
Glossary of Common Terms  

ADMS-Roads  A comprehensive dispersion model that can be used to predict concentrations 
of pollutants in the vicinity of roads and small industrial sources. 

Archaeological 
Asset 

A site, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree 
of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its 
archaeological interest. Archaeological asset includes designated heritage 
assets and assets identified by the local planning authority and recorded in 
their Historic Environment Record (HER). 

B1 Use (General 
Industrial)-   

Offices (other than those that fall within A2), research and development of 
products and processes, light industry appropriate in a residential area. 

BREEAM Internationally recognised sustainability rating scheme for non-residential 
buildings, monitoring performance in areas such as energy efficiency, 
responsible sourcing of materials, life cycle impacts and sustainable transport 
provision. 

Challenged 
Diversity 

The population of this group have a higher level of people aged 0 to 14 in 
comparison with the supergroup. All non-White ethnic groups have a higher 
representation than nationally, especially people who have mixed ethnicity. A 
higher proportion of households live in terraced properties, and are more 
likely to live in private rented accommodation when compared with the 
supergroup. Car ownership is generally higher than the supergroup, and 
people are more likely to be employed in information and communication 
related industries. 

Code for 
Sustainable 
Homes 

A former national standard for the sustainable design and construction of new 
homes, aiming to reduce carbon emissions and promote higher standards of 
sustainable design above the current minimum standards set out by Building 
Regulations. Although it was withdrawn by the UK Government in 2015, many 
local planning authorities (including Luton Borough Council) require new 
developments to comply with this standard until an alternative is finalised. 

Conceptual 
model    

Representation of a site and the surrounding area. Typically comprises a 
mixture of pictures, diagrams and text and it is used to provide a vision of the 
site. It is important that your conceptual  model  is  updated  regularly  
during your site investigation. 

Conservation 
Area 

An area "of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance” s.69(1)(a) 
Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

Considerate 
Constructors 
Scheme 

Independent organisation founded by the construction industry to improve its 
image. Construction sites, companies and suppliers voluntarily register with 
the Scheme and agree to abide by the Code of Considerate Practice, which 
includes topics on appearance, community engagement, environmental 
sustainability, and workforce health and safety. 

Constrained City 
Dwellers 

This supergroup has a lower proportion of people aged 5 to 14 and a higher 
level aged 65 and over than nationally. It is more densely populated than the 
UK average. People are more likely to be single or divorced. There is a lower 
representation of all the non-White ethnic groups and of people who were 
born in other EU countries. There is a lower proportion of households with no 
children. Households are more likely to live in flats and to live in social rented 
accommodation, and there is a higher prevalence of overcrowding. There is a 
higher proportion of people whose day-today activities are limited, and lower 
qualification levels than nationally. There is a higher level of unemployment in 
the supergroup. There are no particular industries in which workers are most 
likely to be employed, but some industries such as information and 
communication, and the education sector are underrepresented. 
 

Construction 
Environmental 
Management 
Plan 
 

Outlines how a construction project will avoid, minimise or mitigate effects on 
the environment of the construction activities and operations 



Contaminated 
land 

Environmental Protection Act Part IIA: Any land which appears to the local 
authority in whose area it is situated to be in such condition, by 
reason of substances in, on or under land that: (i) Significant harm is being 
caused or there is significant possibility of such harm being caused; or (ii) 
Pollution of controlled waters is being, or is likely to be, caused 

Contamination Anthropogenic or naturally occurring chemicals in soils or water that have the 
potential to cause harm to sensitive receptors. 

