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Introduction 

Worship, time spent as a community 

praising, confessing, proclaiming, and 

committing to God’s purposes, draws us into 

sacred experiences. Year A Worship 

Resources for 2022–23 provides suggestions 

and ideas for worship planning beginning 

with Advent on 27 November. Using this 

resource, the worshiping communities within 

the church are connected through the widely 

used cycle of biblical scripture readings, The 

Revised Common Lectionary. Each Sunday a 

service outline is provided with supporting 

material printed in this book wherever 

possible.   

 

A new feature of the Worship Resources 

book beginning Advent 2022 is the focus on 

New Testament Letters scriptures for over 

half of the service outlines with the remaining 

services based on a Gospel or Old Testament 

scripture.  

 

Scriptures from the Book of Mormon and 

Doctrine and Covenants are included in the 

worship service outlines where they support 

the biblical lectionary.  

 

Additional seasonal and special worship 

suggestions can be found on the church’s 

website. 

Three companion books, Sermon & Class 

Helps, Year A New Testament (with focus on 

the Letters), published in 2022, Sermon & 

Class Helps, Year A Old Testament (2019) 

and Sermon & Class Helps, Year A: New 

Testament (with focus on the Gospel 

according to Matthew), first published in 

2016, are available as a complement to the 

worship service outlines found in this 

resource. All three books include an 

explanation of the theme scripture, central 

ideas, and thought-provoking questions or 

speakers to consider.  

 

Corporate worship is the action of the 

people of God. Worship that has integrity 

will be consistent with the church’s best 

understanding of its identity, mission, 

message, and beliefs as stated in Sharing in 

Community of Christ: Exploring Identity, 

Mission, Message, and Beliefs (Herald 

Publishing House).  

 

In worship, people and congregations are 

formed in the ways of Christian discipleship. 

They are helped to become effective 

witnesses of the values and behaviors God 

wills for humanity. Often this requires us to 

stand against the selfish individualism 

rampant in many places. Worship helps us 

maintain our true identities as believers who 

are claimed by God’s boundless love for all 

and share this love with all we meet. 

 

In our God-centered worship, 

relationships with the Divine and with one 

another are formed and deepened. As 

communities of joy, hope, love, and peace, 

there should be a specific emphasis on 

making worship participatory, energetic, 

relevant to the needs of worshipers,  

and Spirit-filled. We hope this resource will 

assist you as you seek to be responsive to the  

leading of the Holy Spirit in the process of 

planning and conducting congregational 

worship. 

 

Our prayers and best wishes are with you 

as you minister in your congregation. 

—The First Presidency 

  



Worship Planning 

 

Planning Vibrant Worship 
The desire for vibrant worship resonates with 

congregations throughout the church. 

Community of Christ has a free-form worship 

tradition with few prescribed words or required 

actions. We have been free to develop methods 

and styles that particularly minister to our 

congregations. During the past decades, we have 

enjoyed increased creativity in worship planning 

and a wider base of participation. People in the 

church have given themselves and others 

permission to explore and experience widely 

varied styles of music, drama, preaching, prayer, 

and meditation. Increasingly we realize that, as 

God lovingly made each of us unique, we relate 

with and worship God in different ways. As part 

of a loving community, we value the opinions and 

creativity of all people. This can make worship 

planning creatively invigorating and sometimes 

difficult. 

Vibrant worship includes expanded 

opportunities for people to use their giftedness. 

Rather than a few ministers being the givers and 

the rest of the congregation the receivers, all can 

be givers and receivers. Good worship planning 

involves recognizing the gifts and potential of 

each person in the congregation. 

Careful planning of each service involves 

integration of a variety of worship elements into 

a seamless whole with purposeful integrity. 

Planning that uses a variety of elements, where 

worshipers truly participate instead of passively 

observe, is a vital foundation for vibrant worship. 

Worship Planning Basics 
Congregational worship planning throughout 

the church is shared among many people—

individuals of all ages, ordained or not ordained. 

This collaboration in planning worship enriches  

 

 

 

 

the services and makes them more representative 

of the entire congregation. 

Worship planning takes different forms, 

depending on the structure of the congregation 

and worship needs. In most cases, a service 

planned by two or more persons, in cooperation 

with the pastorate, produces better results than a 

service developed by an individual. Including the 

presider, speaker, a creative worship planner, and 

the musician in a planning group addresses the 

major functions frequently found in worship 

services. The sharing and synergy of the group 

process enhances worship planning. 

Worship planners should give focused 

attention to the following: first, identify the focus 

or theme of the service; then, select the elements 

of worship that best communicate the focus; and 

finally, choose the people who will provide the 

needed leadership. Worship participants should 

be given the parameters of their leadership 

responsibilities and enabled to share their unique 

ministry within those parameters. For example, 

preachers, storytellers, or “pray-ers” need to 

understand their roles within the context of the 

complete service, including the time allotted. It is 

important to select worship leaders after the 

service elements are planned, but the presider 

should be identified early in the process and be 

involved in the planning. 

Develop services with the needs, 

circumstances, and gifts of the congregation in 

mind. Service outlines may contain familiar 

elements: hymns, scriptures, prayers, Disciples’ 

Generous Response, and the spoken word. 

However, with a little creativity, these traditional 

elements can become more vibrant. For example, 

the spoken word is not always a sermon; it may 

be several brief statements, testimonies, or a 

dramatic presentation. When trying new things in 

worship services, there are bound to be some 



conflicts. Keep the following suggestions in 

mind: 

      Changes need to make sense; use them only 

if they fit. You need to be able to explain why 

you are making a change or doing something 

new. 

Don’t rush—prepare and practice new 

things carefully. Hasty, shabby construction 

guarantees collapse. Overhauling a long-held 

worship pattern is a long-term effort. 

Keep your congregation in mind—prepare 

the people and be sensitive to the preferences 

you know exist. Tell people what to expect. No 

one should be surprised (unless, of course, 

surprise is the desired effect). If you know an 

innovation will be a problem for a certain person, 

talk with him or her ahead of time and encourage 

the person to worship with an open mind. 

Accompany new elements with a generous 

helping of the familiar. People need the security 

of the familiar. Do familiar things in different 

ways. Employ your traditions, but do not be 

bound to them. Strike a balance by using new in 

combination with old. 

Maximize participation. Worship is not a 

spectator sport. Participation usually means a 

higher degree of preparation and investment in 

the outcome. 

Learn from books, classes, and 

observation, but don’t copy—personalize it. 

Listen and observe. Visit other congregations and 

denominations. Learn all you can and then 

personalize worship. What is God’s calling for 

your group? 

Ask for feedback. Solicit specific, balanced 

feedback. Don’t just poll your friends and family. 

Be sure to include a variety of people when 

asking what worked and what did not. 

Inclusive Worship 
In an integrated way, our worship should 

involve all God’s children: people of all ages, 

people from various cultures, those who speak 

various languages, those with various physical or 

mental abilities, seekers, members of many 

generations…everyone. We celebrate our 

differences! As a way to include people as both 

givers and receivers: 

Allow for Emerging  

Worship Skills 

• Use a children’s, youth, or modern-language 

Bible or paraphrase scriptures for easier un-

derstanding. This meets the needs of chil-

dren, youth, and seekers, and some people 

with mental impairments. 

• Make sure everyone can see, hear, or engage 

in worship in some way. 

• Provide children’s bulletins to reinforce the 

theme and scriptures of the day. Use graphics 

to identify common worship elements. For 

example, next to each prayer in the service, 

print praying hands; next to a song, print mu-

sical notes; and so on. Children and youth 

might design the bulletin cover. 

• Guide with your finger the reading of words 

and notes in the hymnal or bulletin for young 

children; show them how musical notes go up 

and down. 

• Practice new hymns and music with the con-

gregation or in classes before worship. 

• Sing songs relevant to youth experiences or 

camp experiences; invite children and youth 

to share meaningful contemporary music. 

• Allow time for discovery and awe; give time 

for meditation, contemplation, and exploring 

physical expressions of abstract concepts. 

• Use examples from the lives of the ages and 

experiences represented—for example, chil-

dren, youth, people from the inner city, or 

people who live in rural areas—in sermons. 

(Jesus’ parables are an example of this.) 

Allow for Emerging  

Leadership Skills 

• Match giftedness with the worship element. 

Some people naturally tell stories; some are 

more comfortable reading; some draw well. 

Look for opportunities to include various 

gifts and expressions in the worship service. 



• Provide plenty of practice time in the sanctu-

ary. Show people where and how they will sit 

and stand. Adjust microphones and lecterns 

to the height needed. Practice with the micro-

phones on. 

• Teach and sharpen worship skills in church 

school or other venues. Provide opportunities 

for people to share testimonies and pray 

aloud. 

• Help participants write prayers or testimo-

nies. 

• Encourage students to share developing 

skills. Have beginning music students play or 

sing during the Disciples’ Generous Re-

sponse or prelude. Have language students 

read a non-English poem and then translate it 

for the congregation. Drama students can 

share in a reading or vignette. 

