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‘Nigeria losing 
the big war 
against cancer’

Continues on pages 2

N
igeria may be los-
ing the big war 
against cancer 
as evidence on 
ground points to 

the country’s lack of readiness 
in the management of the 
disease that has since been 
declared a global epidemic by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

BDSUNDAY learnt that 
in spite of the scary cancer 
statistics in the country, near 
absence of infrastructure and 
cancer specialists combine to 
keep the death ratio from the 
disease high, even as awareness 
level is still low.

Remi Ajekigbe, a professor 
of Radiotherapy & Oncology 
and consultant radiotherapist 
and oncologist, Department 
of Radiation Biology, Radio-
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not helping matters,” he said.
Calling for more awareness 

campaigns, Ajekhigbe said, 
“Honestly, the press is doing 
very well but maybe they 
need to do more. I don’t know 
how many publications we 
have in local languages. For 
women in the rural areas to 
know this, we must communi-
cate it to them in the language 
they would understand. More 
people are in rural areas, so 
how many of these things 
we are saying are in local lan-
guages? That is what we are 
saying. They are not reaching 
the grassroots. They are not 
educating where the people 
really are. We think it’s only 
Lagos or Abuja and that’s the 
end but that is very wrong.”

Considering the high cost 
of cancer management, which 
is also another reason for the 
extremely high death ratio, 
Ajekigbe called on govern-
ment to allocate an oil block to 
cancer management.

“The proceeds from the oil 
block will cover early detec-
tion and treatment. That is, it 
will cover cancer screening 
for both male and female. 
It will help in buying more 
machines, the facilities and 
equipment that we use for 

therapy, Radioagnosis and 
Radiography, College of Medi-
cine, University of Lagos and 
Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital (LUTH), told BDSUN-
DAY in an interview that 
Nigeria was faring badly in 
cancer management, stating 
that the country currently has 
only two functional cancer 
machines for a population of 
over 170 million people.

“Nigeria is not faring well 
at all. It’s not doing well. If 
you are to score Nigeria over 
10, maybe you’ll give it 2/10. 
We are many in Nigeria, over 
170 million, and we have only 
two cancer machines working, 
while some single hospitals in 
Britain have nine machines 
even outside London. Nine 
machines in a single hospital 
and a whole country has just 
two machines functioning 
well. So, we are not doing well,” 
said Ajekigbe.

Available statistics show 
that Nigeria has one of the 
worst cancer death ratios in 
the whole world, 4 in 5 cases. 
Out of over 100,000 people di-
agnosed with cancer annually 
in the country, about 80,000 
die from the disease, amount-

ing to 240 Nigerians every day 
or 10 Nigerians every hour 
dying from cancer, according 
to WHO.

Furthermore, a recent 
WHO report notes that cervi-
cal cancer, which is virtually 
100 percent preventable, kills 
one Nigerian woman every 
hour. Breast cancer now kills 
40 Nigerians daily, up from 30 
daily in 2008. Prostate cancer 
kills 26 Nigerian men daily, up 
from 14 daily in 2008. These 
three common cancers alone 
kill 90 Nigerians daily.

According to Ajekigbe, 
even though the cancer aware-
ness in the country is growing 
basically due to cooperation 
of the media, the survival rate 
is still low because patients 
present late.

“If you see patients present-
ing for the first time in Nige-
ria, if you take their pictures 
abroad and show to doctors 
there, they will look at it as if 
you are a magician or mad or 
both. Then, they would ask 
you, what would you do? They 
have never seen anything like 
that before because patients 
there present their cancer 
very early. But here, our can-
cers can be presented in their 
late stages. 75 to 80 percent of 

FG assures Aero staff of job 
security, airlines’ restructuring

cancer treatment. It will also 
assist in training manpower 
– radiotherapists, therapy 
radiographers, medical physi-
cists, biomedical engineers 
and oncology nurses,” said 
Ajekigbe.

“Then, there will be more 
centres in virtually every state 
in the country and it would 
not just be one machine to a 
teaching hospital, it will be 
two or three at a centre. Most 
of these machines break down 
quite often and when they 
break down, we stay for up 
to six months at times before 
they are repaired. With that 
wasted time, patients will be 
suffering and even dropping 
dead. Once cancer manifests, 
all hands must be on deck to 
see the patient survives. These 
limitations make survival al-
most impossible,” he said.

Globally, the disease bur-
den of cancer doubled be-
tween 1975 and 2000, and 
in 2010, cancer became the 
number one killer disease of 
mankind. It is set to double 
again by 2020 and nearly 
triple by 2030, according to 
reports. By 2030, it is projected 
that one in every two persons 
will be diagnosed of cancer in 
their lifetime.

‘Nigeria losing the big war ...
Continued from  page  1

T
he federal govern-
ment has assured 
the workers  of 
Aero Contractors 
that none of them 

would lose their jobs just as 
he promised to restructure 
the airlines.

The Minister of State 
for Aviation, Hadi Sirika, 
made this known when he 
addressed workers of the 
airline who occupied its 
headquarters at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, Lagos during the 
weekend.

Sirika told the workers 
that the federal government 
would make sure that the 
problems plaguing the airline 
was solved, noting that it 
is the responsibility of gov-
ernment to create jobs and 
therefore would not allow 
any business concern to die 
under its watch.

The minister who identi-

APC government is to help 
to promote, nurse, sustain, 
develop, keep businesses 
so that they can contin-
ue to provide services and 

fied some of the challenges 
facing the airline said he 
would meet with Asset Man-
agement Corporation of Nige-
ria (AMCON) and the man-

agement of Aero Contractors 
and he would get back to the 
workers on Monday.

“The primary purpose of 
government, especially this 

employ our people, so it is 
not the government of APC 
that will kill jobs and close 
down shops; our intent is to 
promote jobs and promote 
businesses in Nigeria so that 
businesses will be growing,” 
the minister said.

Sirika said the workers 
had the right to protest be-
cause they could not just be 
relieved of their jobs, so he 
assured them that govern-
ment must resolve the issues 
concerning the airline to have 
it back on track.

“I think the protest is jus-
tifiable and I agree with the 
issues raised, but we will look 
into it and come up with a 
solution that will be mutually 
beneficial to all of us both 
the staff, the company and 
government itself.

“I have appealed to the 
staff and they have agreed 
that we will reconvene here 
on Monday and listen to each 
other and also develop a road 
map and agree on what to do 

to rejuvenate the airline, be-
ing a premier company in this 
country,” the minister said.

He also observed that al-
though AMCON which took 
over the airline because of the 
toxic loans it owed banks, but 
noted that the decision of the 
government agency was not 
out of place as its mission was 
to sustain the airline, adding 
that now that it is under 
threat, government would 
ensure that the airline was re-
vived to continue to serve the 
public and keep its workers.

“I think what is going on 
now started sometime ago. 
The reason why AMCON 
came to rescue Aero Contrac-
tors or any other business 
was due to the wisdom of the 
government of the past and 
we respect that wisdom and 
because AMCON is consti-
tutionally established by the 
Act of Parliament to take this 
responsibility, but in doing 
this job we must look at the 
fundamentals,” Sirika said.

the cases are in stages three 
and four when the patients 
are almost passing on,” he said.

“Our patients present late. 
Number one, they believe it is 
somebody who has caused it. I 

don’t know, maybe witchcraft 
or the wicked woman. So, the 
doctor is not the first port of 
call, it’s the witch doctor or 
even the church or Imam, but 
unfortunately, the church is 

IFEOMA OKEKE
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Fireworks over Etche roads: Wike, 
Semenitari in ‘don’t dirty me’ game

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike (Governor of 
Rivers State) and 
Ibim Semenitari 
(Ag managing di-

rector of Niger Delta Develop-
ment Commission (NDDC), 
have skillfully avoided di-
rect confrontation since both 
of them became the biggest 
personalities in the Garden 
City. Rivers State Government 
(RSG) with an annual budget 
of between N300billion and 
N400billion officially is the 
largest economy after Lagos 
while the NDDC with an an-
nual budget of over N300Bn 
(before now) is the largest in-
tervention agency in Nigeria.

Both Semenitari and Wike 
were close aides of former 
governor, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi until 2012 when 
Wike broke away from the 
camp to double back in a fierce 
political fight in the Jonathan/
Wike vs Amaechi war that 
saw Amaechi losing Rivers 
and Jonathan losing Aso Rock. 
Semenitari was Amaechi’s 
trusted information commis-
sioner heading the media war 
chest while Wike was the chief 
of staff and war leader in the 
K-leg saga that ended in the 
Supreme Court with a stun-
ning verdict in their favour. It is 
said that Wike and Semenitari 
were so close to Amaechi in 
the Government House and 
so knew each other too well. 
On the spur of common sense, 

they seem to have successfully 
avoided a course of direct colli-
sion as the lords of the Garden 
City, presiding over the two 
strongest points that attract 
loyalty and followership; one 
for the PDP, the other for the 
APC.

The two personalities 
seem to be so powerful and so 
critically important that few 
months ago when Semenitari 
as NDDC boss accompanied 
the Senate Committee on Ni-
ger Delta to Wike’s office in 
Government House, the PDP 
immediately went into wild 
speculation that the NDDC boss 
had joined their camp. Ibim 
simply smiled it away.

Now, as Semenitari pre-
pares to exit the 7th floor of 
the Dappa Biriye House (NDDC 

MD’s floor), a mere road project 
seems set to disrupt the careful 
avoidance strategies of both. 
Semenitari followed the APC 
campaign (elections never end 
in Rivers) to Etche last weekend 
and Wike rushed there too less 
than one week later on ‘project 
inspection’. The NDDC boss 
had said she was doing roads 
in Etche on the request of Og-
bonna Nwuche (contesting for 
APC). Wike rushed down to say 
he was the one doing the roads 
and that APC was attempting 
to steal them. Issues of NDDC 
roads being tampered with 
(claimed) by the state had been 
hushed in the past. 

 Wike
Wike had charged the 

people of Etche Local Govern-
ment Area not to be moved by 

what he called the attempted 
daylight robbery of an ongoing 
construction of the Igwuruta-
Chokocho-Okehi Road by the 
APC and the NDDC.

A statement by Wike’s me-
dia aide (Simeon Nwakauda) 
said: “This road has nothing to 
do with the NDDC. I am happy 
that you did not believe their 
lies when they came for cam-
paign. The Rivers State Govern-
ment flagged off the construc-
tion of this road, awarded it 
to a reputable construction 
company; today, it is almost 
finished.

“This road will be com-
missioned this month. We 
remain committed to the de-
velopment of Etche. We have 
concluded the process for the 
commencement of Igbo-Etche 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Nyesom Wike

Rivers governor on the firing line

G
overnor Nyes om 
Wike has made his 
threat at swearing-
in moments to sack 

any aide who failed to meet 
his pace of governance. Apart 
from individual instances of 
removal and recall, the gover-
nor has carried out what looks 
like wholesale sack of aides.

