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Osage Nation Congressional 
Committee on Appropriations 

April 16, 2018 
Minutes 

 
Osage Nation Chambers 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Whitehorn at 3:40 p.m. 
 

Roll Call 
 
Roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Congresswoman Whitehorn 
Congresswoman Edwards 
Congressman Walker 
Speaker Pratt 
 
The following members were absent: 
 
Congressman Mason 
Congressman Supernaw 
 
Chair Whitehorn declared a quorum was present. 
 

Prayer 
 

Prayer was given by Congresswoman Whitehorn. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion-To Approve.  Congressman Walker made a motion to approve the minutes of April 12, 
2018 as amended.  The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 

 
Consideration of Legislation 

 
ONCA 18-23, An Act to amend ONCA 11-52 to expand eligibility; and to establsih an 
alternate effective date. (Walker) 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as 
follows: 
 
Page 1, Line 19:  Insert new “Section 1. Purpose 
 The purpose of this act is to encourage gathering of Osage Nation members by providing 
grant funds for certain expense items to promote fellowship, to enable the attendees to engage in 
historical, language, youth and elder, and cultural education activities, to facilitate information 
sharing, and during election years, to provide a public regional forum to meet candidates, and 
receive and share information on matters slated for vote of the people (the “Gathering”).” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
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Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as 
follows: 
 
Page 1, Line(s) 24-49:  Strike Lines 21-49 and insert the following: 
 
“Section 2. Establishment of Osage Nation Member Regional Gathering Fund 

A. The Osage Nation Congress hereby establish a fund, the Osage Community Regional 
Gathering Fund, to enhance opportunities for Osage Members and their guests to 
gather together and receive funds up to twice annually to offset expenses of the 
Gathering, including but not limited to renting publically offered space, audio visual 
equipment, honorariums for nonemployee speakers, meals and non-alcoholic 
refreshments, supplies, materials, and other costs of the Gathering. 

B. A meeting which fulfills the award criteria and is awarded funds shall be identified as 
an Osage Nation Member Regional Gathering Fund recipient and shall be noticed as 
an event open to all Osages and their invitees on the Osage Nation website and by 
other means where Osage members can learn of the event. 

C. The grant funds appropriated for this purpose shall be awarded no more than twice 
annually to regional groups who certify they will meet for the purposes set forth in 
this act.  

D. Each qualifying organization will be eligible for funds up to a maximum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) per meeting and five thousand dollars 
($5,000.00) annually until the total appropriated funds are depleted.  Funds are 
awarded on an as submitted basis and awardees must meet the conditions and 
qualifications set forth in Section 3.” 

 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as 
follows: 
 
Page 2, Line(s) 51-95:  Strike lines 51-95 and Insert: 
 
“Section 3. Eligibility 

A. To be eligible for Osage Nation Member Regional Gathering funds, the following 
conditions must be met: 
1. A letter request signed by at least twenty (20) Osage members residing within a 

one hundred (100) mile geographic radius area (“the Region”) shall be submitted 
to the Constituent Services Office of the Osage Nation Executive Branch which 
acknowledges that the signors understand the purpose of and request Gathering 
funds. 

2. No less than fourteen (14) days prior to the Gathering, a request must be sent to 
the Constituent Services Office of the Osage Nation Executive Branch stating 
name the date, time and address of the Gathering, the owner/lessor of the place 
(the “Meeting Space”) of the Gathering, and a detailed budget.  The request must 
also include the name, address and telephone and email contact of one Osage 
Nation member (“the Organizer”) residing within the region who will be 
responsible for receiving and disbursing the funds in accordance with the 
submitted budget. 

3. Funds requested can only be used to host Gathering of Osage nation members, 
visiting Osages, and their invitees.  No elected official, judge or justice subject to 
retention, appointed officials, executive staff appointee or exempt appointed 
official of the Nation may be the organizer of the Gathering or direct the agenda. 

4. All Gatherings must be open for attendance by all Osage people and their 
invitees wherever they reside, and notice of the date, time and place of the 
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Gathering shall be noticed and otherwise comply with 15 ONC § 7-101 et al., the 
Osage Open Meetings Act.  Additionally, notice of the meeting shall be 
submitted to the Osage Nation Communications Officer for posting on the Osage 
website. 

5. Guest speakers may be invited and receive an honorarium not to exceed three 
hundred fifty dollars ($350) from these funds.  Osage Nation officials and 
employees are not eligible to receive an honorarium. 

6. All requests must certify that the organizer shall be responsible for ensuring that 
all financial commitments associated with the Gathering will be fulfilled, and 
release the Osage Nation from any liability associated with the Gathering.  

