
  15 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.4272           U5+AT 9/KG2

Failed to return from operations against Lincolnshire airfields and possibly shot down by a 25 Squadron 
Beaufighter. Ff: Uffz Hans Unglaube, Bo: Oblt Franz Holz, Bf: Uffz Rudi Vögerle and Bs: Ogefr Hans-
Joachim Bongardt all lost without trace.

  17 January 1943 Bf109F-4 Wn.10190           White + 4 4(F)/123

Believed to have been shot down by a 486 Sqn Typhoon during a reconnaissance operation off 
St.Catherine’s Point, Isle of Wight. Ff: Uffz E Link lost without trace.

  17-18 January 1943 Ju88A-5 Wn.3311  IV/KG3

Last wireless report was that the aircraft was experiencing engine trouble and was going to have to 
make a landing on the sea Sea off Boulogne, France. Ff: Lt Werner Galipp +. Bo: Ofw Karl Lefkes +. 
Bf: Gefr Günther Schiller +. Bs: Flgr Paul Hauptmann +.

  17-18 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.5466             U5+LM 4/KG2

Goes, Holland. Crashed due to engine failure on operations. Ff: Lt Carl Hense injured. Bo: Gefr 
Eberhard Weiss +. Bf: Ofw Karl Hochstuhl injured. Bm: Fw Mathias Eberl +.

  17-18 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.5591            U5+MR 7/KG2

300 yards north of Pilgrim’s House, Westerham, Kent. 04.30 hrs.

This aircraft was intercepted by a 29 Squadron Beaufighter at about 12,000 feet burst into flames and 
crashed at a steep angle into a chalk hillside where a petrol tank exploded.
Armament: one MG131 and one MG 15 found.
ID: -, AW: grey, Fl.H.Kdtr.10/XI, 22/7/42, FP: -.
Ff: Uffz Joachim Schnabel 58214/198 +. CC 9/57. 
Bo: Gefr Willi Schäfer 58214/197 +. CC 9/57.
Bf: Gefr Erich Raab 58214/194 +. CC 9/57.
Bs: Uffz Richard Hartenberger 58214/191 +. CC 9/57.

The Ausweis of the wireless operator was recovered from the crash site and the unit was confirmed by 
a prisoner of III/KG2. A 1:2,000,000 map showed a course from Deelen to Abbeville and thence from a 
landfall just west of Hastings to Central London.

  10 January 1943 FW190A-3 Wn.467           Blue 12 + 10/JG2

Aircraft damaged in combat during operations over Teignmouth, Devon. Ff: Lt Leopold Wenger.

  10 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.4399           U5+CT 9/KG2

Gronigen, Holland. Forced landed following engine failure during operations over the Humber Estuary.
Ff: Ogefr Müller. Bo: Uffz Adolf Ehm injured. Bf Ogefr Bein. Bm: Ogefr Wolfgang Künzer +.

  11 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.144428           3E+KT 8/KG6

Failed to return from operations against England. Crew rescued from the sea. Ff: Lt Rolf Bohnert 
62535/55. Bo: Fw Johann Cyrys 53564/140. Bf: Fw Reinhold Danzer 62539/51. Bs: Uffz Kurt Schenkel 
62539/176. 

  11 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.144367           3E+CR 7/KG6

Failed to return from operations. An SOS message was received from quadrant 5359 and a search 
instigated without success. Ff: Ofw Wilhelm Hoyer 53563/176 +. Body found washed up at Kampen 
Island, Sylt 18.2.43. Bo: Uffz Helmut Nufer 53563/178, Bf: Ofw Erwin Ruttmann 53563/168 +. Body 
found washed up at Kampen Island, Sylt 7.6.43. Bs: Fw Kurt Richter 53563/169. 

  15 January 1943 FW190A-4 Wn.2382          Yellow 5+ 3/JG26

In sea off Rye, Kent.

This aircraft was one of four FW190s that were acting as an escort for four other FW190s of 10/JG26 
that were attacking Tenterden and was hit by light AA fire while flying low over Rye on the return 
journey, before crashing into the sea.
The body of the pilot was washed up at Littlestone on Sea, Kent on 1st February 1943.
ID: -, AW: red, FP: L 31533.
Ff: Uffz Herbert Bremer +. Folkestone, Kent.

