
 

Information Literacy:  How to Master College Research - Action Plan 

Part I – The Library 
You should become familiar with the resources available at your school’s library.  Visit the library and 

ask what kind of help they offer there.   

Part 2 – How to Expand a General Idea 

One way to expand a general idea is brainstorming.  But did you know that there are many different 

brainstorming techniques?  One type of brainstorming is called mapping or concept mapping.  Concept 

maps are graphical tools for organizing and representing knowledge. They include concepts, usually 

enclosed in circles or boxes of some type, and relationships between concepts indicated by a 

connecting line linking two concepts.  Words on the line, referred to as linking words or linking phrases, 

specify the relationship between the two concepts. (Novak & Cañas 2008).  Think about the example of 

concept mapping that was given during the workshop.   

Do an Internet search to learn about other brainstorming techniques and think about which ones you 

might want to use for future projects.  You could also ask a professor, tutor or librarian for ideas. 

List three different brainstorming techniques you found: 

Part 3 – Boolean Operators 

You have been instructed to find articles that discuss smoking and youth for one of your classes.  First, 

choose any database you would like to use through your library.  Visit the library if you need help.  You 

should also be able to find information regarding the library’s resources and databases on your 

school’s website.  When you have chosen a database, follow these steps:   

1. Search smoking AND youth; write the number of results here: 

2. Search smoking AND youth NOT marijuana; write the number of results here: 

3. Search smoking OR tobacco AND youth; write the number of results here: 

4. Look at the differences in the number of results and the topics covered for each set of results.  

Briefly describe the differences: 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 4 – Where to Go 
The World Wide Web is, of course, one place you can go to find information.  However, there is also 

the hidden web, also called the deep web.  The hidden web is the portion of content on the World 

Wide Web that is not indexed on standard search engines.  This includes your library’s catalog and 

subscription databases.  Complete the following activity in order to learn about the different results 

you can get when doing a search using Google versus doing a search with one of the library’s 

databases.   

1. Choose a topic to search.  Write that topic here: 

2. Choose one of your library’s databases and search the topic. Which database did you choose? 

3. Do the same search in Google. What are the differences when looking at the results?  Describe 

them here. 

Part 5 – Differences between Sources 

In the workshop you learned about the different types of resources that are available in library 

databases:  scholarly journals, trade publications, and popular publications.  Think of a topic you need 

or want to research.  Then, fill in the following information.  

My topic is: 

Find a scholarly journal or article related to your topic.  Fill in the following information regarding the 

source you found: 

 Title of publication: 

 Author(s): 

 Date/year published: 

 Who do you think the intended audience is for this publication? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Find a trade publication related to your topic. Fill in the following information regarding the source you 

found: 

 Title of publication: 

 Author(s): 

 Date/year published: 

 Who do you think the intended audience is for this publication? 

Find a popular publication that contains information related to your topic. Fill in the following 

information regarding the source you found: 

 Title of publication: 

 Author(s): 

 Date/year published: 

 Who do you think the intended audience is for this publication? 

Part 6 – Citing your Sources 

There are many different citation styles and which you will need to use may vary from class to class 

depending on the subject matter.  Know what style each of your instructors requires you to use and be 

consistent with the style you were instructed to use in each particular class.  Some library databases 

produce citations.  Also, there are some Internet sources that help you create citations (citation 

generators) and others that provide citations.  Be sure to ask your instructor if he/she allows the use of 

a citation generator and to recommend a reliable one if allowed. 

One Internet source that provides citations is Google Scholar.  Do a Google search for Google Scholar 

and search for any term of interest.  Choose an article that looks interesting and click on the “cite” tool 

under the name and brief description of the article.  You will see the citation for that article in three 

different styles.  Answer these questions. 

1. What term did you search? 

2. What are the names of the three citation styles? 
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