 Less than two weeks af-
ter threatening to sack his 
education commissioner, the 
governor has suspended four 
commissioners, the head of 
service, and a special adviser 
for three months.

In a terse statement by the 
governor’s special assistant 
on electronic media, Simeon 
Nwakauda, the governor 
named the affected ministries 
as chieftaincy affairs, culture/
tourism, finance, and sports.  

Members of the public 
have been asking questions to 
know what the commission-

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Road. Again, don’t be deceived 
by the fake promise of the APC 
on that road.”

 Semenitari
The Ag MD of the NDDC, 

Ibim Semenitari, quickly de-
bunked claims made by Wike, 
that the Commission was not 
involved in the recovery of di-
lapidated road infrastructure in 
Etche Local Government Area 
of the state. Semenitari stressed 
that not only was Wike playing 
to the gallery, but was hiding 
the fact of his failure to tackle 
the bigger challenge of insecu-
rity plaguing Rivers State.

Semenitari, who was react-
ing to Wike’s claims  said the 
governor should emulate the 
Cross River State Governor 
who commended NDDC for its 
intervention on the Calabar-Itu 
Road.

 “As an interventionist 
agency, NDDC stepped in to 
recover the roads between 
Igwuruta and Umuechem, as 
well as internal roads in that 
community, and the Oil Mill-
Igbo-Etche road, which is a 
critical connection between 
the bigger Port Harcourt mar-
ket and the produce spots in 
Etche. NDDC, working under 
the directives of President 
Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, 
stepped in to arrest the dete-
rioration in road infrastructure 
in Etche as to eventually boost 
economic activity in the area 
and give its inhabitants a lease 
of life. Checks can be made on 
those roads as to the veracity 
of NDDC’s scope and quality 

of intervention.” 
Semenitari further stated 

that NDDC would drive those 
projects to completion despite 
Wike’s attempts to possibly 
stall them.

“The facts which Wike 
sought to turn head-down, 
are clear. NDDC is working 
on the Igwuruta-Umuechem, 
Umuechem internal roads, and 
the Oil Mill-Igbo-Etche road. 
Wike is not happy that the FG 
through the Commission is 
giving Etche people such criti-
cal intervention, and so, would 
prefer where the roads’ users 
continued in their suffering.”

Semenitari added: “We are 
miffed that Wike chooses to 
engage in speech-making as 
though there was a speech con-
test. Wike is not bothered that 
under his watch in little over a 
year, Rivers State has become a 
killing field. Wike is not both-
ered that there is capital flight 
and mass movement of people 
and that corporate entities are 
deserting Rivers State.

 Conclusion:
BDSUNDAY gathered that 

both the Rivers State Govern-
ment and the NDDC are doing 
roads in Etche, and they may 
be misunderstanding the par-
ticular roads in question. Many 
have wondered whether the 
Igwuruta-Chokocho-Okehi 
Road being done by Wike was 
the same as the Igwuruta-
Umuechem Road of the Um-
uechem internal roads being 
done by the NDDC were the 
same. 

ers did wrong because it is not 
common for principal officers 
of the state to be sacked every 
now and then.

Instead of getting any 
hints, Wike came up with 
the dissolution of the Care-
taker Committees of 17 Local 
Government Areas of the 
state. A statement by the 
same Special Assistant to 
the Rivers State Governor 
on Electronic Media noted 
that the dissolution of the 
Caretaker Committees took 
immediate effect. 

The following local coun-
cils were named: Abua/Odual, 
Akuku Toru; Ahoada East; An-
doni, Bonny, Eleme, Emohua, 
Etche, Ikwerre, Obio/Akpor, 
Ogu/Bolo, Okrika, and Ogba/
Egbema /Ndoni. Others were 
named as Omuma, Oyigbo, 
Port Harcourt City, and Tai.

The statement informed 
that all the Caretaker Com-
mittee chairmen were to hand 
over to the most senior officials 

in their respective councils
The last hammer nearly 

fell on the commissioner 
for education, a professor, 
Kaniye Ebeku. Government 
said in a statement on Thurs-
day, 18 August 2016, that the 
governor was dissatisfied 
with the pace of work at the 
Government Girls Second-
ary School, Rumuokwuta in 
Obio/Akpor Local Govern-
ment Area of the state capital 
and that in fact, the governor 
had issued a threat to sanc-
tion Ebeku. 

Wike is on record to brook 
no nonsense. He did not waste 
time to discard his first special 
adviser on media who quickly 
resigned before the hammer 
would descend. Next was the 
commissioner of finance who 
was suspended on a Friday 
but was pardoned on Monday.

The trend may have made 
it clear how Governor Wike 
wants to run his administra-
tion.

…Yanks off 4 commissioners from cabinet, head of service, SA, and 17 LG bosses
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Nnewi community adopts Omega Aromatic 
Schnapps as official drink for events, ceremonies

O
m e g a  A r o m a t i c 
Schnapps, a premium 
brand from Eastern 
Distilleries and Food 

Industries Limited, a foremost 
manufacture of alcoholic and 
nonalcoholic beverages, has 
maintained its leadership po-
sition in the spirit segment of 
the alcoholic beverage sec-
tor in Nigeria, as it has once 
again been selected as the 
preferred schnapps at all events 
in Nnewi, Anambra State.

His Royal Highness, Igwe 
Kenneth Orizu III, the tradition-
al ruler of Nnewi, announced 
the decision at the opening 
ceremony of the 2016 Afia-Olu 
(new yam) festival, which held 
at the Boys High School, Nnewi.

Igwe Orizu, who is the 
grand patron of Anambra Tra-
ditional Rulers Council, attrib-
uted the choice of Omega to its 
world class features, and espe-
cially the non-refillable closure 
technology that guarantees the 
liquid content of the product.

Impressed with the packag-
ing of the product, Igwe noted 
that the product is highly rec-
ommended at all ceremonies 
and festivities and commended 
the management of Eastern 
Distilleries for sustaining the 
quality of the product.

Innocent Nwaogwugwu, 
brand ambassador, Omega Aro-
matic Schnapps, in his presen-
tation at the event, expressed 
gratitude to the Igwe and the 

entire Nnewi community for 
selecting Omega as its pre-
ferred schnapps.

“I am happy that the Igwe 
and all the Obis’ in the com-
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Igwe Kenneth Orizu, Igwe Nnewi

SEYI ANJORIN, Abuja

Family of slain civil servant insists 
EFCC killed him in custody

T
he family of Des-
mond Nunugwo, 
chief protocol of-
ficer of the Min-
ister of State for 

Defence, has insisted that 
the death of the civil servant 
resulted from torture which 
he was subjected to, by the 
operatives of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC).

The family, while reacting 
to the response it got from the 
office of the Attorney General 
of the Federation (AGF) and 
Minister of Justice, informed 
that the EFCC had not been 
carrying the family members 
along, during the course of its 
investigation into the cause of 
Nunugwo’s death.

In the letter signed by the 
Director of Public Prosecu-
tion (DPP), Mohammed Umar, 
marked DPPA/REQ/245/16, 
and titled “Re: Demand for 
justice over the death of Des-
mond Nunugwo by opera-
tives of the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission”, 

the DPP had urged the family 
to cooperate with authorities 
of the National Hospital to 
enable them carry out a post 
mortem examination on the 
deceased.

The DPP had in the let-
ter addressed to Paul Edeh 
of Raw Gold Partners, legal 
c ouns el to the de c eas e d 
family, said that pursuant to 
the proposed post mortem, a 
meeting was held on August 
29, 2016 where “all parties 
were pres ent exc ept for 
the family of the deceased, 
which necessitated the post-
ponement of the meeting to 
September 5, 2016”.

However, 83 days since 
after the deceased was con-
firmed dead, Paul Edeh, legal 
representative of the family 
insisted that the family was 
never at any time invited for 
such meeting.

“We were informed in the 
letter about a meeting that 
was held at the National Hos-
pital by stakeholders in the 
matter, we were not told who 
the stakeholders are without 
the family, and we have been 
told that a further meeting 

has been called on September 
5, 2016, it will interest you 
to know that sometime last 
week, the EFCC called the 
former lawyer of the family 
and informed him that they 
were calling a meeting of the 
stakeholders at the National 
Hospital.

“We will wait for a formal 
letter from the police and the 
DSS so that we have a sense of 
direction, if all preliminaries 
has been sorted out, and au-
topsy is carried out, the family 

is ready anytime any day, but 
for the meeting called on the 
fifth, we want to be sure of 
who is calling that meeting, is 
it the office of the AGF, Police 
or DSS, when we are sure that 
the right authority that we 
have confidence in has been 
mandated by the AGF, then 
we will forge ahead with the 
entire process.

“The family is ready to 
cooperate throughout the 
investigation, because all they 
are out for is for justice to take 

its course, because for him to 
have died six hours after he 
was arrested, while he was 
hale and hearty, that means 
he was tortured to death and 
the circumstances surround-
ing his arrest wherein he was 
picked up from his former 
lawyer’s office, manhandled 
by the operatives of EFCC, it 
is one that we believe that a 
holistic investigation should 
be done”, Edeh said.

Similarly, Susanne, wife of 
the deceased maintained her 

husband’s innocence to the al-
legations levelled against him, 
stating that the EFCC killed 
her husband.

“I am shocked at what we 
have been told by the AGF 
because the family was not 
invited for any meeting as 
stated on August 29, there was 
no phone call or any letter to 
that effect, from the manner 
everything is going, it is obvi-
ous that they are trying to 
conceal the truth about what 
happened, if not, I do not see 
why it is so difficult for the 
EFCC or police to come out 
and address the family mem-
bers and call the lawyer from 
whose office my husband was 
picked up from,” she said.

The deceased was said 
to have died in the custody 
of the EFCC on June 9, 2016, 
having being arrested at the 
office of his former lawyer, 
sequel to a petition written 
by one Uloma, his business 
associate with whom he did a 
N91million transaction with, 
even though it was discovered 
that the deceased did not 
receive any money from the 
transaction.

GODFREY OFURUM, Nnewi

Free press leads to effective 
economic policies’

A 
free and indepen-
dent press has the 
capacity of provid-
ing information and 

monitoring to the economic 
policy development process 
leading to more effective eco-
nomic policies.

Charles Nzechi, a philan-
thropist and chief executive 
officer of Multiple Travel Lim-
ited, made the observation in 
Umuahia during the monthly 
Congress of the Nigeria Union 
of Journalists (NUJ), Abia 
State Council.

Nzechi observed that this 
could also reduce political risk 
and increase good governance 
which is one of the important 
conditions for robust eco-
nomic development.

While delivering a lec-
ture entitled “Enabling so-
cial, economic and political 
development: The role of 
journalists and journalism’, 
Nzechi said that in order for 
development to be just and 
sustainable, citizens must 
pro ductively participate 
in the decisions that shape 
their lives.

