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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       July 21, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room of the Veteran’s Memorial 

Building, New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommunication software, with members 

participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. Chairman 

Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, Dana Cotton, Cathy Gilbert, 

and Donny Bartch, with Tom Graupensperger participating virtually, through the Zoom 

meeting arrangements. County Commissioner Brenda Watson was present representing her 

board as the liaison. Jason Finnerty was in attendance representing the staff. Steve Deck, 

was also present remotely, representing staff and handling the logistics of the virtual 

meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the June 16, 2021 monthly 

meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the members 

offered any edits.  

 

 Mrs. Gilbert motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mrs. Cotton seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. Ben Kirk was in attendance for the David E. and Joanne W. Reiff subdivision (File # 

21-068). Mr. Tom Palm was in attendance for the Michael and Sadie Beiler subdivision 

(File # 21-052). Penn Township Supervisor Paul Soltis was in attendance to discuss the 

recent railroad crossing issue involving Norfolk Southern and residents in the Township. 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there was anything from the 

monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items to bring 

to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned a letter received from McNeese, 

Wallace and Nuric LLC regarding change in control of Suez Water which services 

Marysville Borough and a portion of Rye Township  

 

Mr. Soltis wanted to share the concerns that have been expressed to him from the 

residents that found themselves isolated to their residences when Norfolk Southern 

Railroad blocks their private roadway any length of time. Mr. Shaffer mentioned that 

while he was a Penn Township Supervisor he received similar complaints, and the 
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railroad had been unresponsive. Mr. Finnerty shared the letter sent to Norfolk Southern 

following the directions of the PCPC after the last meeting. He indicated he had not 

been contacted on the matter. County Commissioner Watson mentioned she would try 

to coordinate a meeting with a senior Norfolk Southern representative. 

 

On the subject of Penn Township, Mr. Shaffer asked if there was anything more to 

report on the cogeneration plant proposed for the industrial park. Mr. Finnerty indicated 

he spoke with Mr. Roberts who had a project representative contact the office to assure 

staff copies of the hazard analysis studies would be provided once all the necessary 

township approvals were obtained. 

 

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mrs. Gilbert made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mr. Bartch seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...……………………………………….......$1,140.00 

 

5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mrs. Cotton motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2021 through June 30, 2021 for filing subject to 

audit. Mrs. Gilbert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned the only LPA meeting staff attended this month involved 

the Marysville Borough Planning Commission. 

 

A copy of the LPA Report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Covering transportation, Mr. Deck mentioned the RTP draft is presently out for 

comment until August. The Harrisburg Area Transportation Study is scheduled to 

adopt the plan in September.  

 

Our office has resumed its assistance to HATS with Amish-Mennonite outreach. 

Several site specific project designs and details were shared with our community 

contacts for any comments or concerns they would care to share. TIP maps have 

been prepared for additional distribution following the meeting. 

 

HATS is looking for communities interested in establishing a bike share program. 

 

The TCRPC has become a WAZE App. Partner. 



 

 3 

 

On October 6th the TCRPC will be holding its annual luncheon and efforts are being 

made to secure a commitment from Pete Buttigieg to be our guest speaker. Other 

state secretaries are also being sought for the event.  

 

The TCRPC has been putting on its own lunch and learn trainings. The next will 

cover freight/distribution centers next Wednesday, July 28th. 

 

Finally, work continues to on the Countywide Action Plan (CAP) a couple of 

additional meetings have been held and the consultant (HRG). Outreach will be 

concluding shortly and draft plans will be provided for review in August.  

 

A copy of the Program Progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan 

 

Between meetings a copy of Perry County’s current Vision Statement was shared with 

the PCPC to gain some suggested edits for inclusion in the next comprehensive plan 

development process. Mr. Finnerty indicated he only received a suggested sentence 

addition from Mrs. Cotton which was read aloud to the group. Mr. Finnerty asked Mr. 

Bartch if he felt this would be a comfortable vision for the agriculture community. In 

response he indicated he would think if anything should be added.  

 

This item will appear under old business on the August meeting agenda for final 

discussion and direction. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan Implementation 

  

Our office continues to await word from PEMA on a recommended base floor elevation 

for the family to consider when seeking estimates on flood-proofing their home. The 

construction cost estimate will be used to apply for funding assistance through FEMA. 

 

C.    Highway Occupancy Permit Violation - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township  

 

PennDOT has sent a second certified letter to Mr. Drum regarding revocation of his 

HOP. Our office was advised by PennDOT officials Mr. Drum has not acknowledged 

the receipt of the letter. The letter may need to be served by an appropriate official. 

Staff continues to receive numerous communications from Mr. William Sloss, and Mr. 

Dennis Smith neighbors to the Drum properties. 

 

D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

 This item was covered in the Program Progress Report. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 
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1). Approvals Report 

 

a) File #21-052 Michael and Sadie Beiler - Toboyne Township 

 

Mr. Palm shared information regarding the slope and the residential 

construction site. Between meetings he also sent a letter to the PCPC confirming 

the slope of the property in the area of the proposed earth disturbance for the 

dwelling. He also indicated that he would like the PCPC to maintain its current 

approach of when erosion and sedimentation control plans are to be reviewed by 

the Perry County Conservation District.  

 

Following up on a request made at the June meeting, staff provided the PCPC 

with updated information regarding erosion and sedimentation control measures 

and the reviews of such plans by the Conservation District. 