• Provide training so the ministry of children, 

youth, new, or inexperienced members repre-

sents their best offering. 

• Enter into a lesson covenant between stu-

dents and the congregation. Pay for music or 

artistic training with the student agreeing to 

share that gift regularly with the congrega-

tion. 

• Include children and youth on worship-plan-

ning committees. Frequently integrate their 

ministry into the congregation’s  

worship so it does not become a once-in-a-

while oddity. 

Allow for Various Developmental 

and Spiritual Levels 

• Use visuals, drama, videos, and objects to of-

fer insight into abstract concepts. Children 

may “illustrate” the worship theme or scrip-

ture with drawings, drama, dance, rap, or mu-

sic. Add sensory input to stories: use fish-

shaped crackers when telling the loaves and 

fishes story, show video of a storm at sea, en-

ter with dirty sandals during a story of foot 

washing. 

• Use hymns and stories with imagery that 

draws on experiences (animals, water, and 

weather). Use recordings of nature sounds ra-

ther than music. 

• Associate clearly special events with sym-

bolic objects (Lord’s Supper [Communion] 

with bread and juice, baptism with water). 

• Explore the church when it is empty. Tour the 

entire sanctuary—let people play the organ, 

dip their fingers in the baptismal water, smell 

and touch the flowers, explore the rostrum 

and choir loft, check the public-address sys-

tem and preparation rooms, and talk into the 

microphones. Explain the furniture and the 

symbols. 

Allow for the Mix of Global/ 

Ethnic Congregants or Multiethnic 

Communities 

• Intentionally schedule musical styles and in-

struments from different cultures. 

• Share readings or testimonies in more than 

one language. 

• Share sacred traditions such as dance, poetry, 

and food from other cultures. 

• Sing alternate languages in hymn verses. 

• Celebrate sacred festivals; mutually ex-

change and support cultures. 

• Learn and enjoy a new repertoire of sacred 

music with an indigenous style. 

Allow Accessibility for  

Special Needs 

• The church, sanctuary, and rostrum should be 

accessible for those in wheelchairs or using 

walkers. If this is not possible, bring worship 

leaders to the same level as those in wheel-

chairs or using walkers. 

• Provide hearing-assistance devices for the 

hearing-impaired, and consistently use mi-

crophones so the devices pick up all sound. 

• If reinforced sound is not available, encour-

age people who are hearing-impaired to sit in 

the front rows. Speak and sing directly to-

ward them. 

• Include the sharing of gifts of those with ex-

ceptional needs. For instance, someone who 

is hearing-impaired and uses sign language 



can teach the congregation sign language to 

accompany scripture readings or hymns. 

Disciples’ Generous 
Response   
 An important element of worship is the op-

portunity to reflect on our response to God’s gifts 

of grace and love.  This moment is called the Dis-

ciples’ Generous Response.   

 “Listen to the testimonies of those respond-

ing generously. Follow your soul’s yearning 

to come home to God’s grace and generos-

ity.  Let gratitude show you the way.”  

—Doctrine and Covenants 165:2b 

 Generosity begins with gratitude. Our ability 

to be generous emerges from a spirit of thankful-

ness and not the burden of indebtedness. When 

we are “vulnerable to divine grace” (Doctrine and 

Covenants 163:10), we are open to receive God’s 

blessings.  When we regularly see and recognize 

God’s abundant gifts in our lives, we want to re-

spond and become more generous like God. 

When we are generous as God is generous, we re-

lease Jesus Christ’s mission to touch many lives 

around the world.   

 World Conference Resolution 1314, adopted 

at the 2016 World Conference, includes: “Stew-

ardship is whole-life response to God’s grace and 

the ministry of Jesus Christ.” Seeing all of life as 

a gift from God is a choice of faithful disciples. 

Stewardship is a whole-life response that springs 

forth from us once we choose to receive God’s 

grace and love as demonstrated through Jesus 

Christ.  

 If stewardship is a response to Jesus Christ 

that leads to using our whole life to build God’s 

kingdom, then another expression for whole-life 

stewardship is whole-life response. Our whole-

life response in living Christ’s mission is how we 

create God’s vision of Shalom. As we practice 

whole-life stewardship, we grow in our capacity 

for generosity. Whole-life stewardship is not fo-

cused on just a portion of our life. Instead, it asks 

how we generously use everything for God’s pur-

poses.   

 The six principles of a Disciple’s Generous 

Response help us grow into—and expand—our 

true capacity as faithful stewards who generously 

use everything for God’s purposes: 

• Receive God’s Gifts  

• Respond Faithfully 

• Align Heart and Money 

• Share Generously 

• Save Wisely 

• Spend Responsibly 

 The Disciples’ Generous Response element 

of worship provides opportunity to reflect on and 

be grateful for God’s love and grace and then to 

respond faithfully, through whole-life steward-

ship of time, talent, treasure and testimony, to fur-

ther Christ’s mission. 

An effective Disciples’  

Generous Response… 

• Focuses on one or more principles of a disci-

ple’s response to God’s generosity. 

• Supports one or more of Community of 

Christ’s Enduring Principles and Mission In-

itiatives. 

• Helps disciples recognize the sacred purpose 

of their contributions to mission tithes. 

• Has elements of a joyful celebration of 

thanksgiving and gratitude. 

• Contains generosity stories that integrate 

with the rest of the worship service.  

• Shares Christ’s ministry supported by contri-

butions to local and worldwide mission 

tithes, and lived out through Community of 

Christ members, friends, and affiliates.  

• Answers the questions: For what am I giving? 

How do my contributions support Christ’s 

mission, our mission—locally and world-

wide? 

• Is presented by an engaging and prepared 

worship participant (priesthood member or 

not) who believes in generosity and is a con-

tributor. 

 

http://www.cofchrist.org/disciples-generous-response
http://www.cofchrist.org/disciples-generous-response


Preparation 

• Share your personal story or testimony of of-

fering tithes in response to receiving God’s 

abundant generosity. 

• Focus on the sacred act of receiving and giv-

ing in response, rather than on the gift itself. 

• If using a story other than your own, take time 

to become familiar with it. Share how this 

story deepens your understanding or commit-

ment to offer tithes. 

• Speak from your heart, be honest, objective, 

and positive. If reading, choose when to 

pause, look up, and connect with people.  

• Make the story relevant to all ages. Consider 

the use of visuals, illustrations, or object les-

sons. 

If you need help, seek assistance from someone 

with more experience. 

Reminders 

• Tithing is a heart-felt response to God mov-

ing in our lives and calling us to share what 

we have received with others.  

• Giving is about grace and is a joy and privi-

lege. 

• For the reasons above, we “receive the offer-

ings” rather than “take up a collection.” 

• On the first Sunday of each month, undesig-

nated offerings go to Abolish Poverty, End 

Suffering which supports Oblation, and 

World Hunger. 

• We model generosity to Local and World-

wide Mission Tithes according to our true ca-

pacity. 

• Every contribution is important—to God, to 

the giver, and to the ministry of the church. 

• Givers’ generosity changes people’s lives 

and brings joy as Christ’s mission is realized. 

• Our whole-life stewardship, lived out 

through the Mission Initiatives, is how we 

further the whole mission of Jesus Christ, 

whose mission is our mission. 

 

Resources 

• Community of Christ website, contribution 

updates, practices of discipleship, financial 

information, generosity scriptures and 

templates, gratitude, Jack and Jenn videos 

and lessons, Sharing in Community of Christ 

• Choose Generosity—Discovering Whole-Life 

Stewardship (www.HeraldHouse.org) 

• Witness the Word Disciples’ Generous Re-

sponse videos on the church’s website.  

• Daily Bread blog on the church’s website.) 

• Herald articles (www.HeraldHouse.org)—

paper and electronic subscriptions available 

• Offering envelopes with printed messages 

and Jack and Jenn offering envelopes for 

children are available from congregational fi-

nancial officers. 

 

 

Sacrament of the  

Lord’s Supper   

In Community of Christ tradition, the Sacra-

ment of the Lord’s Supper is offered as the main 

focus on the first Sunday of each month, as well 

as other appropriate times of gathering within the 

church’s life. A primary purpose of this sacra-

ment is to remember the life, death, resurrection, 

and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. For the 

most up-to-date guidelines on the Sacrament of 

the Lord’s Supper, including online participation, 

consult the church’s website.  

It is suggested that these elements be included in 

every Communion service:  

• Communion Message 

Based on the sacrament of Communion. The 
focus scripture can be included in this message 
or offered as a separate message. For example: 

Communion Message 

Based on the sacrament of Communion OR 

Based on the sacrament of Communion and Mat-

thew 2:1–12/3:1–12 IV (an example of the focus 

scripture for the day) 

Communion Scripture 

Select a scripture reading from the following 
sacred writings that root the sacrament in 
scripture and Christian history.1 Corinthians 

file:///C:/Users/owner/Downloads/www.HeraldHouse.org


11:23-26; Matthew 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26; 
Luke 22:7-39 

• Invitation to Communion 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. The 

Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacra-

ment in which we remember the life, 

death, resurrection, and continuing pres-

ence of Jesus Christ. In Community of 

Christ, we also experience Communion as 

an opportunity to renew our baptismal 

covenant and to be formed as disciples 

who live Christ’s mission.  