Cycle Time At a signalised junction the cycle time is the period required for all 
approaches at the signals to run. This is measured as the time which elapses 
between the start of an approach and the point at which that particular 
approach starts again. Typically a cycle time may be up to a maximum of 120 
seconds 

D2 Use 
(Assembly and 
Leisure)- 

Cinemas, music and concert halls, bingo and dance halls (but not night 
clubs), swimming baths, skating rinks, gymnasiums or area for indoor or 
outdoor sports and recreations (except for motor sports, or where firearms are 
used). 
 

dB (Decibel  The scale on which sound pressure level is expressed. It is defined as 20 x 
the logarithm of the ratio between the ratio root mean square pressure of the 
sound field and a reference pressure of the sound field and a reference 
pressure (2x10-5Pa)  

dB(A)  A-weighted decibel. This is a measure of the overall level of sound across the 
audible spectrum with a frequency weighting (i.e. A-weighting) to compensate 
for the varying sensitivity of the human ear to sound at different frequencies.  

DEFRA Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs 
Designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building Protected   
Wreck   Site, Registered   Park   and   Garden, Registered Battlefield or 
Conservation Area designated under the relevant legislation. National 
Planning Policy Framework Annex 2: Glossary 

Designated 
Heritage Asset 

These include; Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Registered Parks 
and Gardens, Conservation Areas, Registered Battlefields, World Heritage 
Sites, and Protected Wreck Sites which have been designated under relevant 
legislation. Scheduled Monuments are covered by the 1979 Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act. 

Economic 
Activity Rates 

expresses the percentage of economically active persons (employed persons 
and unemployed) in the population 

Economically 
Active 

people who are either in employment or unemployed 

EIA Scoping 
Opinion 

The formal opinion of a Local Planning Authority on the information to be 
supplied in the Environmental Statement. 

EIA Screening 
Request  

A procedure used to determine whether a proposed project is likely to have 
significant effects on the environment. 

Employment 
Rate- 

the number of people in employment expressed as a percentage of all people 
aged 16-64 

Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment 

A procedure to be followed for certain types of project to ensure that 
decisions are made in full knowledge of any likely significant effects on the 
environment.  National  Planning 
Policy Framework Annex 2: Glossary 

EUROBATS  Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe 

Fast  A time weighting used in the root mean square section of a sound level meter 
with a 125 millisecond time constraint.  

Free Field Noise  A sound field determined at a point away from reflective surfaces other than 
the ground with no significant contributions due to sound from other reflective 
surfaces. Generally as measured outside and away from buildings.  

Green 
Infrastructure 

A number of discrete “green” elements (parks, street trees, etc.) that make a 
functional network of green spaces and features. If designed and maintained 
well, they deliver multi-functional environmental, social and economic 
benefits. 

Hazard/source    Substance or situation that has the potential to cause harm or pollution. 



Heritage Asset A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a 
degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because 
of its heritage interest. Heritage asset includes designated heritage assets 
and assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing). 
National Planning Policy Framework Annex 2: Glossary. 

Hydrogeology Branch of geology concerned with water occurring underground or on the 
surface of the earth. 

Hydrology Study and practical implications of the movement, distribution and quality of 
freshwater in the environment. 

Importance  Term used to denote ‘significance’ of heritage assets for the purposes of the 
ES Chapter. The NPPF refers to the consideration of the ‘significance’ of 
heritage assets. However, in the context of an EIA, the term ‘significance’ is 
used to denote the magnitude of likely environmental effects. Therefore, to 
avoid confusion, when referring to the NPPF, the term ‘importance’ (rather 
than significance) is used within this assessment.  

Junctions 9 Is a junction modelling tool to aid in the design of new roundabouts as well as 
assessing the effects of modifying existing layouts and has been 
developed by the Transport Research Laboratory 
(TRL) and is used for predicting capacities, queue lengths, delays and 
accident risk at roundabouts. 

L10 and L90  If a non-steady noise is to be described it is necessary to know both its level 
and degree of fluctuation. The Ln indices are used for this purpose, and the 
term refers to the level exceeded for the n% of the time. Hence L10 is the 
level exceeded for 10% of the time and as such can be regarded as the 
average maximum level. Similarly, L90 is the average minimum level and is 
often used to describe the background noise. It is common practice to use the 
L10 index to describe traffic noise.  

LAeq,T  LAeq is defined as the notional steady sound level which over a stated period 
of time (T) would contain the same amount of acoustical energy as the A-
weighted fluctuating sound measured over that period.  