 

Chairman Turner asked if staff had any recommendation on the modifications 

being requested. Mr. Finnerty indicated the file was still lacking the written 

modification requests which the applicant is required to provide. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bartch to grant modifications to §§ 403 and 407 for 

the preliminary plan procedure and specifications to consider the plan as a final 

plan; § 409.5.D for the plat scale; § 409.5.D.15) to display all existing features 

within 200’ of the subdivision; § 409.5.J.1) for the grading and earth 

disturbance plan; § 409.5.J.2) a. for an erosion and sedimentation control plan; 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Shaffer and passed unanimously.  

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to conditionally approve the plan with the 

receipt of the written request for the modifications and the PADEP approval 

letter for the sewage facilities planning module in consideration of section 

409.6.C. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bartch and passed unanimously with 

Mr. Rice abstaining. When asked by Mr. Shaffer if his clients would agree to 

the condition placed on the plan approval, Mr. Palm stated yes. 

 

b) File #21-068 David E. and Joanne W. Reiff - Northeast Madison Township 

 

Mr. Kirk provided the PCPC with a brief presentation of the proposed 

subdivision plan. 

 

Mr. Finnerty raised a concern for the proposed driveway being displayed in the 

mapped floodplain. Mr. Kirk advised the no construction activity is proposed 

with the subdivision at this time. 

 

Mr. Shaffer asked for staff recommendation on the plan. In response, Mr. 

Finnerty highlighted two items. They included the PADEP approval of the on-

lot sewage facilities, and municipal comment from Northeast Madison 

Township in consideration. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to grant modifications to §§ 403 and 407 for 

the preliminary plan procedure and specifications to consider the plan as a final 

plan; § 409.5.D for the plat scale; § 409.5.D.1 for the 5’ contour interval; § 
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409.5.D.4) for a wetlands delineation; § 409.5.D. 8 for the proposed building 

and finished floor elevation as it was unknown where the future lot owner 

would be building the dwelling; § 409.5.D.10) for displaying areas of steep 

slope; § 409.5.D.14) for displaying a proposed well; § 409.5.D.15) to display all 

existing features within 200’ of the subdivision; § 409.5.D.17)  for the highway 

occupancy approval date; § 409.5.J.1) covering the grading plan; §§ 409.5.J.2 

and 409.5.J.2) a. for an erosion and sedimentation control plan and associated 

approval all in consideration no construction activity is proposed with the 

subdivision at this time. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton and passed 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bartch to conditionally approve the plan with the 

receipt of municipal comment from Northeast Madison Township and subject to 

the receipt of the PADEP approval in consideration of section 409.6.C. The 

motion was seconded by Mrs. Gilbert and passed unanimously. When asked by 

Mr. Shaffer if his clients would agree to the condition placed on the plan 

approval, Mr. Kirk stated yes. 

 

2). Review and Report  

 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. Mr. Shaffer requested to 

see the Lisa Laird subdivision in Penn Township (File #21-062). 

 

Mr. Shaffer motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly 

review report table. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton and passed 

unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B. Zoning Matters 

 

1) Liverpool Borough  (Article XII § 1204 (1) Zoning Permits) 

 

Mr. Finnerty explained the office had received a proposed ordinance designed to 

amend the requirements for individuals seeking a zoning permit. The proposed 

ordinance appeared to have a misstated article reference number, and secondly is 

appeared to reword a requirement already covered in the ordinance. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bartch to authorize the Chairman to sign the prepared 

letter and for staff to send the review response to Liverpool Borough Council 

supporting adoption of the proposed ordinance clarify what building alterations 

warrant a zoning permit.. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Gilbert and passed 

unanimously. 

 

C.  Other Matters 

 

1) Sewage Facilities Planning Module 
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a)  21-SM10-Robert C., Jr. and Catharine A. Noaker - Penn Township 

 

Mr. Finnerty explained the first sewage facilities planning module on the 

agenda was a customary review.  

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to ratify staff review of the sewage 

planning modules on the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Gilbert and 

passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

2)  Perry County 2030 Vision Statement 

 

See action taken with 6. A.  

 

3)  NEPA Environmental Review - Newport Borough Sidewalk and Curb 

Improvements 

 

As part of the Environmental Review Record for the Perry County Community 

Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) the PCPC was afforded the 

opportunity to offer comments to SEDA-COG as the county’s CDBG program 

manager. 

 

  A motion was made by Mr. Graupensperger to send the prepared letter to SEDA-

COG advising there were no adverse comments to offer regarding wetlands 

protection, or any other environmental issues while mentioning the project to be 

generally consistent with respect to the Perry County Comprehensive Plan. The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Bartch and passed unanimously. 

 

4)   Intergovernmental Review - Commonwealth Financing Authority - for the Lakeside 

Streetscape Project in Bloomfield Borough ($376,177) 

 

An intergovernmental review was received by the office for the PCPC’s 

consideration in Bloomfield Borough for streetscape improvements the streets in 

the former Lakeside Development that did not receive the proper surface coating of 

blacktop as well as the connecting sidewalks.  

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Gilbert to authorize the Chairman to sign the prepared 

letter offering support for the project funding applications. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Bartch and passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

5) Senate Bill 554 

 

The office will be working to begin posting the draft agendas to the PCPC’s 

webpage at least 24 hours prior to the meeting on the website. Preparations were 

made to the webpage and a trial run was conducted this month in preparation for 

meeting the requirement.  

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:55 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 
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meeting will be preceded by the annual review of the Hazard Mitigation Plan which begins 

at 6:00 PM. Both meetings will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry 

County Veteran’s Memorial Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 

 

  