 

Others may have different or added under-

standings within their faith traditions. We 

invite all who participate in the Lord’s 

Supper to do so in the love and peace of 

Jesus Christ. 

• Blessing and Serving of the Bread and Wine  

 

This can also be separated into “Blessing 

and Serving of Bread” followed by 

“Blessing and Serving of Wine.” 

 

  

 

Preaching Helps 

Proclamation of the Word has long been a 

foundation of Christian worship. Our Sunday 

services have often been referred to as “preaching 

services,” reflecting the central role of the 

sermon. In recent years, however, the sermon 

increasingly has been seen as only one element, 

albeit an important one, in the entire service. 

 

Worship planners should not begin planning 

by asking, “Who is the preacher?” Rather they 

should look at the entire service and consider 

what place, if any, a sermon will hold. Preaching 

is one way of proclaiming God’s word in 

worship. Other forms of the spoken word such as 

testimony, drama, video, or music may be used in 

addition to or instead of a sermon. 

 

The suggestions in Sermon & Class Helps, 

Year B: Old Testament are based on four 

principles. The first asserts that scripture is the 

source for the good news and should be the 

foundation of all sermons. The Revised Common 

Lectionary provides a sound scripture schedule 

and a beginning point for sermon preparation. As 

preachers, we are called to proclaim the Word—

to announce the good news. 

 

The second principle is that most memorable 

sermons contain a thesis or central idea. A thesis 

is more specific than a theme; it is a complete 

sentence that makes a positive declaration. At 

least two sample theses are suggested for each 

Sunday. You may choose to select one, think of a 

way to combine them, or think of another 

statement that relates to your experience. 

Your thesis idea may be stated explicitly in 

your presentation, or it may serve only as a guide 

as you prepare. However, the congregation 

should have a clear idea of what the thesis is by 

the end of your sermon. Do not try to do too much 

in one sermon—a simple idea clearly subdivided 

and illustrated is often a very good sermon. A 

sermon should have just one central idea. 

 

The third principle maintains that a powerful 

sermon must flow from the thoughts and personal 

experiences of the speaker. Because identifying 

these thoughts and experiences is one of the most 

difficult tasks for the speaker, a list of questions 

is presented to stimulate discovery. Every person 

has a rich accumulation of ideas and 

experiences—the hard part is retrieving them for 

use in supporting the thesis idea. Remember, 

these questions do not necessarily have one 



answer, nor do they necessarily have a right or 

wrong answer. 

 

The beauty of the lay ministry of our church 

is that each minister comes to the pulpit with real-

life experiences from which to draw. Your 

answers should be based as honestly as possible 

on these experiences and the experiences of 

others as you have observed them.  

 

Whether you acknowledge it or not, you are 

making theological assumptions all through your 

sermon. The questions posed here also try to 

make those assumptions explicit for your 

consideration. We hope the questions presented 

will get you started. Your personal testimony is 

the most powerful element of your sermon. Your 

personal testimony should always be included. 

Do not be afraid or embarrassed to share your 

failures and mistakes with the congregation. Be 

sure you are not always the hero or heroine of 

your own testimonies. 

 

The fourth principle emphasizes the primacy 

of the individuals who make up the congregation. 

To be effective, the sermon must address the 

personal interests and needs of the congregants 

and the interests and needs of their communities. 

The speaker should be alert to what those are. 

Sound advice comes from a great minister who 

observed that the effective preacher speaks with 

the Bible in one hand and the daily newspaper in 

the other. Religion has too often failed to be a 

powerful influence in people’s lives or has turned 

them off altogether when its spokespeople have 

misrepresented its promises, thus rendering it 

irrelevant to real human experience. Effective 

sermons are relevant to the immediate needs and 

experiences of the listeners. 

 

One final brief counsel: Prepare early and 

prepare thoroughly! Even if you do not have a 

specific sermon assignment in the immediate 

future, you constantly can assess your life’s 

experiences for their appropriateness as sermon 

material. Once you have a specific assignment, 

do not wait until the day before to organize your 

ideas. Never forget that God’s Spirit will bless 

your efforts as you prepare and as you stand 

before the congregation, leading you to offer 

ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Lectionary Use: 

The Living Word of Scripture 
 

 

And how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salva-

tion through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for re-

proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 

proficient, equipped for every good work.  

—2 Timothy 3:15–17 NRSV 

 

What Is a Lectionary? 
We have all heard lectures, maybe given by 

someone standing behind a lectern. In the old 

days, a lecture was usually read. In fact, the 

lecturer was called a lector. And if he (it was 

usually a “he”) read a passage of scripture, he was 

reading a lection. Today we often call them 

lessons. All these “lect” words have the same root 

word as lectionary; they all are based on the Latin 

word lectus, which means “read.” A lectionary is 

a schedule of scripture lessons to be read in 

worship on specific occasions or for a given 

length of time. 

Proclamation is a central element of Christian 

worship. The reading of scripture exhibits the 

centrality of God’s word as revealed in the 

scripture: the Word in Jesus Christ. To support 

that commitment, Community of Christ has 

adopted the most widely used lectionary today—

the Revised Common Lectionary (Abingdon 

Press  

1992). Based on the Christian calendar, the 

Revised Common Lectionary is a table of 

scripture passages prescribed for weekly worship 

during a three-year cycle. During that cycle we  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

remember the events and ministry of the life of 

Jesus while examining our lives. During that  

cycle, all other major themes of the Bible are also 

explored. 

How It Works 

The Christian calendar is an organized list of 

Christian religious commemorations, enabling us 

to focus on the birth, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ within the space of a 

year. Christmas, Easter, Advent, Lent, Pentecost, 

and Holy Week are just a few celebrations of the 

calendar. Beginning each year at Advent, the 

calendar is divided between: 

Festival Sundays—those Sundays that fall in 

the seasons of Advent/Christmas/Epiphany and 

Lent/Easter/Pentecost; and 

Ordinary Time—(ordinary meaning “the 

ongoing divine providence around us”) those 

Sundays that fall between the seasons following 

Epiphany and Pentecost. The Sundays are 

numbered and have the term Proper, as in 

Ordinary Time (Proper 4), to facilitate the 

location of a specific Ordinary Time Sunday in 

resources used throughout the Christian world. 

 

 

 



 

The Liturgical Year 

 

Advent 

The season encompassing the four Sundays 

before Christmas begins with the Sunday falling 

on or nearest 30 November. This is a time of 

preparation and penitence before Jesus’ birth 

and/or the Second Coming. 

Christmas 

Christ’s birth is celebrated during the 12 days 

from 25 December through 5 January. 

Epiphany 

Epiphany Day is 6 January. The length of 

Epiphany varies, depending on the date of Easter, 

and ends on Tuesday (Fat Tuesday) before Ash 

Wednesday. The Epiphany theme of 

“appearance” or “manifestation” usually includes 

the story of the wise men, the star, and the flight 

into Egypt. Another major focus of this season is 

on the growth, life, and teachings of Jesus. 

Lent 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (40 days 

before Easter, not including Sundays) and ends 

on Easter Eve. This is a season of personal 

reflection, inward soul-searching, and repentance 

as we remember Christ’s sacrifice. 

Holy Week 

This week includes: 

Palm/Passion Sunday: Christ’s triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem 

(The term Passion Sunday is used when no 

other Holy Week services will be scheduled. 

Passion Sunday focuses on all the events of Holy 

Week, starting with Palm Sunday and ending on 

Holy Saturday.) 

Maundy Thursday: remembering the Last 

Supper 

Good Friday: remembering Jesus’ suffering 

and death 

Holy Saturday: a day of fasting, reflecting 

on Jesus’ rest in the tomb 

Easter 

The Easter season begins Easter Sunday and 

celebrates Christ’s resurrection for 50 days. 

Easter Day is always the first Sunday after the 

first full moon falling on or after 21 March (falls 

between 21 March and 25 April). 

Pentecost 

Pentecost means “50 days” and is 50 days 

past Easter (including Sundays). It focuses on the 

coming of the Holy Spirit to the early church. 

Ordinary Time 

The time from Pentecost until Advent 

stresses Jesus’ teachings and other major themes 

of the scriptures. 

Because of the movement of the holidays in 

the calendar, the Christmas and Easter seasons 

“float” in relation to each other; therefore, the 

number of Sundays between them changes. 

 

Each year of the cycle is labeled either A, B, 

or C, and begins with Advent—not only with the 

anticipation of Jesus’ birth at Christmas but with 

the anticipation of the Second Coming—and is 

regarded as the beginning of the Christian year. 

