
 
 

  WHEELING PARK DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and 
Lake Counties, Illinois, was held virtually, in accordance with law P.A. 101-0640 amending the 
Open Meetings Act to allow a public body to hold both open and closed meetings via audio or 
video conference without the physical presence of a quorum of board members, provided specific 
conditions are met.  The public was provided an access link to attend the virtual meeting and 
participate in public verbal communications.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Stein. 
 
The following Commissioners were present when the roll was called: C. Klumpp, B. 
Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, and S. Stein.  
 
Sue Stein, President of the Wheeling Park District Board of Commissioners, made the 
determination that an in-person board meeting is not prudent or practical due to the COVID-19 
disaster. 
 
President Stein noted that all Commissioners are present and confirmed with them that they could 
all hear one another.   
 
Executive Director Buchs was present at the meeting site. 
 
Staff members present were Jan Buchs, Executive Director; Matt Wehby, Deputy Director; Amy 
Rivas, Director of Administrative Services; Jim Tourloukis, General Manager of Chevy Chase 
Country Club; Juan Acevedo, Superintendent of Marketing and Communications (present at 7:10 
p.m.); Kim Langner, Executive Administrative Assistant, and Marcia Jendreas, Recording 
Secretary. 
 
Also present was Ross Tandet and resident Dagmara Kalinowski. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner Whittington, to approve the 
Consent Agenda as follows: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 2, 2021 
B. Approval of Ordinance 2021-C – Declaration of Surplus Personal Property and 

Authorization for Sale or Disposal 
C. Transfers from Corporate and Recreation Funds to Capital Projects – Other Fund 
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On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, Rich Rosen, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
  
UNFINISHED OR CONTINUING BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Presentation of 2020 Annual Report 
 
Executive Director Buchs stated that the presentation tonight will include highlights of 
Administration, Parks and Recreation, Marketing and Communications, Chevy Chase Country 
Club and Rob Roy Golf Course.  She commented that 2020 was highly anticipated as being the 
year of opportunity; then the COVID-19 pandemic changed everything and 2020 went into a year 
of crisis.   
 
The Community Recreation Center (CRC) renovation and expansion was completed in May 2020 
and is now at limited use, and the preschool playground installation was completed by staff.  It is 
still unknown if the OSLAD Grant for Childerley Park will come through and the project was 
deferred.  The Rob Roy banquet room renovation was also completed by staff and the remodel was 
fully reimbursed by River Trails Park District. 
 
Ms. Buchs thanked the entire staff for their efforts and hard work during these trying times.  She 
noted that the District received the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Award 
again this year and also maintained the Park District Risk Management Agency (PDRMA) 
accreditation.   
 
Director Rivas addressed Administrative Services, Human Resources, Risk Management and 
Information Technology. 
 
Regarding Human Resources, at the beginning of 2020 there were 71 full-time and 316 part-time 
employees.  The year ended with 50 full-time and 51 part-time employees because of the 
pandemic.  She provided information on payroll and unemployment claims, comparing 2019 to 
2020. 
 
Director Rivas said that Risk Management protocols ensured safe spaces and operations for guests 
and staff, along with clear communication and education.  
 
Director Rivas explained that Information Technology staff purchased and managed Zoom, 
GoToMeeting and Google Meetings as virtual meeting applications.  AT&T hardware was 
installed at Chevy Chase Country Club and existing Agency IT equipment has been identified, 
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recorded and tagged.  Mimecast was implemented for increased security from email phishing and 
a burglar alarm and security cameras were installed throughout the CRC. 
 
In conclusion, Director Rivas said that the following items were brought to fruition because of 
COVID-19 and will remain in place moving forward:  safety supplies, touchless time clock 
punches, employee self-serve portal, remote meetings, and laptops will be the computers of choice.   
 
Deputy Director Wehby highlighted efforts by Parks and Recreation Services and explained that 
Parks & Facility Services staff were able to take time to do some extra projects because facilities 
were closed to the public. Deputy Director Wehby recognized these staff members as being 
essential. He explained that custodial hours are notably high because of continuous sanitizing 
efforts. 
 
Regarding Recreation Services, the District has had to adjust and adapt.  Programs and camps had 
attendance limitations and all special events were cancelled in May.  The Heritage Park Sports 
Complex was closed for 82 days in 2020, the Family Aquatic Center did not open. Tsunami Splash 
was open from July 10 to September 13 as a spray park. The Health & Fitness Center was open 
with capacity limits.  
 
Marketing and Communications made many adjustments, according to Deputy Director Wehby.  
The Program Guide was accessible on-line only, as well as newsletters, and there was extensive 
use of e-blasts. 
 
In conclusion, Deputy Director Wehby said that residents and guests will be more likely to interact 
on-line now and into the future, community special events will remain a top priority for residents. 
Outdoor athletic turf space is in high demand and teams will practice/play throughout the year.  
Group exercise is the workout activity of choice, on-line and “to go” classes are a viable option in 
certain areas and Tsunami Splash is a viable aquatic spray park option. 
 
General Manager Tourloukis reported that golf operations at Chevy Chase Country Club opened 
for a week in March, closed down because of the pandemic, and then re-opened in May with 
restrictions.  The restrictions eased in June and golf boomed until December.  He noted that 31,450 
rounds of golf were budgeted for 2020 and 30,708 rounds were played.  The course was also flood 
free in 2020.  At Rob Roy, 19,035 rounds of golf were budgeted and 18,957 were played. 
 
Manager Tourloukis stated that food and beverage events took a massive hit because of attendance 
limitations.  There is a new kitchen at Rob Roy, and the banquet room and lobby were remodeled 
by Wheeling Park District staff. 
 
In conclusion, Manager Tourloukis reported that staff gained experience in other operational areas 
of the Park District because reduction in staff meant employees had to work in different capacities 
and learn different tasks. 
 
Ms. Buchs thanked everyone for their input into the 2020 Annual Report and said that 2020 was 
an unusual year, but the positive things will always be remembered. 
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FINANCE 
 
Treasurer’s Report – January 2021 
 
Deputy Director Wehby reviewed the funds and answered questions about the report. 
 
Voucher List  
 
Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosen, to approve the Voucher List 
dated February 16, 2021, in the amount of $ 314,555.90. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Staff:  General Manager Tourloukis reported that there were 138 dinner orders for the Valentine’s 
Day Dinner event.   
 
Director Rivas advised that the Virtual Job Fair will take place on February 20.  She noted that 
staff participated in a Heart Healthy Walk in celebration of February Heart Month. 
 
Deputy Director Wehby stated that Winterfest 2021 is Sunday, February 21 and attendance is 
capped at 100 participants.  There will be a Penguin Egg Hunt.   
 
Board: Commissioners expressed positive comments about recent Daily Herald articles 
showcasing the Park District and the excellent presentation of the 2020 Annual Report.  They 
thanked staff for all their hard work and efforts which resulted in the Park District remaining 
financially stable even during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Klumpp, to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
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AYE:   M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jan Buchs, Secretary 
Approved this 2nd day of March, 2021 
Board of Commissioners 
Wheeling Park District 


