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Lesson Number: 36A 

Subject: Grade 11 History 

Term: 1 

Week: 9 Lesson Number: 36A 

Date: __/__/ 2021 

Unit: 11.2 Imperialism 

Topic 3: European Imperialism in Papua and New Guinea 

Learning Outcomes 

1. Explain and analyze the impact of the arrival of foreigners in Papua New Guinea. 

 

Introduction 
In lesson 36A, we begin the next topic on European imperialism in Papua and New 
Guinea. In this topic, we study the formal colonization of what is now Papua New 
Guinea. You would have learnt about the arrival of administrators and settlers in 
lesson 34A. Formal colonization of Papua New Guinea began when these types of 
Europeans arrived. If you have your Gr 11 History textbook, pages 121 to140 
contains information on this topic. Basically, three countries divided the Island of 
New Guinea amongst themselves back in the 1800s. Holland occupied the western 
half of the Island of New Guinea from 1828 onwards, whereas, the eastern half of 
the Island of New Guinea was further divided into two parts: North-eastern New 
Guinea came under German rule from 1884 to 1914 and South-eastern New Guinea 
came under British rule from 1884 to 1905. Later on, Australia formally took over 
British New Guinea from Britain in 1906 and renamed it Papua. In this lesson, let us 
focus on the British in New Guinea (Papua). Refer to the supplementary text below. 
This supplementary text will also be used in the next lesson. 
 
Instructions 
In your Lecture Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat 
and legible. (I will be checking your Lecture Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Read the supplementary text below and answer the practice exercise that follows. 
 

The British in New Guinea (Papua) (1884 -1906) 
The British had little interest in New Guinea because it had one of the biggest colonial empires 
throughout the world extending as far as Africa. British interest in Papua was to keep other 
powers out of the region because of Australia which was beginning to develop after being a 
former British colony. Britain did not use excessive force to take away land from the local 
people. In the British territory, the colonial authority decided which laws and rules should be 
made as well as ensuring that they were obeyed by the people. Courts decided if the laws 
were broken or not and this took several process and stages before a final decision was 
reached. This was the basis and the beginning of the colonial authority.  
 
Captain James Erskine a British Naval Officer raised the British flag in Port Moresby on 6th 
November 1884 on behalf of the government of Great Britain. The British claimed the south-
east of the island mainly to keep other powers out of the area. The British were not interested 
in using the people’s land and labour for commercial purposes. The British officials protected 
the people and their land. The officers appointed by the British government to look after the 
protectorates were called special commissioners. In December 1884 Sir Peter Scratchley 
became the first special commissioner who later died and he was replaced by Hugh Hastings 
Romily until 1886. Commissioner Romily was then replaced by John Douglas who 
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recommended Papua become a British Possession instead of being just a British Protectorate. 
Sir Peter died by severe malaria. He lasted for only three months in office. 
In 1888, the recommendations of Commissioner Douglas were considered when Papua 
formally became a British colony, a possession rather than just a protectorate. It was known 
as British Papua.  
From 1888 to 1898 Sir William Macgregor a medical doctor by profession became the first 
governor of the colony. He established an administrative system that linked Port Moresby with 
the rest of the colony. Through this system he divided the colony into four parts which he called 
Divisions. He engaged a resident magistrate in each division, namely the Western Division 
was based at Daru, the Central at Port Moresby, the Eastern at Samarai, and a South East 
Division at Misima. The resident magistrates take charge of the Armed Native Constabulary. 
The police was increased to 100 local recruits who assisted the colonial administration.  
 
Sir Macgregor explored nearly all the main rivers, islands and highest mountains in the colony. 
He accompanied his patrol officers and made the villagers feel his style of leadership and the 
people recognised the presence of the colonial administration. Sometimes people’s reception 
was hostile while some people friendly. In hostile situation the white men were assisted by the 
local police to talk to the people. He appointed village constables as an agent to the colonial 
administration. They provided uniforms and received an allowance of one pound a year. These 
village constables met colonial patrols and reported disputes, sickness and other problems in 
the villages.  Under Macgregor, the people were introduced to a new system of authority. The 
big man and chieftain systems were replaced by the colonial systems of authority where rulers 
were appointed by colonial authority. These people made the laws and they even punished 
the law breakers. The people had different views about law and order because the local people 
were used to their traditional customs and laws. The white man wanted to end tribal fighting 
but for the locals it is okay to take revenge. Macgregor is the pioneer Governor who worked 
tirelessly to change these world views of our people. 
(Source: Gr 11 History (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance Education. Department of 
Education) 

 
Practice Exercise 7 
 
Copy the questions into your exercise book and answer. 
 
1. Why did the British have little interest in New Guinea? 

 
2. What was Britain’s real interest in Papua? 

 
3. What was the basis for the British colonial rule of Papua? 

 
4. What happened on the 6th of November 1884? 

 
5. Papua became a British protectorate. What does the word protectorate mean? 