At the end of three years, the cycle repeats. 



Each of the three years is distinguished by 

one of the Gospels: the book of Matthew in Year 

A, Mark in Year B, and Luke in Year C. John is 

distributed throughout the three years with a 

heavy emphasis during Christmas, Epiphany, 

Lent, and Easter, and in Year B because Mark is 

a shorter book. 

During Ordinary Time, the Hebrew 

Scriptures from the Mosaic tradition are read in 

Year A, the Davidic sequence in Year B, and the 

major prophets in Year C, with selections from 

some minor prophets. For example, in Year B the 

Old Testament readings are from the Davidic 

narrative because of Mark’s concern to present 

Jesus as the Son of David. 

It is traditional in Christian worship to have 

three texts read each Lord’s Day. Most 

lectionaries suggest three lessons: 

 

• Old Testament or Hebrew Scripture 

• New Testament—usually from an epistle, 

Acts, or Revelation 

• Gospel 

The text from the Psalms often is not 

considered a “lesson.” It was originally intended 

to follow the Old Testament reading as the 

congregation’s response to that text—praising 

God in the words of the ancient prayer book and 

hymnal of God’s people. Psalms are prayers 

presented in various ways: sung, paraphrased, 

chanted, and used in other ways as part of the 

service. While the other scriptures are to be heard 

and obeyed, the psalm is itself our response. 

There are two basic methods of scripture 

selection. Both are used in the Revised Common 

Lectionary: 

1. Readings selected according to the day, 

season, or occasion in the Christian year. 

2. Continuous or semi-continuous readings, 

using the layout of the books of scripture 

as the system, producing a reading of 

passages in sequence. The Revised Com-

mon Lectionary has sequential readings, 

but they are not always continuous, 

sometimes jumping certain passages. 

On the Sundays during the Christmas and 

Easter seasons, the readings form a set with 

themes related to the days or seasons. The Gospel 

text is central with the other readings selected to 

illuminate the meaning of the Gospel passage. 

During this time, the Old Testament lesson is 

chosen to inform the New Testament text. An 

example of this is the use of Isaiah lessons during 

Advent. 

During Ordinary Time, readings are semi-

continuous with no necessary connection among 

the lessons. This can often produce seemingly 

disparate scriptures to use in one service. 

However, this is to provide the opportunity to 

experience all the most important passages of 

scripture with the original poetry, history, and 

theology of the text. It is in the sum of all the 

passages, after all, that the fullness of the 

scripture message is found. During a three-year 

period, about 95 percent of the New Testament is 

used, as is about 60 percent of the Old Testament 

(Hebrew Scripture). 

Lectionaries have also been devised for daily 

use, usually on a two-year cycle with longer 

scriptures for personal meditation. The Lutheran 

Book of Worship and The Episcopal Book of 

Common Prayer use such a structure. The 

Revised Common Lectionary can be adapted for 

daily use by drawing from the other two years for 

the other six days of the week. The Daily Bread 

blog offers a one-year cycle of scripture readings. 

Community of Christ Use  

of the Lectionary 

Community of Christ follows a free-church 

tradition. The style of our worship comes 

originally from the mixing and sorting of styles 

from many denominations. In the early church, 

Joseph Smith Jr. and his followers developed a 

free-form pattern, heavily dependent on 

scripture-based preaching and celebration of the 

sacraments, but not bound by the parameters 

dictated by more liturgical denominations. This 

beginning has allowed our worship to be dynamic 

over the years, following changes in our 



understanding and theology and responding to 

God’s revelation to us. 

During the last decades of the 1900s, the 

church leadership developed annual themes 

supporting the theological or program direction in 

which the church membership was being led. An 

annual theme was then supported by monthly 

themes and weekly themes, used as the basis for 

weekly congregational worship. In addition, the 

church also continued to develop its own special-

emphasis days, such as Racial Justice Day, Youth 

Ministries Day, World Hunger Emphasis, and 

Heritage Day. All the hymns, readings, 

scriptures, and other resources were chosen for 

their ability to speak to the theme. 

During this time, the church’s involvement 

with the global and ecumenical community 

increased, as did its call for increased competency 

from its priesthood. The church began to 

recognize that it had moved away from scripture-

based preaching. There was a need for its 

members to be knowledgeable of their own canon 

and to be able to teach and preach from it. 

Beginning in the late 1970s, the Saints 

Herald published weekly themes with suggested 

scriptures, hymns, and short worship suggestions. 

In the 1980s and early 1990s, one suggested 

service per month was also provided. During that 

time the church began to explore increased use of 

the Christian calendar. We were already 

celebrating the central Christian festivals of 

Christmas and Easter, so we slowly began to 

incorporate the four Sundays of Advent; Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday of Holy Week; then 

Epiphany, Pentecost, and Lent. Congregational 

worship planners and preachers—often from 

small congregations—were largely on their own 

to produce services. 

Beginning in 1995, the church began to 

produce Worship and Program Helps, an annual 

book containing complete service suggestions for 

each Sunday of the year and sermon helps for 

each Sunday. With this came the opportunity for 

the church to use the Revised Common 

Lectionary. The book of helps provided an 

avenue to educate congregational leaders about 

the biblical lectionary, assist worship planners in 

basing worship on the lectionary scriptures, 

educate and assist preachers in exploring the 

scripture as a basis for teaching and preaching, 

and bring us more into communion with other 

Christian brothers and sisters. The response to the 

helps was overwhelmingly positive—with one 

exception. 

There wasn’t a prescribed lectionary for our 

Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants 

scriptures. Those scriptures were only chosen to 

fit the theme. There was no organized way of 

exposing Community of Christ people to those 

scriptures and including them in our worship. In 

1996, readings from the Book of Mormon and 

Doctrine and Covenants were developed to be 

used in conjunction with the Bible readings from 

the Revised Common Lectionary. Those were 

included as part of the lectionary from 1997 to 

2008. 

However, people who developed the service 

outlines for the resource rarely included the 

suggested Book of Mormon and Doctrine and 

Covenants scriptures because they did not often 

fit well with the theme and key Bible scripture. 

To offer scripture selections from these two 

books that are more suited to the theme and 

service emphasis, Book of Mormon and Doctrine 

and Covenants passages have been chosen 

specifically for their connection to the Bible 

scripture and theme. These Book of Mormon and 

Doctrine and Covenants scriptures are listed with 

the Bible scriptures at the top of the service 

outline where applicable. 

Our denomination still enjoys the variety and 

energy of free-form worship but again places 

more of the worship foundation on scripture. 

How to Use the Lectionary in Worship 

Don’t make it “legal”—make it 

inspirational. The lectionary was developed to 

enhance worship and understanding, not to 

inhibit it. Many combinations of scriptures are 

confusing when viewed together. Look at that as 

a creative challenge to worship planning and 

sermon preparation. 



Try to connect other important occasions. 

Significant issues locally, nationally, or globally 

can be addressed while using the lectionary. 

Important dates and issues need to be 

remembered and celebrated in the life of a 

denomination, congregation, or individual. 

Worship Resources attempts to combine our 

Community of Christ calendar days, such as 

Youth Ministries Day and Heritage Day, with the 

prescribed lectionary. 

Don’t follow the prescribed texts at the 

price of needed ministry. Speakers and other 

worship leaders should be free to respond to 

current issues and open to the leading of the 

Spirit. They can abandon the texts occasionally 

for special needs. 

Preachers should not go straight for 

resources such as sermon aids and 

commentaries. First, internalize the text and 

explore the questions that emerge. No resource 

can replace prayer and study. We should allow 

the text to wash over and through us before we 

start washing it with our own agenda. 

Use passages in context with their 

surrounding scriptures. Don’t be limited to just 

the prescribed verses. Explore the context of 

passages with the congregation. 

Explore the history and interpretation of 

the passages. Make liberal use of commentaries 

and other resources to research the “story behind 

the story.” 

Read a variety of versions for poetic and 

interpretative differences. Passages may be 

modified to use inclusive language; for example, 

use “brothers and sisters” where the text reads 

“brothers” and “people” where it uses “men.” 

Use other scriptures to supplement and 

illustrate the primary text. 

Relate the passages to the lives of those in 

the congregation. Bring them into the present. 

Develop a series of sermons covering 

sequential lessons. For example, the four 

consecutive weeks with scriptures from Job 

easily would form the basis of a series. 

Extend scripture use beyond the worship 

service. Recommend that individuals, families, 

and groups read, study, and pray about upcoming 

scripture lessons. Encourage them to prepare 

ahead and reflect on the past. Congregants can 

meet during the week to study the passages for 

use the following Sunday. Even ecumenical 

groups of clergy can meet in the same way to 

explore together the meanings and possibilities of 

the scripture. Print the following Sunday’s 

readings in the worship bulletin. 

Use scripture lessons as a basis for 

midweek prayer services. 

Use the lectionary as a guide for church 

school teachers or other teachers and youth 

leaders to link their classes with 

congregational worship and prayer services. 