“Participation requires an 
informed citizenry. A free and 
independent media supply 
timely and relevant informa-
tion to citizens, allowing them 
to change their own behav-
iour and to demand higher 
social standards for society,” 
he said, noting that the media 
improve governance by moni-
toring the actions of those in 
power and alerting the public 
to corruption or abuse of trust.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

m u n i t y 
have adopted it. It is not only 
the schnapps of Nnewi, but 
the Schnapps of Ndi-Igbo and 
of course the schnapps of all 
Nigerians, who have a taste 
for quality product. He stated 
that Omega schnapps is well 
refined, which makes it the first 
choice of schnapps enthusiasts.

According to him, Nnewi 
people did not make a mistake 
in their choice as our ancestors 
are spirits and only a good spirit 
can awaken their souls and 
the only good spirit that can 
awaken our ancestors is Omega 
Schnapps.

Afia-Olu, which attracts 
indigenes of the community, 
those in the Diaspora and for-
eigners, is a traditional festival, 
held annually in Nnewi around 
August. It commences on “Eke” 
day with what is traditionally 
described as “Iwaji” (scaling of 
yam) and Ikpa Nku (wood 
gathering), that heralds the 
availability of new yam as well 
as thanksgiving to God.

 The festival includes a vari-
ety of entertainments, includ-
ing performance of ceremonial 
rites by the Igwe, cultural dance 
and masquerades.

Yam is the main agricul-
tural crop of Ndi-Igbo in the 
South-East region of Nigeria 
and also the staple food of her 
people. 

…As it marks 2016 Afia-Olu festival



News 
Kogi  ANA solicits govt 
collaboration in developing 
students’ reading culture
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T
he Association of 
Nigerian Authors 
(ANA) Kogi State 
chapter has called 
on the state Gover-

nor, Yahaya Bello, to collabo-
rate with her to ignite writing 
and reading culture in all the 
schools in the state.

The ANA state chairman, 
Lola Balanugu, made the call 
shortly after the 2016 finals 
of ANA/YUSUF ALI reading 
and writing competition for

secondary and tertiary 
institutions held at Nigerian 
Union of Journalists (NUJ) 
Secretariat, Lokoja, recently.

She said: “They should 
read and make the best use 
of their time. We are calling 
on the state government, 
particularly Yahaya Bello to 
come and collaborate with us; 
we have a lot to do. We have 
a lot to write more on Kogi 
State. We want to improve 

Kogi , we want to better Kogi. 
And we can only achieve that 
through writing because to 
change the people, you must 
change their mindset.  You 
must change their attitude 

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

L-R: Oluseyi Kutemi, member, board of trustees, Maryland Club; Bayo Ogunbiyi, member, and Abimbola Odeyemi, secretary of the Club,  at the Club’s Annual 
General Meeting at Keblat Suites, Abeokuta, recently.

FCMB opens Asokoro branch, reiterates 
commitment to excellent services

O
ne of Nigeria’s lead-
ing lenders, First 
C i t y  M o n u m e n t 
Bank (FCMB) Lim-

ited will tomorrow Monday, 
September 5, 2016 officially 
open a new branch in the 

to more customers across 
Nigeria.

“The new Asokoro branch 
is a strategic addition to our 
branch network. Though most 
of our customers prefer to 
carry out transactions from 
wherever they are, using our 

alternate channels such as FC-
MBMobile, FCMBOnline, USSD 
Quick Recharge and ATMs 
spread widely across Nigeria; 
some customers still prefer hu-
man interaction when bank-
ing. Thus, for such customers 
within and around Asokoro, 

Asokoro area of Abuja.
Located at 75, Yakubu Go-

won Way Asokoro, Abuja, 
the new branch is in line 
with FCMB’s strategic expan-
sion approach which aims to 
extend the bank’s reach and 
make its operations accessible 

they now have the opportu-
nity to enjoy FCMB’s wide 
range of financial products and 
services,” said Oluwakayode 
Adigun, vice president, branch 
management and trade ser-
vices at FCMB.

He re-iterated in a state-
ment the bank’s commitment 
to strategically grow its net-
work to deliver exceptional 
banking services to more 
Nigerians.

He further affirmed that, 
similar to what obtains at all 
FCMB branches across Nigeria, 
customers visiting the Asokoro 
branch can expect excellent 
customer experience from the 
bank’s team of service profes-
sionals, who are on ground 
to provide not just the usual 
traditional banking support, 
but also assist customers with 
mobile and internet banking 
registration. The branch also 
offers numerous self-service 
options such as cash depositing 
and withdrawal ATMs, as well 
as self-service terminals for 
routine requests and transfers.

On his part, Olu Akanmu, 
divisional head, retail bank-
ing at FCMB emphasised the 
Bank’s approach of deploying 
smart branching and technol-
ogy in order to attain its retail 
banking growth and profit-
ability goals.

He said, “FCMB’s robust 

suite of financial solutions and 
an award-winning service 
culture are capabilities that 
allow us to do more for our 
customers. We continue to 
invest heavily in technology 
that empowers our customers 
to bank on their own terms 
through alternate channels 
and allows them to carry out 
transactions wherever they 
are. We are keen for residents 
of Asokoro and its environs 
to enjoy the benefits of these 
capabilities and look forward 
to helping them achieve their 
aspirations. This is consistent 
with the manner we have 
supported other customers for 
more than 30 years as a key 
player in Nigeria’s financial 
landscape.”

First City Monument Bank 
(FCMB) Limited is a member 
of FCMB Group Plc, which is 
one of the leading financial 
services institutions in Nige-
ria, with subsidiaries that are 
market leaders in their re-
spective segments. Following 
a successful transformation 
into a retail and commercial 
banking-led group, FCMB 
expects to continue to dis-
tinguish itself by delivering 
exceptional services, while 
enhancing the growth and 
achievement of the personal 
and business aspirations of its 
customers.

IHEANYI NWACHUKWU

and that is what we are saying 
here and also part of why we 
are here.”

Balanugu, also expressed 
happiness over the impact 
the competition has made, 

described it as beautiful and 
great.

Daniel Akowe from Kogi 
State Polytechnic, a science 
student, said he felt so excited 
and happy, adding that the 
competition gave him a plat-
form to showcase his talent. 

Akowe said: “There is a gift 
in book writing and l see it as 
an opportunity for me to apply 
and participate; really it has 
been awesome.” 

He advised his institution, 
Kogi State Polytechnic, and all 
the Science students in Nigeria 
to focus on writing and read-
ing because there is power in 
education.

Kebinta Ibrahim of the De-
partment of General Studies, 
Kogi State College of Educa-
tion, Technical, said she felt 
honoured and delighted for 
the privilege given to her to 
express herself in writing, 
advising other students that 
did not make it to keep reading 
and writing and not to relent 
in their efforts.

Abia Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
honours philanthropist

A
bia State chapter of 
the apex Igbo socio-
cultural organisa-
t i o n ,  O h a n a e z e 

Ndigbo has honoured Charles 
Nzechi as its grand patron.

Gari Igariwo, the presi-
dent-general of the organisa-
tion while honouring the 
Abia son, a philanthropist and 
a travel agency guru said the 
honouree had helped Abia to 
be in peace.

I g a r i w o ,  w h o  s p o ke 
through his Vice President 
in Chikwe Ndumele, said 
they also wanted their efforts 
to be seen as peace makers, 
adding that “We want peace 
in Abia and not trouble. Abia 
State will still maintain the 
lead in the league of states in 
this country. We hope all the 
troubles in the state will come 
to an end”.

Speaking after confer-
ring the Award of excellence 
on Nzechi as the “Nwanneji-
agamba” (Good Ambassa-
dor of his people), the State 
President of Ohanaeze, Em-

manuel Akparanta said the 
organisation had the prob-
lem of representation, hence 
the acceptance of Nzechi as 
their Grand Patron for being 
himself and being humble, 
especially by exposing his 
community by deciding to 
building a befitting edifice 
there.

He said that Ohanaeze had 
seen what they wanted in the 
man, pointing out that in the 
state, equity was vital for the 
survival of the state and for 
justice to reign”

In her speech, the state 
woman leader of Ohanaeze, 
Ada O cho thanke d Nze-
chi for his numerous em-
powerment programmes to 
Abia youths, which she said 
would reduce restiveness as 
well as houses he built for 
the homeless in the society, 
stating that he had more to 
do for Ndigbo.

Responding, Nzechi said 
he saw himself as an Igbo-
man who had been blessed, 
but not rich and dedicated 
the Award to his late mother, 
Onyejiuwaoma.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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Anti graft war: Lawyers trade verbal tackles 
over establishment of special courts

T
he ongoing campaign 
by the Muhammadu 
Buhari administration 
to rid the country of 

all forms of corruption, by way 
of a proposed bill intended to 
see to the setting up of spe-
cial courts to try, kidnapping, 
money laundering and other 
corruption-related matters, 
has seen greeted with varie-
gated arguments from legal 
practitioners.

While some think this will 
actually aid the efficient and 
quick dispensation of mat-
ters, some actually believe, 
setting up special courts for 
specific matters would not 
only amount to usurping the 
powers of the Federal High 
Courts, but would also not 
amount to solving the daunt-
ing problems facing the judi-
cial arm of government, which 
include inadequate funding 
and training.

The new bill which is yet 
to be sent to the National As-
sembly for passage, currently 
before the Attorney General 
of the Federation (AGF) and 
Minister of Justice, Abubakar 
Malami, was proposed by the 
Presidential Advisory Com-
mittee on Anti Corruption 
led by Itse Sagay, with a bid 
to have a special team of pros-
ecutors, judges and courts to 
entertain corruption-related 
matters.

Ifedayo Adedipe, a SAN, 

who exclusively spoke with 
BDSUNDAY, pointed out 
that setting up “mushroom” 
courts would only amount to 
adding more problems to the 
ones presently being faced by 
courts, of competent jurisdic-
tion.

According to him, the fight 
against corruption goes be-
yond setting a special team 
to handle related cases, more 
so when the issue of training 
and funding has not been 
tackled overtime, which 
has led to a lot of unbridled 
and unnecessary accusa-

tions of compromise, targeted 
at members of the bar and 
bench in general.

“The high court is a supe-
rior court of record that should 
have various divisions under 
it. What the new courts that 
are being proposed for will 
do is just to prosecute crimi-
nal cases, you can have that 
under a division of the high 
court; all you have to do is to 
fund the court, have quality 
jurists to handle those issues 
and get trainings for the men 
and women who will dispense 
this justice.

 VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

Expert urges FG to create robust system 
to enhance graduate employability

T
he Managing Di-
rector of Trace-
mark Global Ser-
vices Limited, con-
sultant to Federal 

Ministry of Finance, Brayan 
Nwadike, has called on the 
Federal Government to cre-
ate a more robust system for 
graduates to make them em-
ployable after their National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
programme.

