
 

Jesse Lawson 
A full-stack developer, higher education guru, and bestselling non-fiction 
author who will strengthen your user and developer documentation with 
storytelling, practical examples, and real-life experiences.  

Chico, California 
(949) 419-5420 
jesse@lawsonry.com 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR 
— Butte College in Oroville, CA 
MARCH 2015 - PRESENT 

Full-stack engineering to support higher education business operations 
in Financial Aid, Admissions, Enrollment, Planning, and Research. 

I generate docs and guides to support developers and end-users, 
specifically about vendor and internal APIs, ERP processes, and business 
automation workflows. Docs are published and maintained via 
SharePoint Wikis, Jekyll, and plain ol' HTML.  

I also support the California Community College Technology Center as a 
systems integration liasion between our pilot school and SaaS solutions 
for higher education. 

TECHNICAL EDITOR/REVIEWER 
— PacktPub in Birmingham, UK 
JAN 2016 - PRESENT 

Developmental review and technical editing for digital and print 
publications related to server-side engineering and automation. I help 
ensure the technical details are conveyed correctly and are easily 
understood by a wide audience. 

PROGRAMMER/WEBMASTER 
— Coastline College in Fountain Valley, CA 
APRIL 2014 - MARCH 2015 

Designed and maintained heavily customized WordPress and internal 
tools written in a PHP ecosystem.  

Responsible for maintaining documentation for vendor APIs and ERP 
workflows, and training end-users on best practices. 

FULL-STACK ENGINEER 
— DashingWP LLC (fully remote company) 
AUGUST 2011 - APRIL 2014 

Designed and engineered a WordPress, PHP-FPM, and Memcache on 
Nginx ecosystem. Managed a $450k budget, nine remote employees, and 

 
LANGUAGES I'VE USED AND 
AM HAPPY TO WORK IN AND 
WRITE ABOUT 

C/C++ (17 years) 

HTML/CSS (15 years) 

PHP (13 years) 

JavaScript (8 years) 

SQL/T-SQL (6 years) 

Java (4 years) 

R (3 years) 

PowerShell (3 years) 

Python (~ 1 year) 

Ruby (~ 6 months) 

 

 

 



50 small-business hosting clients. Sold the company because I wanted 
to spend more time writing, teaching, and working in higher education. 

INTELLIGENCE SPECIALIST 
— U.S. Marines, Intel Support Battalion in Quantico, VA 
AUGUST 2009 - AUGUST 2012 

Developed training documentation for over 150 analysts in nine different 
teams.  

Managed training plans and classes for entire company and developed 
step-by-step workflows for leadership to track individual training 
progressions.  

INFANTRY COMBAT INSTRUCTOR 
— U.S. Marines,  School of Infantry in Camp Pendleton, CA 
AUGUST 2006 - AUGUST 2009 

Lead instructor for machine guns and crew-served weaponry 
responsible for generating updates to documentation, syllabus, and 
curriculum literature.  

PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHING EXPERIENCE 

2017 
Technical Editor for Nginx 1.9 Cookbook (278 pages) 
http://amzn.to/2x56wP7  

2016 
Technical Editor for Nginx Essentials (150 pages) 
http://amzn.to/2x573Rc  

2015 
Author of Data Science in Higher Education (226 pages) 
http://amzn.to/2vZJh3W  

EDUCATION 

ABD AND FINE WITH IT 
ABD, PhD Higher Education — Northcentral University 
Research focus: Applications of artificial intelligence and machine 
learning to student outcomes predictions 

2015 
M.A. English — National University 
Research focus: Linguistic analysis techniques to determine 
sentimentality in long-form survey responses 

2013 
B.A. Sociology — American Public University System 
Research focus: Family planning public policy analysis 

FRAMEWORKS/ENGINES I CAN 
IMMEDIATELY START WRITING 
ABOUT 

PHP: WordPress, Slim, 
Laravel 

Java: Android SDK, LibGDX 

JavaScript: Node, Angular, 
Mustache, Brain.js  

Ruby: Rails, Sinatra 

C/C++: Unity, UnrealEngine, 
SFML, BOOST, GenAnn 

R: GLM, CAR, ANOVA 

CSS: Bootstrap, Less, SCSS 

SERVER-SIDE TECH THAT I CAN 
IMMEDIATELY START WRITING 
ABOUT 
 
Windows: IIS, Windows 
Server, Apache Tomcat, 
Visual Studio, TFS, 
Powershell Automation 
 
Linux: Ubuntu, Docker, 
Nginx 
 

SERVICES WITH APIs THAT I 
CAN IMMEDIATELY START 
WRITING ABOUT 
 
AWS (S3), Stripe, Linode, 
Google Analytics, 
DigitalOcean, Ellucian API 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2x56wP7
http://amzn.to/2vZJh3W
http://amzn.to/2x573Rc


I'M A GOOD CHOICE IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR: 
 
Someone who is a Swiss Army knife, who can be thrown right at 
technology, development, and documentation challenges across the 
stack. I am very good at breaking problems into individual components, 
documenting the hell out of everything, communicating well, and 
working with people of varying skillsets to get the job done.  
 
I love writing coherent, fun, and practical training manuals, 
documentation, and courses for end-users and developers. :) 
 
(My motto is, "If your documentation isn't fun to read then you're doing 
it wrong!") 

WHAT I'M LOOKING FOR 
 
A greater good in all things we do. Healthy profits should be a byproduct 
of working hard to make the world a little better each day.  
 
An environment that encourages people to take ownership of problems, 
think outside the box, and take smart risks when opportunities arise.  
 
A culture that respects failure as the best way to learn--and does 
whatever it takes to never fail the same way twice. 
 
Smart, sarcastic, and fun people to be around (in person and/or online), 
who appreciate a culture of open self-reflection. Constant, iterative 
development isn't just for software--it's for people, too! Bonus points 
for the kind of people who can have an entire conversation using /giphy 
in Slack.  
 
A culture that is open to working remotely, encourages new ideas, and is 
critical of big egos and the omission of Oxford commas. 
 
>= 120k USD + benefits. 
 

OTHER PLACES TO FIND ME 
 
GitHub 
https://www.github.com/law
sonry 
I push documentation 
improvements to repos I really 
like. 
 
StackOverflow 
https://stackexchange.com/u
sers/2938071/jesse-lawson?t
ab=accounts 
I try to contribute to the 
open-source documentation 
community when I can. 

WHAT I'M PASSIONATE 
ABOUT 
 
Taking immediate and 
complete ownership of 
training, documentation, and 
technical literature. I want to 
be the person that gets all the 
criticisms and complaints 
because I know how to turn 
those into improvements.  

 
Training and documentation 
that feels more like an 
experience than a task. I love 
teaching and writing and I 
want to do both with stories 
and mutable narratives. 

 
Using technology to 
automate and improve 
processes that ultimately 
result in colleges being able 
to do more with less. 

 
Using real-life examples of 
success to help improve 
higher education planning 
and business workflows (i.e., 
less theory and more results). 

 

https://stackexchange.com/users/2938071/jesse-lawson?tab=accounts
https://stackexchange.com/users/2938071/jesse-lawson?tab=accounts
https://stackexchange.com/users/2938071/jesse-lawson?tab=accounts
https://www.github.com/lawsonry
https://www.github.com/lawsonry