The Develop Disciples to Serve/Lessons and 

Ideas section of the Community of Christ website 

includes lectionary-based practices of 

discipleship, focus moments, and other resources 

for all ages.  

Use the lessons to inform the structure of 

the service. See how the lessons fit together and 

flow. Use them as integral parts of the service. 

The entire service can be built around scripture 

lessons. 

Let lessons inform the parts of the service 

in addition to the sermon: the content of 

prayers, affirmations of faith, and hymns. 

Encourage preparation for reading. Teach 

members how to enhance their public reading 

skills. 

Explore creative ways to use scripture. 

They are endless and include such examples as 

the following: 

• Read passages solo, in dialogue, groups, 

speech choirs, or with the entire congrega-

tion. 

• Dramatize in different ways, such as mono-

logue, mime, clown, reading with move-

ment, or skit. 

• Dance—interpretative or nonrepresenta-

tional movement. Have the congregation 

participate in movement. 

• Illustrate with banners or pictures drawn by 

church school classes. 



• Use real items to illustrate a passage; for ex-

ample, exhibit a real oxen yoke for Matthew 

11:30 NRSV, “For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

• Use the prescribed readings in calls to wor-

ship, responsive readings, prayers, offerto-

ries, poems, stories, and the sermon text. 

• Employ different senses where possible. 

• Use hymns, songs, or praise choruses that 

explore the scripture. 

• Have an instrumentalist accompany the 

reading. 

• Use chalk talk, slides, or other visual art to 

accompany the reading or to represent it. 

The Lectionary… 

…expands our scriptural literacy. With an 

increased emphasis on scripture in our worship, 

we are encouraged to read, explore, and study. 

For a people blessed with three books of 

scripture—more than most Christian 

denominations—we are a people largely 

unfamiliar with our canon.  

Generally, we are not as knowledgeable 

about the Bible as many of our Christian sisters 

and brothers.  

Churches that use a lectionary usually hear 

more scripture in worship than those that do not. 

Our increased use stretches us, educates us, and 

influences our formation as Christians, affecting 

our understanding and actions that follow 

worship and send us out to discipleship. 

…encourages better preaching and 

worship planning. Not only is preparation for 

preachers, musicians, other worship participants, 

and service planners made easier by knowing the 

scriptures in advance, but use of the lectionary 

encourages discipline to read, search, and analyze 

in ways we may have not “needed” to do 

previously.  

In addition, an abundance of music, sermon, 

and worship-planning resources are available 

developed around this system. 

…spurs us to wrestle with the human 

issues posed in the scriptures. In the past, our 

church worked from a system of themes and fit 

weekly scriptures into that system.  

We had the opportunity to use only the 

scriptures we wanted to acknowledge, the ones 

that were easy to understand or comfortable for 

us. We are now challenged to work with even the 

uncomfortable scriptures, explain their historic 

and theological significance, and relate those 

passages to our own lives and the lives of the 

people in our congregations. 

…guides our preparation for worship. It 

enables members of the congregation, 

individually—or as families or study groups—to 

study the lessons in advance and participate in the 

sermon as prepared listeners.  

The people in the pews share responsibility 

for preaching. When we gather as a congregation 

of prepared worshipers ready to participate in 

equal part with worship leaders—not just a 

passive audience—it makes our minds and spirits 

more receptive to the touch of the Divine. 

…provides the ecumenical community an 

important link for worshiping, praying, and 

working together. Through ecumenism we 

recognize the global nature of the church of Jesus 

Christ.  

We are not the only ones following gospel 

teachings in our pursuit of peace and love; we 

share many of our struggles and beliefs with 

others in Christianity.  

The lectionary provides an additional link 

through the commonality of preaching aids, 

devotional resources, and commentaries. It 

provides unity as we gather together around the 

Word. 

…calls us to remember and celebrate 

weekly the love of God as witnessed by us 

through the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. It calls us to remember the 

sacramental moments of that life and death each 

year. 

The History of the Lectionary 

The use of a lectionary reaches back to pre-

Christian history. In Jewish tradition, readings 

from Jewish scripture were used in synagogue  



services. Readings of continuous passages were 

prescribed for special Jewish feasts and ordinary 

Sabbaths. The first example of Jesus’ public 

ministry may have been his observance of this 

ritual in the synagogue described in Luke 4:16–

19. 

The early Christians, following the pattern of 

synagogue worship, used assigned readings on 

the Sabbath. By the fourth century, schemes of 

readings from both the Hebrew and Christian 

scriptures had formed. 

Through the centuries, although the calendar 

itself changed and lectionaries among churches 

did not always agree, this practice continued. 

Over time, more special days, including days for 

many saints, were added. But every few 

centuries—after the addition of special days had 

increasingly complicated the continuous reading 

of scripture—dates would be winnowed out to 

restore simplicity. 

During the Protestant Reformation in the 

sixteenth century, various religious camps 

developed differing views leading to slightly 

different lectionaries, but the worship of the 

people was again returned to the more historical 

basis.  

Most saints’ days were deleted and reading 

the Bible straight through a passage at a time was 

again preferred. Teaching was also emphasized. 

The past 50 years have seen a reformation in 

Christian worship. Growing dissatisfaction with 

the Roman Catholic lectionary and others in use 

led to unprecedented calls for renewal. Clergy 

and members expressed discontent with the 

lectionary in several areas. With a calendar that 

had again become complicated, they called for a 

return to the centrality of the scripture read and 

proclaimed. They complained of the nonuse of 

many significant parts of scripture, the haphazard 

text selections in Ordinary Times, and the lack of 

interconnection among lessons on any given 

occasion. 

The Second Vatican Council (1962–65), 

from its search to provide spiritual renewal, 

update the church, and promote unity with all 

Christians, produced important developments in 

the liturgical life of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The council ruled: 

The treasures of the bible are to be 

opened up more lavishly, so that 

richer fare may be provided for the 

faithful at the table of God’s word. In 

this way a more representative por-

tion of the holy scriptures will be 

read to the people in the course of a 

prescribed number of years. 

—Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 

Sacrosanctum Concilium 51,  

Vatican Council II, 1964 

As a result of the changes called for by the 

council, and in consultation with other Christian 

denominations, a new table of readings for the 

Roman Catholic Church was compiled. 

The Roman Catholic Lectionary for Mass 

(1969) was a table of scripture readings for the 

Sunday mass. It was well received by the Roman 

Catholic community and was so instantly popular 

with many Protestants and Anglicans that five 

other denominations soon developed their own 

three-year cycles based on the Catholic model.  

Unfortunately, this produced discrepancies 

that proved disruptive to the ecumenical 

community in its worship and in producing 

resources for preaching. The tables needed 

harmonizing and standardization. 

As an ecumenical response to revision of the 

Roman Catholic book, the Common Lectionary 

was published in 1983 as a proposal by the 

Consultation on Common Texts, a committee 

originally composed of representatives from 13 

churches from Canada and the United States. 

Widely used in the English-speaking world, the 

Common Lectionary was adopted by many major 

denominations with a variety of traditions. The 

Consultation on Common Texts, now including 

representatives of 22 churches or church agencies 

in the United States and Canada, tested the 

schedule through two three-year cycles and 

invited churches to use it and offer suggestions 

for modification. Several problems became 

evident: 



• The Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) les-

sons were often paired with New Testament 

ones in an effort to see the Hebrew Scrip-

tures as anticipating the coming of Christ, 

instead of reading them within their own 

context: God’s interaction with people of 

faith. 

• In terms of remembering women of faith 

and highlighting the numerous feminine im-

ages of God in scripture—the role of biblical 

women was woefully inadequate in the 

schedule. 

• Insensitivity to cultural and religious context 

of scripture—for example, anti-Semitism. 

• Uneven inclusion of verses—for example, 

on the first Sunday in Lent in Year B, the 

Old Testament lesson was Genesis 9:8–17, 

which contains God’s covenant with Noah 

and the appearance of the rainbow. Missing 

in this reading or at any other time in Year B 

was the story about building the ark and the 

storm. There was closure but no story. 

After addressing those concerns, the resultant 

and final modified table was the 1992 Revised 

Common Lectionary, which is still in widespread 

use today. 

 

Lectionary-based Resources 
These books can be purchased or ordered 

through many Christian bookstores or online 

booksellers. When the reference notes “set of 

three” or lists three ISBNs, the resource is 

available for each of the three years of the 

lectionary cycle. E-books are listed where 

available. Be sure to designate Year A, B, or C 

when ordering. This year is Year B (2020–21). 

 

The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2021 

Includes weekly sermon ideas, commentaries, 

and liturgical resources. 

Tanya Linn Bennett, ed. 

Abingdon Press, 2020 

 ISBN  9781501896637 paperback 

 ISBN  9781501896644 e-book 

 

Children’s Sermons for the  

Revised Common Lectionary 

The author chooses one of the lectionary scrip-

tures each Sunday and prepares a focus moment 

using the five senses. 