A photograph in the Ausweis was recognised by a prisoner from 10/JG26. Another prisoner remembered 
Bremer from training with him at the Fighter School at Stolp / Reitz in May 1941.

  15 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.4308             U5+KR  7/KG2

Boothby Graffoe, Lincolnshire. 20.50 hrs

This aircraft was intercepted by a Mosquito night fighter of 151 Squadron while flying at 10,000 feet; 
one engine catching fire and the aircraft dived into the ground from 2,000 feet. On hitting the ground the 
aircraft disintegrated, scattering wreckage over a wide area. Only the flight engineer managed to bale 
out but his parachute failed to open. The bomb load fell on Lincoln.
Markings: KR in blue-grey with the K outlined in white. The lower surfaces of the wings were lamp blacked.
Engines: BMW 801, metal propellers fitted.
Armament: one MG 131 and two MG 15 found.
ID: 57359 & 69645, AW: dark blue, numbered 108, 8/9/42, grey, numbered 104, F.H.K. Achmer, 
28/11/41 & grey, F.P.N. L 45097, 6/12/42, FP: L 39760A.
Ff: Ltn Günther Wolff 57359/242 +. Scopwick, Lincs.
Bo: Ogefr Karl Heinz Krusewitz 57359/225 +. Scopwick, Lincs.
Bf: Uffz Kurt Semlitscha 57359/60 +. Scopwick, Lincs.
Bs: Uffz Helmut Knorr 69645/147 +. Scopwick, Lincs.

Above: Dornier 217E-4 
Werk nummer 4272 which 
was lost without trace on 
15 January 1943. Aircraft 
were often re-coded 
during service so U5+NT 
could well have become 
U5+AT at some point.  
Alternatively, the code 
may have been mistaken 
in the offical records.MAP ID 5  (page 1148)

MAP ID 6  (page 1148)

MAP ID 7  (page 1148)

Left: Lt Wenger of 10/JG2 
reviews the damage to his 
starboard wing, received 
on 10 January 1943.
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  17-18 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.144349                3E+BB Stab I/KG6

Town End Recreation Ground, Upper Caterham, Surrey. 05.40 hrs. 

Started from Beauvais at 05.00 hrs to attack London. The crew were on their second sortie of the night 
and were approaching London at 17,500 feet when they were attacked by a 29 Squadron night fighter, 
the port wing being hit and caught fire. The gunner baled out first but was killed, followed by the 
observer who landed safely at Whyteleafe, Surrey. The bodies of the two other crew were found near 
the wreckage of the aircraft which had exploded in mid air, scattering wreckage over a wide area. It was 
ascertained that the port wing fuel tank had exploded causing the aircraft to break up.
Markings: first B outlined in blue. The Werk Nummer had been painted on the fin. From a compass card 
the markings of the aircraft on 5th December 42 had been 3E+CT. Airframe was built in May 1942. 
Camouflage; dark green upper surfaces with the lower surfaces sprayed black, not lamp blacked. The 
spinners were green with blue and white bands.
Engines: Jumo 211 J-1, the number on one engine being MZK 211 F-1/7429 KUJ 7415. Wooden 
propellers were fitted.

Armament: one Oerlikon FF 20 mm in the nose in a free mounting, one MG 81 for the pilot, two MG 81 
in the dorsal rings. Four external bomb carriers type ETC 500 were traced under the wings and it carried 
two 500 kg HE bombs and two ABB 500 incendiary bomb containers. The aircraft was fitted with 
auxiliary internal fuel tanks in the bomb stowage; hence no 50 kg bombs were carried. The previous 
sortie had been carried out using an aircraft coded 3E+ -J.
Equipment: two fuselage fuel tanks were fitted, thus there was no internal bomb stowage. A Stuvi 5B 
sighting unit of a BZA-1 bombsight was found. FuGe 10 and FuGe 16 wireless sets were carried, along 
with a E.B1.3H blind approach reciever.
On their first sortie of the night (evening of 17th January) the crew had experienced problems with the 
de-icing equipment of their aircraft (3E+ - L) and when attacked by a night fighter had dropped their 
bombs randomly before before taking violent evasive action and returning to Beauvais where they were 
given another aircraft for their second sortie.
The crew were very experienced, all except the wireless operator having the Gold War Flights Clasp; 
the observer having completed 131 War Flights mostly in Russia.
ID: 55512 & 55510, AW: red, Giebelstadt, 19/1/41 & yellow, F.H.K.(E)8/III, 13/3/42, FP: L 29773.
Ff: Oblt Rudolf Bernd EKI 55512/87 +. CC 5/23.

