that top tourism 
experts and investors are being 
canvassed for the summit to ex-

summit, which is themed: ‘Un-
leashing Investment Opportuni-
ties around Historic and Coastal 
Zones of Epe and Badagry’.

Other speakers and guests 
expected at the summit include; 
Senator Tokunboh Afikuyomi, 
former Commissioner for Tour-
ism, Lagos State, Chris Illoh, 
group managing director, OBED 
Group,  Hakeem Olanrewaju, for-
mer chairman, CRFFN,  Professor 
Femi Pearse, founder and CEO, 
Whispering Palms, David Skor 
of APM Terminals, Sunny Ajose, 
former Head of Service, Lagos 
State,  Ashade Akinyemi, Lagos 
State Commissioner for Finance, 
and Wanle Akinboboye, founder 
and president,  La Campagne 
Tropicana Beach Resort.

The bureau with major man-
date of marketing Badagry as 
a tourist destination, said it is 
poised to bringing together rele-
vant stakeholders, investors and 
major players in the economy, 
both at the private and public 
sectors to Badagary to witness 
this historic event, which he said 
would a bi-annual celebration of 
Badagry.

“Badagary Economic Summit 
is a bi-annual platform estab-
lished by Badagary Convention 
and Visitors Bureau to create 
economic opportunities sur-

rounding the ancient city blessed 
with several natural economic 
endowments.

“This Summit is designed to 
bring together corporate organ-
isations and individuals to share 
ideas about Badagry opportu-
nities. Epe become part of the 
maiden edition of the summit be-
cause of its similarity in terms of 
history, location and resources.

“The main objective of the 
summit is to provide direction 
into the reality of making Bada-
gry an international market hub 

Obinna Ekezie, ounder/group managing director, Wakanow

…as founder emerges Travel Man of the Year

Wakanow set for honour at Port Harcourt Banataba

O
binna Ekezie, founder/
group managing direc-
tor, Wakanow, has been 
named Travel Man of 

the Year at the 2016 ATQ Travel 
Personality awards scheduled to 
hold on March 16, 2017 in Port 
Harcourt.  

Organized by African Trav-
el Quarterly, a member of the 
African Travel Media Group, 
in conjunction with Akwaaba 
Travel Market, the annual award 
is renowned as one of the most 
recognized platforms for assessing 
corporate and individual contribu-
tion to the growth of the Nigerian 
travel and tourism sector.

According to the organizers, 
the Wakanow boss won the keen-
ly contested award on account 
of his relentless drive in building 
one of Africa’s largest and most 
respected travel brands with sub-
sidiaries in the UK, Dubai and US. 
The company’s large-scale global 
expansion roll-out, which gained 
momentum in 2016, was adjudged 
as a bold and audacious move 
in the face of Nigeria’s gloomy 
economy.

Obinna is expected to join fel-

low winners, including Ben Ayade, 
governor of Cross River State, and 

other leading stakeholders in the 
African travel space at the 2017 

Port Harcourt Bantaba for the of-
ficial award presentation and gala.

In a statement signed by Vic-
toria Onwubiko, chief marketing 
officer, Wakanow, the manage-
ment of the company stated that 
the award is a testament to the 
Company’s innovative approach 
to delivering the most compelling 
travel solutions to her teeming 
markets, leveraging on its high-end 
technology and excellent customer 
service models.

“As a company, we are very 
excited by this award particu-
larly because it is a confirmation 
of our prime position as Nigeria’s 
first and largest travel company. 
We are further buoyed by the 
understanding that our efforts 
in building one of Africa’s most 
iconic travel conglomerates have 
continued to attract recognition 
from far and wide, reinforcing our 
leadership as a respected player in 
the African travel space. 

“We do not take these swarm-
ing recognitions for granted, and 
we will continue to raise the bar 
many notches higher, especially 
in creating superior consumer ex-
periences for our valued customers 

and stakeholders,” she said. 
Wakanow, which already oper-

ates commercial offices in Nigeria 
and Ghana, as well as, service out-
lets in Dubai and the UK, recently 
announced plans to officially com-
mence operations in the UK and 
expand its fast-growing portfolio 
of travel services to the European 
market with special focus on 
African travels powered by her 
DestinationsAfrica(R) platform.

Wakanow is a rising star on the 
African Tourism scene and Nige-
ria’s No. 1 travel booking company. 
Wakanow has won many awards, 
including the Tony Elumelu’s fast-
est growing company awards, a 
host of Industry led Awards and 
more recently, the CNBC Busi-
ness Leader of the Year award 
which went to Obinna Ekezie, the 
founder and managing director. 
Wakanow has strong affiliations 
with hundreds of hotels and air-
lines globally and has facilitated 
over 800,000 travel bookings since 
inception in 2008. Leveraging 
heavily on technology and accel-
erated customer service models, 
Wakanow is rapidly changing the 
face of travel in Africa.   
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SAA enlightens Nigeria partners on 
how to diversify market strategies 

S
outh African 
Airways (SAA), 
Africa’s most 
awarded air-
line has harped 

on the importance of 
its travel partners to 
explore multiple ways 
of generating revenue 
to increase their profit 
base.