Philip D. Schroeder 

Abingdon Press, 1997 

Year A ISBN 9780687049967 paperback 

Year B ISBN 9780687018277 paperback 

Year C ISBN 9780687055777 paperback 

 

Choosing Contemporary Music: 

Seasonal, Topical, Lectionary Indexes 

Compiled by Terri Bocklund  

McLean and Rob Glover 

Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 2000 

ISBN 9780806638744 paperback 

 

 

Feasting on the Word: Preaching the 

Revised Common Lectionary 

David L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, eds. 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2011 

Years A, B, C  

ISBN 9780664261320 (6-volume set)  

Year C Paperback 4-Vol. Set  

ISBN  9780664260507 (4-volume set)  

Individual Kindle edition e-books (12) are also 

available from www.amazon.com. 

 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion,  

Year C, Liturgies for Year C,  

Two-Volume set  ISBN 9780664261955 

Lectionary readings and prayers. 

Kimberly L. Clayton, ed. 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2015 

 



Feasting on the Word Advent through  

Transfiguration  

ISBN 978-0664239619 

 B0053QLTNS Kindle edition e-book 

 

Feasting on the Word  

Children's Sermons for Year C 

ISBN: 978-0664261092 

Carol A. Wehrheim 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2017 

 

Forbid Them Not—Involving Children 

in Sunday Worship 

Includes sermon illustrations, children’s work-

sheets, and creative ways to involve children in 

worship. 

Carolyn C. Brown 

Abingdon Press, 1992–94 

Year A ISBN 9780687132553 paperback 

 ISBN 9781426730726 e-book 

Year B ISBN 9780687132560 paperback  

 ISBN 9781426739026 e-book 

Year C ISBN 9780687132652 paperback 

 B0055POAQK       e-book 

 

Gathering: Resources  

for Worship Planners 

Quarterly magazine containing diverse creative 

worship resources including readings, prayers, 

scripts, hymn texts, and service outlines. 

United Church of Canada 

3250 Bloor St. W., Ste. 300 

Toronto, Ontario M8X 2Y4 

Canada 

(416) 231-7680, ext. 4024   

OR 800-288-3781 ext. 4024 

magazines@united-church.ca 

www.ucrdstore.ca/magazines/gathering 

Imaging the Word: An Arts 

and Lectionary Resource 

Collections of poetry, readings, and visual arts 

based on the lectionary (set of three). Each vol-

ume begins and ends at Proper 17 of the cycles 

listed. 

United Church Press, 1994, 1995, 1996 

Volume 1: Cycle B–C  

ISBN 9780829809718 paperback 

Volume 2: Cycle C–A  

ISBN 9780829810332 paperback 

Volume 3: Cycle A–B  

ISBN 9780829810868 paperback 

 

In Touch with the Word 

Set of four lectionary-based prayer reflections 

with suggestions for adults, teenagers, and chil-

dren for each Sunday in Ordinary Time, plus the 

special seasons. 

Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart 

Saint Mary’s Press, 2004–9 

Cycle A ISBN 9780884898511 paperback 

Cycle B ISBN 9780884898535 paperback 

Cycle C ISBN 9780884898559 paperback 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter 

ISBN 9780884898573 paperback 

 

Keeping Holy Time 

Scripture study guide for the Revised Common 

Lectionary with a lesson for each Sunday (set of 

three). 

Douglas E. Wingeier, ed. 

Abingdon Press, 2001–3 

Year A ISBN 9780687098279 paperback 

Year B ISBN 9780687052349 paperback 

Year C ISBN 9780687079773 paperback 

 

Lectionary Story Bible 

Includes one or two stories from the lectionary for 

each Sunday of the church year. The books also 

include a scripture index of the stories included in 

the collection for non-lectionary settings and 

uses.  For ages 3–8. 

Ralph Milton 

Wood Lake Books, 2009 

Year A ISBN 9781551455471 hardcover 

Year B ISBN 9781551455648 hardcover 

Year C ISBN 9781551455761 hardcover 

(set of 3) ISBN 9781551455778 hardcover 

 

 

 



The New Handbook of the Christian 

Year, 2nd ed. 

Ecumenical look at the Christian calendar and 

lectionary with resources for special days. 

Hoyt L. Hickman and others 

Abingdon Press, 1992/2010 

ISBN 9780687277605 paperback 

B0055POAUQ Kindle edition e-book 

 

The Pastor’s Underground Guide to 

The Revised Common Lectionary 

Set of weekly commentaries on all the lectionary 

passages with an emphasis on what might be 

missed in more traditional approaches to the lec-

tionary (three volumes). 

Shelley E. Cochran 

Chalice Press, 1995–97 

www.chalicepress.com 

Year A ISBN 9780827229464 

Year B ISBN 9780827229471 

Year C ISBN 9780827229488 

 

Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary 

Discussion of the scriptures with music and wor-

ship helps.  

(12-volume series—four for each year) 

Thomas B. Dozeman, Kendall McCabe,  

and Marion Soards 

Abingdon Press, 1992–94 

www.amazon.com 

Preaching through the Christian Year: 

A Comprehensive Commentary on the 

Lectionary 

Set of weekly commentaries on all the lectionary 

passages (three volumes). 

Fred B. Craddock, John H. Hayes, Carl R. Hol-

laday, and Gene M. Tucker 

 

Bloomsbury Publishing: T&T Clark, 1992–94 

www.bloomsbury.com 

Year A ISBN 9781563380549 

Year B ISBN 9781563380686 

Year C ISBN 9781563381003 

 

 

Prepare! 2021–2022 NRSV Edition: 

An Ecumenical Music & Worship Planner 

Published annually. Service-planning resource 

including texts of readings and suggestions for 

vocal solos, anthems, contemporary songs, and 

other keyboard selections. 

David L. Bone  

Abingdon Press, 2021 

ISBN 978-1791012007 spiral bound 

 

Revised Common Lectionary 

Daily Readings 

Prepared by the Consultation on Common Texts. 

Includes suggested scripture readings for every 

day of the year through the three-year lectionary 

cycle. 

Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 2005 

PDF file is available at www.commontexts.org 

 

Sharing the Sunday Scriptures with Youth 

Maryann Hakowski 

Saint Mary’s Press, 2000 

Cycle A ISBN 9780884895466 

Cycle B ISBN 9780884894100 

Cycle C ISBN 9780884894315 

 

 

Texts for Preaching: A Lectionary 

Commentary Based on the NRSV 

Walter Brueggemann, Charles B. Cousar, and 

others 

Westminster John Knox Press, 1993–95, CD 

2007 

Year A  ISBN 9780664219277 hardcover 

Year B ISBN 9780664219703 hardcover 

B00SLHGU9E Kindle edition e-book 

Year C  ISBN 9780664220006 hardcover 

CD-ROM Years A, B, C        

ISBN 9780664231934 

 

Touch Holiness: Resources  

for Worship, Updated 

Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, eds. 

The Pilgrim Press, rev. ed., 2012 

 ISBN 9780829819083 paperback 

 B009P5RJX2 Kindle edition e-book 



Treasures Old and New: 

Images in the Lectionary 

Gail Ramshaw 

Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 2002, 2014 

 ISBN 9780800631895 hardcover 

 ISBN 9781451486124 paperback 

Worship Resources  

Taught by Love: Worship Resources for Year A 

Lavon Bayler 

United Church Press, 1998 

 ISBN 9780829812350 paperback 

 

Led by Love, Worship Resources for Year B 

Lavon Bayler 

The Pilgrim Press, 1996 

 ISBN 9780829811247 paperback 

 

Gathered by Love: Worship Resources for Year 

C 

Lavon Bayler 

The Pilgrim Press, 1994 

 ISBN 9780829810080 paperback 

www.thepilgrimpress.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary-based  
Websites 

Sermon and Scripture Sites 

The Upper Room Resources 

https://www.upperroom.org/resources 

Anglican (Anglican Diocese of Montreal) 

montreal.anglican.org/comments 

The Christian Century 

www.christiancentury.org/ministry/reflections 

-lectionary 

Homiletics Online 

Sermon helps, images, etc.—requires an  

annual fee 

www.homileticsonline.com 

The Living Pulpit 

www.pulpit.org 

Seasons of the Spirit—Spirit Sightings 

Current examples based on lectionary scripture 

www.seasonsonline.ca/10/65 

The Text This Week 

www.textweek.com 

The United Methodist Church 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/ 

 

Vanderbilt University 

lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu 

Working Preacher (a ministry of the Center 

for Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary) 

www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx 

Children’s Materials 

www.kidsermons.com/books.html 

www.sermons4kids.com 

 

 

http://www.thepilgrimpress.com/
https://www.upperroom.org/resources
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx
http://www.sermons4kids.com/


Worship Service Suggestions

Resources Used  
in Services 

Where possible, the texts of suggested 

readings, stories, and other items are included in 

the service. However, if this is not practicable—

for copyright or other reasons—complete 

information about the item’s source and 

availability is included in the service outline.  