Nwadike made the call 
at a three-day Graduate In-
ternship Scheme (GIS) tagged 
‘Orientation/employability 
skills training for interns 
and firm representatives’ 
held at Halims Hotels Lokoja 
Friday.

He said: “Federal Govern-

ment should continue spon-
soring this programme; they 
should increase the reach 
out so that more people can 
enroll. Hence, creating a more 
robust system whereby once 
they come out from service 
we train them to become 
employable,” adding, “We 
know that over the years 
government has had one sin-
gular problem and that is that 
our graduates seemed not to 
be employable and there is 
massive unemployment in 
Nigeria.”

According to him, the es-
sence of training the unem-
ployed graduates is to make 
them employable and give 
them experience they lack.

Nwadike emphasised that 
after being engaged in the 
GIS programme, the trainees 
acquire experiences and skills 

will make them become en-
trepreneurs and also employ-
ers of labour,” he further said.

The Consultant MD also 
disclosed that the categories 

involved are basically gradu-
ates between the age bracket 
of 20 and 40years.

He also stated that they 
do not just help the economy; 
they make entrepreneurs, cre-
ating small scale enterprises 
through the training of the 
youth.

Susan Gasau from Gradu-
ate Internship Scheme, Project 
Implementation Unit, Federal 
Ministry of Finance, said the 
programme had been able to 
help graduates that are unem-
ployed in the country.

Amudu Musa, a Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) holder in 
Business Administration, who 
finished in 2008 and served 
in 2010, said as a participant 
he had

learnt a lot from the pro-
gramme, adding that it had 
been an eye-opener.

SEYI ANJORIN,  Abuja

that will make the firms retain 
them or eligible to apply to 
other firms, adding that they 
equally can save some money 
from the stipend paid to them 

by the Federal Ministry of 
Finance.

“So with that money, they 
can form a contributing group 
and start up something that 

“We are already having 
problems, federal high court 
now dabbles into political mat-
ters, making various orders, 
and that was not the reason 
why that court was set up 
in the first instance, the fed-
eral high court was originally 
conceived as a revenue court 
and later becoming a federal 
high court, in line with federal 
structure to look into matters 
involving the federal govern-
ment. Creating mushroom 
courts in my opinion will not 
solve our problems,” he said.

Even though, the office of 

the AGF, through the office 
Director Public Prosecution 
(DPP) has raised a set of special 
prosecutors to handle some 
prominent matters, Ogundipe 
has further called for more 
training programmes for in-
vestigators and prosecutors, 
in order to create the needed 
synergy for various matters 
to get tackled with the needed 
vigor.

“You need to train people to 
be good prosecutors, we need 
to train people to investigate 
and prosecute properly, things 
should work in synergy so that 
we can get results. Before a 
person is charged in England 
for instance, for an offence, all 
the investigations would have 
been done, but sometimes 
when you approach a general 
practitioner to go and draw 
up charges, sometimes, it is 
noticed that they eventually 
get thrown out on preliminary 
objections because they will 
not meet basic requirements 
for drafting charges, and when 
this happens, they will abuse 
judges and lawyers that they 
have been compromised. The 
truth of the matter is that the 
ignorance of the investigators 
and the abysmal knowledge of 
the prosecutors are not taken 
into account before these criti-
cisms are leveled,” he posited.

On the other hand, Le-
kan Alabi, a legal practitioner 
based in Lagos opined that 
going by the advisory power 
given by the Itse Sagay-led 

committee, “I suspect that 
exercise of such powers was 
based on embarrassing situ-
ation, whereby corruption 
and economic crime-related 
cases never end in our courts. 
This is possible because the 
suspects and their lawyers 
exploit inadequacies in our law 
by filling frivolous applications 
challenging the jurisdiction 
of courts, in order to delay 
proceedings and wear out the 
prosecution.

 “From my experience, a 
judge in Lagos State judiciary 
may have over 500 cases on 
her case list; obviously, it will 
take longer time to get the 
cases disposed of because 
courts are already congested 
with regular cases.”

“To make a success out of 
the bill, I humbly suggest that 
the state must urgently equip 
our security operatives with 
deep knowledge and modern 
equipment. Investigations 
determine how far the cases 
will go in courts, at this stage 
of our country, we must make 
use of forensic investigations 
in securing prosecutions,” he 
added.

Similarly, an Abuja-based 
legal practitioner, Myson Nejo, 
also opined that the setting 
up of special courts would 
definitely lead to speedy pros-
ecution of corruption-related 
matters, as this will lead to 
quick attention to some of the 
matters from the courts which 
have overtime been delayed.

Muhammadu Buhari
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FG seeks expansion of bilateral ties between 
Nigeria, Sudan beyond economic cooperation

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has emphasized 
the need for the ex-
pansion of existing 

bilateral relationship between 
Nigeria and Sudan beyond 
economic cooperation of buy-
ing and selling of commodities 
and machinery.

Lai Mohammed, minister 
of Information and Culture 
who stated this in Abuja dur-
ing an interactive session 
with the Sudanese Ambas-
sador to Nigeria, Ibrahim 
Bushra, harped on the need 
to explore vast opportunities 
through creative and cultural 
exchanges for citizens’ em-
powerment and economic 
recovery, particularly among 
countries affected by the 
crash in the price of crude oil.

Mohammed said: “I think 
it’s about time we changed 
the concept of economic co-
operation and stop restrict-
ing economic cooperation to 
just buying of oil and selling 
of machinery. We should 
look today at a broader in-
terpretation and meaning 
of economic cooperation 
and I am talking about the 
cultural and creative indus-
try. This is one area where 
Sudan and Nigeria can re-
ally improve their relations 
and at the same time make 
up for what is being seen as 

lack of economic coopera-
tion,” he said.

“Let’s take the opportunity 
to look at two areas where 
the two countries can work 
together. One is the area of 
creative and cultural industry; 
another is the area of digital 
economy. Today any country 
that does not see and recog-
nise digital economy is like 
a man winking in the dark. 
Today if you have an identity 

and a name and you have no 
digital identity it’s as if you do 
not exist. So we want to see 
how the two countries can co-
operate in both the cultural/
creative industry and also the 
digital economy,” he said.

He described the cultural/
creative industry as the econ-
omy of the future because of 
its huge potential in wealth 
creation and generation of 
employment, especially for 

SEYI JOHN SALAU

Experts advocate bottom-up approach to 
solving environmental challenges in Lagos

T
he bottom-up ap-
proach has been 
advocated by en-
vironmentalists 
as the best option 

to tackling the perennial 
environmental challenges 
posed by flooding in a coast-
al mega city like Lagos.

T h e  c o n s e n s u s  w a s 
reached at the Coastal Cit-
ies at Risk (CCaR), city re-
silience workshop held in 
Ikeja, Lagos, to help build 
response capacity to the 
shock and stress of flooding 
at the grassroots with the 
theme Local Governments 
and Communities working 
for a Climate Resilient Lagos.

Resilienc e,  ac c ording 
to Wahab Bolanle of the 
department of Geography 
University of Ibadan, in a pa-
per presentation, is the abil-
ity of an individual or state 
to withstand and recover 

quickly from any plausible 
shock and stress.

“When a city responds to 
shock or stress without ac-
tually being weighed down 
with its impact, it is said to 
have built resilience against 
the shock and stress as a 
result of climate change,” he 
said.

“The African knowledge 
system must be integrated 
into the mo dule system 
of education to safeguard 
the environment,” Wahab 
opined. According to him, a 
traditional African man ab-
hors dirt in his surroundings 
and wonders why such prac-
tice cannot be reintegrated 
into the nation’s educational 
system.

The c onvener  of  the 
workshop and lead research 
partner of CC aR, Ibidun 
Adelekan of the department 
of Geography, University 
of Ibadan, said identifying 
the agents, institutions and 
systems for key sectors in 

Society was invited because 
of its track records of swift 
response to disaster in the 
past.

The Red Cross according 
to Olakunle is out to render 
selfless service to disaster 
victims, as such, government 
officials should “see us and 
other NGOs as partners in 

progress and not competitors 
in disaster management in 
order to achieve the overall 
goal of bringing relieve to 
the people.”  

It is believed that when 
people are able to build re-
silience against the possible 
effects of environmental 
challenges they will not be 
overwhelmed by climate 
change related risks but, will 
adapt to the vulnerabilities 
and what could possibly be 
the after effect, and would 
rather take advantage of 
the opportunities available 
to adopt to reduce vulner-
ability.

Lagos population is ex-
pected to be about 20 mil-
lion by 2025, and according 
to mayowa Fasona, Senior 
Lecturer, Department of Ge-
ography, University of Lagos, 
population should be viewed 
in a positive light to build the 
needed resilience to climatic 
change exposure and vulner-
abilities.

OYIN AMINU, Abuja

the environment are very 
important in building a cli-
mate resilient Lagos.

Ac c ording to  Ibid un, 
people at the grassroots are 
key to the sustainability of 
structures in any commu-
nity, hence the invitation 
to the Community Develop-
ment Committees (CDCs) and 

Local Government officials 
because of their closeness to 
the people at the local level, 
and because they are more 
familiar with people at the 
grassroots.

Speaking on the role of 
the Red Cross at the work-
shop, Olakunle Lasisi, secre-
tary Lagos branch, said the 

the youth, while foster coop-
eration among the nations of 
the world.

“To me the economy of 
the future is the creative and 
cultural industry which does 
not come with the headache 
of oil. I can say this because 
my country and your country 
have suffered from the same 
problems related to oil produc-
tion. On the contrary, when 
an economy is built on the 
creative and cultural industry, 
it engenders more

understanding, breeds 
cooperation and friendship 
and at the same time brings in 
more money,” he said.

In his remarks, the Suda-
nese Ambassador, Ibrahim 
Bushra, noted that in spite 
of geographical distance,  Ni-
geria and Sudan enjoy a long 
history of kinship and blood 
relationship, with about five 
million Nigerians currently 
residing in Sudan.

“I always cite a very good 
example which is a Sudanese 
Singer, Aisha Musa, in Sudan 
she is known as Aisha elFele-
latiya. She was born from

Nigerian parents in 1917 
and she was one of the most 
famous singers in the music 
history of Sudan. There are 
many Sudanese of Nigerian 
origin. They are ministers, 
governors and businessmen 
and they are contributing 
with their brothers in build-
ing Sudan,” he said.

Lai Mohammed, minister of Information and Culture and  Ibrahim Bushra, 
Sudanese Ambassador to Nigeria

E
nough is Enough Ni-
geria (EiE Nigeria), a 
coalition of individu-
als and organisations 

committed to instituting a 
culture of good governance 
and public  ac c ountabil-
ity in Nigeria through active 
citizenship, has said it had 
concluded arrangements to 
organise a debate for the gu-
bernatorial candidates of the 
parties going in for election 
on September 10, 2016. The 
debate has been slated for 
Sunday, September 4, 2016 
(today).