LAmax  LAmax is the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level recorded over the 
period stated. LAmax is sometimes used in assessing environmental noise 
where occasional loud noises occur which may have little effect on the overall 
Leq noise level but will still affect the noise environment. Unless described 
otherwise, it is measured using the fast sound level meter response.  

Land instability Ground conditions that could cause damage to proposed buildings and 
infrastructure due to compressibility, cavity collapse or slope instability. 

LCpeak  The absolute highest sound pressure of the noise signal of either the positive 
or negative part of the sound with a ‘C; weighting. ‘C’ weighting is the 
frequency response often used to measure very high noise levels.  

Locally Listed 
Building  

A local designation, the exact definition of which may vary between local 
authorities. Generally applied to a building, structure or feature which, whilst 
not listed by the Secretary of State, has been recognised at a local level due 
to its architectural, historic or archaeological significance.  

Median House 
Prices 

midway point of all the houses/units sold at market price over a set period 
 

National Planning 
Policy 
Framework  

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out government's planning 
policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. 

Non-Designated 
Heritage Asset 

These include; heritage assets with archaeological interest or buildings of 
local and regional importance which have been identified by the Local 
Planning Authority. Details of all heritage assets within Central Bedfordshire 
are held by the Central Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record (definition 
provided by CBC 2015). 

Non-Technical 
Summary 

Sets out the main findings of the ES in accessible plain English. 

Pathway A means by which the hazard moves along /generates exposure. 
Phase I Ground 
Condition 

Repost assessing ground conditions based on publically available 
information, current and historical mapping, previously undertaken reports 



Assessment 
Report 

and a site visit. Includes an assessment of potential contamination sources, a 
Conceptual Site Model which sets out the relationships between Sources, 
Pathways and Receptors and a preliminary risk assessment. 

Phase II Intrusive 
Investigation 
Report 

Report which provides factual records from ground investigations and 
includes the ground conditions encountered during ground investigation 
works. 

PM10 Particulate matter 10 micrometers or less in diameter. 

Potential 
Geological 
Hazards 

Geological features related to ground stability (i.e. unstable slopes, ground 
compression and cavities (natural and anthropogenic) which have the 
potential to become a hazard.  

Ramsar  An international wetland site; a place in Iran where the wetland conference 
was held. 

Receptor An entity that is vulnerable to the potential adverse effects of the hazard. 

Remediation Action taken to reversing or stopping environmental damage. 

Resident Place 
earnings 

provides estimates for people living in an area 

Risk assessment   A systematic process of evaluating the potential risks that may be involved in 
a projected activity or undertaking. 

Scheduled 
Ancient 
Monument  

Any scheduled monument and any other monument which in the opinion of 
the Secretary of State is of public interest by reason of the historic, 
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching to it. 
s.61(12) Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979  
 

Scheduled 
Monument  

'Scheduled monument' means any monument which is for the time being 
included in the schedule [compiled and maintained by the Secretary of State 
for Culture, Media and Sport]". s.1(11) Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979  

Setting The surroundings in which an asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and 
may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting 
may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, 
may affect the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral. 
National Planning Policy Framework Annex 2: Glossary 

Slow  A time weighting used in the root mean square section of a sound level meter 
with a 1000 millisecond time constraint.  

Source 
Protection Zones 

Are defined around large and public potable groundwater abstraction sites. 
The purpose of SPZs is to provide additional protection to safeguard drinking 
water quality through constraining the proximity of an activity that may impact 
upon a drinking water abstraction 

Sui Generis Certain uses do not fall within any use class and are considered 'sui generis'. 
Such uses include: betting offices/shops, pay day loan shops, theatres, larger 
houses in multiple occupation, hostels providing no significant element of 
care, scrap yards. Petrol filling stations and shops selling and/or displaying 
motor vehicles. Retail warehouse clubs, nightclubs, launderettes, taxi 
businesses and casinos. 
 

