
 

              
      

 
             

  
                

    

              
        
       

  
               

            
                 

             
             

       
   

  
    

    
    

   

        
    
      

       
     

  
       

       
      

  

 

    
  

   
   

   
  

     
   

   
    

  

   
       
    

    

       
    

  
  

  
   

   

Accessible Books-2 
Module: Shared Reading 
Content Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults provide books that are interesting, accessible, and age and ability respectful.

Guiding Statement: 
• I choose books that are in a format my students can access based on visual, auditory,

and tactile needs.

A big part of capturing a beginning reader’s interest is choosing books they can access, either 
through vision or touch. What characteristics make text and/or pictures/graphics harder or 
easier to capture student interest and promote engagement? 

Part 1 Directions: 
Below you will find a description of characteristics that may make books more difficult and 
therefore less likely to capture or maintain a student’s attention. Read about each 
characteristic and the way it may affect students who you suspect have or who have a visual 
impairment . Refer to student vision reports and a teacher of the visually impaired to know 
how each characteristic may impact individual students. Then complete Part 2 of the activity. 

Characteristic Description How This Affects Students Who 
May Have Vision Issues 

Visual Contrast 
The difference in color that 
makes an object or its 
representation in an image or 
display (including text) distinct. 

• It takes a lot of effort to distinguish
words and letters from each other.
When trying to see connected text
on a page without high contrast the
text may blur or otherwise be
unreadable.

• High contrast may help a student
focus on the details of the words
and letters. It can also highlight
pictures/ illustrations.

Font/Text 

A collection of characters with 
a similar design. These 
characters include lowercase 
and uppercase letters, 
numbers, punctuation marks, 
and symbols. 

• Choose fonts/texts that have
simple easily recognizable
characters. Complicated and
decorative fonts are harder to
visually process.

Size of Font/Text 
The font size or text size is how 
large the characters display on 
a screen or printed page. 

• Enlarged text may be needed to
distinguish words and letters from
one another.

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-2 2 

Characteristic Description How This Affects Students Who 
May Have Vision Issues 

Spacing 
Consistent space 
between words, letters, and 
lines of text. 

• Text with lines too close together
can make tracking across the line
and tracking to the next line more
difficult.

• Text with close letter-spacing
makes it difficult to see and or feel
the individual words and letters.

Visual Clutter Too many visual details on a 
page. 

• May increase the cognitive demand
on students. This can impact a
student’s ability to process the
information and remember
important details.

• May distract the student from
seeing the text and gaining
information from the
pictures/illustrations on the page.

Tactual Clutter Too many tactual details on a 
page. 

• Tactuals are intended to support
student comprehension of the
text/pictures/illustrations. If there
are too many tactuals on a page
students have difficulty
understanding what is important.

• May also increase the cognitive
demand on students. This can
impact a student’s ability to process
information and remember
important details.

Tactual 
Information 

Communicating or providing 
information through touch 

• Without tactual information the
student may gain only partial or
inaccurate information.

• Too much tactual information
creates tactual clutter.

• Tactuals that don’t match the
concepts in the text/pictures/
illustrations may cause confusion.

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-2 3 

Part 2 Directions: 
Look at each sample book page and discuss the changes that were made, in order to make it 
more accessible for students with visual impairments. 

Original Fixed 

For some students. the visual changes of contrast and font 
may be enough. For other students you may also need to 
add a tactual of something that has curls. The tactual will 
provide the student with additional information about curly 
hair and help the student comprehend the text. 

Even though there was nothing wrong with the original 
page, for some students the changed page may be easier to 
visually process. Changes include a solid black background, 
larger photo of rabbit and a piece of fur attached for the 
tactual. 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Changing the picture so that the student can see the whole 
object is helpful. It may also be helpful to increase the 
contrast. Some students visually process certain colors and 
contrasting colors more easily. Talk with the teacher for the 
visually impaired to help determine what colors are best for 
individual students. 

Coaches: Participants may find other issues with the pages that are not explained below. 
When this happens ask them to explain their thinking and as a group decide if the page would 
be good for shared reading or not. 

www.sharedreader.org


  

              
      

 

  

 

 
        

     
         

    
          

       
 

           
        

 

 
 

          
        

        
   

       
 

 
  

ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-2 4 

Original Fixed 

Original text has good color contrast but no tactuals. Here is 
the list of added tactuals: 1) each mouse has a different 
texture for a tail, 2) the red mouse was enlarged, and the 
tail and the body of the mouse were both tactualized, 3) the 
object that the mouse is exploring is made from thin cork 
board, 4) braille was added to the text. 
To reduce the amount of textual information the reading 
partner could have left off the tactuals to the six other mice 
since this page focuses on what the red mouse found. 

The original text has a lot of visual clutter and no tactuals. 
In the adapted text the reading partner removed all the 
background clutter and made a felt cat with glue droplets 
for the pee and cork board for the dirt. In this book the cork 
board represented dirt throughout the book. Now there is 
good visual contrast, and the main idea is tactually 
represented. 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-2 5 

Part 3 Directions: 
Given the above examples how might you change the following pages? 

Book Page Possible Changes 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Suggestions: The bird is hard to 
see in this photo. To reduce visual 
clutter the reading partner could 1) 
download the book as a PowerPoint 
from Tar Heel Reader, 2) print the 
page and cut out the bird, 3) paste 
it on a contrasting color with a plain 
background, 4) print could also be 
enlarged in PowerPoint. 
Additionally, if tactuals are needed 
Braille can be added to the print 
version of the book as well as a few 
feathers on the bird.

Suggestions: This is tactually 
cluttered. Remove all the plant 
tactuals and the spider. The hand 
could be a foam cut out with 
another color so there is more 
contrast. Keep the cock board dirt 
and the worm. It already has 
brailed text although it may be 
hard for participants to see in this 
picture. With these changes the 
main idea of the page would be 
represented by the tactual 
information.

Suggestions: There are a lot of 
things described on this page. The 
reading partner will read all of it but 
will need to make some choices 
about what information will be 
represented tactually. 
Noodles and pancakes are easier 
things to tactually represent than 
rouge and dressing like a star. 

Coaches: An alternative to part 2 of this activity is to bring in books that need modifications and have 
participants think about the sensory and motor needs of the students in their classrooms and create 
modified books during a workshop.

www.sharedreader.org



