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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th May, 2014, at 7.15pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace,  

L McKendrick and D Robb  
and County Councillor J Chaplow 

 
10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor D Bell. 
 
11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
12. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Council had to find additional savings of £37m for the year 2016/2017.  To 
achieve this, the grants to CDCF, parish budgets, children’s centres, legal and democratic 
services, HR and ICT services would be reviewed.  Substantial savings had already been 
achieved from management rationalisation, but further saving were still required. 

 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
13. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £216.90 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages. 
(ii) £54.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE. 
(iii) £85.75 to Mr MG Ackroyd in respect of internal audit. 
(iv) £49.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 30th Apr 2014 £ 126.54 Clerk’s wages    No. 667 
(ii) 30th Apr 2014 £ 31.60 HMRC     No. 668 
(iii) 30th Apr 2014 £ 74.57 Clerk (printer cartridges)   No. 669 
(iv) 30th Apr 2014 £ 135.78 CDALC     No. 670 
(v) 30th Apr 2014 £ 49.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 671 
(vi) 30th Apr 2014 £ 993.33 Zurich Municipal    No. 672 
(vii) 1st May 2014 £ 3,004.95 Transfer to Unity Trust   No. 673 
(viii) 1st May 2014 £ 13,829.02 Transfer to Barclays   No. 674 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £8,298.59 
Barclays  £32,685.23 
Unity Trust  £9,800.00 

 
(d) Petty Cash  

 
Replenishment of £87.69 was agreed to return the petty cash balance to £100.00. 
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14. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence requiring the Council’s attention.  
 
15. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
16. REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Internal Auditor, copies of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
17. COMMUNITY HALL REPAIRS 
 
Discussion took place regarding the condition of the Community Hall with a number of areas of repair 
being identified.  Guttering was missing to the back wall resulting in rain running down the wall and 
causing it to become damp, while the downpipe adjacent to the side entrance had been pulled from 
the wall again and thrown onto the roof.  The fire door to the hall and side entrance door were in 
need of painting as the existing paint was flaking off and the doors were starting to rot, and the rear 
door to the meeting room was still in need of repair following the attempted break in last year.  
 
The Clerk reminded Members that the Community Association had been successful in obtaining a 
grant to cover the cost of purchase and installation of a new hot water boiler in the kitchen.  Since 
quotations had been obtained to accompany the application, there had been some slight changes in 
prices, meaning the total cost would be more that the grant amount and the Council was asked 
whether it would consider meeting the slight difference between the grant and the actual costs.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Clerk arrange for the necessary repairs to be undertaken as soon as possible 
without the need to obtain 3 quotes for consideration in advance.  
 
(ii) That the Council will cover any costs in excess of the grant for purchase and installation of the 
new hot water boiler.  
 
18. NOTICEBOARD (WESTERN AVENUE) 
 
The Clerk reported that problems were being experienced with the noticeboard in Western Avenue. 
Padlocks kept seizing and having to be replaced, while the cork boards inside had rotted away to the 
extent that one of them fell out each time the door was opened.  The noticeboard was not weather-
tight which appeared to be the cause of the problem.  Suggestions of replacing the cork board 
interiors or replacing the entire noticeboard were made, but possible funding for the latter being from 
the Wind Farm Fund.   
 
Resolved: That the Clerk obtain quotations for replacement of the noticeboard.    
 
19. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with PCSO Liddle and a number of young 
people in relation to providing a youth shelter.  The location preferred by the young people was to the 
left of the pathway, and one quote had so far been received and was £9,995 plus VAT, together with 
the costs of a concrete pad.  Two further quotes were awaited and it was hoped that £5,000 could be 
obtained from the Wind Farm Fund, with contributions from the three County Councillors for the area, 
the AAP, Police and Crime Commissioner and Derwentside Homes.   
 
The Parish Council had previously agreed that it would maintain and insure the shelter once 
purchased, and the young people had agreed to take ownership and were aware that they would 
have a responsibility to take care of the shelter too.  
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Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
20. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – LOTTERY APPLICATION 
 
The Clerk reported on progress towards completion of the Stage 2 Lottery application form.  
Assistance was being provided by Durham County Council, but the form was complicated and 
required detailed answers to the questions.  A key theme was that of ongoing consultation, and the 
Council was required to demonstrate in the Stage 2 application that there was still community support 
for the project and that consultation had been ongoing since submission of the Stage 1 application. It 
was necessary therefore to ensure that the consultation was up-to-date and could be evidenced, and 
following discussions with the AAP, it had been suggested that this could be linked with the village 
action plan update event to be held on 21 June.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
21. MID DURHAM AAP – VILLAGE ACTION PLAN 
 
The Clerk advised that the Village Action Plan event had been arranged for Saturday 21 June 
between 2.00pm and 4.00pm in the Community Hall, and it was hoped that County and Parish 
Councillors would be able to attend.  
 
The event would allow residents to be updated on actions on last year’s plan, and comment on 
problems and other issues that they felt should be prioritised for the forthcoming year.  
 
For the plan to be meaningful, it was important that residents attended the event.  There had been a 
disappointing attendance at the event held last November in the Parish Centre, and it was suggested 
that awareness of the event needed to be raised and people encouraged to attend.  
 
Resolved: That notices be displayed around the Parish and a leaflet drop be arranged to raise 
awareness of the event, a budget of £50.00 be agreed towards the cost of light refreshments at the 
event, and that Hall user groups be encouraged to attend.  
 
22. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
23. CLERK’S HOURS 
 
The Clerk’s was employed for 3 hours per week plus meetings, together with additional hours where 
necessary such as to prepare the year end accounts.  The workload had, however, been increasing 
due to projects being undertaken by the Council and tasks to be undertaken.  The Clerk had provided 
details of hours spend on various tasks in recent months.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk be employed for 21 hours per month to include the monthly meeting, 
together with additional hours where necessary.  
 

The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

96 

 

 


