
 

Opening Dinner Guide 

The Gospel of John Study 

 

This welcome dinner guide includes helpful tips and reminders for you as you plan out your opening session. 

The items are laid out in a certain order to help the session flow, but feel free to scan through and use 

whatever you think will be most helpful for your particular group! 

 

A. Dinner  

• When most people have arrived, introduce yourself as well as the other co-leaders, open in prayer and 

get dinner started! This may be a good time to make announcements about restroom location or for any 

special instructions regarding the food (e.g. how much to pitch in).  

 

• Please be aware if there are newcomers in your group. As a leader, do your best to get them 

involved in the conversation. You can also help make connections with other people in your group for 

them. A good practice to have is to not leave a person alone in your group but to involve them with 

another group member before moving on. Also be aware of newer couples/families that may default to 

talking amongst themselves if no one is reaching out to them. Remember, you want them to feel part of 

the Lighthouse family, which is both loving and helpful for the rest of the sessions.  

 

B. Introductions 

• After everyone is more settled, gather everyone’s attention and have everyone introduce themselves 

(where they’re from, what they do, how they got connected to Lighthouse, a favorite hobby, favorite TV 

show or movie, etc.).  

 

• Feel free to start by introducing yourself so people have an idea of what to share (and how long to 

share). After everyone is finished introducing themselves, you can welcome the group by talking a little 

bit about our small group ministries and also by sharing how you have been personally blessed 

through the small groups ministry in past semesters and how God has been working in your life 

since you’ve been at Lighthouse.  

 

C. Overview of Study 

• After introductions, feel free to take some time to introduce the small group study for this semester. 

Here is a suggested prompt: 

 



 

Like the gospel accounts Matthew, Mark and Luke, John was written to give readers an understanding of who 

Jesus is. But John also has its own particular emphasis with the purpose statement found in John 20:30-31, 

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book, but these 

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in His name.” John’s gospel is a call to faith – both for unbelievers and believers. 

 

Why does this matter? 2 Corinthians 5:7 reminds us that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” Faith is what helps us 

to live in such a way that not only honors God, but having peace and joy despite circumstances, because of 

who we believe Jesus is. The gospel of John aims to give us a stunning picture of who Jesus is through His 

teachings, actions, miracles and signs (“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presences of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book, but these are written…”), in order to inform our understanding and belief of 

who He is (“so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God…”), and thus transform how we 

live (“and that by believing you may have life in His name.”). For example, if we have faith that Jesus is 

sovereign, it affects how we think of the circumstances in our lives – that God is using it for His glory and our 

best in Christ. If we have faith that Jesus is powerful, it emboldens us in evangelism. To summarize, the gospel 

of John exists for this purpose: “To awaken and advance faith.” 

 

So our hope for this study is simple: To exalt and proclaim Christ by awakening and advancing our faith in the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

 

D. Administrative Tasks 

• 1. Schedule & Parking: Feel free to go over your group schedule and if you are making any 

adjustments that pertains only to your group (sometimes groups meet earlier for opening and closing 

dinners). It is also helpful to clarify that there are “OFF” weeks in our small group schedule so that 

your attendees do not show up unexpected! Finally, go over any special instructions regarding parking 

details (so no one gets ticketed or towed!) 

 

• 2. Weekly Readings & Study Guides: Take some time to talk about the weekly assignments. Our small 

group studies will be based off of our reading. Remember, all small group studies are found on our 

Lighthouse webpage under “Adult Small Groups” and are available for download.  

 

Please graciously (and enthusiastically!) encourage your group to listen to work through the study guide 

questions during the week as that will allow your group as a whole and each individual to benefit the 

most from this study. At the same time, encourage your group to still come out to small group if they 

were not able to get the reading/assignments done!   

 

 



 

E. Serving Each Other & Prayer Support 

• 1. Snack List: Opening dinner is a great time to talk through the snack schedule. Bringing snacks is one 

simple way that we can love and serve each other in our small group semester. You may want to 

explain what types of snacks are appropriate for your group (ask about allergies for any adults/kids!) 

and how you want to divide up the weeks. (Some groups have 1 person take care of all the snacks and 

drinks for a week. Other groups have 1 person bringing something sweet and 1 person bringing 

something savory for a week.) Drinks and dessert are always welcomed too!  

 

o Below is a snack schedule if you want to make use of it and upload to the Church Center groups 

page. Make sure to change the dates on the schedule to your specific day of the week 

(e.g. Tue, Wed, Thr, etc.)  

 

• 2. Prayer Cards: Pass out prayer cards of the missionaries from Lighthouse and/or staff from Valor 

Christian Academy that you will be supporting this season. Read through the names and the prayer 

requests. Please keep those people in your prayers each week and share any updates during the 

following weeks. If possible, take a picture of your group and email it to the people you are 

praying for so they know who you are! (Please email a copy of the picture to 

smallgroups@lighthousesouthbay.org as well.)  

 

• 3. Serving Your Group: Lastly, share how you as a leader want to help shepherd them.  

o Please provide your email address to them (if you haven’t already contacted them via email) 

and if you are comfortable you may provide your phone number.  

o Please ask your group to contact you if they can’t make it to a small group, so you are not 

waiting on them and to help promote consistency.  

o Remind the group if they need help or have any questions, that they can always approach you.  

 

F. Close in Prayer 

• Close in prayer all together or split into smaller or gender-specific groups to pray. 

• Ask them: What is one way that you are hoping to grow in our small group study? 

 

G. Dessert 

• Eat dessert and hang out!  
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Fall 2019 Small Group Snack Sign-Ups! 
 

Week of     Name   Study 

1/26 Opening Dinner  

2/2  1 – John 11:1-44 (Part 1) 

2/9  2  – John 11:1-44 (Part 2) 

2/16  3  – John 11:45-57 

2/23 OFF 

3/1  4  – John 12:1-11 

3/8  5  – John 12:12-26 

3/15 OFF (Baptism Sunday) 

3/22  6  – TBD 

3/29  7  – TBD 

4/5 OFF (Palm Sunday) 

4/12  8  – Easter Service 

4/19  9  – Easter Follow Up 

4/26  10  – Anniversary Service 

5/3 OFF 

5/10  11  – Mother’s Day 

5/17  12  – TBD 

5/24 Closing Dinner  

 

 