The call was made 
at  a forum held at 
Federal Palace Hotel, 
Victoria Island, Lagos. 
The aim of the forum 
was to enlighten and 
e ducate the travel 
partners on how to 
develop new market-
ing campaign strate-
gies beyond their core 
service of ticket sales 
to its customers.

South African Air-
ways used the oppor-
tunity to explain its 
passenger and cargo 
services to the travel 
partners, stressing the 
need for them to diver-
sify from solely issuing 
passenger travel tickets 
to assisting clients with 

cargo services.
According to Kemi 

Leke-Bamtefa, National 
Sales Manager of South 
African Airways in Ni-
geria; “we realized that 
many of our travel part-
ners are concentrating 
more on issuing travel 
passenger tickets. In this 
current tough economic 
situation in the coun-
try, we see the need to 
enlighten and educate 
the travel partners to 
diversify their ways to 
attract multiple sources 
of revenue from the 
travel industry.

This is why we are 
engaging the travel 
trade today to enlighten 
them specifically about 
South African Airways 
cargo which is a glob-

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
Airport, Johannesburg 
to Mauritius which the 
Lagos flight can easily 
connect.

To encourage the 
travel trade to sell the 
Mauritius destination 
flying South African 
Airways from Lagos, the 
National Sales Manager 
stated that any partner 
who sells 10 or more 
travel tickets to the des-
tination from 1st to 30th 
March will win two 
tickets to Mauritius.

Another important 
piece of information is 
the fact that Nigerian 
travel partners can en-
courage their clients 
to fly South African 
Airways to any part of 
the world as there is no 
need for a transit visa 
for passengers travel-
ing beyond the South 
African borders.

SAA Voyager, the 
reward system for con-
sistently flying South 
African Airways con-
tinues to get more at-
tractive. Since 1994 
when the Voyager was 
launched till date, in-
credible benefits such 

as priority boarding, 
priority waitlist, lounge 
access, preferential 
check in and priority 
seats are a few of the 
incredible benefits pas-
sengers can get while 
c onsistently flying 
South African Airways 
and becoming a Voy-
ager member.

To express its com-
mitted to the Nigerian 
market, the airline in 
mid- December 2016, 
introduced a brand new 
A330-300 aircraft on 
the Lagos – Johannes-
burg route.

Nigerian travellers 
are currently enjoying 
46 premium business 
class and 203 econo-
my class seating. The 
business class cabins 
is in a staggered 1-2-1 
configuration, offering 
increased privacy and 
providing all business 
class passengers with 
direct access to the aisle. 
The 203 newly designed 
economy class slim-line 
seats have extra person-
al space and generous 
legroom for traveling 
comfort.

Passengers to experience more 
comfort as emirates unveil enhanced 
a380 onboard lounge

E
mirates will launch 
a series of new cab-
in products and en-
hancements in 2017 

for both its A380 and Boeing 
777 fleet.

The multi-million dol-
lar cabin interiors upgrade 
programme includes an 
enhanced onboard Lounge 

ates’ A380 offering.  Partic-
ularly on long-haul flights, 
our customers tell us they 
appreciate the opportunity 
to stretch their legs and 
mingle in the relaxed, yet 
classy lounge area.

“Since we first launched 
the product in 2008, our 
A380 Onboard Lounge has 

private yacht cabins, and 
amongst other thoughtful 
touches, we have increased 
the seating space, and also 
made it more intimate and 
conducive for our passen-
gers to socialise or enjoy our 
lounge service.”

The new Emirates A380 
Onboard Lounge will make 
its first public appearance 
at the Emirates Infinite Pos-
sibilities stand during ITB 
Berlin, one of the world’s 
largest tourism trade fairs. 
It is currently being in-
stalled onto one of Emirates’ 
brand new A380 aircraft at 
Airbus’ facilities, and will 
make its operational debut 
in July 2017.

While retaining the 
trademark hors esho e-
shaped bar, Emirates’ latest 
A380 Onboard Lounge will 
offer more seating space 
with a new seating arrange-
ment along the windows 
on both sides of the bar. In-
spired by private yacht cab-
ins, each seating area will 
have a table and window 
view. Overall, the lounge 
can comfortably accom-
modate up to 26 passengers 
at a time, including 8 seated.

ally recognized cargo 
service provider that 
helps in the movement 
of goods and products 
from any corners of 
Nigeria to any part of 
the world”.

She disclosed that 
in order to encourage 
the travel partners, the 
airline has introduced 
a special agency ticket 
fare, high incentives 
and commissions for 
its travel trade partners 
that will be able to meet 
South African Airways 
set sales target in 2017.