In a statement signed by 
Adeolu Adekola, programme 
manager of the group, titled, 
‘#EdoDecides and We De-
bate the Issues!’, he said the 
topics to be  debated include 
security, unemployment and 
economy.

‘Yemi Adamolekun, its 
executive director, said: “We 
are committed to building 
the culture of debates as 
part of Nigeria’s electoral 
process and we are really 
excited that Channels Tele-
vision continues to show 
great support.”

According to the release, 
the debate will be aired LIVE 
on Channels Television at 
7pm and can also be watched 

EiE Nigeria holds 
debate for Edo guber 
candidates today

online via www.channelstv.
com. Questions will be taken 
via Channels’ social media 
platforms - Twitter & Face-
book.

“On Sunday, September 
4th, EiE will once again part-
ner with Channels Televi-
sion to host a gubernatorial 
debate in Edo State. Of the 19 
candidates approved by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), the 
following candidates have 
confirmed their participa-
tion: Godwin Obaseki (APC), 
O n a i w u  O s a ro  ( A P G A ) , 
Amos Areloegbe (LP), Osa-
gie Ize-Iyamu (PDP),” the 
group said.

Recalling past exercis-
es, it said: “From the first 
youth-focused Presidential 
Debate in 2011, EiE has led 
the conversation about the 
importance of debates in an 
election process. Over the last 
5 years EiE has hosted or co-
hosted debates in Ekiti (2012), 
Anambra (2013), Osun (2014), 
Rivers (2015), Plateau (2015) 
& Bayelsa (2015). EiE has also 
co-hosted debates for youth 
party leaders in Cross River 
(2015) and at the national 
level. Some of these debates 
were done in partnership 
with Channels Television.”



L
ast week, all of 
$53 billion on two 
legs, the founder 
and chief execu-
tive officer of the 

global brand, Facebook, 
Mark Zuckerberg,

literally strolled into 
Nigeria quietly. There was 
no prior announcement 
but by the nature of what 
has now made him the 
sixth richest person in 
the world, it was bound to 
start trending. And trend-
ing it surely did. The buzz 
over the internet could be 
heard across the country, 
but it was in the Nige-
rians major cities of La-
gos, Abuja, Kano, Kaduna, 
Port Harcourt, Benin City, 
Ibadan and Enugu, where 
the tech types and wont to 
congregate that the noise 
was loudest.

In Lagos where he 
stayed and engaged in a 
number of activities, it was 
the sight of this $53billion 
man on two legs walking 
the streets of Yaba, Lagos 
without any shadow of 
pronounced security es-
corts and a the morning 
after jogging on Lagos’s 
own San Francisco-like 
Lekki bridge, that stole the 
thunder. He traveled to Ke-
nya briefly, but returned 
to Nigeria to continue his 
visit, meeting with gov-
ernment

officials including Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
and Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo.

Officially, the objectives 
of making Nigeria his first 
African visit basically was 
to meet with developers 
and partners and also ex-
plore

how the software cre-
ative entrepreneurs mar-
ket is evolving here. In 
Facebook speak, this is 
what a facebooker will 
describe with these

words: “Yeah, that’s 
cool.” Indeed, it is. It’s a 
recognition by one of the 
world’s most popular man 
that Nigeria matters; it 
matters not

only for the now, but 
for the future. Things are 
indeed happening and 
with Zuckerberg spending 
a lot of time with young 
people, you can bet that 
the heartbeat of Nigeria is 
with the youths of today, 
not with Nigeria’s old gen-
eration who are conflicted 
about how to move the 
country forward.

Zuckerb erg,  whos e 
Facebook platform for 
connectivity is valued at 
$350 billion, truly added 

$53bn Facebook’s Zuckerberg enters Nigeria quietly, 
mixes freely, putting a lie to West’s security warnings

colour on his first visit to 
Nigeria by that singular 
act of his free movements 
within the streets of Lagos 
and savouring African 
delicacies. It was a sig-
nature endorsement of 
the freedom that visitors 
could enjoy in many parts 
of Nigeria.

His whole activities in 
Nigeria is a strong message 
to international investors 
and  tourists that despite 
the often exaggerated 
negative

tags on African coun-
tries, including Nigeria, 
of militancy and disease-
ravaged countries, it is just 
a blanket label. His actions 
and comments, indeed, 
showed Nigeria to be a 
beautiful country with 
good food and hospitable 
people.

The feel-at- home that 
Zuckerberg, who intro-
duced Facebook in 2006 
when he was just 21, en-
joyed in Nigeria reinforces 
the message that the world 
is yet to embrace, which is 
that Nigeria, a very signifi-
cant country to the world, 
has unique cultural archi-
tecture and friendly

and hard working peo-
ple, which Zuckerberg 
really acknowledged.

Sometimes, in order to 
rubbish others and  claim 
perfection, some foreign 
countries wake up to warn 
their citizens against trav-
eling to

some African coun-
tries as if they (the foreign 
countries) are immune 
to those reasons such as 
kidnapping, killings and  
criminal activities

for the warning.
Irked by such recent 

warning by USA to its 

citizens and subsequent 
publication of the reports 
by the local media, min-
ister of

Communication, Lai 
Mohammed expressed dis-
satisfaction to such warn-
ing of its citizens against 
travelling to 20 Nigerian 
states due to risk of kid-
napping, robberies and 
other armed attack.

He said instead, US was 
the subject of terrorism 
attacks, as there is no week 

a killing is not recorded. “Is 
there any week they are

not killing people in the 
US by either shooting in 
schools or driveways, or 
people committing suicide 
or mass bombing? How 
many of

these stories do their 
media celebrate? If they 
want to tell their people 
not to come to Nigeria, it 
is not for us to help them 
propagate

it.”
With his visit to hin-

terlands and other activi-
ties, Zuckerberg proved 
to the world that Nigeria 
is a place to be. “Here in 
Lagos, I just don’t want to 
sit down with people and 
community but sit down 
with developers and en-
trepreneurs. The reason 
for that is there is energy 
here in Nigeria, it is felt 
once one gets off the plane 
and the world needs to see 
that and believe”.

“Here in Lagos, things 
are changing quickly as 
the economy is shifting 
from resource-based to en-
trepreneurial and knowl-
edge-based economy and 
the entrepreneurs and 
developers are the ones 
leading in that change”.

Further answering a 
question on his passion for 
Nigeria where there are 
about 18 million Facebook 
users, Zuckerberg said: 
“What is striking is the en-
trepreneurial energy. Most 
Nigerians I talk to showed 
how zeal and determina-
tion they have. I don’t care 
what field you are in or the 
job you do, what is impor-
tant is not only the vision 
but the drive, passion and 
hard work”.

Zuckerberg who had 
traditional Nigerian food, 
visited Nollywood produc-
tion firms said it is a new 
Nigeria where 18 million 
people use

Facebook. It is a biggest 
country for us in Face-
book. Why I am here not 
necessarily focused on 
entrepreneurs and devel-
opers but this is where 
Africa’s lot of future would 
be built.

Ime Archibong, Face-
book’s Director of Global 
Product Partnerships, who 
was quite delighted engag-
ing his people on entrepre-
neurship ecosystem, said 
at the meeting with the 
entrepreneurs that the 
developers have

high energy and they 
are entrepreneurial. “For 
us it is an opportunity to 
listen and learn”.

Our mission is to con-
nect to the world and get 
people the power to share. 
For the fact that there are 
about 170 million Nigeri-
ans and

only 60 million on the 
internet does not sit well 
with us. That 18 million 
Nigerians on the Facebook 
means that we need to 
serve more

community. We have 
much to do here to ensure 
that more Nigerians are 
connected,” Ime said.

On how Facebook is 
assisting the economy, Ime 
said: “We can build tools 
for SMEs and anyone who 
is an entrepreneur devel-
oper. Our focus is to help 
people build great busi-
nesses, help them grow the 
business and help them 
monetize the businesses 
and that is about the econ-
omy growth”.

Uduak Kpabio, a de-
veloper from Cross River, 
whose idea about connec-
tivity would come to public 
light soon, expressed  his 
happiness that Zuckerberg 
was in Nigeria which he 
described as symbolic that 
Nigerians have a strong 
and resilience spirit. He 
echoed Zuckerberg be-
lief that majority of what 
needs to be done, needs to 
be built. “The important 
thing is that he was in Nige-
ria and saw the energy and 
the talent that would build 
the next generation set of 
future products,” he said.

According to him, the 
visit is a wakeup call to 
Nigerians as they can 
achieve what Zuckerberg 
achieved.

Celestine Omin, a soft-
ware engineer, said the 
meeting with Zuckerberg 
is a big event in Nigeria 
which shows that Nigeria 
has come of age which is 
taking part in the global 
ecosystem of technolo-
gy. The Zuckerberg visit 
means that Nigeria has 
reached that point where 
we cannot be ignored 
again.

DANIEL OBI

Zuckerberg jogging on the Island.

Zuckerberg having a nice time with local dish
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When Ambode took Lagos to world 
stage at Notting Hill Carnival
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L
agos State, last weekend, 
came live at Notting Hill 
Carnival, London. Un-
like the previous years, 
Notting Hill Carnival, 

Europe’s biggest street festivity 
and the world’s second biggest, 
offered the state a rare platform to 
showcase its heart of love, oneness 
and peace it branded ‘One Lagos’.

Friends and lovers of the state 
converged on the Nigerian Cor-
ner, Adelaja Street from across 
the United Kingdom, to celebrate 
Lagos brand during the 50th edi-
tion of the carnival and market 
what the state has been able to 
achieve under the administration 
of Akinwunmi Ambode.

Beyond the glitz that attracted 
huge enthusiasts to Adelaja Street, 
the popular Nigerian Corner at 
Nottinghill Carnival was trans-
formed to Lagos Corner as part 
of the Lagos branding campaign 
tagged LoveLagosWeekend, start-
ing on August 27 and ended on 
August 29.

 At Lagos Corner, a cross section 
of audiences and artistes from Ni-
geria performed to the amazement 
of fun-seekers during the three-
day campaign, which brought 
dynamism to the way Notting 
Hill Carnival had been celebrated 
in the last 50 years. The artistes 
include the Rain Maker, Majek 
Fashek, May7ven, Shikane, Ade 
Swagz and Ceeboy.

The campaign was anchored 
by ace comedian and compere, 
Gbenga Adeyinka, the First. Also 
in attendance were DJ Abass, 
Shope Olajide, Wale Gates and MC 
Momelo. At the VIP section were 
Yeni Kuti, Nikki Laoye, Kemi Oteg-
bade, Kaita Okeowo, Seyi Brown, 
Ayo Shonaiya, Sammy Okposo, 
Drew Uyi, Mofe Duncan and Timi 
Adegbite.

