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NBA President Vern Stedry, while attending the recent State Presidents' 
Conference in Washington, is picture above with, from left to right: 
NEBRASKA CONGRESSMAN ROBERT DENNEY, SENA TOR CARL T. CUR TIS 
and CONGRESSMAN GLENN CUNNINGHAM. Congressman Cunningham is 
a high-ranking member of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce com
mittee, the committee which processes all communication legislation. 

Congressman D e nney recently introduced legislation in the House to extend 
the broadcast license r enewal period from three to five years. 
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NBA Traffic 
Safety Prog ram 

MISSOURI PACIFIC LINES 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

210 N 13TH 51' Sr LOUIS MISSOU"I 6)10 ] 

HARRY E . HAMMER 
ASSISTANT TO THIE ~flCSICKNT- ,Vk.lC .. l':l...ATIOHS 

March 22 , 1968 

Dear Mr . Stedry: 

For some unexplained reason, your very 
nice letter of February 29 did not reach my of fice 
until today . With apologies for the delay, I rush 
to thank you on behalf of the Missouri Pacific Rail 
road for the fine job done by the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association in promoting tra ffic safety . And we par
ticular ly appreciate the tape you did on the causes 
of cr ossing accidents. The tragic thing about these 
accidents is that they are virtually all avoidable 
if simpl e , elemental caution is used . I know the 
tapes used in Nebraska are effective because they 
show how simple acts of carelessness lead to such 
tragic results . 

Mr. Vern Stedry 
President 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association 
525 Stuart Building 
Lincoln , Nebraska 68508 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

EDWIN C . SCHAFER 

MR, VERN ST E DRY 
PRES IDENT 

TRANSPORT ATION DIVISION 

MARCH 29, ( 968 
F IL E: 08- 0 l s 

NE BRASKA BROAD CAST ERS ASSOC I ATI ON 
525 S TUART BUILD IN G 
LIN CO LN, NEBRA SKA 68508 

DEAR MR, STEORY: 

C4oz, 2.71 • :J47e 
1418 DODGE 9TR Elf.T 

OMA.HA, N&aRA■KA ee,oa 

AFTER HAVING BEEN ON THE ROAD FOR A WHILE ( 
FINALLY GOT BA CK LONG ENO UGH TO LI ST EN TO THE TAPE 
MENTI ONED IN YOUR RECENT LETT ER CONCERNING YOUR 
CAMPAIGN ON GRADE CROSS IN G SAFETY, 

You ANO YOU R GR OU P ARE CERTA INLY TO BE COM
MENDED F OR THEIR VOLUNTARY ACT I ON, EDUCA TI ON AND 
ENF ORCE MENT ARE TWO IM POR TANT PARTS OF TR AF FI C 
SAF ETY, AS YOU KNOW, AND YOUR S POT ANN OUNCEMENT S 
WI LL BE OF HELP IN THI S REGARD, 

UNI ON PAC I F I C I S COND UCTING AN EXT ENS IV E CAM
PAIGN IN AN ATTEMPT TO RECT I FY THI S S ITU AT I ON ANO 

., ''''''"''.,,,,,,.,,'~?Ji~ 
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MARCH 
KFOR 
KBON 
KRFS 
KVSH 

~ PRIL 
KJSK 
KRGI 
KICS 
KOIL-FM 
wow 

A MOST CORDIAL 
WELCOME TO NEW 

STATIONS: 

KTCH - Wayne -Robert Wilson, 
Manager 

KBRB - Ainsworth -
Lar_ry Rice, Manager 

aJliJM 
C ONG RA T U LA T ION S to the 

following Nebraska stations 
celebrating recent anniversaries: 

Lincoln 
Omaha 
Supe rior 
Valentine 

March 4, 1924 
March 1, 1942 
March 17, 1959 
March 6, 1961 

Columbus 
Grand Island 
Hastings 
Omaha 
Omaha 

April 28, 1948 
April 1, 1953 
April 15, 1964 
April 1 , 1967 
April 2, 1923 

EMPLOYERS SHOULD BE 
MINDFUL OF RETURNING 
VETERANS' RIGHTS 

says Commerce Clearing House. 

Em p l o ye r s should be 
mindful of the rights of 
returning s e r vi c e m en 
looking for their old jobs, 

Under the draft l aw, employers must regard these 
veterans as having been on leaves of absence or fur
loughs, restore them with no los·s of seniority and allow 
them to participate in fringe benefits in accordance with 
company rules and practices relating to ell)ployees on 
leave of absence or furlough. No less an arbiter than 
the U.S. Supreme Court has rendered several decisions 
in this area that merit restatement, CCH said. 