The South African 
national carrier also 
used the forum to re-
iterate to the travel 
partners the multiple 
route networks of des-
tinations adding that 

the airline fly beyond 
Lagos- Johannesburg.

For instance, she said 
South African Airways 
easily connects passen-
gers from Lagos to Perth 
in Australia, Sao Paulo 
in Brazil, Hong Kong, 
Mauritius, Washington 
and New York in the 
USA as well as other 
destinations.

It was also high-
lighted at the event 
that Mauritius is visa 
free for Nigerian trav-
elers thus offering a 
great opportunity for 
the Nigerian travel 
trade to market the 
destination to increase 
revenue. South Afri-
can Airways has two 
flights daily from OR 
Tambo International 

Nigerian air force, aIB to 
partner on air safety

T
he Nigerian Air Force 
and Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau on 
Tuesday in Abuja 

agreed to explore areas of 
cooperation to enhance avia-
tion safety in the country.

This was a fallout of the 
meeting between the leader-
ship of the two bodies when 
Akin Olateru, the new Com-
missioner/Chief Executive 
Officer of AIB, paid a courtesy 
call on the Chief of Air Staff, 
Air Vice Marshal Sadique 
Abubakar in the latter’s office 
in Abuja.

The Chief of Air Staff who 
lauded the role of AIB in pro-
moting safety in the aviation 
industry said the Air Force 
would be willing to extend 
its human and material re-
sources to the Bureau and 
urged its management to 
identify the needed areas of 
assistance.

According to the Chief of 
Air Staff, “accident is what 
nobody wants but in aviation 
it happens sometimes despite 
every effort made to prevent 
it”, adding that “we need to 
deal with issues before ac-
cident happens.”

AVM Abubakar said the 
Nigerian Air Force has up-
graded its medical and train-

gone through small but suc-
cessive enhancements in 
line with customer feedback 
to increase the amount of 
space for our customers 
to interact in the lounge. 
In our latest revamp, we 
have taken inspiration from 

for its flagship Airbus A380 
aircraft.

Sir Tim Clark, President 
Emirates Airline said: “The 
A380 Onboard Lounge is 
hugely popular with our 
customers, and has become 
an iconic feature of Emir-

ing facilities spread across the 
country to boost its capacity 
to respond promptly and ef-
fectively to emergencies.

Training of Air Force of-
ficers, he said has been up-
graded, especially for the pilots 
and engineers who, according 
to him, were given decent ac-
commodation to ensure they 
were focused on safety.

He said, “We are provid-
ing decent accommodation 
for the officers flying and 
maintaining our aircraft. 
We train, provide facilities, 
seminars and make sure our 
hospitals are okay, we do 
medical evaluations. We have 
evaluations, once quarterly 
for our pilots where they 
take written tests to make 
sure they are up to task. Same 
thing for our engineers.”

He invited AIB to be part 
of safety evaluation so as to 
have independent assess-
ment from an outsider. “We 
need to have simulations of 
accidents to see the gaps and 
see what to be done. You may 
have excellent plan but when 
it comes to execution, it is a 
different thing.”

Earlier in his remarks,  
Olateru  commended the 
Nigerian Air Force for Its for-
midable role in  aviation and 

in the defence of the nation.
The AIB boss stressed the 

importance of a stronger re-
lationship between the two 
bodies adding that the Air 
Force is strategically placed to 
help during emergencies with 
its facilities spread across the 
country.

He canvassed for coop-
eration in human capital 
development and emergency 
response.

“There are a lot you can do 
for us in training. We know 
you don’t joke with training in 
Nigerian Air Force. We need 
to have cooperation with you 
in developing human capital. 
We also need a documented 
emergency response plan in 
which you can play a very 
critical rolle”’, said Olateru.

Working together, he said 
will help AIB in fulfilling its 
mandate of accident investi-
gation and prevention.

The AIB boss offered the 
Air Force the opportunity to 
use the Bureau’s flight labo-
ratory for its incident and 
accident purposes just as 
the Chief of Staff pledged 
to post an officer to work 
in AIB as done to Nigerian 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) and some 
other agencies.



FG Inaugurates supply chain committee for PHCs to fast-track efficiency

I
n line with its target of revi-
talization of 10,000 Primary 
Health

Centres (PHCs) across the 
country, the Federal Govern-
ment on Thursday inaugurated 
the Supply Chain Revitalisation 
Committee for PHCS with the 
mandate to ensure a robust sup-
ply chain for drugs, vaccines and 
other commodities for Primary 
Health Centres.

Isaac Adewole, Minister of 
Health, at the inauguration said 
that the committee is expected to 
guide and advice the government 
on issues of procurement, storage, 
distribution and monitoring of 
commodities, as well as make rec-
ommendations to the government 
on ways to ensure affordable pric-
ing for PHCS commodities.

He informed further that the 
efficiency of the work of the com-
mittee would further facilitate 

confidence building in Nigeria’s 
collaborations with international 
partners, since they would have a 
report and data of work done.

