
Sermon 22: 1 Kings 11:1-8: The Fall of Solomon

OUTLINE

Solomon’s wives
Solomon’s heart

INTRODUCTION

Solomon was a wiser man than you or I and he fell into sin.  A terrifying thought when we 
all know our weakness so well.  It is very important for us to study men like Solomon, men 
and women who are better than us, but also sinners like us to see how it is that sin takes 
them.  We have been observing some of the warning signs that have been setting Solomon 
up for his fall.  We have seen his small compromises in the area of riches and political 
alliances.  But here in 1 Kings 11:1-8 we are confronted with Solomon’s Achilles heel, his 
great weakness and the opening through which his great fall came.  It can all be 
summarised in the first few words of verse 1, ‘Now King Solomon love many foreign 
women.’  This section gives details about the many unbelieving wives Solomon had, but not 
only that it also gives us a biblical view on how sin takes a person.  It focuses our attention 
on Solomon’s heart and how he gave his heart to his sins instead of to God.  So in observing
this section we want to look at the two issues that are raised, firstly, the notion of being 
unequally yoked with unbelievers, and secondly, how losing our hearts to sin is the way we 
all fall.

Solomon’s wives

V1-2, ‘Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,2 from the nations concerning 
which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, "You shall not enter into marriage with 
them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods."
Solomon clung to these in love.’  The text does not merely record what Solomon did but 
shows next to God’s law that Solomon violated God’s law.  The quote is from Ex. 34:16 
listen to v11-16, ‘"Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before you
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.12 
Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it
become a snare in your midst.13 You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and 
cut down their Asherim14 (for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is
Jealous, is a jealous God),15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 
when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of 
his sacrifice,16 and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore 
after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.’  These instructions are 
repeated again in Deut. 7:1-4.  The issue was not one of interracial marriage being 
forbidden.  Religion not race was the issue.  The reason is because when we unite with 
someone in a one flesh union, marriages bind us to another person and we are brought into
a position we are a significant influence and are significantly influenced by another.  The 
text clearly tells us that Solomon was influenced.  Firstly, he sinned and married those he 
shouldn’t have, secondly he capitulated and allowed them to have their own idols and finally
participated in the idolatry with them.  What about the believer?    

Christians can only date and marry other Christians.  In 1 Cor. 7:39 Paul says this, ‘A wife is 
bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married 
to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.’  Here we see that a Christian widow who is allowed 



to remarry, is only allowed to marry a believer.  Now widows are not a special category to 
whom only this law applies, this applies to all believers.  There is nothing about widows or 
widowers that make them unique that they would be given restrictions that do not apply to 
Christians generally.  Marrying a believer is not being put upon widows as a punishment for 
those who have already had a chance to be married.  The classic text quoted is 2 Cor. 6:14, 
‘Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?’  Now in the context Paul is not 
talking about marriage or dating, he is talking about being united with false apostles, or 
going into idol temples with unbelievers.  However, the principle of what he is saying has 
application to many areas of union including dating and marriage.  Yoking an animal of one 
species with another was a practice forbidden in the OT, Deut. 22:10, ‘You shall not plow 
with an ox and a donkey together.’  Paul recognizing that this law of God was not merely an
arbitrary law but based on the principle of separation in much of the OT law applies the 
kernel within that law in the NT.  This has implications for all sorts of relationships between 
believers and unbelievers including dating and marriage.  The notion of being unequally 
yoked with unbelievers is not part of the Mosaic law which falls away in the NT.  No, we see 
that the reason for the flood was because the ungodly daughters of men mixed with the 
godly line, the sons of God, and corrupted them provoking God to send the flood, Gen. 6:1-
7.  When Abraham chooses a wife for Isaac, he makes sure that it was not someone from 
the ungodly Canaanites, Gen. 24:1-3.  We see that Isaac’s son Esau is described as 
marrying a Hittite and how this was bitter for his parents, Gen. 26:34.  Isaac also instructed 
Jacob not to take a wife from the Canaanites.  This practice of remaining separate under 
mosaic law was not an issue of racism but religion, Deut. 7:3-4.  God warned off the 
Israelites from intermarriage because the inevitable effect is that pure religion is lost and 
idolatry creeps in.