Recently the High Court dealt with a si tuation in 
which an employee had entered military service only a 
few days before he would have accrued a paid vacation. 
When he got out, he got back his job, but his employer 
took the position that he had to start from scratch to 
qualify either for holiday or vacation pay. A divided 
Federal appellate court sided with the employer but this 
finding was reversed with no more than reference to a 
prior decision. 

The earlier decis ion dealt with railroad employees 
whose careers as firemen on tugboats had been inter
rupted by military service. A labor-management agreement 
washed out their jobs but entitled them to severance pay 
based on length of service with their employer. 

N-B-A 

Past NBA President, Roger Larson, Manager of Radio KFOR, again handled 

L 

the space and ticket arrangements for the State Basketball Tournament. "Twenty
four stations broadcast games during the Tournament and all went well, 11 Roger 
reported. Thanks to all of you for your appreciated cooperation. 

N-B-A 

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION MEDAL 

Radio Station WJAG was recently cited by the 
Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge, Pa. 

The station award, a George Washington Honor 
Medal, was for sponsoring its Loyalty Day Parade 
which attracted 2,000 marchers carrying flags on 
May 1. The station was assisted in sponsoring the 
parade by the VFW and American Legion. Dale Ames 
of W JAG, who was in charge of the project, says that 
plans are now under way for another Loyalty Day 
observance this Mayl. 

W JAG previously won a George Washington Medal 
in 1958 for production of a thirteen program series on 
juvenile problems entitled "Tomorrow's Citizens". 
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REMINDER: 

The Stat e Convention this year will be held in Lincoln 
on S eptember 15 , 16, 17 , 1 968, Cornhusker Hotel. 
Make a note now, and make plans to attend. 

Incidentally, we are always looking for ideas that will make our meetings 
more meaningful to you, so if you have any ideas you would like explored 
or speakers you would like to hear on the program, please contact 
President Vern Stedry . 

BOATING 
TIPS 

N-B-A 

Alan Sands Productions, New York distributor, reports the 
availability of a recorded radio s e ries, "BOATING TIPS", parti
cularly suitable for Spring and Summer broadcast. 

This series consists of 260 45-second features on the handling and maintenance 
of pleasure boats. Stations in boating areas have broadcast the series either on 
an across-the-board basis or on a saturation schedule over weekends . 

Stations have also found "BOA TING TIPS" particularly saleable to marinas, boat
ing-supply firms, boat d eal ers , soft-drink a nd bee r distributors, dealers in gasoline 
and oil, (for boats), and banks specializing in boat loans. 

For information on rates, sample programs, write to Alan Sa nds Productions , 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017. Phone: {212) LExington 2-6161 or 
(212) OXford 7-6135. 

N-B-A 

NEW LOGGING RULES: 

• It no lo~er is neceSS<1.!'Y t o repeat the name or title of a 
program on .. every log page where the program i s mentioned, 
The initial entry of name or title is sufficient . 

• It no lo!!f]_er is necessa.ry t o distinguish between commercial 
continuity- ( CC)and commercial announcements (CA). Such 
programming may be entered as commercial matte: (CM) and 
its total duration in each hourly segment (beginning on 
the hour) may be shown in a single entry. Licensees who 
wish to do so may continue logging the duration of each 
commercial message. 

• It no longer is necessary to state precisely_the duration 
of recorded announcements. All commercial ti~e may be 
computed by as close an approximation as possible, and it 
will be incumbent upon the licensee to insure that the 
entry is accurate . 

It no longer is necessary for stations broadcasting net-
• work programs to log the sponsor of such programs. Th: 

only information to be retained with the program logs is 
that furnished by the network for use in preparing data 
on the composite week . 

Another revision, also effective last Friday, provides that 
d with no computation of a station may merely log as sponsore . i 1 

fr certain sponsored programs (polit ca or 
commercial time o ) h ·t . difficult to measure the 

1· ious for example were i is 
r e i~ len,th of what would be considered commer cial cont~nu-
exac g ti does not apply to programs advertising ity. This excep on---- ~_....._ ___ _ 
commercial products or services, 
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A 
Little 
Less 
Hypocrisy, 
Please 
by Eric Sevareid 

IN DEFENSE OF TELEVISION 
FIRST OF A SERIES 

TV Gum£ has published numerous 
articles critical of television and will 
continue to do so whenever criticism 
is warranted. The purpose of this new 
series, however, is to analyze the 
beneficial effects television has had 
on our world and its citizens. The 
authors, therefore, have been asked 
expressly to limit themselves to a 
discussion of these positive aspects, 
even though they may also have some 
negative attitudes about television and 
its performance. 