Bo: Fw Karl Heinz Schulz EKI 55510/108.
Bf: Ogefr Manfred Schieweck 55512/124 +. CC 5/21.
Bs: Fw Karl Heinz Prophet EKI 55512/117 +. CC 5/22.

On their first operation of the night the aircraft had been fitted with extra fuel 
tanks in the internal bomb stowage area and therefore could only carry two 500 
kg HE and two ABB 500 incendiary containers.

Although flying in an aircraft of I/KG6, the crew who first teamed up in May 
1942, were probably an instructional crew with IV/KG6.

Left: The crater left by 
the explosion of Do217 
U5+MR at Westerham.

Below: The four crew 
members who died in the 
crash of U5+MR. 

L-R;
Bo: Gefr Willi Schäfer
Bf: Gefr Erich Raab
Ff: Uffz Joachim 
Schnabel 
Bs: Uffz Richard 
Hartenberger 

Below: The remains 
of Ju88 3E+BB which 
exploded in mid-air 
over Upper Caterham 
in Surrey. Most of the 
wreckage fell on the 
recreation ground. 

As a young boy, the 
author of this series 
played on these swings 
many times in total 
ignorance of events that 
occured only a few years 
previously; why there was 
a gate and a gap in the 
hedge has finally been 
explained!

MAP ID 8  (page 1148)
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Above and Below: More remains of Ju88 3E+BB which exploded in mid-air over Upper Caterham in Surrey. This section includes the 
starboard wing and engine nacelle along with the starboard skin of the rear fuselage showing the ‘B’ code letter.

More views of the remains 
of Ju88 3E+BB.

Right is the cockpit area,  
whilst above the policemen 
are carrying a crew 
member’s life jacket and 
parachute harness.

Below: RAF airmen study 
the undercarriage leg and 
engine near the swings.
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  17-18 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.4347                      3E+GK 2/KG6

Lovelace Place Farm, Bethersden, Kent. 05.50 hrs. 

Started at 04.00 hrs from Beauvais / Tille to attack the King George Dock, London. This aircraft was on 
its second sortie of the night to the same target but the pilot took such extreme evasive action that the 
observer completely lost his way and an argument broke out between the crew. The crew had just sighted 
the Thames when they were warned by Meldekopf-Birk ground warning station that a night fighter was in 
the area and soon after they were attacked by a night fighter, the controls being shot away and port wing 
caught fire; the crew baled out. The wireless operator’s parachute failed and the pilot sustained broken ribs 
on landing. The aircraft dived vertically into swampy ground at the edge of a pond.

  17-18 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.4356                  3E+CH 1/KG6

King Street Rail Crossing, Brenzett, Kent. 20.25 hrs.

This aircraft crossed the English Coast from the south and was shot down by a Mosquito night fighter 
of 29 Squadron, spinning into the ground, forming a large water filled crater on impact.
Camouflage: dark green upper surfaces with lamp blacked lower surfaces.
Armament: remains of five MG 81 found. The bomb load that could be traced was two 500 kg, two 
50 kg bombs with number 28 fuses, eight 50 kg incendiaries and two ABB 500 incendiary bomb 
containers.
Equipment: Kutonase cable cutter fitted, also Goodrich type tail de-icing equipment fitted. A BZA-1 
dive bomb sight and dive brakes were fitted. FuGe 10, FuGe 16 and FuGe 25 carried.
ID: 55510, 73045 & 57352, AW: white, Fl.H.Kdtr.10/XIII, 1/11/42 & 11/11/42, FP: -.
Ff: Uffz Karl Sailer 57358/198 +. Folkestone, Kent.
Bo: Uffz Johannes Binder 73045/94 +. Folkestone, Kent.
Bf: Ogefr Paul Funk 55510/142 +. Folkestone, Kent.
Bs: Uffz Josef Fleischmann 53576/1059 +. Folkestone, Kent.

Left and Below: The tail 
section of Ju88 3E+CH 
near Brenzett.  The werk 
nummer 4356 is visible on 
the top of the fin below.