“This supply system would 
ensure we function within the 
national logistic framework of 
the health system, and ensure ac-
curate data to show proof of work 
done, and to ensure healthier 
collaboration with development 
partners. If there is no data, devel-
opment partners would tell you 
we cannot pay for there is no data,” 
Adewole said.

Members of the committee are 
supply chain experts drawn from 
the Federal Ministry of Health and 
key development partners such 
as UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, BMGF, 
USAID and CHAI.

Meanwhile, the Minister of 
Heath at a separate event also com-
missioned equipment donated to 
the National Primary Health Care 
Development Agencies, which 

O
ut of the 87,000 reg-
istered doctors on 
the Nigerian Medical 
Association’s register, 
only 35,000 are ac-

tively practising in the country, 
spelling danger for a health sector 
already suffering poor funding, 
unmotivated workforce and lack 
of medical facilities.

“Since inception, I mean since 
when the register was opened, we 
have above 87,000 registered doc-
tors but those actively practicing 
are about 35,000,” Mike Ogorima, 
president of Nigerian Medical As-
sociation, tells BDSUNDAY.

Ogorima said the association 
was uncertain about the number of 
those practising abroad since some 
of the names on the register could 
either be dead or have stopped 
practice. He alluded to the fact 
that a serious crisis was imminent 
considering the huge number of 
doctors going to practice abroad.

It gets worse. Nigeria with a 
population of over 170 million has 
only 35,000 registered doctors. Of 
this figure, 70 percent practise in 
urban areas where only 30 percent 
of the populace lives.

The implication of this is that 
Nigeria’s doctor-patient ratio is 
among the worst in the world 
currently hovering above 50,000 
patients to one doctor rather than 
recommended 1:600 ratio. This 
limits access to quality healthcare 
to millions of Nigerians.
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Crisis looms as 50,000 registered Nigerian 
doctors are unaccounted for

 Sunday  12 March  2017

…NMA fears more now practice abroad than at home

Nigeria ne e ds more than 
237,000 medical doctors to meet 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
standard doctor-patient ratio but 
each year Nigeria’s universities 
produce less than 3,000 doctors. 
Experts say the vast majority of 
these graduates seek greener pas-
tures abroad.

According to Folashade Ogun-
sola, a professor of medicine and 
chairman, Association of Colleges 
of Medicine of Nigeria, it will take 

the country 100 years to have 
all the doctors it needs to meet 
WHO requirement assuming none 
travels abroad. “For those that 
travel abroad to practice, we have 
five thousand in United State of 
America (USA), three thousand in 
United Kingdom (UK) and others 
scattered all over the world. There 
is no country in the world that you 
will not find one or two Nigerian 
doctors,” Ogorima said.

Health practitioners attribute 

this situation to a myriad of factors 
prominent of which is poor fund-
ing of the sector, lack of adequate 
facilities, poor remuneration of doc-
tors and lack of well thought-out 
policies from government.

Nigeria’s 2017 budget allocated 
a paltry N304 billion or 4 percent 
to the health sector contrary to 
the recommended 15 percent by 
African Union countries in the 
2001 Abuja declaration which com-
mits member nations to improve 

national health budgets.
“Some doctors travel abroad 

because they want to practice were 
they have facilities to practice what 
they have learnt and in foreign 
countries doctors are treated bet-
ter,” said Omojowolo Olubunmi, 
president, Association of Resident 
Doctors, Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital (LUTH-ARD) chapter.

Ogorima said, “The lowest or 
minimum pay for a fresh medi-
cal doctor graduate earn range 
between N160,000 to N170,000 
per annum including what we call 
duty which is call excess work done 
beyond 4pm in a federal hospital 
but in a state hospital it depends 
on their salary scale because there 
is no uniformity in private hospi-
tal it could be bit lower than that 
between N100,000 to N120,000.”

Doyin Odubanjo, a public health 
expert based in Lagos said the days 
when doctors are counted among 
the middle class is over. He also 
condemned the working condi-
tions and remuneration of doctors.

“What is the state of you hospi-
tal as a whole, what is the hospital 
look like, do they have comfortable 
doctors homes, you go down to 
do they have comfortable equip-
ment to work with, the diagnose 
tools, many are not working,” said 
Odubanjo.

Experts say Nigeria should 
overhaul the entire health sector 
and prioritise in yearly expendi-
ture plans. This should also include 
better remuneration and welfare 
package for doctors.

HARRISON EDEH, Abuja

ISAAC ANYAOGU, TIAMIYU ADIO 
& ANTHONIA OBOKOH

was principally to improve the 
provision of basic healthcare pack-
age for over 100 million Nigerians.

The executive director of 
NPHCDA, Faisal Shuaib, at the 
commissioning informed the min-
ister that eight medical systems 

made the donation to support the 
revitalisation of Primary Health 
Centres in the country.