When you become a Christian, you have seen yourself as an unworthy sinner and been 
confronted with the truth of who you are.  You see that you are a creature created to 
worship, you see that God alone is worthy of praise, and you see that Christ is your only 
hope for forgiveness and happiness in this life.  When you trust in Christ for salvation you 
also repent, repentance includes putting away all sin because it is a violation of God’s law, 
you have a new loyalty to all things that challenge the authority of God.  You are angered 
when men do not keep God’s law, when they resist their very Creator, rivers of water run 
down from your eyes because you mourn that God is not glorified and man must be 
punished.  Will you then take into your heart someone who hates what you love, who resists
the one who saved you, who you love more than all others and whom you worship as 
worthy of all praise and devotion?  Could you stand to have someone as your closest friend, 
to share your inner world of dreams, desires, frustrations and fears who is against the God 
you love?  Either you will have to blunt your fervour for God or they will have to go.  You 
are on two different tracks, going to different destinations, you have two different world 
views, two different value systems, two different ways of loving, seeing right and wrong, 
parenting ideas, and everything else, for our whole lives are affected by God.  

I have spoken to many who think they can flirt and convert, who will be different and are 
driven by a true love to see the person saved.  The trouble is that because they are out of 
line with God’s word, they begin to wonder in the words of the devil, ‘Did God really say?’  
The truth is that many who have married unbelieves have lived to regret it, one woman put 
it this way, ‘If you think you are lonely before you get married, its nothing compared to how
lonely you can be AFTER you get married.’  You have to either marginalise God or your 
partner but you won’t be able to have both in a healthy way.  



This is what Kathy Keller says on the issue: ‘There are only three ways an unequal marriage 
can turn out, (and by unequal I am willing to stretch a point and include genuine, warm 
Christians who want to marry an in-name-only Christian, or someone very, very far behind 
them in Christian experience and growth):

1. In order to be more in sync with your spouse, the Christian will have to push Christ to the
margins of his or her life. This may not involve actually repudiating the faith, but in matters 
such as devotional life, hospitality to believers (small group meetings, emergency hosting of 
people in need), missionary support, tithing, raising children in the faith, fellowship with 
other believers—those things will have to be minimized or avoided in order to preserve 
peace in the home.

2. Alternatively, if the believer in the marriage holds on to a robust Christian life and 
practice, the non-believing PARTNER will have to be marginalized. If he or she can't 
understand the point of Bible study and prayer, or missions trips, or hospitality, then he or 
she can't or won't participate alongside the believing spouse in those activities. The deep 
unity and oneness of a marriage cannot flourish when one partner cannot fully participate in
the other person's most important commitments.

3. So either the marriage experiences stress and breaks up; or it experiences stress and 
stays together, achieving some kind of truce that involves one spouse or the other 
capitulating in some areas, but which leaves both parties feeling lonely and unhappy.

Solomon’s heart

Our text is intent on referring to Solomon’s heart many times.  In verse 1 we are told that 
he loved many foreign women.  V2 warns that marrying foreign women will turn a man’s 
heart.  V2 also goes on to say that Solomon ‘clung to these in love.’  V3 emphasizes his 700 
wives and 300 concubines who turned his heart.  V4 mentions the heart 3 times.  First to 
say that in his old age his heart went after other gods; then that he was not whole heartedly
for God, and compares his heart with David’s.  The heart is the centre of who we are, from 
our hearts issue our lives.  If the heart is God’s our whole lives will follow after Him.  But if 
our hearts are divided then we will soon abandon our faithful husband for the new lover.   

