
The Book of Acts
Chapter 3

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
We have studied the first Gospel message ever preached, and witnessed the birth of the church in the
second half of chapter 2. Now let’s look at the first miracle performed by believers in Jesus and Peter’s
second sermon
 
Acts 3:1-26(KJV) 1Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, beingbeing the
ninth hourhour.

• Prior to their baptism in the Holy Spirit, Peter and John were rivals. John speaks of their rivalry in
his gospel

• John 20:3-4(KJV) 3Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.
4So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the
sepulchre.

• John 21:20-22(KJV) 20Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following;
which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21Peter
seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shallshall this man dodo? 22Jesus saith unto him, If I will that
he tarry till I come, what is thatis that to thee? follow thou me.

• We find them together at the founding of the church and together here at the performance of the
first miracle. The Holy Spirit had washed their rivalry and competition away

 
2And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the
temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; 3Who seeing Peter and
John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

• The man was asking for a handout – he was a professional beggar. Every day he was taken to his
spot, “his corner of the street” to collect money

4And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 5And he gave heed unto them,
expecting to receive something of them.

• Peter got the man’s attention. Hundreds of people were passing by, and Peter wanted his undivided
attention.

6Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none;
• Peter wasn’t saying he was poor. He was a prosperous businessman. He was telling the man he

didn’t have any cash with him, not that his bank account was empty.
but such as I have give I thee:

• What did Peter have?
• John 16:23-24(NIV)23In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father

will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24Until now you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.

• Mark’s gospel records Peter’s recollection in Mark 16:17-18(KJV)
17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall



17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; 18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

• Ephesians 1:20-21(KJV) 20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set
himhim at his own right hand in the heavenly placesplaces, 21Far above all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come:

• If Peter did not have cash with him, what did he have? The NAME of JESUS!

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 7And he took him by the right hand, and lifted
himhim up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.

• Peter spoke the name of Jesus and exercised his faith by pulling the man upright. When he did
miracle power flowed and the man received strength in his limbs

8And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and
praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and praising God:

• This was a public miracle which was utterly unexplainable and undeniable. Everyone around saw it
with their own eyes. This fact became very important when Peter and John were arrested later

10And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 11And as the lame man which was
healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s,
greatly wondering.

• Peter’s second sermon
• The lame man identified Peter and John as the ones responsible for his healing

12And when Peter saw itit, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why
look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?

• Peter immediately debunks thebelief that they were able to heal the man because ther was
something special about them. He made a similar statement in Acts 10:34-35(NCV) 34Peter began
to speak: “I really understand now that to God every person is the same. 35In every country God
accepts anyone who worships him and does what is right.

• Any believer can work miracles
13The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus;
whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let himhim go.
14But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 15And killed
the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.

• Peter speaks for the second time to a crowd of Jews and reminds them that they were responsible for
killing Jesus – and syaes that God raised Jesus from the dead. Th resurrection was and is the focal
point of evangelism

16And his name through faith in his name
• Anyone can speak the Name of Jesus, but not all have faith in the Name of Jesus. There are cult

groups who declare Jesus is Lord, yet deny that He is God. Faith in the Name of Jesus is a pre-
requisite to salvation, healing, and deliverance.

hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

• Faith that is by Him. There is no fsaith apart from Jesus
17And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did itit, as diddid also your rulers.

• I know that you didn’t know and understand these things
18But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should
suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
19Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord;20And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto you:21Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

• You missed your opportunity to really know Jesus while he was among you, but if you repent, God
will forgive you and refresh you. Jesus will come again at the time appointed by the Father

• This was the first announcement by a human that Jesus would return to the earth



• Two  angels made the first announcement in Acts 1:10-11
 
22For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23And it shall
come to pass, thatthat every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the
people.

• Moses spoke about the coming Messiah – “The Prophet” and warned that any Jew that did not
receive the words of that Prophet would be cut off from Israel and God

• The Jews, especially the Pharisees, revered Moses above all prophets. Peter used Moses’ words to
declare that Jesus was the Prophet they were waiting for.

 
24Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days.

• Every other prophet agreed with Moses that these days were coming
25Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto
Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 26Unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

• God gave the Jews the first shot to accept Jesus as Messiah
• Romans 1:16(NIV) 16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation

of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
 
 
 