The donated items include 100 
units of Health Centre Power Kits, 
1 unit of ice pack freezer and 1 unit 
of vaccine refrigerator, as Shuaib 

informed that the donated items 
would assist the supply chain 
team do their work efficiently 
with targets on interior villages 
where Primary Health Centres 
are located.



Special Olympics Nigeria set for 2017 Special Olympics World Winter Games

 Sunday  12 March  2017

Sports

P
reparations are in top gear for 
the Nigerian delegation to this 
year’s Special Olympics World 
Winter Games scheduled to 
take place from March 14th 

– 25th in Austria. Team Nigeria would 
feature a 31-man delegation comprising 
of 22 athletes who will compete in 2 in-
door sports (Floor ball and Floor Hockey). 
Floorball and Floor Hockey are new to the 
Nigeria program and so Special Olympics 
partners in South Africa were invited to 
train the coaches and athletes in readiness 
for the games.

At a Special Send forth organized in 
their honour, the chairman of the Board 
of Directors, Special Olympics Nigeria, 
Mr Victor Gbolade Osibodu thanked all 
who were present to support this worthy 
cause. While charging the athletes to give 
their best, Mr Osibodu stated that” there 
is always ability in a world of disability. 
We are grateful to the Lagos State govern-
ment for permitting us to train at Teslim 
Balogun Stadium, Edo State Government 
– who sponsored an athlete and is com-
mitted to developing an environment 
that allows more athletes from Edo State 
to train and participate and to our other 
corporate sponsors for all their support”

Naomi Saliu-Lawal, National Director, 
Special Olympics Nigeria and Head of 
Delegation to the games commended the 
athletes for their remarkable discipline 
and display of tremendous skills during 
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the past three months practicing for the 
games. She stressed that “It is an awesome 
sight and to think that these are sports 
new to Nigeria and seeing how far we 
have come.”“We would like to extend our 
appreciation to our sponsors who have 
made sure that the athletes have this 
opportunity to represent us – Caverton 
Offshore Support Group (COSG), Biswal 
Limited, Union Bank PLC, Orintory 

I polished shoes in London, 
says Troost-Ekong

S
uper Eagles defender William Troost 
Ekong has evoked the memories of how 
he joined Tottenham Hotspur amidst 
interests for Liverpool and Manchester 

City, and his experience as a youth player in 
London.

The Rio 2016 Olympics bronze medallist 
who started his football career at the White 
Hart Lane before moving to Dutch side FC 
Groningen in 2013, could not hide his regular 
routine of work as a youth player in England 
- polishing Ledley King, Younes Kaboul and 
Michael Dawson’s shoes.

He explained that Spurs pressed every 
button to make his transfer possible as they 
even provided transport for him from school 
to training sessions once in a week.

“At Liverpool I went to see yet, but when 
City did already gone. I had in fact been se-
lected for Tottenham Hotspur. The club did 
everything to attract me,’’ Troost-Ekong told 

Super Eagles friendlies: NFF sets 
deadline date for players to report to 

T
he Nigeria Football Fed-
eration (NFF) have set 
March 20 as deadline date 
for players invited for the 
friendly matches billed to 

take place later this month.
The NFF has set 13h00 on March 

20 as the deadline for players to ar-
rive at the team’s camp in London, 
with training under coach Gernot 
Rohr set to start later on the same 
day.

The Super Eagles are set to play 
two friendlies in the upcoming in-
ternational window: they will face 

Energy Limited, IrokoTv and several in-
dividuals who have chosen to be anony-
mous. “Thank you very much from all of 
us at Special Olympics Nigeria” she added

Present at the event to lend support 
and encourage the athletes were popu-
lar actresses Kate Henshaw and Linda 
Ejiofor. They commended the athletes and 
parents for their effort as well as pledge 
support for Special Olympics Nigeria and 

its activities.
Special Olympics Nigeria (SO Nige-

ria) is an affiliate of Special Olympics 
international and our goal is to provide 
children and adults with intellectual dis-
abilities year-round sports training and 
opportunities for athletic competition 
in a variety of Olympic-type sports. SO 
Nigeria caters to 22,000 athletes in 4 of 
the 6 geo-political zones in Nigeria.

46 C002D5556SUNDAYBD 

Elf Voetbal.
They flew my mother to London to talk and 

even wanted to fly to Nigeria to look for my 
father. When I was there pretty quickly. They 
came to my school to arrange that I would 
rather have one day a week to train with older 
boys, and every day I was with picked up a taxi.

“As youths we had to polish the shoes of 
the players of the first team. Everyone had 
that my teammate Harry Kane for example. I 
was responsible for the shoes of Ledley King, 
Younès Kaboul and Michael Dawson.

“At first I thought to make it nice, but over 
time it became annoying. Because you would 
do it every day, only to go home when you 
brush the shoes had put in their lockers.

‘’If it was not good enough, you would be 
told to get the equipment manager. At Christ-
mas, you ever received an envelope from the 
player whose shoes you had polished. As a 
thank you.”

