
 

Life and Grace to serve 
Genesis 47 

  
 

   Series:  Genesis 

 
Objective: Take advantage of the life that God has given us in Christ, to serve Him every day, through 
the power of His grace. 

Verse to memorize: “So they said, “You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, 
and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” Genesis 47:25  

Introduction: One of the questions commonly asked by disciples is: What will we do in heaven? It is 
interesting to note that the same Word gives us the answer: SERVE. Rev. 22:3 says "And there shall be 
no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him."  It 
is no coincidence that from Genesis the Lord teaches us that the only way to truly serve Him is by His 
grace through the life that Christ has given us, as we will see next. The eternal service to the Lord begins 
from now on. 

Vs. 1-6 The shepherds of sheep  
Vs 1-2 With what had Jacob and Joseph’s brothers come from Canaan? ___________________________ 
Vs 3 What was their occupation? _________________________________________________________ 
Although for the Egyptians (representing the value system of this world), the occupation of being a 
shepherd of sheep was an abomination (Gen. 46:34), but for the Lord and His people, it was not so; so 
much so that Jesus Himself and God Himself took this form in Psalm 23:1 and John 10:11. 

 
Vs 4 What wasn’t there for the sheep in Canaan that there was in Egypt: __________________________ 
Vs 5-6 The land of Goshen was in the river’s delta being a favorable place for the people to grow in Egypt 
but separated from its customs. 
 
Vs. 6-12 The pilgrim who blesses  
Vs 7 & 10 What did Jacob do with Pharaoh? _________________________________________________ 
Vs 8-9 How old was Jacob when he arrived in Egypt? _________________________________________ 
What word is repeated two times in verse 9 that defines the concept that Jacob had of himself?  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vs 12 What did Joseph do with his father and his brothers? ____________________________________ 
 
Vs- 13-27 The progression towards service   
Vs 13-14 Where did Joseph put the money he had received? ___________________________________ 
Verses 15-22 show us an interesting progression of how the Egyptians became servants of Pharaoh by 
exchanging different things for food. 

- Money (but this is all gone) Vs. 15 
- Livestock (exchanged/gave it all) Vs. 16-18 
- Their land (Joseph bought them all, except those of the priests) Vs. 18-20 
- Themselves Vs. 19 

Verse 19 shows us that at the end of this progression, they desired to be servants. 
Vs. 23 What did Joseph say to the people? __________________________________________________ 
Vs. 24 & 26 What percentage should they give to Pharaoh? _____________________________________  
Vs. 25 What were the two things needed to be a servant? ______________________________________ 
Without these two elements, it is not possible to be a servant of the Lord.      
Vs. 27 What effect did this have on Israel having stayed in the land of Goshen? _____________________ 
   
Vs- 28-31 The privilege of being a child  
Vs. 28 How many years did Jacob live in Egypt? ______________________________________________ 
Vs 29-31 What was Jacob asking if he had found before Joseph's eyes? ___________________________ 
What would Joseph show Jacob when he made the promise?  
K______________ and F______________ 