Right: Another view of the 
tail section of Ju88 3E+CH 
near Brenzett.  

Below: A fellow KG6 Ju88 
3E+GK came down about 
6 miles further north at 
Bethersden. All that was 
left was this large water 
filled crater.

MAP ID 9  (page 1148)

MAP ID 10  (page 1148)
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  17-18 January 1943 Ju88A-14 Wn.144377                3E+FR 7/KG6

Yardhurst Farm, Great Chart, 3 miles west of Ashford, Kent. 20.45 hrs.

Started at 19.00 hrs with two other aircraft of 7/KG6 to attack a military objective on the outskirts of 
London. This aircraft approached London from the south at 10,000 feet and attempted to attack its 
objective through a gap in the clouds but the bomb load hung up and had to be jettisoned live in the 
general area. After this the aircraft was caught in an intense concentration of searchlights and AA fire. 
There was a large explosion in the nose of the aircraft and the order was given to bale out, so the gunner 
did so, landing safely. No trace of the aircraft or the rest of the crew was found and it was presumed that 
they had made it back to base.
Bomb load: two 500 kg HE, two ABB 500 incendiary containers and ten 50 kg HE. 
ID: 53563, AW: grey, 18/9/42, FP: L 38540.
Ff: Uffz Hans Reiss.
Bo: Uffz Leo Steklenko.
Bf: Uffz Wilhelm Selle.
Bs: Uffz Erich Lingnau EKI 53563/163.

It was later reported that the remaining crew managed to return to France, the crew bailing out over 
St.Just, near Paris. The three remaining crew were later posted as missing on operations on 24th March 
1943 in 3E+BS.

The gunner had been first called up in June 1940 and after undergoing infantry training was posted to a 
Baukompanie in which he was employed in manual work. He volunteered for flying duties in December 
1940 but was not called upon until July 1941 when he was posted to gunnery school at Rahmel. In 
August 1941 he was posted to Grosskampffligerschule at Barth where he first met his crew. Only twenty 
hours of flying was completed at Barth before all the crews on the course were posted to a ferrying unit; 
Uberführungs Kommando, in which they were engaged in ferrying new aircraft to the Russian Front. 
The crew remained with this unit for six weeks and flew six aircraft to Russia, returning in a Ju52. In 
April 1942 they were posted to III/LG1 in the Crimea but it was found that they had no night flying 
experience and were immediately transferred to IV/LG1 at Sedes in Salonika from April to July 1942, 
then to the 7th Staffel in Russia where the Staffel was renamed 7/KG6. In the middle of November 1942 
they were withdrawn from Russia, leaving their aircraft behind and on 2nd December arrived in France. 
The operation on 17th January was the first time the unit had operated against Britain. The gunner had 
been with his same crew throughout and accumulated sixty-seven War Flights, sixty-six being made in 
Russia. He wore the EK I, Silver War Flights Badge and the Ost Medaille ribbon.

Major Sorp was in command of KG6 with his headquarters in the Hotel Grand Conde, Chantilly with 
the four Gruppen based at Beauvais / Tille, Cormeilles-en-Vexin, Creil and Bretigny.

KG6.
The unit had recently adopted a new crest; a swan in flight, drawn Walt Disney fashion, with a bomb 
in its beak.

Equipment: BZA-1 bomb sight was fitted. FuGe 10 and FuGe 16 wireless sets carried. 
The external bomb carrier was a ETC 1000 and internal stowage was for 50 kg bombs; only one 
fuselage fuel tank was fitted. Bomb load was two 500 kg HE, two ABB 500 kg, and ten 50 kg HE/
Incendiary bombs.
The gunner on landing managed to appropriate an unattended car which he drove for several miles 
before being captured.
ID: 55511 & 55512, AW: red, F.P.N. L 07201, 4/3/42, yellow, Illesheim, 8/8/40 & red, Fl.H.Kdtr E.4/I, 
3/11/42, FP: -.
Ff: Ofw Kurt Diecke, Deutches Kreuz, EKI injured.
Bo: Uffz Karl Fenger EKI.
Bf: Fw Erich Muller EKI 55511/83 +. Folkestone, Kent.
Bs: Uffz Karl Lösch EKI.

