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“If we do not honor our past, 
we lose our future.

 If we destroy our roots, 
we cannot grow.”

                                                                                 — Friedensreich Hundertwasser



ABSTRACT
Bangkok has been in constant flux with respect to its natural systems. With the result the already 
existing structure of the city is under strain and is on the verge of giving way. As a result of the un-
precedented climate change and the heavy rainfalls falling on the city, temporary solutions or rigid 
engineered defences will eventuallu be taken over. 
In order for it to have a stable, sustainable future, Bangkok must look back to its past of living har-
moniously with water. The current problems faced by Bangkok can only be addressed by acknowl-
edgng the fact that change is an inherent part of natural systems and recognising/ accepting these 
changes will help the city adapt to fluctuations.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Anticipate, organise, adapt 

Rooting itself in the idea of rediscovery of the  natural morphological and hydrological dynamics 
of the city, the proposal aims to consolidate/ recombine evolved systems and processes. These 
would help to develop systems which will pave way or lead to the emergence of new trajectories 
that the city will follow for its future growth.
The city is visualised as a combination/ integrated entity of surfaces, networks and intersections. 
These layers are isolated, strengthened, rearranged and superimtposed to create a new image for 
the city. The edge instead of a rigid line is relooked at as a surface which invites the water inside 
and establishes/ redefines a new connection between the residents and the city. The reclaimed 
area would become the central public space for the cityand will allow for new programs and typol-
ogies to come about.
These elements would help the city transition from its current rigid development pattern, to a more 
sensitive and pliable water based urbanism, thus defining the new normal.





PROBLEMS AND POTENTIALS
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