
Corporation of the Township of Guelph/Eramosa 
 

Special Meeting of Council 
 

MINUTES 
 
Tuesday, August 12, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
Rockmosa Community Centre 
 
Present: Mayor Chris White, Councillors Doug Breen, John Scott, 

Corey Woods and David Wolk 
 
Present from Staff: CAO Kim Wingrove, Planning Associate Kelsey Lang, 

Director of Parks and Recreation Robin Milne, Clerk/Director 
of Legislative Services Meaghen Reid, and Acting Deputy 
Clerk Jordan Dolson 

 
Also Present: Liz Howson, MSH Ltd., Township Planner and Don McNalty, 

R.J. Burnside, Township Engineer 
 
1. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 

2014-08-12-2.1 Moved by:  Corey Woods 
Seconded by: David Wolk 

 
Be it resolved that the agenda for the August 12, 2014 
Special Council Meeting be approved as presented.    

 
Carried Unanimously 

   
3. Declaration of Pecuniary Conflict of Interest 
 
 None. 
 
4. Items for Discussion 

 
4.1 Application Status Report by MSH Land Use Planning Consultants 

(Township Planner) re. Zoning By-law Amendment Application 
09/12 - James Dick Construction Ltd – Hidden Quarry Proposal 
 
The Mayor called upon the Township Planner to present the 
Application Status Report for the Zoning By-law Amendment 



Tuesday, August 12, 2014 
Township of Guelph/Eramosa Special Meeting of Council Minutes  Page 2 

 

Application 09/12 - James Dick Construction Ltd – Hidden Quarry 
Proposal. 

 
 
Ms. Liz Howson, Township Planner, noted that she was retained to 
summarize the review of the proposed Hidden Quarry application to 
date and to advise regarding the next steps in the on-going review. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that the applicant, James Dick Construction Ltd. 
(JDCL) has submitted a Zoning By-law amendment application 
under the Planning Act for a quarry with extraction below the water 
table. Ms. Howson discussed the location of the 100 acre site at 
Highway 7 and 6th Line.  Ms. Howson indicated that there has also 
been an application under the Aggregate Resources Act for this 
property. 
 
Ms. Howson reviewed the draft work plan for the Hidden Quarry 
Application Review, noting that the review process is about 75% 
complete. Ms. Howson reviewed the status of technical reports 
including hydrogeology, natural environment, air quality, traffic, 
noise/blast vibration, archeology, cultural heritage and visual. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that significant public input has occurred and is 
ongoing. Ms. Howson indicated that the Concerned Residents 
Coalition (CRC) has chosen to retain consultants and has 
submitted reports and reviews which are currently being analyzed. 
She noted that CRC submissions have been and will continue to be 
provided to the applicant for a response and subsequent review by 
Township. 
 
Ms. Howson reviewed next steps and key outstanding matters 
including the completion of agency and Township reviews, 
revisions to studies by the applicant, an agricultural impact 
assessment, and reviews of additional CRC submissions. Ms. 
Howson noted that she does not make a recommendation to carry 
out an economic impact assessment in the report. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that Kelsey Lang, Planning Associate, for the 
Township of Guelph/Eramosa would be the sole point of contact for 
all information on the application.  Ms. Howson recommended that 
the Application Status Report be received. 
 
The Mayor invited anyone who had questions or comments on the 
application to come forward and line up behind the microphone. 
 



Tuesday, August 12, 2014 
Township of Guelph/Eramosa Special Meeting of Council Minutes  Page 3 

 

Mr. Greg Sweetnam, Vice President of Resources for James Dick 
Construction Ltd. (JDLC) noted that provincial ministries, Wellington 
County, the Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) and Union 
Gas have completed their review. Mr. Sweetnam discussed the 
status of Township Engineer, R.J. Burnside’s review of the 
application.  Mr. Sweetnam commented about the positive impacts 
of the project including: employment, a reduction in green house 
gas emissions and the creation of an ecological diverse landscape.   
 
Mr. Doug Tripp, CRC, indicated that the CRC would like to make 
further comments on the Application Status Report at some point 
following this meeting. Mr. Tripp requested that all relevant 
documents be posted to the Township website at the earliest 
opportunity, including CRC submissions and correspondence 
between the applicant and Township Engineer. 
 
Mr. Vic Johnson, resident, discussed the challenges he is currently 
facing with the sale of his property which is within 1000 metres of 
the proposed quarry.  
 
Mr. Rick Bonnette, Mayor of Halton Hills, expressed concern about 
the haul routes for this development within Halton Hills.  He noted 
that trucks from aggregate industry often do not follow truck routes. 
Mayor Bonnette asked why haul routes have not yet been finalized 
within a study to date. 
 
