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Kind people make homeless pets happy, especially during the pandemic

Fantastic Fostering

You wander into the pet section of the library, piled high with stuff 
to read about companion animals from bearded dragons to German 
shepherd dogs. Snap up a book about rescued dogs and cats to take 
home and read as you snuggle up with your favorite furry friend. 
Maybe you’ll be inspired to talk to your family about fostering a 
homeless animal. Prepare yourself by first finding out what foster-
ing is all about.

The COVID-19 pandemic kept families around the world stuck at 
home. One silver lining from that? More people volunteered to fos-
ter homeless animals and help them find permanent homes. In 2020, 
people in the United States fostered about 55,000 pets.

But millions of pets cared for by 
animal shelters, rescue groups, 
and private citizens still need 
homes. Pet fosterers help home-
less pets transition to adoptive 
homes by giving them a tempo-
rary place to stay. 

It’s About Kindness, Plus Chores

What, exactly, does it mean to foster an animal?

An older foster dog might only need good food, a few short walks, a 
comfy bed, and as much love as you can share. 

FU N FACT

Singer Billie Eilish 
fostered two puppies 
while in quarantine 
during the pandemic.
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Saying Goodbye

The hardest part about fostering is saying goodbye when it’s time 
for adoption. Fosterers who adopt their own foster pets are jokingly 
called “foster fails.” When a caregiver permanently adopts a foster 
pet, everyone wins!

A small cat standing by a window and looking outdoors

But a younger dog or puppy needs much more care—like potty and  
obedience training, tons of exercise, plenty of chew toys, and regular 
supervision.

Likewise, an older foster cat 
might happily snooze much of 
the day away,  while a kitten 
needs tons of playtime and al-
most constant supervision—
they’re curious about every-
thing!

Fostering is especially important for shelters that have young or-
phaned kittens or puppies. These vulnerable babies might not sur-
vive without care every few hours, even at night. Some rescue orga-
nizations offer special training for fosterers who have time to care 
for these helpless youngsters. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Spending time in a 
foster home often helps 
a dog or cat become 
more adoptable since it 
learns house manners 
and routines.