 

Worship planners are encouraged to look over the 

suggested outline at least six weeks before the 

date of the service so resources can be ordered, 

downloaded, or obtained from a local library. 

Hymnals 
Hymns and songs suggested in this book 

come from Community of Christ Sings (CCS), 

Herald Publishing House, 2013. To order 

hymnals, call Herald House Customer Service at 

(800) 767-8181 or order online at 

www.HeraldHouse.org. 

Copyright 
Items in the service outlines that are accompanied 

by a copyright notice or indicate they are used by 

permission may not be reprinted for any purpose 

unless permission from the owner is obtained. 

Any items taken from Herald House publications 

or copyrighted by Community of Christ may be 

reprinted for use in worship services without 

requesting permission. 

Hymns, song texts, and tunes may not be 

reprinted or projected unless they are in the  

public domain. However, most texts and tunes in 

Community of Christ Sings may be reproduced 

and projected under an umbrella license, such as 

OneLicense (below). 

Any text, tune, story, or other reading 

included in this resource may be shared in live 

ministry in worship without permission. 

Prerecorded music from a legally purchased tape,  

 

 

CD, or download may be played in worship 

without permission. However, prerecorded 

videos and movies (in whole or in part) may not 

be played in worship without permission unless 

such permission is granted in the copyright 

statement on the movie or video jacket or 

container. 

To simplify obtaining permission to use 

restricted items in worship services, agencies 

have been formed to represent the interest of 

copyright owners and administer their property. 

The names and contact information for these 

agencies are as follows: 

 

• Most congregations will find it advantageous 

to purchase an annual umbrella license (cost 

varies by congregation size) that gives per-

mission to reprint and project hymn tunes and 

texts administered by OneLicense. To reprint 

or project copyrighted hymn texts and tunes, 

contact OneLicense at (800) 663-1501,  

info@onelicense.net, or www.onelicense.net. 

• Another organization that administers hymn 

and song copyrights is Christian Copyright 

Licensing International (CCLI) at 

www.CCLI.com or 17205 SE Plain Blvd., 

Suite 150, Vancouver, WA 98683, USA. 

Phone: (800) 234-2446 or (360) 553-7500. 

Fax: (360) 553-7205. 

• For showing videos and movies, contact: 

Christian Video Licensing International  

(888) 771-CVLI 

www.cvli.com 

OR Motion Picture Licensing Corporation  

(800) 462-8855 

www.mplc.com 

info@mplc.com 

• Creative Commons is a nonprofit organiza-

tion that helps overcome legal obstacles to 

sharing knowledge and creativity to address 

file:///C:/Users/owner/Downloads/www.HeraldHouse.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Downloads/www.onelicense.net


the world’s pressing challenges.  

www.creativecommons.org 

• Missional Leaders and All Things Are Spir-

itual are two additional Community of 

Christ web resources. 

www.missionalleaders.org 

www.allthingsarespiritual.org  

Service Outlines 
This section contains service outlines for 

each Sunday of the year. Elements common to 

Community of Christ worship over many years 

are included: prayers, hymns, scripture readings, 

preaching, offertory (Disciples’ Generous 

Response), and (on the first Sunday of each 

month) the Lord’s Supper (Communion). In some 

cases, these elements are presented in 

nontraditional ways, such as a responsive reading 

or drama. 

Alternative elements are frequently offered in 

the service outlines in recognition of the variety 

of congregations throughout the church. Choose 

and tailor the elements that fit your 

congregation’s personnel resources and 

giftedness. Some services include the suggestion 

to show a brief video or excerpt of one. These can 

provide opportunity to experience different forms 

and senses in worshipful ways. When videos or 

other media are projected on a screen or items 

copied for distribution, it is important that 

copyrights be observed as described on the 

previous page. 

Isaiah Model 
Although not identified as such, expressions 

of the four elements of holistic worship based on 

Isaiah 6:1–8 (praise, confession, proclamation of 

the word, and commitment) are included in each 

service. In particular, elements of confession 

have been woven into each service outline since 

confession is often missing from Community of 

Christ worship experiences. Worship planners are 

advised to keep the four elements from Isaiah in 

mind as they prepare services for their specific 

congregations. 

Scripture 
Each service includes several suggestions for 

the use of scripture, including texts from the Bible 

and some from the Book of Mormon and 

Doctrine and Covenants. Plentiful use of 

scripture in the service helps worshipers hear the 

story of God’s people that spanned many years in 

the Christian and pre-Christian tradition. 

Scripture helps us stay grounded in God’s word. 

Mission Prayer 
God, where will your Spirit lead today? 

Help me be fully awake and ready to respond. 

Grant me the courage to risk something new 

and become a blessing of your love and peace. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for Peace 
As an expression of the call to “pursue peace” 

and “share the peace of Jesus Christ,” it is 

suggested that a prayer for peace be a daily 

spiritual discipline. This includes each 

congregation’s weekly worship service. 

Therefore, each Sunday service in this book 

includes a prayer for peace. While those planning 

the service will determine the form of this prayer, 

congregations may choose to use the prayer for 

the day found on the Community of Christ 

website (www.CofChrist.org), compose their 

own prayer, or ask a member of the congregation 

to offer the prayer extemporaneously. Ringing a 

chime and lighting a peace candle are integral to 

the Daily Prayer for Peace held at the Temple in 

Independence, Missouri. Congregations may 

want to use either or both of these in their 

services. Whatever the form chosen, the 

important principle is that a prayer for peace is 

offered each week in each congregation of the 

church throughout the world. 

http://www.cofchrist.org/


Sunday Daily Prayer for Peace Countries

November 27 The Netherlands 

 

December 4 Portugal 

December 11 Belgium 

December 18 Morocco 

December 25 South Africa 

 

January 1 All Nations 

January 8 Dominica 

January 15 Saudi Arabia 

January 22 Guinea 

January 29 Sri Lanka 

 

February 5 Singapore 

February 12 South Korea 

February 19 Jordan 

February 26 Peru 

 

March 5 Guatemala 

March 12 Barbados 

March 19 Central African Republic 

March 26 Madagascar 

 

April 2  Spain 

April 9  São Tomé and Príncipe 

April 16  Iceland 

April 23  Kosovo 

April 30  Tunisia 

 

May 7  Saint Lucia 

May 14  Kazakhstan 

May 21  Syria 

May 28  Uruguay 

 

June 4  The Netherlands 

June 11  Indigenous Peoples of Europe 

June 18  Democratic Republic of Congo 

June 25  Angola 

 

July 2  The Bahamas 

July 9  Republic of Congo 

July 16  Liberia 

July 23  Guyana 

July 30  Cuba 

 

August 6 Saint Kitts and Nevis 

August 13 United States of America 

August 20 Micronesia 

August 27 Tonga 

 

September 3 Zambia 

September 10 The Occupied Palestinian 

September 17 Republic of Macedonia 

September 24 Cuba 

 

October 1 Belarus 

October 8 Tanzania 

October 15 Uzbekistan 

October 22 Niger 

October 29 Ghana 

 

November 5 Ireland 

November 12 Indigenous Peoples of Oceania 

November 19 Nicaragua 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Year A (2022-23) Scriptures and Themes 
 

Note: Inspired Version (IV) Bible verse numbers are noted where they differ;  

bold indicates scriptures to which the theme most closely tied.  Based on the Revised Common Lectionary. 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

27 Isaiah 2:1-5 

 First Sunday of Advent (Peace) 

 Promise of Peace 

 Psalm 122 

 Matthew 24: 36-44 

 Romans 13: 11-14 

 

 

DECEMBER 2022 
 

4 Romans 15:4-13 

 Second Sunday of Advent (Hope) 

 Filled with Hope 

 Isaiah 11:1-10 

 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 Matthew 3:1-12 

 

11 Isaiah 35:1-10 

 Third Sunday of Advent (Joy) 

 Rejoice! 