On take-off for their first sortie of the night at 21.00 hrs, the crew saw the aircraft that had preceded them 
shot down in flames by an intruder and the bomb load explode. They saw several intruders before they 
reached the French Coast at Dieppe. Having bombed their target they turned for home but experienced 
some of the most intense AA fire they had ever encountered; the pilot being unable to break through 
the barrage criss-crossed London several times to find a way through. On their return to France they 
were pursued by a night fighter but managed to evade by diving to tree-top level, landing at Beauvais 
at 23.00 hrs.

The gunner had volunteered for the paratroopers in 1939 but was found physically unsuitable and in 
1940 was posted to I/KG77 as a parachute packer and while serving in this capacity was awarded the 
Verdienst Kreuz for his careful packing and saving lives. As he was anxious to fly he was given tuition 
in gunnery in the unit and joined the flying personnel in the spring of 1942. When shot down he had 
made five War Flights.

  17-18 January 1943 Ju88  3E+ - - 3/KG6

Crashed 20 km north-north-east of Poix, France. on return from operations over England and possibly 
the victim of a night fighter attack. Ff: Hauptmann Günther Erbs 53555/2 +. Bo: Ofw Simon Gruber 
65103/32 +. Bf: Ofw Erich-Jakob Wolf 65103/20 +. Bs: Uffz Gerhard-Richard Wehner 65103/51 +.

THE RAiD oN LoNDoN oN THE NiGHT oF 17/18TH JANUARy 1943.

On the morning of 17th January it was announced that the crews of KG6 were to take part in a 
raid on London the following night in retaliation for a raid on Berlin by the R.A.F. the previous 
night. The ground crews were immediately set to painting the aircraft lamp black. At the 18.00 
hrs briefing it was announced that the target was to be the King George V and West India Docks, 
although any part of London was deemed acceptable for the inexperienced crews. There were to 
be about forty aircraft on the first raid and fifty on the second raid with a number of aircraft flying 
two operations. KG 6 operated from two bases with Gruppe I starting from Beauvais / Tillé, along 
with four crews from Gruppe II and two from Gruppe IV, while Gruppe III started from Creil.

Above: Some surface 
fragments of the 
KG6 Ju88 3E+GK at 
Bethersden. 

MAP ID 11  (page 1148)
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away and the airframe somersaulted. The pilot got out, put his papers and parachute in the cockpit and 
initiated the demolition charge, which completely destroyed the aircraft.
Markings: 2 in black outlined in white. Airframe manufactured by Ago Flugzeugwerk. The factory 
markings were 8G. Camouflage; grey with the underside of the engine cowling yellow and the spinner 
dark green.
Engine: BMW D-2.
Armament: two MG 151/20 mm mounted in the wing roots and two MG 17 mounted above the engine. 
A 500 kg bomb carried.
Equipment: FuGe 16 Z wireless carried.
ID: 60016, AW: -, FP: L 44200.
Ff: Ltn Hermann Hoch.

The pilot had made eleven previous War Flights, although had previously served in the German infantry 
before transferring to aircrew training three years previously.

  20 January 1943 FW190A-4 Wn.2375          Black 7 + 2/JG26

Failed to return from operations to London and believed to have been shot down in combat by a 608 
Squadron Spitfire of the Biggin Hill Wing off Dungeness, Kent. 12.45 hrs. Ff: Ofw Paul Kirschstein 
lost without trace.

  20 January 1943 FW190A-4 Wn.2460         Black 5 + - 5/JG26

Believed to have been shot down by a 340 Squadron Spitfire over the Channel and the pilot baled out; 
burned. Ff: Fw Alfred Bartel +.

  20 January 1943 Bf109G-4 Wn.16113        Brown 12 + 6/JG26

In sea 3 miles east of Ramsgate, Kent. 11.40 hrs.

The pilot of this aircraft approached Ramsgate from the east, flying just below cloud, then turned 
southwards and flew as far as South Foreland, keeping a few miles out to sea. Making a right hand 
turn over land, the pilot then flew back towards Ramsgate but was attacked by a British fighter (608 
Squadron Spitfire) and the aircraft went into an uncontrollable dive, the pilot baling out at 8,000 feet. 
He was later picked up by an Air Sea Rescue Service launch and landed at Ramsgate.
Markings: 12 in brown.
ID: 60019, AW: red, Fl.H.Kdtr.E.16/VI, 8/2/42, FP: L 36351.
Ff: Uffz Heinz Marquardt.