Aside the excitement and glam-
our that erupted at Lagos Corner, 
the message ofLoveLagosWeekend 
was indeed irresistible. The Lagos 

State Government staged for a 
grand purpose, according to Steve 
Ayorinde, Commissioner for Infor-
mation & Strategy. He said it was put 
together to sell Lagos and unite its 
friends and lovers in the Diaspora.

For Ayorinde, the gains of 
LoveLagosWeekend demonstrate 
Lagos potentials in arts, entertain-
ment and tourism. He said it was 
in line with Ambode’s vision to use 
arts, entertainment and tourism 
“to promote social cohesion and 
create employment opportunities. 
The carnival offered rare platform 
to market Lagos globally.”   

Consequently, the commis-
sioner explained the objectives 
of the campaign, which he said, 
“are to create awareness on the 
Ambode administration; provide 
platform for interaction with Lagos 
indigenes and lovers of the state 
in the Diaspora and market the 
state to potential investors that can 
contribute towards the Lagos@50 
celebrations.”

Ayo Sonaiya, promoter of La-
gos Corner, was more excited at 
the historic celebration. Sonaiya 
told the mass of Lagos friends and 
lovers that transforming Nigerian 
Corner to Lagos Corner “is a dream 
fulfilled.” At the grand finale of 
LoveLagosWeekend, Sonaiya said 
the campaign “coincides with the 
Notting Hill Carnival’s 50th edition.”

He, therefore, said he was ex-
cited that at a time that Lagos State 
“is counting down to its 50th an-
niversary,” which he said, had been 
seized by the Ambode administra-
tion as one huge platform “to reach 
out to millions of Nigerians and 
Lagosians in particular in Diaspora.

“Notting Hill Carnival has just 
celebrated its 50th edition. Lagos 
seized the platform to message the 
world and showcase the emerging 
powerful brand it has become 
under the Ambode administration, 
especially in the areas of arts and 
entertainment and in connecting 
with the Diaspora about the great 
things being recorded.”

For Sonaiya, Lagos Corner will 
always provide a veritable plat-

form for performing artistes from 
Lagos State to showcase their tal-
ents. But beyond showcasing their 
talents, Sonaiya said, Lagos Corner 
will further give verve to Brand 
Lagos as the home of creativity, 
thereby imprinting in the mind of 
global investors what Lagos indeed 
stands for.

brand initiative is Love Lagos, which 
is our way of urging the world to 
take note and connect with us.

“The Love Lagos Weekend in 
London was also in sync with the 
plan of the Ambode administration 
to celebrate Lagos on the 27th day 
of every month till May 27, 2017 
when Lagos will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary as a state in full glare 
of the world.

“London and Lagos have a 
long rich history and choosing to 
start the global brand awareness 
campaign for Lagos in London 
is the right thing to do given the 
huge number of Lagosians and 
Friends of Lagos that reside and 
work there,” the commissioner 
explained.

Ayorinde said the campaign 
recorded huge success within 
three days the state government 
publicised Brand Lagos “to the 
world. The state continues to re-
cord successes in infrastructural 
development, investment drive 
and promotion of Arts and Culture. 
The next stop for Lagos Brand is 
now at the Toronto Independent 
Film Festival in September.

Just before the LoveLagosWeek-
end campaign took off last week-
end, Alistair Soyode, founder and 
chief executive officer of the Lon-
don–based BEN TV, had associated 
with the success of what Lagos State 
“has been doing to tell the world 
about Lagos and its potentials.”

Soyode’s real reason for asso-
ciating Lagos was “to intimate the 
state government on the activities 
of London–based BEN TV. How-
ever, he explained the rationale be-
hind the establishment of Nigerian 
Diaspora Mentoring Corp, which 
he said, was aimed at creating a 
platform “to engage Nigerian youth 
for gainful ventures.

“The Corp has been able to 
provide a platform to engage pro-
fessional Nigerians in Diaspora to 
interact with the Nigerian youth 
for purposeful direction in adjust-
ing to adulthood, noting that pri-
vate individuals are more available 
to render such support and give 
them needed leadership direction,” 
Soyode explained.

SEYI JOHN SALAU

Excited by the gains of LoveLa-
gosWeekend, Ayorinde said the 
campaign started last Saturday 
with a town hall meeting and 
media parley, which he said, was 
addressed by the top officials of the 
state. He said it continued Saturday 
evening on at I Laugh with MC 
Abbey and the Love Lagos Crack 
Ya Ribs with Julius Agu on Sunday. 

LoveLagosWeekend was not 
just a three-day campaign, accord-
ing to the commissioner. Indeed, he 
explained, it was a three-day cam-
paign designed to communicate 
the Lagos tourism brand initiative 
to the world. The master brand 
for Lagos tourism initiative is One 
Lagos. The initiative speaks to the 
oneness, multicultural nature and 
unity in diversity of the state.”

Ayorinde, quickly, reflected 
how the festival of One Lagos 
kicked off last December in “five 
administrative zones that consti-
tute Lagos. The festival brought 
Lagos residents of diverse ethno-
religious backgrounds together. It 
was a fiesta of peace and oneness, 
which brought together Lagos 
residents and engaged the youths 
meaningfully.”

 So, the commissioner said One 
Lagos “is a huge brand on its own. It 
is an initiative that has taken shape 
in the state. But the slogan for that 

Majek Fashek performing at the event.

Ayorinde (r) with Ademola Abass

Steve Ayorinde, information commissioner (3rd l); Ademola Abass (3rd r), special adviser to the governor for 
Overseas Affairs and Investment, with other delegates.



Introduction:

T
he city of Port Har-
court woke up last 
Friday to hear that a 
suspect has been ar-
rested by SARS (Spe-

cial Anti-Robbery Squad) for the 
assassination of Ken Atsuete.

Many accounts have been 
poured out on the killing of the 
foremost human rights lawyer 
in Port Harcourt, this last Mon-
day, August 29, 2016, but what 
is not in doubt is that Ken (as 
he is fondly called) is no more. 
The first point to clear is that he 
was killed at about 5am on the 
fateful day, not 8pm the previ-
ous evening (Sunday) as some 
versions claimed.

Ken had a property at Aluu, 
away from the entrance to the 
Uniport from Delta Park. The 
road is bushy, eerie and lonely, 
from an earth road off the bend 
to the right. The visitor must 
drive through a borrow-fit that 
gives the feeling of Milking Hill 
in Enugu. Ken lives alone there, 
his family abroad, but there is a 
pastor neighbour, the closest to 
his building.

The pastor was returning 
home in the evening with his 
wife only to be accosted at his 
gate by some bike-riding hit-
men. He had called his daughter 
to come open the gate, but the 
armed men intervened. They 
asked the wife to lie down and 
drove off with the pastor. Ken 
and the abducted man’s wife 
and family spent the night 
brooding.

Soon, the pastor called his 
wife to come pick him up. Ken 
reviewed the scenario and 
urged her not to go out that 
night. It was to be revealed by 
the pastor that the men called 
their contacts to announce 
they had got the man and that 
the boat should be made ready. 
The abducted pastor also said 
he had to convince his abduc-
tors he was not Ken but a mere 
pastor. He said the men pushed 
him out after taking his things 
(excluding the phone?).

Ken persuaded the wife to 
persuade the husband to lie low 
wherever he was till morning. 
By 5am, Ken asked the woman 
to hop into his Jeep to go look 
for the husband. As they drove 
along the bushy road, a Camry 
overtook them and ordered a 
stop. They went off with both 
of them. Soon, the account 
continued, they again asked 
the woman to lie down. They 
seemed to change their minds 
and pushed her down. Soon, 
she heard a shot. Ken was dead.

 
Many questions
 The killing has set tongues 

wagging once again in a state 
that has been awash with blood 
of the innocents and the not-
so-innocent. Were the killers 
after the human rights lawyer 
or the pastor? In a place with 
two men, the visitors got both 
of them and freed one. Many 
thus think the killers eventually 
got who they had in mind. The 
first capture could be wrong, 
and the pastor has to thank his 
God because not many survive 
mistaken identify in assassina-
tion or abduction jobs.

Many ask why Ken was 
active in Rivers environment, 
wondering if he was an indi-
gene of Rivers State. It was re-
vealed that no, he is an Itsekiri 
(Delta State), but his mother is 
from Rivers State. ‘Ah, he is an 
authentic man’, they agreed.

 
Who wanted Ken dead?
 If the killers were kidnap-

pers as the first police theory 
suggested, there was no account 
of demand for ransom at any 
time. As soon as they threw 
out the neighbour’s wife, they 
shot him.

Could the killers used the 
pastor as a bait to trap Ken? 
Many think so, but how on 
earth did they rely on the hope 
that Ken would accompany the 
woman, even if he was known 
for bravado as a human rights 
activist? On the other hand, if 
the abductors collected ‘every-
thing’ from the pastor before 
pushing him out, how come the 
man still had a phone to make 
calls? But, if the killers wanted 
Ken so badly, why did they 
wait to any time he would come 
out, instead of returning to the 
house to hunt for him?

Many journalists are won-
dering why Ken failed to escape 
after his neighbour had been 
captured or even when he was 
freed? Many said they would 
have fled the area till the next 
day, but Ken didn’t. He rather 
was the one who asked the 
woman to wait till morning and 
he also asked her to arise and 
join to go fetch the husband.

 
Politically exposed?
 Ken was a human rights 

lawyer but he was also seen 
as an APC lawyer. The APC, in 
charging against his killing, ad-
mitted he was the lawyer for an 
APC chieftain, Flag Amachree, 
standing trial and incarcerated 
for his actions during an elec-
tion in Buguma against the PDP. 
Yes, a lawyer is free to fight on 
any side but when this is con-
sistent, it could give out a whiff.

The APC deputy chairman, 
Peter Obite, said Ken had got 
many threat text messages. The 
police may look into this. He 
also said Ken had in a recent 
radio programme threatened 

to expose how the PDP got the 
federal high court injunction 
against INEC and the APC in 
the Tai rerun election saga. 
The injunction came when the 
courts were on vacation and 
Ken said he would prove things 
that happened. The APC says 
he would never live to expose 
those things, and pointed fin-
gers to those who could benefit 
from his death. So, threatening 
to expose the court injunction 
deals, was this legal activism, 
political activism or still human 
rights job?

If the killers were truly kid-
nappers, did Ken fight them, 
could he fight them? If they 
were kidnappers, why did they 
not ask for ransom?        

 
Risky residence?
 Many have asked why Ken 

lived in such a lonely place in 
a city flowing with blood and 
honey, as if a citizen had no 
right to live in quiet and lonely 

places. When he acquired the 
place, the city may have been 
safe. Or, it could be a favour 
from those he assisted because 
Ken was ready to throw in with 
any oppressed group.

The road to his house is lone-
ly and eerie-looking but he may 
have relied on his rapport with 
the environment (local boys). 
Did this fail him or did new boys 
come in for action?

