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what this is about,’” said 
Rukavina. “First Nations 
is a huge population in 
the Northwest. I believe 
they are an up-and-coming 
economic force, so for 
us to go there was really 
important,” said Rukavina.

For Rukavina, Zama City 
and Rainbow Lake broke 
through the stereotypes 
about oil and gas 
communities.

“They are working 
communities, so you don’t 
see people out and about 
because they are servicing 
rigs or fixing tires of 
equipment on the road. 
However, we discovered that 
even though these folks do 
hard-and-heavy work, they 
really have their community 
at heart. At community 
events, everyone is there 

and participating. People 
feel safe, welcome and 
included,” said Rukavina.

After seeing the finished 
product, Mackenzie County 
commissioned the company 
to make two additional 
community profiles, one for 
Fort Vermilion and one for 
La Crete. 

REDI commissioned 
three more videos that 
include a profile about 
family activities and 
options available in their 
communities, and a 
commercial for REDI. 
An additional industry 
video about transportation 
infrastructure will educate 
potential investors about 
how to access things in the 
north.

“Many people don’t know 

a lot about the north. It’s a 
story that hasn’t been told 
enough. It was important 
for us to be able to capture 
that in these videos. Every 
time I go there, I learn 
something new,” said 
Rukavina.

The videos will be circulated 
to REDI partners and sent 
to Alberta’s international 
office as a marketing tool 
to show potential investors. 
To that end, the industry 
videos were translated 
into Punjabi, Chinese and 
Japanese—which represent 
three countries that are 
actively looking to invest in 
Alberta.

“Video as a medium really 
shows people. It allows 
others to see and hear what 
it’s like in these regions 
from the people who know 

them well. You can have a 
lot of technical information 
on a website, but until you 
hear about it in people’s 
own words—until you see 
the grain running through 
someone’s hands and see the 
size of the oats—you don’t 
get the full picture,” said 
Rukavina.

The videos can be seen on 
YouTube (search for Long 
Sleeve Productions) and 
will be posted on individual 
community websites and 
the REDI website, which is 
currently being redesigned.

Video "stills" submitted by the Long Sleeve Productions
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BRINGING THE NORTH TO THE WORLD THROUGH VIDEO 

The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
(REDI) recently hired 

Long Sleeve Productions, a 
video production company 
based in Edmonton, to 
produce a series of nine 
videos promoting the 
economic potential of its 
member communities. 

They profiled the 
communities of High Level, 
Paddle Prairie, Rainbow 
Lake and Mackenzie 
County as well as four local 
industries: oil and gas, 
agriculture, forestry and pea 
protein.

Kathleen Rukavina, 
executive producer and 
co-owner (along with her 
husband Drazen Rukavina) 
of Long Sleeve, loved 
getting to know the people 
and area she was filming.

“Everybody has been open 
with us and happy to share 
stories about their business 
or home community. People 
were very welcoming and 
warm. It was wonderful,” 
said Rukavina.

This was not Long Sleeve’s 
first foray into the north. 
In 2018, the company 
also produced a series of 
videos for the Northwest 
Species at Risk Committee, 
an organization working 
to educate communities 
and the government about 
the human and economic 
impact of legislation aimed 
to protect the caribou.

“We had some familiarity 
with the region. We knew 
the communities. We knew 
people to interview and who 
could give us information, 
and we knew the distances 

between places. We 
understood the region really 
well from an economic 
perspective, and that’s what 
these videos were about,” 
said Rukavina.

The videos were filmed in 
two one-week stints, one in 
mid-May and the other in 
early July after residents had 
returned to a region now 
altered by wildfires. All the 
footage of Paddle Prairie 
was taken pre-fire, and the 
High Level video includes a 
FireSmart barbecue hosted 
by the High Level Fire 
Department the week before 
evacuations started.

“It was devastating to hear 
some people had lost their 
homes in Paddle Prairie. 
We had been there only two 
weeks before it happened. 
The land in that community 

is beautiful and has so 
much potential, and they 
have great ideas for creating 
economic opportunities,” 
said Rukavina.

Rukavina was delighted 
with how many women 
entrepreneurs there are 
in the north, something 
she sees as a benefit of 
the region. Some of 
Rukavina’s more memorable 
experiences while filming 
included the surprise gem 
of the museum at Fort 
Vermilion—the oldest 
European settlement in 
Alberta—and attending 
the Dene Tha’ General 
Assembly in Chateh.

“We were driving to 
Rainbow Lake and saw 
a sign on the side of the 
road for the assembly and 
I thought ‘We have to see 
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