
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 436
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 4 May 2020 - SAT 9 May 2020
MON: ACTS 11:1-18, JN 10:11-18 TUE: ACTS 11:19-26, JN 10:22-30 WED:ACTS 
12:24 - 13:5A, JN 12:44-50 THU: ACTS 13:13-25, JN 13:16-20 FRI: ACTS 13:26-33, 
JN 14:1-6 SAT: ACTS 13:44-52,JN 14:7-14

How to make contributions to the church:
Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer) Please refer to the images for instructions.
Method 2: via Cheque Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”. You 
may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 
Please do not mail cash.

Introduction to The Letters to All 
Christians (Part 2 of 3)

Jude who calls himself ‘brother of 
James’, v. 1, is also, it appears, one of 
the ‘brothers of the Lord’. Mt 13:55p. 
There is no reason to identify him with 
the apostle of the same name, Lk 6:16; 
Ac 1:13; cf. Jn 14:22, especially as he 
refers to himself as being outside the 
apostolic body, v. 17. Nor is it likely 
that an anonymous author would have 
adopted the name, since Jude was not 
sufficiently prominent to lend authority 
to a letter. Our hypothesis is that after 
his brother James had been executed in 

62 A.D., Jude followed his example and 
warned the Jewish Christians against 
new threats to their faith. If this is so, 
his anonymous readers are those for 
whom James wrote, and his Greek, 
which is accurate, with semitic turns of 
phrase, may be accounted for as in the 
case of James. The letter was accepted 
as canonical by many of the churches 
as early as 200, though its use of two 
apocryphal sources, the Book of Enoch 
in vv. 6, 14f, and the Assumption of 
Moses in v. 9, had prompted certain 
hesitations; but to quote contemporary 
Jewish writings is hardly equivalent to 
recognising their inspiration.Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

3 May 2020 Year AFourth Sunday of Easter

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you 
have any enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.



Jude’s purpose in writing this letter 
is to denounce the false teachers 
who are a danger to Christian faith. 
He threatens them with the divine 
punishments familiar from Jewish 
tradition, vv. 5-7, and also seems to 
base his description of their false 
teaching on the same traditions, v. 
11. He nowhere states precisely what 
these doctrines were, so they cannot 
be identified with second-century 
Gnosticism. He accuses them of 
irreligion and immorality, in particular 
of blasphemies against the Lord Christ 
and the angels, vv. 4, 8-10. These may 
have been part of the syncretistic 
tendencies denounced in Colossians, 
the Pastoral Letters and Revelation. 

The letter must be dated fairly late in 
the 1st century: the apostles are quoted 
as belong to the past, vv. 17f; the faith 
is not something fixed and ‘handed on 
once for all’, v. 3; and the author appears 
to be acquainted with Paul’s letters. It 
is true that 2 Peter borrows from Jude 
and is there later, but the ‘Second Letter 
of Peter’ could have been written after 
Peter’s death (cf. infra). The limits seem 
to be between 70 and 80.

Two of these ‘universal’ letters are 
attributed to Peter. 1 Peter introduces 
the name of the apostle in the opening 
verse, 1:1, and has never been doubted 
in any part of the Church. Clement 
of Rome seems to have used it; 
Polycarp certainly did, and since the 
time of Irenaeus it has been expressly 
attributed to Peter. The apostle writes 
from Rome (Babylon, 5:13), and calls 

Mark, who is with him, his ‘son’. 
Very little is known about Peter’s 
last years; according to tradition he 
went to Rome and was martyred there 
under Nero (in 64 or possibly 67). His 
letter is addressed to the Christians 
‘of the Dispersion’, and names five 
provinces, 1:1, which represent 
practically the whole of Asia Minor. 
From what he says, 1:14, 18; 2:9f; 
4:3, it seems that most of them were 
converted pagans, though there may 
have been some Judaeo-Christians 
among them. He was obviously 
obliged to send them a letter in Greek 
– James had done the same with less 
reason – and though Peter’s Greek 
is unsophisticated it is too accurate 
and unforced for a fisherman from 
Galilee. Unlike the letter from James, 
the name of a disciple and secretary is 
mentioned who may have helped: this 
is Silvanus, 5:12, usually identified 
with the Silvanus who had been a 
companion of Paul, Ac 15:22+.

The purpose of the letter is to help 
its readers’ faith in a time of trial. 
Some critics think they may refer to a 
persecution under Domitian or Trajan, 
which would date the letter much later 
than Peter; but the allusions in the 
letter are not strong enough to make 
this conclusion inevitable, since it 
seems that this ‘time of trial’ could 
refer rather to the personal malice 
and spiteful calumnies caused by the 
strictly moral life led by converts 
among those whose sins they no 
longer shared, 2:12; 3:16; 4:4, 12-16
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert

WAYS TO ENCOUNTER GOD in this 
period of Church closing and social 
distancing

MCGRATH INSTITUTE FOR CHURCH 
LIFE
3 online course for free:
(i) The Pillars of the Church - Learn 
about the basic doctrines of the Catholic 
faith from theology professors at the 
University of Notre Dame.

(ii) Saturday with the Saints - Learn 
about the saints and connect with your 
community.

(iii) Journey with The Saint John’s 
Bible - Deepen your knowledge of and 
relationship with Scripture through the 
beauty of The Saint John’s Bible: a hand-
written, hand-illuminated Bible crafted 
in the 21st-century, using centuries-old 
materials and methods.

RCIA 2020/21 - This is a year’s journey for 
those seeking to know more about the Catholic 
faith. It prepares newcomers to encounter Jesus 
and his Church, and discern towards receiving 
the sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation, Holy Eucharist).


