
Teacher Training Institute

& Laboratory School  Project





A non profit organization founded by 
Sonya Philip in 2005 to work with all 
school-age children, including those with 
learning related struggles. 

Serves several thousand students through 
group and individual teaching, diagnostic 
assessments and parent & teacher training 
workshops across India. 

A team of internationally-trained Indian 
and overseas professionals with over 100 
years of combined teaching experience.

About Learning Matters

Our Vision
Joyful and purposeful 

learning for all children 
through informed 

teaching



- Ignacio Estrada

“If a child can’t learn the way we 
teach, maybe we should teach the 
way they learn.”



The Challenge

Over 40 million school children in 
India (a full 20%) struggle with 
reading, writing,  weak attention, etc. 

These capable and smart children 
suffer needless humiliation and 
damage to their self esteem due to a 
lack of teacher expertise and 
understanding. 

There is a dire need to overhaul our 
teacher education content and 
methodologies to meet the needs of 
the 21st century learner.



- Helen Caldicott

“Teachers, I believe, are the most 
responsible and important members 
of society because their professional 
efforts affect the fate of the earth.”



Informed Teachers are Critical

They lose 
motivation and 

ambition.

They become 
painfully anxious 

about 
themselves.

They commit 
antisocial acts.

Many drop out 
of school and 

sadly even life.

What happens 
when children are 
poorly understood 
and their learning 

problems go 
unrecognized?





About Sonya Philip, M.Ed.  | Founder, Learning Matters

A passionate educator with over 3 decades of teaching 
experience in India and the US and a lifelong learner with a 
zeal for best practices and current research in education

Holds two post-graduate degrees in education from leading 
universities in the United states and continues to attend 
regular courses at Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Founded Learning Matters Foundation, a non profit 
organization, in 2005. 

Published numerous articles in leading national dailies and 
invited as a speaker to several educational conferences, 
seminars and workshops.





A Mother’s Journey

Sonya’s journey in the field of learning 
differences began as a mother. In spite 

of being a qualified teacher, she was 
unable to understand her own son’s 

learning difficulties at school.  

Today, her son is a successful 
entrepreneur. Sonya and her son have 
witnessed the difference teachers well 

versed in the science and art of 
teaching can make in a child’s life.  

She struggled for answers on why her 
son could not read, write or spell like 

other children his age. 

This propelled her to move to USA, to 
give her son an education that was 

unavailable in India. She also returned 
to university to study the field of 

learning differences.





A progressive, child 
centred preschool for 
children between the 

ages of two-and-a-half 
to five years.

The Right Start 
Program

The Student 
Success Program

Professional 
Development

Current Programs at Learning Matters

An after-school 
program for children 

who may experience a 
range of learning 

difficulties at school.

Training workshops 
and conferences for 

teachers, school 
administrators, 

clinicians and parents.



Architectural plans for the Teacher 
Training Institute and Laboratory SchoolArchitectural  Scale Model 

Teacher Training Institute 
and Laboratory School



The Learning Matters 
Teacher Training 

Institute and 
Laboratory School for 

Children

An 80,000 sq. ft. campus in Dwarka, New 
Delhi

In collaboration with Deakin University, 
Australia 

World class curriculum, teachers and 
facilities

The gold standard for progressive and 
inclusive teaching

Project Overview





Collaboration with Deakin University, Australia

Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia will be our 
knowledge partner for the Teacher Training Institute. 

Learning Matters and Deakin have jointly developed 
a two year pre-service curriculum along with shorter 
modules for  in-service teachers.

Deakin University has over 53,000 students at its four 
campus locations in Australia.

Deakin is ranked among the top 3% of universities 
worldwide and is among the top 50 universities 
worldwide under 50 years of age*.

* Rankings according to each of the three major international rankings: Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), Times Higher 
Education and QS World University Rankings.



- Dr. Haim G. Ginott

“I’ve come to a frightening conclusion that I am the decisive 
element in the classroom. It’s my personal approach that 
creates the climate. It’s my daily mood that makes the weather. 
As a teacher, I possess a tremendous power to make a child’s 
life miserable or joyous. I can be a tool of torture or an 
instrument of inspiration. I can humiliate or heal. In all 
situations, it is my response that decides whether a crisis will 
be escalated or de-escalated and a child humanized or 
dehumanized.”



Learning Matters | Project Advisory Board

Shaifalika Panda
Director, Indian Metals 

& Ferro Alloys

Mira Singh Akoi
Director, Imperial Hotel

Mamta Singhania
Director, J.K. Group

Shallu Jindal
Director, Jindal Steel

Pia Singh
Director, DLF

Neeraj Bharadwaj
Managing Director, 

Carlyle Group
Board Member, Indian 

School of Business (ISB)

Claire Wurtzel
Ex-Director of General & 

Special Education 
Initiatives, Bank St. 

College of Education

Robert Hetzel
Ex-Director, American 
Embassy School, New 

Delhi

Abha Adams
Ex-Director, Shri Ram 

Schools
Ex-Principal, Step by 
Step school, Noida

Pramath Sinha
Founder & Managing 

Director, 9.9 Mediaworx
Founding Dean, Indian 

School of Business (ISB)



- Chinese proverb

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice 
If you are planning for a decade, plant trees 
If you are planning for a lifetime, educate people”



Project Status

Acquired land in Dwarka, Delhi for our 80,000 square 
feet campus at a cost of Rs. 12 crore (Rs. 11 crore of 
which were contributed by Sonya Philip & family)

Received governmental permissions and sanctions for 
the architectural plans from DDA

Developed architectural plans and models at a cost of 
Rs. 50 lakh in collaboration with the architectural firm

Signed an MOU with Deakin University, in Melbourne, 
Australia to be our knowledge partners

Developed a two-year progressive & inclusive teacher 
training program in collaboration with Deakin University

In Progress: Of the Rs. 25 crore total project cost, we 
have raised Rs. 13 crore. 

We need to raise an additional Rs. 12 crore





Please Donate 
Bring joyful and purposeful 

learning to all children 
through informed teaching

Learning Matters Foundation is a registered 80 G 
organization. All donations to the foundation are 

tax exempt under section 80 G norms.



Learning Matters Foundation

Email: learningmattersindia@gmail.com

Phone (Sonya Philip): +91-9818 685565

Web: www.learningmatters-india.org

Post: D-282 Defence Colony, New Delhi 110024, India