7. Private residences and Nation owned property that is not available for public 
meeting space do not qualify as “Meeting Space” for the purposes of this Act. 

8. Annually, the organizer of the Regional Gathering shall provide information to 
the Constituent Services Office that confirms attendance at the meeting by at 
least twenty persons, and other information that bears on the meeting and 
outreach to Osage members.” 

 
The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 1 nays. 
 
Congresswoman Whitehorn  yes 
Congresswoman Pratt   yes 
Congresswoman Edwards  yes 
Congressman Walker   no 
Congressman Mason   absent 
Congressman Supernaw   absent 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as 
follows: 
 
Page 3, Line(s) 104-105:  Strike “at the following address; 627 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 
74056” and Insert “to the Constituent Services Office”  
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Rescind.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to rescind the third amendment 
made today to ONCA 18-23.  The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as 
follows: 
 
Page 2, Line(s) 51-95:  Strike lines 51-95 and Insert: 
 
“Section 3. Eligibility 

B. To be eligible for Osage Nation Member Regional Gathering funds, the following 
conditions must be met: 
9. A letter request signed by at least twenty (20) Osage members residing within a 

one hundred (100) mile geographic radius area (“the Region”) shall be submitted 
to the Constituent Services Office of the Osage Nation Executive Branch at least 
30 days prior to the scheduled date of the gathering which acknowledges that the 
signors understand the purpose of and request Gathering funds. 

10. No less than fourteen (14) days prior to the Gathering, a request must be sent to 
the Constituent Services Office of the Osage Nation Executive Branch stating 
name the date, time and address of the Gathering, the owner/lessor of the place 
(the “Meeting Space”) of the Gathering, and a detailed budget.  The request must 
also include the name, address and telephone and email contact of one Osage 



 

 4

Nation member (“the Organizer”) residing within the region who will be 
responsible for receiving and disbursing the funds in accordance with the 
submitted budget. 

11. Funds requested can only be used to host Gathering of Osage nation members, 
visiting Osages, and their invitees.  No elected official, judge or justice subject to 
retention, appointed officials, executive staff appointee or exempt appointed 
official of the Nation may be the organizer of the Gathering or direct the agenda. 

12. All Gatherings must be open for attendance by all Osage people and their 
invitees wherever they reside, and notice of the date, time and place of the 
Gathering shall be noticed and otherwise comply with 15 ONC § 7-101 et al., the 
Osage Open Meetings Act.  Additionally, notice of the meeting shall be 
submitted to the Osage Nation Communications Officer for posting on the Osage 
website at least twenty one days prior to the meeting. 

13. Guest speakers may be invited and receive an honorarium not to exceed three 
hundred fifty dollars ($350) from these funds.  Osage Nation officials and 
employees are not eligible to receive an honorarium. 

14. All requests must certify that the organizer shall be responsible for ensuring that 
all financial commitments associated with the Gathering will be fulfilled, and 
release the Osage Nation from any liability associated with the Gathering.  

15. Private residences and Nation owned property that is not available for public 
meeting space do not qualify as “Meeting Space” for the purposes of this Act. 

16. Annually, the organizer of the Regional Gathering shall provide information to 
the Constituent Services Office that confirms attendance at the meeting by at 
least twenty persons, and other information that bears on the meeting and 
outreach to Osage members.” 

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Motion-To Amend the Amendment.  Congressman Walker made a motion to amend the 
amendment as follows:   
 
Strike “Private residence and” 
 
The motion was seconded and failed with 2 yeas and 2 nays. 
 
Congresswoman Whitehorn  no 
Congresswoman Pratt   yes 
Congresswoman Edwards  no 
Congressman Walker   yes 
Congressman Mason   absent 
Congressman Supernaw   absent 
 
A vote was taken on the amendment to ONCA 18-23 and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congressman Walker made a motion to amend ONCA 18-23 as follows: 
 
Page 1, Line 22 insert “1” between “Sections” and “2”. 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Report.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to report ONCA 18-23 to 
Congress with a do pass as amended recommendation.  The motion was seconded and passed 
with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
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ONCR 18-13, A Resolution to of the Osage Nation Congress requesting the Branches of the 
Osage Nation submit approved budgets as set forth in this resolution on or before July 15, 
2018. (Edwards) 
 
Without objection, Chair Whitehorn postponed ONCR 18-13. 
 

Adjournment 
 
Without objection, Chair Whitehorn adjourned the meeting at 4:52 p.m. 
 
Please refer to 5C-AP-2018-4-16 for audio record for the Committee Meeting. 
(Appropriations Card) 
 

Shana Walker 
 Committee Clerk  

 