Senegal on March 23, followed four 
days later by a clash against Burkina 
Faso. Both matches will be played at 
the Hive Stadium in London.

Nigeria are using the matches to 
prepare for the start of group stage 
matches in the 2019 Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifiers. Their first game 
will be against South Africa in June.

Of the 25 players called up by 
Rohr for the March matches, no less 
than seven are based in England, 
including the likes of Alex Iwobi, 
Kelechi Iheanacho and Victor Moses.

L-R: Mr. Misan Ere-
sanara, Member, Board 
of Directors Special 
Olympics Nigeria; Mrs. 
Nike Ibirogba, Member, 
Board of Directors; Mrs. 
Funmito Agusto, Member, 
Board of Directors; Mr. 
Victor Osibodu, Chair-
man, Board of Directors; 
Ms. Naomi Saliu-Lawal, 
National Director; Dr. 
Dolapo Ogunbanwo, 
Member, Board of Direc-
tors; Mr. Foluso Philips, 
Member, Board of Direc-
tors and athletes during 
the send forth ceremony 
to the 2017 Special Olym-
pics World Winter Games 
held in Lagos



Team Surulere wins maiden edition 
of Beach Summer Games

Sports

T
en teams battled it out at 
the finale of the Beach 
Summer Games held on 
the 4th of March to be the 
Champions of Lagos in 15 

different sports at the Eko Atlantic 
City.

With 13 gold medals, 3 silver 
medals, and 2 bronze medals Team 
Surulere topped the table, while 
Team Ikeja came second with 4 gold 
medals, 5 silver medals, 2 bronze 
medals and not too far behind was 
team Lagos Island who also went 
home with some cash money for 
being third on the table with 2 gold 
medals, 4 silver medals and 7 bronze 
medals.

Each team had their strengths 
but the most fascinating of them 
is the skill and teamwork of Team 
Ikeja in the tug of war sport. They 
came to teach and showcase the ro-
man skill of ‘owning’ the sport. The 
coordination was so aesthetic it had 
the spectators screaming in amuse-
ment. Not hiding behind the cliche 
of only having hefty men upfront 
and at the rear, it was interesting 
to see the young mother of six who 
always led the pack at every round 
of play.

According to the organizers, the 
event was an idea that has been 
nurtured to realization. With unre-
lenting planning and research they 
were able to host a sports competi-
tion, working with professionals 

in the game and have a successful 
event.

The speed sports starts and finish 
at a snap but sack race and wheel-
barrow race had a different effect. 
However, there was always a differ-
ent side to each sport. The 100m race 
was a far cry from the conventional 
10 sec sport, it was on a 50m lane 
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Ghana, Nigeria battle in Binatone Skate soccer tourney

T
he finals of the first ever Skate 
soccer competition targeted at 
physically challenged persons 
in Nigeria and Ghana will take 

place at the Independence Stadium in 
Accra, Ghana on Sunday, March 19.

The competition which is being 
sponsored by Binatone Group, a house-
hold electronic appliances manufac-
turer as part of its Corporate Social 
Responsibility had earlier taken place 
at Labadi beach in Accra on January 
15 this year with physically challenged 
persons in Ghana taking part in the 
competition which attracted numerous 
spectators and soccer fans in Ghana.

Among the teams that has partici-
pated in the competition are Ashanti 
Warriors and Acrra Giants but the 
high point will be the Ghana vs. Nigeria 
march which promises to evoke the 
age long soccer rivalry between the 
two West African countries just as the 
event is expected to be widely reported 
by sponsoring media outfits including 
Super sports.

The tournament according to the 

forth and back where you collect 
a tape from assigned cheerleaders 
before you can finish the race. Not 
forgetting the engaging sack race 
that showed the redundancy of 
long legs. Shorter athletes won all 
rounds of this race flawlessly. The 
heat and the finals were not short 
of surprises.

The show of strength at the beach 
summer games was unconvention-
al, the sumo wrestling cannot be for-
gotten so fast because the costume 
is so remarkably hilarious giving 
equal advantage to all athletes. The 
Drag race saw athletes pull a 50kg 
barbell strapped on their shoulders 
across a 50m lane to the finish line.

Famous on air sports commen-
tators, Sean Amadi and Murphy 
Ijemba thrilled the spectators and 
elated the athletes in a non-stop 
chitchat they are best known for.

One of the activations at the 
event was the ceremonial race be-
tween invited secondary schools 
that saw Air force secondary school 
emerge winner for both male and 
female 50m race, Awodi Ora senior 
secondary school and Iganmu se-
nior secondary school came second 
and third respectively in both races, 
and were awarded there medals by 
the Managing Director of Discov-
ery Brands Management, Mr. Uche 
Nwankwo. Other schools invited 
were Dowen College, St Gregory’s 
college, Ojoku senior high school, 
and Command day secondary 
school.

