
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 280
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 30 March 2020 - SAT 4 April 2020
MON: DN 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 OR 13:41C-62, JN 8:1-11 TUE: NM 21:4-9, 
JN 8:21-30 WED: DN 3:14-20, 91-92, 95, JN 8:31-42 THU: GN 17:3-9, JN 8:51-59 
FRI: JER 20:10-13, JN 10:31-42 SAT: EZ 37:21-28, JN 11:45-56

Introduction to The Letters of Saint 
Paul (Part 7 of 11)

PAUL’S JOURNEYS AND 
LETTERS

Ephesians. Colossians. Philemon. 
61-63 A.D.

The letters to the Christians of 
Ephesus and Colossae (both in Roman 
Asia) and the letter to Philemon are 
closely related: the mission on which 
Onesimus is sent in Col 4:9 is the 
same as that in Phm 12; the same is 

true of Tychicus in Col 4:7f and Ep 
6:21f; Paul’s companions in Col 4:10-
14 are the same as in Phm 23-24; Col 
and Ep are very similar in style and 
doctrine. All three were written while 
Paul was under arrest, Phm 1, 9f, 13, 
23; Col 4:3, 10, 18; Ep 3:1; 4:1; 6:20, 
and this is almost certainly his arrest 
(61-63) in Rome rather than (58-60) in 
Caesarea where it would be difficult to 
account for the presence of Mark and 
of Onesimum, or (56-57) in Ephesus 
since there is nothing to suggest 
that Luke was ever there with Paul. 
The degree to which Paul’s style has 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

29 March 2020 Year AFifth Sunday of Lent

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

The parish office, however, will remain open during this period.
Please refer to the opening hours of the parish office.



How to make contributions to the church:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Method 2: via Cheque
Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”.
You may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 
188551. Please do not mail cash.

changed, and his doctrine developed, 
suggest some interval between Col, 
Ep and the ‘great letters’ Co, Ga, 
Rm. This interval (57-61) came to an 
end when Epaphras, Col 1:7, Paul’s 
delegate, arrive from Colossae (a 
church Paul had not founded) 1:4; 2:1, 
with disturbing news. Paul promptly 
wrote a letter to the Christians there, 
and gave it to Tychicus to deliver. The 
inherent dangers of this new situation 
stimulated Paul to rethink things at 
a deeper level, and just as Rm had 
systematised the ideas outlined in Ga, 
so now, at about the same time as Col, 
Paul wrote another letter in which 
he restructured his teaching from the 
new angle that he had been forced to 
adopt by the recent developments at 
Colossae. This new synthesis of Paul’s 
thought is referred to as the letter he 
wrote to the Christians at Ephesus. 
The title, however, is misleading, and 
has very scanty MS support, cf. Ep 
1:1. This is a general letter in which 
Paul is speaking to the whole Church 
and not just to the church at Ephesus 
where he had spent three years, Ep 
1:15; 3:2-4, though it was meant in a 
special way for Colossae and the other 
Christian communities of the Lycus 
valley among whom he asks for it to 
be circulated, Col 4:16.

Critics have often disputed who the 
authors are for these two letters: for Col 
the balance now is in favour of Paul, 
since not only does it retain his basic 
ideas but the new ideas in it are such as 

seem to be satisfactorily explained by 
the circumstances mentioned above. 
There is, however, no such agreement 
that Ep, in the form in which we 
have it, is a letter of Paul’s. Among 
arguments in favour of Paul are: 1. that 
Ep is not the work of any derivative 
thinker like a disciple, but of someone 
with a genius for creative thinking; 2. 
that the leisurely, rich and extravagant 
style of Col and Ep which contrasts so 
much with the quick, jerky discussions 
of earlier letters, can probably be 
explained by these wide new horizons 
that Paul was opening for himself; 
3. that the style of the earlier letters 
is not at all consistent, and two early 
examples of this later contemplative, 
semi-liturgical manner can be found in 
2 Co 9:8-14, Rm 3:23-26; 4. that the 
slavish and awkward borrowing by Ep 
of phrases from Col might be due to 
the fact that Paul was not in the habit 
of composing every word of his letters, 
and on this occasion he may have 
allowed a disciple to play a greater part 
than usual. (to be continued)
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION DINNER. 
An unforgettable gala event 150 years in the 
making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), Orchard 
Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for sale 
$2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.
joanna@gmail.com

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ 
pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our 
sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek 
refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not 
disdain the entreaties of we who are 
in trial, but deliver us from every 
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Pope Francis’s prayer to Mary during coronavirus pandemic