U ntil a few years ago every American 
assumed he possessed an equal and 
God-given expertise on three things: 
politics, religion and the weather. Now 
a fourth has been added-television. 
TV serves nicely as the national 
whipping boy, after LBJ, that is. 

The most conspicuous critics of the 
medium, of course, are the profes
sional intellectuals, because they are 
articulate and they have the access 
to newsprint. TV GumE has pub
lished a series of essays on the 
evils of television by world-known 
intellectuals. I have read six of these 
essays and I am baffled. With one and 
possibly two exceptions, these amount 
to complaints by fastidious intellec
tuals, addressed to other fastidious in
tellectuals. They are telling each other 
what they themselves like and dislike 
about TV. But they put on a disguise. 
They pretend that their concern is 
with the great mass of the people. 

They tempt me to agree with Eric 
Hoffer, who said on a recent broadcast 
that intellectuals must never be given 
power because they want people to 
get down on their knees and learn to 
love what they really hate and hate 
what they love. 

When printing was invented, I sus
pect that much of the literati and 
other elites of Europe took fright, 
convinced it would diffuse easy and 
therefore dangerous knowledge and 
ideas amongst the ordinary people 
whose minds should be guided by 
their betters. When the typewriter was 
invented, the literati scorned it, con
vinced it was a debasement of the art 
of writing. When the first, flickering 
motion pictures appeared, only the 
"vulgar" watched them. The intellec
tuals said the flicks would never com
pete with the legitimate theater in 
either artistic or mercantile terms. 
When talking pictures began, many 
critics warned that they would destroy 
the art of film acting, which was 
pantomime, and ruin the whole il
lusion. 

The lesson should be clear. There 
is, and always has been, a broad 
swatch of professional intellectuals 
who fear and detest anything new, 
particularly if it is adaptable to the 

• J 

pleasure of the great mass of ordinary 
people. This particular type of intel
lectual neither knows nor likes or
dinary people. This is why they write 
about "humanity" and not about per
son~. They are like the English 
Puritans . who hated bearbaiting, not 
because 1t gave pain to the bears but 
because it gave pleasure to the spec
tators. 

Indeed, this kind of critic would 
deny the very premise, the uniqueness 
of America, which is that we are the 
first mass civilization the first mass 
culture in all histor;. For the first 
time, the effort is to educate everyone 
to the limit of his capacity. America, 
says Hoffer, is God's gift to the poor, 
who largely created this society. Of 
course intellectuals of the traditionalist 
type do not feel at home here; and of 
course they hate TV, which is simply 
the latest and most universal symbol 
of a culture of universality. 

It seems clear to me that what is 
bad on television- and too much still 
is-is rather innocuously bad, not evil. 
It seems clear that te levision gets 
better, just as do the films the press 
the magazines. And it is s~rely clea; 
by now that TV has not debased 
American tastes, standards or habits. I 
suspect it has improved them, and I 
am certain that it has enormously 
stimulated intellectual curiosity. 

It is claimed that TV discourages 
reading. It does the contrary. Book 
reading in this country over the last 
18 years, the approximate life span of 
general television, has increased far 
more than the increase in the popula
tion. The day after the Hoffer inter
view in September, his books sold 
out, all across the country. When the 
late classicist, Dr. Moses Hadas, in a 
program with me from the Roman 
Forum offered to send lists of recom
mended books about ancient Rome to 
listeners, requests poured in from 
some 20,000 persons who otherwise, 
very probably, would never have read 
any classical history at all. There have 
been hundreds of other such instances 
in TV's life span. 

It is claimed that TV destroys con
versation. This is surely bunk. Non
conversing families were noncon
versing families before there was any 
TV or radio. Actually, thousands of 
specific TV programs have generated 
millions of specific conversations that 
otherwise would not have taken place. 

It is claimed that TV debases the 
English language. More bunk. There 
are millions and millions of people 
living in slums and remote rural areas 
who almost never hear good diction 
except on TV and radio. 