Invited dignitaries at the event 
are Mrs Haddad; Consul General 
of Lebanon who had the honor of 
presenting the 2017 Beach Summer 
Games Trophy to the winning team, 
Olympic Gold and Bronze Medalist, 
Enefiok Udo-Obong and Chioma 
Ajunwa Nigeria’s first Olympic Gold 
Medallists.

company is aimed at bringing together 
physically challenged persons who 
usually beg for alms on locally made 
skate boards in Accra and Nigeria to a 
well-organized and rewarding soccer 
competition.

Binatone Group Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr Sunil Lalvani said the skate 
soccer competition is an innovation, 

which is the first ever of its kind any-
where in the world.

He explained that the first part of the 
project is to enhance activities among 
physically challenged members of the 
society stressing that “we intend to 
popularize the project by making it seen 
and more appreciated by the citizens, 
sponsors, companies and tourists”

“The second and most important 
part of the project is to attempt to raise 
some funds through sponsorships in 
terms of branding for their upkeep and 
also probably set up provision shops for 
each of those who want it and provide 
capital for those who also want to trade. 
With these shops, they will be able to 
leave the streets and the begging job 
and eventually be integrated into a 
normal society. This will eventually 
make them self-relevant,” he explained

Mr Lalvani pointed out that all ef-
forts are on to make the game well 
known throughout Africa and beyond 
with possible state funding to register 
with recognized Sports Associations

The Skate soccer competition, he ex-
plains also provide great opportunities 
for sponsoring corporate organization. 
“With this scale of event, there is plenty 
that we can offer co-sponsors. We have 
vast space of barricades that go round 
the playing area with flex banners cov-
ering them. We also have large pillars 
on each spectator stand that will be cov-
ered by sponsor’s banners,” he added.
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Team Surelere
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Lagos and pensioners’ welfare

H
uman capital development is 
undoubte dly germane to the 
accomplishment of evocative and 
sustainable economic growth and 
development in any society. The 

veracity of this affirmation has been widely 
acknowledged in various studies. In the absence 
of substantial investment in the development of 
human capital in any country, sustained economic 
growth and development would only be a mere 
wish, never a reality. Therefore, the place of 
human capital development in economic growth 
cannot be overemphasized. According to a 1995 
World Bank report, of all the generally agreed 
contributory reasons accountable for the notable 
show of the economy of most developed countries 
is an impressive commitment to human capital 
formation.

According to Okojie and Ejere, the concept of 
human capital refers to the abilities and skills of 
human resources of a country, while human capital 
development refers to the process of acquiring and 
increasing the number of persons who have the 
skills, education and experience that are critical for 
economic growth and development of a country’s 
economy.

It is in realization of this fact that government 
and policymakers make concerted and sincere 
efforts in building and developing human capacity 
through adequate educational funding across all 
levels. This, no doubt, is a foremost way of attaining 
sustainable economic growth and development 
in any society. One way of doing this is through 
unflinching commitment to the welfare of the 
workforce in any given society.

According to famous Roman philosopher and 
orator, Marcus Cicero, “The welfare of the people 
is the ultimate law.” The truism of this assertion 
can hardly be denied as employers who deny such 
do so at the risk of ruining their organisations and 
enterprises. However, what happens to a worker 
while still in active engagement is as essential as 
what becomes of him/her in retirement.  

Sadly, in this clime, the arduous tasks that 
retirees undergo before collecting their hard-
earned benefits usually send jitters down the spine 
of those still in active service. Invariably, the period 
of retirement, purportedly meant for resting and 
relaxation, becomes a time of stress and anguish 
for the retirees. Often, some of them lose their lives 
in unavoidable circumstances. By far, the most 
outrageous ill- treatment these old people get is the 
mismanagement of the pension funds. Not quite 
long ago, some officials in the federal civil service 
were arraigned for diverting pension funds for 
their personal use.  

It is, therefore, with a view to ensuring that 
pensioners in the state do not unduly suffer before 
receiving their retirement benefits that the Lagos 
State government has been holding series of 
training programmes that are designed to equip 
civil servants with the information required to fully 
appreciate and take advantage of the Contributory 
Pension Scheme that is currently operational across 
the country. As it is well known, the domesticated 
law made Defined Pension Contribution to be 
compulsory for all employees in the public sector 
and organizations with 15 or more employees in the 
private sector. Organizations with less than three 
persons and self-employed persons are covered 
under this new law.

The primary objectives of the new arrangement 
are, among others, to establish uniform set of rules, 
regulations and standards for administration 
and payment of retirement benefits in the public 
service of the federation, FCT and the private 
sector; to provide for the smooth operations of 
the Contributory Pension Scheme; to ensure 
that a retiree receives his retirement benefits as 
and when due; and to encourage savings culture 
towards old age.

Additionally, the law made provisions on the 
following: the rates of contributions, Compulsory 
Group Life Insurance policy, death and missing 
persons, mode of operation of the Retirement 
Savings Account, withdrawal from the Retirement 
Savings Account, and investment of pension funds.