Ms. Howson indicated that a meeting was arranged with the Region 
of Halton, the Town of Halton Hills and the Town of Milton to 
discuss the creation of a Terms of Reference for a haul route study. 
 
Mayor Bonnette asked for clarification on why an economic impact 
study was not recommended. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that as per the requirements under the 
Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), this study would not be 
required.   
 
Mayor Bonnette asked whether the Ministry of Natural Resources 
considers the geographic distribution of neighbouring quarries 
when considering applications. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that the Ministry would likely consider each 
application as a separate application. 
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Mr. Colin Best, Councillor at the Town of Milton, inquired as to 
whether there will be any consideration given to the Provincial 
Greenbelt Review. 
 
Ms. Howson indicated that other Regions have prepared input into 
the Greenbelt Review and she noted that the next steps of the 
Review are unknown at this point in time.  
 
Mayor White noted that he will be meeting with Provincial Ministers 
regarding the Greenbelt Review at the upcoming Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Conference. 
 
Councillor Best expressed concerns about traffic. 
 
Mr. Perry Groskopf, CRC, commented that the Application Status 
Report is thorough and concise. Mr. Groskopf noted the importance 
of making information available on the Township website and 
summarized potential economic impacts being increased EMS and 
Fire services, increased costs to maintain roads and increased 
personal expense to residents related to insurance and damage.  
Mr. Groskopf asked whether JDCL would be liable for damages 
due to blasting and whether a Blast Impact Analysis was advised in 
advance of quarry operations. 
 
Mr. Greg Sweetnam agreed that a Blast Impact Analysis would be 
a good idea and confirmed that JDCL would be liable for any 
damages resulting from quarry operations. 
 
Ms. Marg Schneider, resident, commented that economic impacts 
should be assessed as part of this process and asked how such an 
analysis could be included. 
 
Ms. Howson indicated that, if directed by Council, the Township 
Planner would facilitate the creation of a Terms of Reference for an 
Economic Impact Analysis. 
 
Ms. Kay Storey, resident, discussed the importance of consulting 
local businesses, particularly the equine industry if an economic 
impact analysis is undertaken. Ms. Storey inquired about where the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) fits in to this process. 
 
Ms. Howson noted that DFO had delegated their authority to the 
Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) who has carried out 
their review with regard to fish habitat. 
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Mr. Bill Carey, resident, inquired as to how the studies related to 
this application are funded. 
 
Mayor White noted that the applicant bears the costs associated 
with the application. 
 
Dr. Stephanie De Grandis, CRC, commented that the approvals 
from the Ministry of Natural Resources, the GRCA and the Ministry 
of Environment may have been pre-mature. Dr. De Grandis noted 
CRC concerns over water quality, water monitoring and wetlands. 
 
Mr. Bill Hill discussed concerns about mega quarries, when 
considering the large amount of aggregates in the Rockwood and 
Eden Mills area. 
 
Ms. Michelle Dawe discussed traffic concerns including idling 
gravel trucks, the impact of trucks on Highway 7, the main 
commuter route for residents, and the enforcement of truck routes. 
Ms. Dawe inquired about whether the Township would be willing to 
ask the applicant for a third party bond to protect the residents from 
potential harm. 
 
Mayor White indicated that the Township would follow up and 
respond at a later date to the inquiry regarding a third party bond. 
 
Mr. Rocco inquired about the costs associated with processing this 
application. 
 
Mayor White noted that the applicant pays for the costs of the 
application.  He clarified that costs associated with the Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB) would be funded through property taxes. 
 
Mr. Rocco asked about who would be financially responsible in the 
result of water contamination caused by a quarry. 
 
Mr. Sweetnam noted that the applicant would be financially 
responsible to resolve any contamination issues. Mr. Sweetnam 
noted that there are treatment systems in place to make sure there 
are no negative impacts on water quality. 
 
Ms. Helen Purdy thanked Council for holding the information 
meeting and noted her previous experiences living in close 
proximity to the Dolime Pit.  She discussed conflicting information 
that she noted within the hydrogeological reports. Ms. Purdy 
inquired about hydraulic barriers to protect wetlands and expressed 
concerns about water quality monitoring. Ms. Purdy noted that 
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Council also has the option of not making a decision on this 
application due to lack of information. Ms. Purdy indicated that the 
Township should look to the County’s Official Plan regarding an 
economic assessment. 
 