It is claimed that TV programs are 
much too commercialized, and I agree. 
But, believe it or not, TV content is 
not as heavily larded with advertise
ments as the daily newspapers, which 
give an average of 60 percent of their 
space to ads. The difference is that TV 
operates in linear time and the press 
in space, and TV commercials are, 
alas, unavoidable. Press advertise
ments are eminently avoidable. 

It is objected that TV news programs 
and documentaries are not The New 
York Times. It may be a question who 
feels worse about this condition, inas
much as every survey shows that a 
majority of people trust the accuracy 
and impartiality of broadcast news 
more than that of pre.ss news, and 

· inasmuch as a far greater numbe r of 
people follow TV news than read The 
Times or any other daily publication. 

I have read hundreds of c~ndescend
ing pieces in the printed press about 
TV journalism, but I observe some 
strange phenomena: 1. The press 
covers TV and not vice versa. 2. The 
press accepts the TV system of pro
jecting elections, not vice versa. 3. 

Reprinted by permission of the author from TV Cuid~ Magazine, 
Dec. 30, 1967. CopyrightO 1967 by Tria,,gl, P11blirn1io11,, 1",·. 

Distributed by 
Television Information Office 

745 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 
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The movement of aspmng journalists 
is from the press to TV, far more than 
vice versa. 4. Newspaper salaries have 
risen in the direction of TV salaries 
not v ice versa. ' 

I do not, by any means, regard TV 
journalism as generally superior to 
print journalism. I would have a very 
hard time without the daily papers 
and the magazines. The two media are 
not half so competitive as they are 
complementary. 

But let us consider a few motes 
and beams. 

Press critics still accuse TV of cra
venly avoiding controversial issues. 
This bewilders people in TV. We have 
dealt, graphically and explicitly, with 
race hatred, the cigaret menace the 
insecticide menace, homosexu~lity, 
drug addiction, demagoguery, slum
lords, the official illusions about Viet
nam-you name it. Our trouble is not 
cowardice but shortage of raw mate
r ial. As Mr. Jack Gould of The Times 
:,vas nice enough to say recently, "TV 
1s now at least as outspoken as the 
print media." Critics often hark back 
·with nostalgia to the expose programs 
done some 15 years ago by the Mur
row-Friendly team. They forget that 
those programs were great because
besides Murrow's incomparable pres
ence-they were the first . In tech
nique, the same kind of thing is done 
even more effectively ·today. 

Press critics s till, sometimes, accu:;e 
TV of toadying to advertisers on pro
gram content. In truth, that battle 
was won by the networks long ago. 
Yet when a recent network documen
tary on advanced technology showed, 
by sheer happenstance, some gadgets 
manufactured by the sponsoring con
cern, some press critics made a big, 
alarming thing of it. Let them look 
at their own papers and take note of 
the whole sections of "puff copy" writ
ten to pad out pages of advertising on 
real estate or resorts or foreign in
vestments. Let them search for edi
torial criticism of leading businessmen 
or society matrons in newspapers 
published in small or middle-sized 
cities. Let one of them, just for the 
fun of it, write a letter to the editor 
criticizing a specific make of auto
mobile as a lemon and see if it gets 
printed. 

While they compose columns and 
editorials deploring TV's "wasteland" 
of trivia, let them measure the column 
space devoted to astrology, moronic 
comics, advice to the lovelorn, liquor 
ads- none of which appears on TV. L et 
them, at the same time, see what TV 
programs and personalities are fea
tured on the cover pages o f the weekly 
TV supplements their own papers 
publish . In the six issues of TV Gum£ 
containing the six essays I read de
ploring the low cultural state of tele-
vision, the cover featured characters 
from the following programs: The FBI, 
Batman, Gidget, Th~ Big VaLley, Mona 
McCluskey, Laredo. 

Occasionally, in my bad moments, I 
harbor the dire suspicion that news
papers criticize TV so much because 
they long ago lost the guts to criticize 
each other in the lusty old American 
tradition of the press, and need a 
substitute. 

Well, it's a nice day and I hate 
to sound waspish. My only point is 
that we need a little less hypocrisy 
and a lot more common sense in our 
evaluations of an all-pervasive ( if 
not all-persuasive) medium for 
amusement , information, enlighten
ment, inspiration, boredom, irr itation 
and anxiety-one that is already im
bedded in the warp and woof of 
America, is going to be with us per
manently, often reflects the mediocre 
in our society, rarely the worst and 
sometimes the finest. 8 

I 