It is, thus, in a bid to further acquaint both 
retirees and active workers on the details of the 
current pension scheme that the state government 
embarked on a fresh training series with relevant 
themes. Of the themes in the series, two actually 
stand out. These are the “I’m Alive” and “Pensioners’ 
Welfare” series.

“I’m Alive” is directed at enrolling the bio-data 
and fingerprints of pensioners under the old 
scheme of Pay As You Go in order to ascertain those 
who are alive and, therefore, entitled to receive 
payments under that scheme. The ultimate goal is 

to ensure that resources are prudently managed. 
It is also a statement in support of integrating 
technology into governance and it has brought 
extensive improvement in service delivery at 
the Civil Service Pensions Office (CSPO) such 
that, in most cases, pensioners now need to bring 
only their Lagos State Resident Identity Cards 
to the verification centres in order to revalidate 
their records. This is made possible because of 
the connectivity and synergies of government 
activities among different agencies.            

Also, the Biometric Verification Exercise that 
constitutes a core of the “I’m Alive” initiative 
has contributed greatly to effective pensions 
administration in the state and has helped to 
ensure the prompt payment of monthly pensions 
for pensioners under the old scheme. Not only this, 
it has ensured that electronic transfers of monthly 
pensions are made to the right pensioners under 
the old scheme.

Furthermore, the initiative provides for 
adequate arrangements to visit and capture 
pensioners with health and other related 
challenges that will prevent them from making it 
to designated centres. The essence is to ensure that 
every living pensioner is not left out of the scheme 
as non-participation will definitely jeopardize 
payment of monthly pensions to such pensioners 
under the old scheme.

The second initiative is the distribution of 
welfare items to pensioners. This initiative is 
informed by the commitment of the Lagos State 
government to celebrate and appreciate the 
invaluable contributions made by public servants 
to the status of Lagos as a model state and as 
Nigeria’s Centre of Excellence. Additionally, the 
gesture is aimed at bringing succour and making 
life more comfortable for pensioners.

The third leg of the training programme is 
to revolve around advance pensioners’ welfare 
which is basically designed to prepare civil 
servants for eventual retirement through a 
proper understanding of the current contributory 
pension scheme. Naturally, understanding leads 
to informed decision which invariably ensures 
smooth-sailing ventures.

Upon his inauguration on May 29, 2015, 
Governor Akinwunmi Ambode affirmed the 
following: “I want a better civil service; I am ready 
to address issues that relate to welfare. Beyond that, 
I will place major emphasis on capacity building 
and training”. 

In contrast to Napoleon Bonaparte, who once 
said that “the best way to keep one’s word is not to 
give it”, Governor Ambode has not only given his 
word, but he has actually kept same!
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You must be very careful when you add 
exclusions that are based on executables 
as incorrect exclusions may prevent some 
potentially dangerous programs from being 
detected. Because of this we do not recom-
mend that you rely on exclusions that are 
based on any process executables for Op-
erations Manager servers. However, if you 
have to make exclusions that are based on 
the process executables, use the following 
processes:

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2007)

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2012)

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2012 R2)

Exclusions by directories
The following directory-specific exclu-

sions for Operations Manager include real-
time scans, scheduled scans and local scans. 
The directories that are listed here are default 
application directories so you may have to 
modify these paths based on your specific 
environment. Only the following Opera-
tions Manager related directories should be 
excluded.

Important When a directory that is to be 
excluded has a directory name greater than 8 
characters long, add both the short and long 
directory names of the directory to the exclu-
sion list. These names are required by some 
AV programs to traverse the subdirectories. 

Blogs
From the 

“Whatever the case I’m still grateful to Nige-
rians. I deliberately came back towards the 
weekend so that the vice-president will con-
tinue and I will continue to rest. Thank you 
very much.” President Muhammadu Buhari.
“Nigerians voted for Mr. President because 
they believe in his leadership ability. Nige-
rians did not vote for any of his appointees, 
who were either former governors or former 
ministers. President Buhari must come clean 
on this issue: Nigerians are more important 
than any vested interested in his govern-
ment”. Femi Aborisade, human right activities.
“Acting President Yemi Osinbajo is a gift to 
Nigeria and he is doing a wonderful job, so 
we are happy with him. He is an incredibly 
hardworking, humble person and I think 
Nigeria has been blessed to have such a 
wonderful person as the acting president, Mr 
Vice President. He has real passion about this 
country and has so much integrity and we 
just wish him all the best”. Governor Ibikunle 
Amosun of Ogun State. 

Numbers
N29m
Kano State Government has approved more than 
N29 million for the training of Fulani milkmaids on 
modern milk processing.

N1b
Waheed Olagunju, the Acting Managing Director of 
Bank of Industry, says the bank will give N1 billion 
in loans to small and medium-scale enterprises in 

AKINTOLA BENSON OKE
Oke is Commissioner for Establishments, 

Training and Pensions, Lagos State.