The pilot had made forty-three War Flights and claimed three victories. It is assumed that the aircraft 
was involved in a mid air collision with Bf109G-4, 16141 of Lt Wenzel.

  20 January 1943 Bf109G-4 Wn.16102        Brown 7 + 6/JG26

In sea 10 miles east of Dover, Kent. 11.55 hrs.

Took off from Wevelghem, although based at Abbeville-Drucat, to fly a diversionary sweep off the Isle 
of Thanet.
The sixth Staffel flying its first operational sortie using the Bf109G, took off in three Schwarm, this 
aircraft flying no.4. It is believed that the whole Geschwader of about ninety aircraft took part in this 
diversionary sweep with the intention of enticing the British fighters into combat, leaving the route 
clear for a Jabo attack on London. Sighting British fighters the Schwarm dived for cloud but this pilot 
thinks he was hit by another aircraft as his cockpit cover flew off, so he baled out. Landing in the sea, 
the pilot managed to get into his dinghy but was not picked up until the afternoon of 22nd January, 
suffering from severe exposure.
ID: -, AW: red, Fl.H.Kdtr.E.16/VI, 13.8.42 & buff, L 35370, 20/10/42, FP: L 36351.
Ff: Uffz Heinz Budde unwell.

  20 January 1943 Bf109G-4 Wn.16141          Brown 11 + 6/JG26

Failed to return from operations to London and believed to have been involved in a mid-air collision 
with Bf109G-4, 16113 of Uffz Marquardt over the. 13.00 hrs. Ff: Lt Kurt-Erich Wenzel lost 
without trace.

  20 January 1943 FW190A-4 Wn.7037         Black 8+ I 8/JG26

Failed to return from operations to London and believed to have been shot down in combat by a 609 
Squadron Spitfire off Cap Griz Nes, France. Ff: Lt Hans Kümmerling +.

  20 January 1943          FW190A-4     Wn.2409     2+ < bomb               10/JG26 

Half a mile south of Capel, Surrey. 12.50 hrs. 

Started from northern France at 12.00 hrs to bomb London. The pilots on this raid were instructed to 
bomb London as a reprisal for the raids on Berlin; no specific targets being given. The pilot of this 
aircraft was the last to take off and found that he could not catch up with the formation, so dropped his 
bomb in the Channel and flew as a fighter escort for another formation. This aircraft came in from the 
sea over Eastbourne and was hit by AA fire in the engine. The pilot turned out to sea but realising that 
he could not make it home, turned inland and attempted to make a forced landing in a ploughed field but 
hit the top of a hill, bounced 200 yards and crashed into a coppice of young saplings. The engine broke 

Right and below: The 
remains of Hermann 
Hoch’s FW190 after his 
attempted forced landing 
at Capel. it’s remarkable 
that the pilot escaped 
without serious injury! 

MAP ID 12  (page 1148)

MAP ID 13  (page 1148)

MAP ID 14  (page 1148)
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  22 January 1943 Bf109F-4 Wn.8823 Red 23 + Eins Jabostaffel Süd.

Failed to return from operations. Ff: Lt Eberhard Dau lost without trace.

  23 January 1943 FW190A-3 Wn.5636              Black 14 + 10/JG26

Believed to have been shot down by AA fire off Eastbourne, Sussex. 09.50 hrs. Ff: Uffz Alfred Immervol 
lost without trace.

  26 January 1943 FW190A-4 Wn.145680                 Blue 7 + 10/JG2

Believed to have been shot down by a 266 Squadron Typhoon 12 miles off Start Point, Devon.  
16.16 hrs. Ff: Fw Karl Blase lost without trace.

  27 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.5462                  U5+GL 3/KG2

Deelen, Holland. Crashed during operations against England. Ff: Fw Gottlieb Gross +. Bo: Uffz Bruno 
Breuer +. Bf: Uffz Alfred Eissenhardt +. Bs: Uffz Erwin Blösch +.

  28 January 1943 Ju88D-1 Wn.430521                  F6+ML 3(F)/122

Believed to have been shot down by 167 Squadron Spitfires off  Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 15.00 hrs. 
Ff: Uffz Horst Scharze +. Bo: Uffz Walter Pilz +. Bf: Uffz Paul Wagner +. Bs: Uffz Karl Herbinger +.