 Psalm 146:5-10 

 Matthew 11:2-11 

 James 5:7-10 

 

18 Matthew 1:18-25/2:1-8 IV 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) 

 God is with Us 

 Isaiah 7:10-16 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 Romans 1:1-7 

 

25 Isaiah 9:2-7 

 Christmas Day (A,B,C) 

 Unto Us a Child Is Born 

 Psalm 96 (A,B,C) 

 Luke 2:1-20 (A,B,C) 

 Titus 2:11-14 (A,B,C) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2023 
 

1 Matthew 2:13-23 

 First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 Listen and Respond 

 Isaiah 63:7-9 

 Psalm 148 

 Hebrews 2:10-18 

 

6 Ephesians 3:1-12 (A,B,C) 

 Epiphany of the Lord 

 Dwell in Holy Mystery 

Isaiah 60:1-6 (A,B,C) 

 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (A,B,C) 

 Matthew 2:1-12 (A,B,C) 

 

8 Isaiah 42:1-9 

First Sunday after the Epiphany,  

Baptism of the Lord (Ordinary Time) 

 Siyahamb’ Ekukhanyen’ Kwenkhos’ 

 Psalm 29 

 Matthew 3:13-17 

 Acts 10:34-43 

 

15 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany (Ord.Time) 

Racial Justice Day 

Strengthen Your Testimony 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40: 1-11 

John 1:29-42 

 

22 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

(Ordinary Time) 

United in Purpose 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Matthew 4:12-23 

 

29 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 (Ordinary Time) 

 Discern Wisdom 

 Micah 6:1-8 

 Psalm 15 

 Matthew 5:1-12 



 

 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

5 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

 Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 (Ordinary Time) 

 Formed in the Spirit 

 Isaiah 58:1-12 

 Psalm 112:1-10 

Matthew 5:13-20 

 

12 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

 Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 (Ordinary Time, Proper 1) 

 Youth Ministries Day 

 Plant, Water, and Grow 

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 Psalm 119:1-8 

 Matthew 5:21-37 

 

19 2 Peter 1:16-21 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany, Transfiguration 

Sunday 

Tend the Light 

Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 

Matthew 17:1-9 

 

22 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 (A,B,C) 

 Ash Wednesday 

 Be Reconciled to God 

 Joel 2:1-2, 12:17 (A,B,C) 

 Psalm 51:1-17 

 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (A,B,C) 

 

26 Matthew 4:1-11 

 First Sunday in Lent 

 Be Vulnerable to Divine Grace 

 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-17 

 Psalm 32 

 Romans 5:12-19 

 

MARCH 2023 
 

5 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 Second Sunday in Lent 

 Explore Your Faith 

 Genesis 12:1-4a 

 Psalm 121 

 John 3:1-17 

 

12 Romans 5:1-11 

 Third Sunday in Lent 

 Embody Christ’s Peace 

 Exodus 17:1-7 

 Psalm 95 

 John 4:5-42 

 

19 Ephesians 5:8-14 

 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 Live in the Light 

 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 Psalm 23 

 John 9:1-41 

 

26 Romans 8:6-11 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 Is Christ in You? 

 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 Psalm 130 

 John 11:1-45 

 

APRIL 2023 
 

2 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (A,B,C) 

 Palm Sunday, World Hunger Emphasis 

 Enter with Jesus 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (A,B,C) 

 Matthew 21:1-11 

 

2 Philippians 2:5-11 

 Passion Sunday, World Hunger Emphasis 

 Journey with Christ 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 Psalm 31:9-16 

 Matthew 26:14—27:66 

 

6 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (A,B,C) 

 Maundy Thursday 

 Remember Me 

 Exodus 12:1-14 (A,B,C) 

 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (A,B,C) 

 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 (A,B,C) 

 

7 Hebrews 10:16-25 (A,B,C) 

 Good Friday  

 Hold Fast to Hope 

 Isaiah 52:13—53:12 (A,B,C) 

 Psalm 22 (A,B,C) 

 John 18:1—19:42 (A,B,C) 

 



 

 

8 1 Peter 4:1-8 (A,B,C) 

 Holy Saturday 

 Be Still 

 Job 14:1-14 (A,B,C) 

 Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 

John 19:38-42 (A,B,C) 

 

9 Colossians 3:1-4 

 Easter Day, Resurrection of the Lord 

 Discover Life in Christ 

 Jeremiah 31:1-6 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 John 20:1-18 (A,B,C) 

 Matthew 28:1-10 

 Acts 10:34-43 

 

16 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 Second Sunday of Easter 

 Love, Believe and Rejoice 

 Psalm 16 

 John 20:19-31 (A,B,C) 

 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

 

23 1 Peter 1:17-23 

 Third Sunday of Easter 

 Trust in God 

 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

 Luke 24:13-35 

 Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

 

30 1 Peter 2:19-25 

 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 Find Wholeness 

 Psalm 23 

 John 10:1-10 

 Acts 2:42-47 

 

 

MAY 2023 
 

7 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 Become Living Stones 

 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 John 14:1-14 

 Acts 7:55-60 

 

 

 

 

14 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Declare Hope 

 Psalm 66:8-20 

 John 14:15-21 

 Acts 17:22-31 

 

21 Ephesians 1:15-23 (A,B,C) 

 Seventh Sunday of Easter, 

 Ascension of the Lord 

 Come to Know Christ 

 Psalm 47 (A,B,C) 

 Luke 24:44-53 (A,B,C) 

 Acts 1:1-11 (A,B,C) 

 

28 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

 Day of Pentecost 

 We Are One, We Are Many 

 Numbers 11:24-30 

 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 Acts 2:1-21 (A,B,C) 

 John 7:37-39 

 

JUNE 2023 
 

4 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

 First Sunday after Pentecost,  

 Trinity Sunday (Ordinary Time) 

 God: An Eternal, Loving Community 

 Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 Psalm 8 

 Matthew 28:16-20 

 

11 Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26/9:10-14, 24-32 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 5) 

 Reach Out with Faith 

 Genesis 12:1-9 

 Psalm 33:1-12 

 Romans 4:13-25 

 

18 Matthew 9:35—10:23/9:41—10:20 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 6) 

 Go Proclaim the Good News 

 Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-17 

 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

 Romans 5:1-8 

 

 

 

 



 

 

25 Romans 6:1b-11 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 7) 

 Walk in the Newness of Life 

 Genesis 21:8-21 

 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

 Matthew 10:24-39 

 

 

JULY 2023 
 

2 Romans 6:12-23 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 8) 

Seek Right Relationships 

 Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 13 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

9 Romans 7:15-25a/7:15-27 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 9) 

 Where Is My True Self? 

 Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

 Psalm 45:10-17 

 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

16 Romans 8:1-11 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 10) 

 Recognize the Spirit 

 Genesis 25:19-34 

 Psalm 119:105-112 

 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

23 Romans 8:12-25 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 11) 

 Set Creation Free 

 Genesis 28:10-19a 

 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

 Matthew 12:24-30, 36-43 

 

30 Romans 8:26-39 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 12) 

 Search My Heart 

 Genesis 29:15-28 

 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2023 
 

6 Matthew 14:13-21/14:12-18 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 13) 

 Blessed by Generosity 

 Genesis 32:22-31 

 Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

 Romans 9:1-5 

 

13 Matthew 14:22-33/14:19-28 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 14) 

 Why Do We Doubt? 

 Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

 Romans 10:5-15 

 

20 Matthew 15:10-28/15:9-27 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 15) 

 Speak Truth to Power 

 Genesis 45:1-15 

 Psalm 133 

 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

 

27 Romans 12:1-8 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 16) 

 Be Transformed 

 Exodus 1:8—2:10 

 Psalm 124 

 Matthew 16:13-20 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

3 Romans 12:9-21 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 17) 

 World Hunger Emphasis 

 Practice Christ-like Hospitality 

 Exodus 3:1-15 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 

 Matthew 16:21-28 

 

10 Romans 13:8-14 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 18) 

 Love Your Neighbor 

 Exodus 12:1-14 

 Psalm 149 

 Matthew 18:15-20 

 

 

 



 

 

17 Romans 14:1-12 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 19) 

 Heritage Day 

 We Belong to God 

 Exodus 14:19-31 

 Psalm 114 

 Matthew 18:21-35 

 

24 Philippians 1:21-30 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 20) 

 Strive for Oneness 

 Exodus 16:2-15 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

 Matthew 20:1-16 

 

OCTOBER 2023 
 

1 Philippians 2:1-13 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 21) 

 God Is at Work 

 Exodus 17:1-7 

 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

 Matthew 21:23-32 

 

8 Philippians 3:4b-14 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 22) 

 Press On! 

 Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 Psalm 19 

 Matthew 21:33-46 

 

15 Philippians 4:1-9 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 23) 

 Children’s Sabbath 

 Be What You Believe 

 Exodus 32:1-14 

 Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

 Matthew 22:1-14 

 

22 1Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 24) 

 Make Your Faith Known 

 Exodus 33:12-23 

 Psalm 99 

 Matthew 22:15-22 

 

 

 

 

 

29 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 25) 

 What Is Your Gospel Message? 

 Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

 Matthew 22:34-46 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2023 
 

1 1 John 3:1-3 

 All Saints’ Day 

 Beloved 

 Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

 Matthew 5:1-12 

 Revelation 7:9-17 

 

5 Matthew 23:1-12/23:1-9 IV 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 26) 

 Humble Yourself 

 Joshua 3:7-17 

 Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 

 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

 

12 Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 27) 

 Whom Will You Serve? 

 Psalm 78:1-7 

 Matthew 25:1-13 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

19 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 28) 

 Encourage One Another 

 Judges 4:1-7 

 Psalm 123 

 Matthew 25:14-30 

 

26 Ephesians 1:15-23 

 Ordinary Time (Proper 29), 

 Christ the King 

 Somo el cuerpo de Cristo/ 

 We Are the Body of Christ 

 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

 Psalm 100 

 Matthew 25:31-46 