 
Ms. Mary Cuerrier, resident, noted concerns on traffic including 
farm machinery, school buses, and the traffic that gets diverted to 
Highway 7 when Highway 401 detours are in place.  Ms. Courier 
suggested that these traffic concerns be added to the haul route 
study. 
 
Mr. Harry Woolsen, resident, noted that water runs from the 
applicant’s property to Blue Springs across his property. Mr. 
Woolsen noted that his property is located south of the subject 
property and expressed concern about traffic enforcement. 
 
Ms. Mary Wilms, resident, inquired about how the election will 
impact the application process. Ms. Wilms inquired about how 
funds can be accumulated for an OMB hearing. 
 
Mayor White noted that the Township may need to reach a point in 
the process where we provide a deadline for taking comments and 
information so that Council can consider a decision.  He indicated 
that Council will have to consider this matter during budget 
deliberations but also cannot prejudge an application. 
 
A resident of Acton noted traffic concerns in Acton and inquired as 
to why the haul route study is taking so long. 
 
Don McNalty, Township Engineer, noted that the haul route study 
terms of reference is currently under development and will be 
reviewed by neighbouring municipalities before the study is 
undertaken. 
 
Mr. Gary Bonsteil, resident, discussed Rockwood’s high quality of 
life and explained that he would rather pay higher taxes to offset 
potential revenues from a quarry.  
 
Dr. Stephanie De Grandis, CRC, expressed concern about the air 
quality evaluation and suggested that the Township Engineer re-
review the CRC’s air quality report.  Dr. De Grandis suggested that 
a third party analysis on air quality would also be valuable. Dr. De 
Grandis suggested that a bigger picture approach to the agricultural 
assessment be used to include businesses in addition to those 
immediately adjacent to the applicant’s property. 
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Mr. Rocco inquired about Oxygen Reduction Protection (ORP) 
readings and discussed his professional experience in 
hydrogeology. 
 
Mr. Sweetnam shared his business card with Mr. Rocco and 
indicated that he would be welcome to contact him to discuss this 
further.   
 
Mr. Dan Kennaley, CRC, commented that a complete economic 
impact assessment is an important part of this process. 
 
Mr. Dan Sparrow, resident, inquired about how future aggregate 
projects can be stopped from locating within the Township. 
 
Mayor White discussed the process that is legislated under the 
Planning Act.   
 
Mr. Vic Johnson inquired about an economic impact assessment 
and how the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation would be 
involved. 
 
Mr. Bob Storey inquired about changes in water levels and soil 
moisture. 
 
Mr. Sweetnam commented that there should not be any changes in 
water content within the root zone. Mr. Sweetnam also noted that 
there will be water level checks in place. 
 
Mr. Bob Storey inquired about hydraulic oil leaks. 
 
Mr. Sweetnam indicated that no hydraulic equipment will be used 
underwater although the occasional backhoe will be used. Mr. 
Sweetnam noted that spill kits are onsite and reviewed by the 
Ministry of Environment.  
 
Ms. Rose Griffiths, resident, inquired about the number of quarries 
owned and operated by JDLC. 
 
Mr. Sweetnam noted that the company has 19 licensed sites, 
noting that some sites contain more than one license, so 10 
facilities exist. 
 
Ms. Griffiths inquired whether JDCL has ever had an application 
denied. 
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Mr. Sweetnam confirmed that an application has been denied. 
 
Ms. Purdy expressed concern about the loss of agricultural land 
due to aggregates. 
 
Mr. Kennaley commented that that the application to rezone 
through the Planning Act is as important as the application through 
the Aggregate Resource Act. 
 

 
2014-08-12-4.1 Moved by:  John Scott 

Seconded by: David Wolk 
 

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of 
Guelph/Eramosa has received the Application Status 
Report by MSH Land Use Planning Consultants 
(Township Planner) re. Zoning By-law Amendment 
Application 09/12 – James Dick Construction Ltd. – 
Hidden Quarry Proposal.  

 
Carried Unanimously  

 
5. Closed Session 
 

None. 
 

6. By-laws 
 

6.1 061/2014 A By-law to confirm the proceedings of the August 12,  
2014 Special Meeting of Council 

 
2014-08-12-6.1 Moved by:  David Wolk 

Seconded by: Corey Woods 
 

Be it resolved that By-law 61/2014, to confirm the 
proceedings of the Council of the Corporation of the 
Township of Guelph/Eramosa at its meeting held on 
the 12th day of August, 2014, be taken as read three 
times and finally passed in open session. 
 

Carried Unanimously 
 

7. Adjournment 
 
 The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m. 
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_________________________   _________________________  
Chris White, Mayor     Meaghen Reid, Clerk 