  30 January 1943 Body

Cowgate, Eastbourne, Sussex.

A body identified by the name tag on a piece of shirt as Becker was washed ashore. Buried as ‘Unknown’ 
in Langley Cemetery, Eastbourne, Sussex.

  20 January 1943 Bf109F-4 Wn.13101  Erg JG Ost

Believed shot down by a 608 Squadron Spitfire between Dover and Folkestone, Kent. Ff: Oblt Karl 
Frentzel-Beyme (Staffelkapitän) lost without trace.

  20 January 1943 Do217E-4 Wn.1178                 U5+AM 4/KG2

Believed to have been shot down by a 141 Squadron Beaufighter during operations against London 
and fell 10 miles south-west of Dungeness, Kent. 23.59 hrs. Ff: Fw Leopold Heiden 53359/37,  
Bo: Fw Fritz Aigner 57359/1, Bf: Uffz Anton Schotthöfer 57359/33 and Bs: Fw Otto Strassner 62734/69 
all lost without trace.

THE RAiD oN LoNDoN oN 20 JANUARy 1943.
This raid was planned as a reprisal for the RAF raids on Berlin on 16 and 17th January 1943; 
the operation being undertaken by Jabo aircraft from 10/JG2 and IV/JG26 with diversionary 
sweeps being carried out by II and III/JG26. On the morning of Monday 18 January ten Jabo 
aircraft of 10/JG2 arrived at St Omer / Longuenesse to join 10/JG26 and at the same time II/JG26 
transferred from their base at Abbeville / Drucat to join III/JG26 at Coutrai / Wevelghem. It was 
then decided that St Omer / Longuenesse which had suffered from the effects of bad weather and 
RAF raids was not in a fit condition for the simultaneous take-off of a number of aircraft and 
that afternoon both Jabo Staffeln were transferred to Abbeville / Drucat, flying at low level. The 
operation was finally postponed owing to unfavourable weather conditions but the pilots were 
still kept in the dark as to their actual objective, although a large scale attack on Eastbourne was 
rumoured. Bomb racks were attached to several fighters from other Staffeln which were then 
attached to 10/JG2 and 10/JG26 to bring the strength up to fourteen aircraft per Staffel.
At about 11.00 hrs on Wednesday 20 January the Jabo pilots were briefed by a senior officer 
of JG 2 and were told that an attack was to be made on one of the larger British towns, with 
each aircraft carrying a 500 kg bomb, fitted with a 38 fuse. Two diversionary raids, each by two 
aircraft of JG 2 were to be made on Eastbourne and the Isle of Wight, the aircraft detailed for the 
latter raid were to land at Cherbourg / Mauportus.
The RAF fighters were to be drawn into combat by II and III/JG26 who were briefed to fly 
diversionary sweeps off the Kent and Sussex Coasts at 16/20,000 feet. The latter two Gruppen 
operated at full strength and raised a total of at least ninety aircraft consisting of Geschwader Stab 
4x FW 190’s, Stab I 3x FW 190’s, 4 & 5 Staffeln 14x FW 190’s each, 6 Staffel 10x Bf 109G’s, 
Stab II 3x FW 190’s and 7, 8, 9th Staffeln 14x FW 190’s each. The 6th Staffel, the only one to 
fly the Bf 109G had only received their aircraft three days previously and were making their first 
operational sortie using this type.
It was not until the Jabo pilots were about to enter their aircraft that the actual target of London 
was revealed. They were to fly in at low level, in close formation and to carry out a terror attack, 
bombing any suitable target they might see and then make their own way home as best they could. 

Left:  The crew of Do217 
U5+AM who were all 
lost without trace in the 
English Channel on 20 
January 1943. Note the 
comedian on the far right!

L-R; 
Bo: Fw Fritz Aigner
Ff: Fw Leopold Heiden 
Bf: Uffz Anton Schotthöfer 
Bs: Fw otto Strassner 

Right: Fw Leopold Heiden 
with his Dornier 217, 
most likely U5+AM.

 

Above: Uffz Alfred 
immervol, FW190 pilot 
shot down and killed on 
23 January 1943.
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