 
Police
 Ken is dead but looking for 

his killers would be the new 
CP’s neat job. This would bring 
pressure as both the APC and 
the PDP would want his ears 
actions in certain ways but his 
name (Foluso Adebanjo), is im-
portant at this moment. Though 
just two months, eight days old 
in the state, Adebanjo must 
move fast and prove his mettle 
as a CP with this case, beyond 
being a bomb expert.

So far, an arm of the police, 

Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS), has hinted on radio of 
an arrest of someone they said 
was involved in the dastardly 
act. They have added a twist, 
saying there was huge pressure 
from official quarters to release 
the suspect. Who know how 
the pressure is coming, whether 
it involves offer of huge sums.

Rivers State has only two 
official quarters: The state gov-
ernment run by the PDP/Wike 
and the FG run by APC/Buhari/
Amaechi. The SARS did not 
disclose which arm was arm-
twisting them. Details would 
continue to emerge, however, 
as the human rights community 
has taken over. 

 
Conclusion
 The debate resumes; is Riv-

ers safe or unsafe? Are reports 
of killings and massive violence 
real or fabricated by the press 
for the opposition? Keep your 
answers to yourself, or ask Ken.

Wrong target or bulls’ eye, kidnap 
or assassination mission?
…How Atsuete, foremost human rights lawyer, was killed by bike-riding assassins
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Ken Atsuete
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G
eorg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, 
the 19th century German phi-
losopher and major proponent of 
German idealism and dialectical 
thinking, is notable for the asser-

tion, “We learn from history that we do not 
learn from history”.

“What experience and history teaches 
us is that people and governments have 
never learned anything from history, or 
acted on principles deduced from it,” Hegel 
extrapolated.

Aldous Leonard Huxley, 20th century 
English writer, novelist, philosopher and 
author of Brave New World, re-echoed this 
point when he said, “That men do not learn 
very much from the lessons of history is the 
most important of all the lessons of history.”

But there is a grave danger, nay, a severe 
consequence, in not learning from history. 
According to George Santayana, Spanish-
born American philosopher, essayist, poet, 
novelist, and author of The Life of Reason, 
“Progress, far from consisting in change, 
depends on retentiveness. When change is 
absolute there remains no being to improve 
and no direction is set for possible improve-
ment: and when experience is not retained, 
as among savages, infancy is perpetual. 
Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.”

Nigeria today is burdened by the lessons 
of history that we have failed to learn over 
the decades as history continues to repeat 
itself with reckless abandon. And, true to 
Santayana’s ‘prophecy’, the country has 
remained in perpetual infancy nearly six 
decades after it gained independence from 
the British colonial overlords.

In a 2013 blog post, Bill Fawcett, author of 
Doomed to Repeat: The Lessons of History 
We’ve Failed to Learn, said, “The march of 
history is less a steady stride than a series 
of stumbles and forward falls. And the 
stumbles the United States, Europe, and the 
rest of the world are taking at the beginning 
of the twenty-first century are neither new 
nor unique. Many of our most pressing 
problems are not original. If ancient Rome 
had CNN, the reruns of their news reports 
from the second century could be played 
with name changes today and would sound 
totally familiar to modern listeners.”

A glance through the history books 
shows that there is absolutely nothing new 
about the innumerable problems holding 
Nigeria from achieving its God-given place in 
the scheme of world affairs. Indeed, Nigeria’s 
hydra-headed problems did not start today. 
Every single problem in the country today 
has been there since 1960 and beyond; some 
are in fact legacies of colonial rule. The only 
difference is that things have gone from bad 
to worse over the decades as each problem 
continues to reproduce its kind and assume 
wider dimensions – whether it is leadership 
deficit, tribalism, corruption, social injustice, 
indiscipline or any other ill. 

“The truth is that Nigeria has no glorious 
past to remember with glee. Every problem 
you see today has been there from the begin-
ning. Our so-called nationalists were tribal 
overlords in the true sense of it. The First 
Republic was corrupt. There were a series 
of crises, such as the 1962/63 census contro-
versy, the Awolowo-Akintola fracas in the 
West, and the 1964 Federal elections crisis, 
among others,” said a historian who does to 
want to be named, adding that it was for this 
reason that the January 15, 1966 coup was 
celebrated with euphoria across the country 
in the first instance.  

government from public or judicial scrutiny.
Tribalism
“In Nigeria, in spite of our protesta-

tions, there is plenty of work for tribe. Our 
threatening gestures against it have been 
premature, half-hearted or plain deceitful... 
A Nigerian child seeking admission into a 
federal school, a student wishing to enter 
a College or University, a graduate seeking 
employment in the public service, a busi-
nessman tendering for a contract, a citizen 
applying for a passport, filing a report with 
the police or seeking access to any of the 
hundred thousand avenues controlled by 
the state, will sooner or later fill out a form 
which requires him to confess his tribe (or 
less crudely, and more hypocritically, his 
state of origin),” Achebe wrote.

“As a student in Ibadan I was an eye-
witness to that momentous occasion when 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo ‘stole’ the leader-
ship of Western Nigeria from Dr Nnamdi 
Azikiwe in broad daylight on the floor of 
the Western House of Assembly and sent 
the great Zik scampering back to the Niger 
whence he came... [N]o matter how anyone 
attempts to explain away that event in ret-
rospect, it was the death of a dream-Nigeria 
in which a citizen could live and work in a 
place of his choice anywhere, and pursue 
any legitimate goal open to his fellows; a 
Nigeria in which an Easterner might aspire 
to be premier in the West and a Northerner 
become Mayor of Enugu. That dream-Nige-
ria suffered a death-blow from Awolowo’s 
success in the Western House of Assembly 
in 1951,” he further wrote.

No doubt, tribalism, as exemplified in 
Buhari’s appointments of persons to key 
positions in his cabinet which are obviously 
tilted in favour of Northern Muslims, has 
remained one of the major drawbacks to 
Nigeria’s progress.

False image of ourselves
In analysing this factor, Achebe draws 

a comparison between a speech made by 
former Chancellor Helmut Schmidt of West 
Germany on the one hand and another 
made by Nigeria’s Olusegun Obasanjo one 
the other hand, both in 1979.

While Schmidt had said that “Germany 
is not a world power; it does not wish to be-
come a world power”, Obasanjo had said of 
Nigeria, in that all-too-familiar highfalutin, 
self-conceited, delusional, egotistic manner, 
“Nigeria will become one of the ten lead-
ing nations in the world by the end of the 
century.”

“The contrast between these two lead-
ers speaks for itself – sober, almost self-
deprecatory attitude on the one hand and 
flamboyant, imaginary self-conceit on the 
other,” Achebe submitted.

No doubt, like Obasanjo, many Nigerians, 
politicians as well as followers, suffer this 
delusion of grandeur, a fixed, false belief 
that one possesses superior qualities such as 
genius, fame, omnipotence, or wealth.

To the insistent reference to Nigeria’s 
greatness, which still reverberates today not 
only among the political class but also among 
the masses, Achebe delivered what may be 
called a technical knockout: “Nigeria is not 
a great country. It is one of most disorderly 
nations in the world. It is one of the most cor-
rupt, insensitive, inefficient places under the 
sun. It is one of the most expensive countries 
and of those that give least value for money. 
It is dirty, callous, noisy, ostentatious, dishon-
est and vulgar. In short, it is among the most 
unpleasant places on earth!”

He also drew attention to one of the key 
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Describing the situation that necessitated 
the first military coup in the country, Ad-
ewale Ademoyega, one of the masterminds, 
pointed to a generally disaffection with the 
Tafawa Balewa government.

“Economic, social, educational and po-
litical problems were not solved. Corruption 
was rife and nepotism was the order of the 
day. The safety valves of the nation were 
reposed in such institutions as the courts, 
the Census Commission, the Electoral Com-
mission, the Police, and finally the Armed 
Forces. But the sanctity of those institutions 
was being politically assailed, assaulted and 
dragged in the mud…. It became obvious 
that the national leadership was nearing its 
collapse and that the ship of the nation was 
heading for the rocks,” Ademoyega wrote 
in Why We Struck: The Story of the First 
Nigerian Coup.

The situation remained fundamentally 
the same in 1983 when Chinua Achebe, 
foremost African novelist, published The 
Trouble with Nigeria in which, like a diviner, 
he outlined everything that was wrong with 
the Nigerian system.

Today, 33 years after The Trouble with 
Nigeria, the trouble with Nigeria has re-
mained the same as things have remained 
unchanged. Nigerians have demonstrated 
that we have not learnt anything from 
history. Even the lessons of the 30-month 
civil war were clearly not learnt as there 
are drums of war everywhere. Our politics 
remains a do-or-die affair, characterised by 
thuggery, violence, ballot snatching and 
stuffing, and rampant rigging. Even politi-
cians have remained virtually the same.

The only observable change so far has 
been in terms of the dramatis personae, 
even though many of the key players of the 
previous eras are still in fray. And secondly, 
politicians have also got more audacious 
with each new regime. For instance, while 
politicians in 1983 looted the public treasury 

in millions, today’s politicians steal in billions 
and trillions. But essentially, everything we 
see in Nigeria today has always been there 
– reckless, irresponsible leadership, tribalism, 
lack of patriotism, social injustice, indisci-
pline, widespread corruption, among others.

Leadership deficit
According to Achebe, “The trouble with 

Nigeria is simply and squarely a failure 
of leadership. There is nothing basically 
wrong with the Nigerian. There is nothing 
wrong with the Nigerian land or climate or 
water or air or anything else. The Nigerian 
problem is the unwillingness or inability of 
the leaders to rise to the responsibility, to the 
challenge of personal example which are the 
hallmarks of true leadership.”

We see this today in the tendency of suc-
cessive governments to always blame the 
administration before them. For instance, 
President Muhammadu Buhari, who ruled 
Nigeria between 1984 and 1985 and was es-
sentially contributed to the present rot, has 
demonstrated a failure or unwillingness to 
accept responsibility for fixing the present 
challenges. He and his cabinet have rather 
continued to engage in blame-game and 
buck-passing, blaming their non-perfor-
mance on the immediate past administration 
of Goodluck Jonathan.

“But I say why me? Why is it that it is 
when they have spent all the money, when 
they made the country insecure that I re-
turned? Why didn’t I come when the trea-
sury was full? Oil price was over $140 per 
barrel and when I came, it slipped down to 
$30. Why me?” Buhari lamented in a Febru-
ary 5 interview with Al-Jazeera.

Even in his much-touted anti-corruption 
fight, a major plank of his administration’s 
policy thrust, President Buhari, just like 
those before him, has failed to rise to the 
challenge of personal example as he is said 
to be shielding allegedly corrupt people in his 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Chinua Achebe

Reflections on Chinua Achebe’s The Trouble with Nigeria

Continues on page 12



issues that has today permeated virtually 
every segment of the Nigerian society, cargo 
cult mentality, the belief that things will get 
better without any conscious effort to make 
them better, which he says is a mark of stark 
underdevelopment.