The first thing we see is that sin begins small and progresses until it takes the whole person.
A person has fallen in sin long before he is exposed in disgrace.  Solomon violates a clear 
command of scripture.  And no doubt like us he would have had many justifications for 
doing so.  Political expediency, forging new economic alliances, securing Israel’s borders 
against war, no doubt these excuses and more would have been used to spiritualise his 
disobedience.  But it is this compromise that opens up Solomon for further sin.  Unequal 
yolk in marriage, tolerance of false gods, participation in the false gods, and if the worship 
of Molech included child sacrifice as it did usually, then Solomon had gone all the way into 
things that are most abominable.  If we let sin loose in our lives we will also end up doing 
things we never imagined ourselves doing.    

The second thing we need to note is his age.  Many will think that sin is something young 
people do, but here we see that the worst sins can be committed in our old age.  The text is
highlighting these as the worst of Solomon’s sins and the one that had the greatest impact 
upon the nation.  We cannot let down our guard simply because we are no longer able to 
perform the sins we want, or because we are no longer desirable to the young.  One of the 
fallacies of overcoming sin is the fallacy of old age.  When a person tells themselves that 
they could never commit a sin simply because they are too old is a lie.  You still commit that



sin in your heart because you still love it.  The only way to stop sinning when we are old is 
not by our bodies and opportunities wearing out, but by a deep cultivation of love for God.  

Thirdly we see that Solomon was not whole hearted in his service of God.  Here is a saying I
learnt as a young Christian, ‘it is harder to be 99% for God than 100%.’  Why is that true?  
Because the 1% is a landing grounds for satan to crowbar his way into our lives.  1% of 
gangrene will putrefy the rest.  If your hand causes you to sin remove a thumb, no chop off 
the whole thing.  The bible tells us that a double minded man is unstable in all his ways 
James 1:8.  Instead of a rock solid conviction and dedication to what is right there is always 
a way to manipulate and influence the person into wrong.  To have reservations in your 
heart is a lack of repentance.  True repentance, is sorry, confesses, commits itself to never 
doing the sin again and removes any opportunity to do it again.  False repentance is sorry, 
confesses, says it will never do it again but does not remove itself from the situation where 
sin happened, it will not cut off the person that is the source of the sin.  What does it take 
to fall into disgrace, simply to be not wholly true to God.  Keep up a veneer of religion, 
make some half-hearted repentance, make vague confessions of sin to your fellow 
Christians, go to church most of the time, and all the while nurse a secret sin, an 
inconsistency with your witness, and in time it will grow and take you like Solomon.  Sin 
cannot be kept as a pet, it will always become master.  

If it was Solomon’s heart that was the problem then it is our hearts that we need to attend 
to in order to keep ourselves for God.  How do we keep our hearts on God?  A nice easy 
way to remember this is by beholding the glory of God in the face of Christ.  For when we 
see Him as He is we love Him, and we become more like Him.  The primary means of God 
changing us is by placing before us the glory of Christ that in beholding we become more 
like Him and love Him more than sin.  This is how John Owen puts it:
‘Let us live in the constant contemplation of the glory of Christ, and virtue will proceed from 
Him to repair all our decays, to renew a right spirit within us, and to cause us to abound in 
all duties of obedience….  It will fix the soul unto that object which is suited to give it 
delight, complacency and satisfaction….  When the mind is filled with thoughts of Christ and 
His glory, when the soul thereon cleaves unto Him with intense affections, they will cast out,
or not give admittance unto, those causes of spiritual weakness and indisposition….  And 
nothing will so much excite and encourage our souls hereunto as a constant view of Christ 
and His glory.’1 

Any of us is prone to wander young or old, wise or foolish.  Each of our hearts is touched by
sin and has inherent weaknesses and favourite sins which will easily take us if we do not 
keep our hearts set on Christ.  Consider then the God of grace is willing to give His Son to 
save such a sinner like Solomon, like you, like me.  Think on the beauty of His love and the 
wonder of His character that even He should pay for my sins.  To keep our hearts from sin 
we need to love something better than sin, we need to gaze upon something more 
attractive than sin and there is none for beautiful than our gracious God.  

             

1 Michael Riccardi, Sanctification, p32