Surface water Water that collects on the surface of the ground 
(e.g. rivers or lakes) 

Sustainable 
Urban Drainage 
Systems 

Ponds, wetlands, and so on which are designed to mimic natural drainage 
processes, reducing the risk of surface water flooding. 

Water Framework 
Directive 

European legislation in place to protect groundwater 

Water Sensitive 
Design 

Design principles which aim to integrate flood risk management with water 
resource management, thereby integrating the whole water cycle into the built 
environment. 

Work place 
earnings – 

Provides estimates for people working in the area 

 



Working Age 
Population 

Population aged 16-64 years old 
 

 

 

 Abbreviations  
AADT  Annual Average Daily Traffic Total volume of vehicular traffic for a year divided 

by 365 days. 

AQAL Air Quality Assessment Level 

AQAP Air Quality Action Plan 

AQMA Air Quality Management Area 

AVR Accurate Visual Representation 

BAP  Biodiversity Action Plan (applied to habitats as well as species) 

CCG Norwich Clinical Commissioning Group  

CCMGWA  Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn, 

1980) 

CMP  Construction Management Plan  

CNHR  Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations, 1994 

CPZ Controlled Parking Zone is an area where parking is controlled. Some limited 

parking may be allowed for short periods of time. In general the parking is 

restricted to local residents with permits. The times of the zone will be 

displayed on the zone entry signs, which will be present on all routes in the 

zone. 

CRoW  Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000 

DCLG  Department of Communities and Local Government 

DfT  Department for Transport Government department responsible for the English 

transport network. 

DM Development Management 

DMRB Design Manual for Roads and Bridges is a Stationery Office publication 

containing current Standards, Advice Notes and other guidance documents 

relating to the maintenance, operation and improvement of motorways and 

trunk roads. It is often applied by highway authorities to non- trunk roads. 

DoS Degree of Saturation (DoS) is the ratio of the actual traffic flow to the maximum 

flow, and indicates how much demand a lane/or lanes can take or approach is 

experiencing compared to its total capacity. A DoS of 90% on an approach to 

signals indicates that it is approaching its 

theoretical capacity and a value of above 100% indicates that it has exceeded 

its absolute capacity. See also RFC. 

EEFM East of England Forecasting Model 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EU  European Union 

FONSI  Finding of No Significant Impact 



GCN  Great Crested Newt 

GIA Gross Internal Area 

GP’s General Practices 

HAP  Habitat Action Plan 

HCA Homes and Communities Agency 

HE Historic England 

HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle Generally a good vehicle (lorry) weighing more than 3.5 

tonnes. 

HMA Housing Market Area 

HMSO  Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 

IAQM Institute of Air Quality Management 

IEMA  Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

IMD Indices of Multiple Deprivation 

JCS Joint Core Strategy 

JNCC  Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 

LDF Local Development Framework  - A portfolio of documents providing the spatial 

planning framework for an area. 

LSOA Local Super Output Areas 

MAGIC  Multi-Agency Geographic Information of the Countryside 

NBN  National Biodiversity Network 

NCC Norwich City Council 

NHS National Health Service 

NNR  National Nature Reserve 

NO2 Nitrogen dioxide 

NPA Norwich Policy Area 

NPPF  National Planning Policy Framework  

NPS  National Pollinator Strategy 

NUA Norwich University of Arts 

NVQ National Vocational Qualification 

OAN Objectively Assessed Need 

ONS Office for National Statistics 

PGN  Policy Guidance Note  

PIP Planning in Principle 



RDB  Red Data Book 

RSPB  Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SAC  Special Area of Conservation 

SHMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

SNCI  Site of Nature Conservation Importance 

SOC Standard Occupational Classification 

SPA  Special Protection Area 

SPD Supplementary Planning Document  

SSSI  Site of Special Scientific Interest 

TSP Total Suspended Particulate 

TVIA Townscape & Visual Impact Assessment 

VER  Valued Ecological Receptor 

WCA  Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

WHS  World Heritage Site 

YP Young People 

 


