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Hello from BOA!
Welcome to the inaugural BOAhemian e-newsletter.  

This e-newsletter will make it to your inbox four times per year, each time 
filling you in on the latest BOA news. Our traditional print version of the 
BOAhemian will be sent out at the end of each year, as a way to 
recap the past and look ahead to the future. We hope you enjoy it.

BOA’s Featured Titles
The Book of Things
Poems by Aleš Šteger
Translated by Brian Henry

Aleš Šteger’s The Book of Things, 
translated by Brian Henry and 
published by BOA in 2010, is the 
winner of the AATSEEL’s 2011 
Award for Best Literary 
Translation into English. Šteger’s 
poems were originally written in 
Slovenian, and were translated 
into English as a part of BOA’s 
Lannan Translations Series. The 
AATSEEL praised Brian Henry for 
his “outstanding” translation of a 
poet who is “not as well-known in 
this country as he should be.”

Transfer
Poems by Naomi Shihab Nye

The Arab American National 
Museum (AANM) has honored 
Naomi Shihab Nye’s new 
collection Transfer with the 2012 
Arab American Book Award’s 
“Honorable Mention for Poetry.”  
Recognized for its “lucid, crisp 
lyricism,” Transfer summons Nye’s 
own Palestinian heritage, while 
exploring the meaning behind 
the “transfers” and exchanges of 
our daily lives.

2012 A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize Judge: 
Dorianne Laux

It’s amazing to see how 
ready America’s poets are 
for The 12th Annual A. Poulin, 
Jr. Poetry Prize, and we are 
thrilled to announce that 
award-winning poet 
Dorianne Laux is this year’s 
official contest judge. 

Laux’s most recent 
collections are The Book of 
Men and Facts About the 
Moon, both from W. W. Norton. A finalist for the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, and winner of the Paterson Poetry Prize, the Oregon Book 
Award, and The Roanoke-Chowan Award for Poetry, Laux is also the 
author of BOA books Awake (her first book of poetry), What We Carry, 
and Smoke.

Laux has received two Best American Poetry Prizes, a Pushcart Prize, two 
fellowships from The National Endowment for the Arts, and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship. Her work has been selected for a variety of 
anthologies including the Best of APR, the Norton Anthology of 
Contemporary Poetry, and the Best of the Net, and has been translated 
into nine languages. She currently teaches poetry in the MFA Program 
at North Carolina State University and is founding faculty at Pacific 
University’s Low Residency MFA Program.  

It is truly an honor to have this year’s contest judged by an author so 
esteemed in the world of poetry. We’re sure that Laux’s decision will 
reaffirm BOA’s tradition of bringing innovative, powerful poetry to the 
public. 

The 12th Annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize began on August 1, 2012 and 
will run until November 30. For eligibility requirements, submission 
guidelines, and other information about the contest, click here.  

“Poetry is sensual, visceral, essential...”
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BOA’s Fourth Annual ‘Poetry is Jazz’ Event: 
Words from Publisher Peter Conners
For the past 11 years, BOA’s hometown of Rochester, New York, has 
kicked off the summer season by hosting the Rochester International 
Jazz Festival. The festival has quickly grown into one of the most popular 
and respected jazz festivals in the nation, and for 11 days each year, 
it transforms Rochester into a bona fide musical Shangri-la.

Poetry and jazz have long walked hand-in-hand, so, naturally, we at 
BOA do our part to infuse the spirit of the Rochester International Jazz 
Festival with verse. This year marked our fourth “Poetry is Jazz” event, 
hosted at the Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo). For the third 
consecutive year, our featured BOA poet was Sean Thomas Dougherty, 
whose two BOA books are Sasha Sings the Laundry on the Line (2010) 
and Broken Hallelujahs (2007). In 2014, BOA will publish Dougherty’s All 
I Ask for Is Longing: New & Selected Poems. Dougherty performed with 
the 4x4 Band featuring jazz musicians Mark Kellogg, Jim Doser, Chris 
Azzara, and Danny Zeimann.    

As if poetry and jazz aren’t enough, we also feature live painting each 
year to round-out the artistic feast. This year, artists Sarah C. Rutherford 
and Lea Rizzo created a stunning, collaborative painting that was 
completed by the end of the event. The painting will be auctioned off 
at BOA’s 15th annual Dine & Rhyme celebration on September 23. 

Any event of this scope needs generous supporters to make it a 
success. For the second year in a row, “Poetry is Jazz” was sponsored 
by Lavin, O’Neil, Ricci, Cedrone, and DiSipio: Attorneys at Law, and we 
thank them for their generous support. Special thanks also to Mark 
Kellogg for organizing the musical performance, Bleu Cease at RoCo 
for being a gracious host, Sarah C. Rutherford and Lea Rizzo for bringing 
their visual art to life before our eyes, and Sean Thomas Dougherty for 
another stunning poetry reading.

To see more photos from the event, visit our Facebook page. 
Click below to see video footage of the event.

Upcoming Events
BOA’s 15th Annual
Dine & Rhyme

Save the date for one of the most 
anticipated BOA events in honor 
of contemporary literature. BOA 
will be celebrating its 15th Annual 
Dine & Rhyme this fall on Sunday, 
September 23.  

We are honored to feature poets 
Dorianne Laux and Nin Andrews 
at this year’s event, where there 
will be a poetry reading, book 
signing, and a reception, dinner, 
and silent auction.

Details:

The poetry reading and book 
signing will take place in the 
auditorium of the Memorial Art 
Gallery at 3:00 p.m.

The reception, dinner, and silent 
auction will take place at Good 
Luck Restaurant at 5:00 p.m.

For advance reservations, 
please contact Melissa Hall at 
585.546.3410 or 
hall@boaeditions.org.
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Donors and Supporters
See our most current list of 
donors and supporters here.

The 4x4 Band                                                                           Poet Sean Thomas Dougherty

Artists Sarah C. Rutherford and Lea Rizzo                            BOA Board Chair Bernadette Catalana and BOA Board  
                                                                                                  Secretary Julia Postler  

BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary 
works, fosters readership and appreciation of contemporary literature. 
By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new and established 
poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA brings high 
quality literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
www.boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

Dine
RhymeanDboa editions, ltd’s 15th annual

Featured Poets: Dorianne Laux and nin anDrews

save the date: september 23, 2012

Publications by BOA Editions, 
Ltd. are made possible in part 
by the New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
the New York State Legislature.

“Like us,” follow us, keep in touch
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