“One of the commonest manifestations 
of underdevelopment is a tendency among 
the ruling elite to live in a world of make-
believe and unrealistic expectations. This 
is the cargo cult mentality that anthropolo-
gists sometimes speak about – a belief by 
backward people that someday, without any 
exertion whatsoever on their part, a fairy 
ship will dock in their harbour laden with 
every goody they have always dreamed of 
possessing,” he wrote.

This cargo cult mentality is, to a large 
extent, behind the messiahnic expectations 
that Nigerians often repose on politicians, 
the type that ushered Buhari into power in 
2015. But even the disappointment of these 
expectations does not prevent Nigerians 
from hoping the next time around.

Patriotism
“In spite of the tendency of people in 

power to speak about this great nation of 
ours, there is no doubt that Nigerians are 
among the world’s most unpatriotic people. 
But this is not because Nigerians are particu-
larly evil or wicked; in fact, they are not. It is 
rather because patriotism, being part of an 
unwritten social contract between a citizen 
and the state, cannot exist where the state 
reneges on the agreement. The state under-
takes to organise society in such a way that 
the citizen can enjoy peace and justice, and 
the citizen in return agrees to perform his 
patriotic duties,” Achebe wrote.

“National pledges and pious admonitions 
by the ruling classes or their paid agents are 
entirely useless in fostering true patriotism... 
[One] shining act of bold, selfless leadership 
at the top, such as unambiguous refusal to be 
corrupt or tolerate corruption at the fountain 
of authority, will radiate powerful sensations 
of wellbeing and pride through every nerve 
and artery of national life,” he added.

Social injustice and the cult of medioc-
rity

Achebe talked about the consistent in-
clination since we assumed management 
of our own affairs “to opt for mediocrity 
and compromise, to pick a third and fourth 
eleven to play for us”. “And the result: we 
have always failed and will always fail to 
make it to the world league. Until, that is, 
we put merit back on the national agenda.”

The cumulative effect of all this is evi-
dent in collapsed public utilities, inefficient 
and wasteful parastatals and state-owned 
companies.

“If you want electricity, you buy your 
own generator; if you want water, you sink 
your own borehole; if you want to travel, 
you set up your own airline. One day soon, 
said a friend of mine, you will have to build 
your own post office to send your letters,” 
he wrote.

On social injustice, he said, “The gap be-
tween the highest and the lowest paid public 
servants in Nigeria is one of the widest in the 
whole world. Certainly nothing like it occurs 
in any country worthy of respect. And let it 
be understood that I am talking about salary 
alone. If we were to add the innumerable 
perquisites which accrue legitimately to the 
people at the top such as subsidised hous-
ing, free access to fleets of official cars, free 
shopping sprees abroad, etc, and illegitimate 
perquisites such as uncontrolled acquisition 
of state land, procurement of market stalls 
under fictitious names for rental to genuine 
traders; even procurement for resale of 
government-subsidised commodities such 

as rice, beer, cement, etc – if we were to add 
all these ‘invisible’ emoluments to the salary, 
there would be no word in the dictionary 
adequate to describe the institutionalised 
robbery of the common people of Nigeria 
by their public ‘servants’.”

Indiscipline
“Indiscipline,” Achebe wrote, “pervades 

our life so completely that one may be justi-
fied in calling it the condition par excellence 
of contemporary Nigerian society.”

The best way to understand that nothing 
has changed is to remember that during his 
first coming as a military dictator, Buhari 
had launched the War Against Indiscipline 
(WAI). Today, 31 years after the abrupt termi-
nation of that regime, Buhari is back and still 
talking about indiscipline and has actually 
re-launched WAI.

Corruption
The Trouble with Nigeria was published 

in 1983 during Shehu Shagari’s Second Re-
public. Describing the situation on ground 
then, Achebe wrote that “corruption in 
Nigeria has passed the alarming and en-
tered the fatal stage; and Nigeria will die if 
we keep pretending that she is only slightly 
indisposed”.

To buttress the point, he referred to a 
story in the National Concord of May 16, 
1983 with the headline “Fraud at P&T”, in 
which the then Federal Minister of Com-
munication, Audu Ogbe (who, by the way, 
is currently Minister of Agriculture under 
the Buhari presidency), as revealing that the 
Federal Government was losing N50 million 
every month as salaries to non-existent 
workers.

“In the course of one year then Nigeria 
loses N600 million in this particular racket…
With N600 million Nigeria could build two 
more international airports like Murtala 
Muhammed Airport in Lagos; or if we are 
not keen on more airports the money could 
buy us three refineries; or build us a dual 
express motorway from Lagos to Kaduna; 

or pay the salary of 10,000 workers on grade 
level 01 for forty years,” Achebe wrote.

He also drew attention to an editorial in 
The Daily Times of the same day, titled “The 
Fake Importers”, which highlighted “a story 
of Nigerian importers who having applied 
for and obtained scarce foreign exchange 
from the Central bank ostensibly to pay for 
raw materials overseas, leave the money in 
their banks abroad and ship to Lagos con-
tainers of mud and sand”.   

Today, the ghost worker syndrome con-
tinues to wreck take a toll on public treasury, 
both at the federal and state levels. In Febru-
ary 2014, the then Minister of Finance, Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, announced to Nigerians 
that 46,639 ghost workers were uncovered 
in the federal civil service. In May this year, 
the Minister of Finance, Kemi Adeosun, dis-
closed that 43,000 persons had so far been 
discovered as ghost workers on the payroll 
of the Federal Government.

On why corruption thrives, Achebe said: 
“Although Nigeria is without any shadow of 
doubt one of the most corrupt nations in the 
world, there has not been one high public 
officer in the twenty-three years of our 
independence who has been made to face 
the music for official corruption.

“And so, from fairly timid manifestations 
in the 1960s, corruption has grown bold and 
ravenous, as with each succeeding regime, 
our public servants have become more reck-
less and blatant.”

Even though the country has also had 
some rulers who were said not to be person-
ally corrupt, those rulers’ inability to rein in 
the ravenous beasts around them, then as 
now, has remained one of the drawbacks in 
the fight against corruption as helpless integ-
rity has always failed to solve the problem 
of rampant corruption.

“As we have sunk more and more deeply 
into the quagmire [of corruption], we have 
been ‘blessed’ with a succession of leaders 
who are said to possess impeccable personal 
integrity but unfortunately are surrounded 

by sharks and crooks,” Achebe wrote.
He therefore admonished Shagari, and 

by extension those would come after him, 
including President Buhari, to be decisively 
bold and unshakable if they ever hoped to 
tame the monster of official corruption.

“But to initiate change the President of 
this country must take, and be seen to take, 
a decisive first step of ridding his adminis-
tration of all persons on whom the slightest 
wind of corruption and scandal has blown. 
When he can summon up the courage to do 
that, he will find himself grown overnight 
to such stature and authority that he will 
become Nigeria’s leader, not just its president. 
Only then can he take on and conquer cor-
ruption in the nation,” he wrote.

Last word
Perhaps the greatest disservice the Nige-

rian political class has done to the country 
and its citizens is the excision of History 
as a subject from primary and secondary 
schools curriculum, which became effec-
tive from the 2009/2010 academic session. 
Consequently, Nigerians know nothing 
about their history and therefore continue 
to flounder like a ship caught in the midst of 
an angry wave.

As Emeka Anyaoku, former Secretary-
General of the Commonwealth, rightly said 
during the 70th anniversary of the National 
Commission for Museums and Monuments 
(NCMM) in Lagos, “Without the knowledge of 
the past, there will be no fruitful projections for 
the future. The knowledge of the past is very 
vital to the development of the country, and we 
can only solve present societal problems when 
we know what was obtainable in the past.”

The lessons of history are all too glaring, 
but our so-called leaders continue to turn a 
blind eye to these lessons. As such, the blun-
ders of the past keep returning, leaving the 
country wallowing in the dark, in a state of 
motion without movement and perpetual 
infancy, burdened by the lessons of history 
we have refused to learn.
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A
ba, the commercial hub of 
Abia State, prides itself as 
the centre of fashion in Ni-
geria and the West African 
sub-region. It is estimated 

that about 100,000 artisans are directly 
engaged in the fashion industry in Aba.

The creativity of these artisans at-
tracts patrons from major cities in 
Nigeria and West African, who come 
to the commercial city to buy fashion 
materials and also have their wears 
made for them.

However, these competences are 
impeded by inadequate infrastructure, 
lack of raw materials, capital, packag-
ing, multiple taxation, quality control, 
among other issues.

Ademola Fazaz, managing director, 
Dealcity Limited, observed that the 
fashion industry can rake in N2 trillion 
annually into the economy if backed 
with adequate infrastructure and pa-
tronage.

Fazaz, who is currently working with 
the Abia State Marketing and Quality 
Management Agency to promote Aba-
made products, observed that the Aba 
fashion industry has well-skilled man-
power and urged Nigerians to support 
the local industry to grow the economy.

He decried capital flight currently 
witnessed in the fashion sector of the 
economy and urged entrepreneurs to 
support local industries by exporting 
made-in-Nigeria products and earn 
foreign exchange for the country.

According to Fazaz, if Nigeria’s 170 
million people spend an average of 
N20,000 per annum each on home-
made clothes, the fashion industry 
would be making about N2 trillion per 
annum. 

He, however, regretted that about 60 
percent of that amount goes to China 
and other countries, noting that if such 
a huge chunk of money is injected into 
local industries, it would make them 
stronger and more competitive.

He further observed that most Ni-
gerians are yet to recognise the huge 
potentials in local production, which is 
why they allow these huge sums to go 
out of this country while local artisans 
live in poverty.

“I want to tell you that it is in our 
hands to ensure that we reverse this 
negative trend. And we can only do 
this by investing in our artisans. We 
have to invest in our local tailors and 
shoemakers,” Fazaz said.

“The foreign brands that we celebrate 
in this country were initiatives of indi-
viduals. Who are Giorgio Armani, Tom-
my Hilfiger and the rest of them? They 
are all human beings like us. When are 
we going to celebrate Versatile or Chuk-
wuemeka Fashion? It is when we start 
investing in local artisans that they 
would grow the capacity to produce 
efficiently and meet the demands of 
their patrons,” he said.

He revealed that Abia State govern-

‘Aba fashion industry can feed local, export 
markets, generate N2trn annually’
…with adequate infrastructure and patronage

ment through the Marketing and Qual-
ity Management Agency has concluded 
plans to organize a fashion show in 
Europe to exhibit Aba-made clothes.

“We want to introduce locally-made 
clothes into European retail markets, 
which means that very soon you’ll 
start seeing these clothes in shops in 
Paris, London and Dublin in Ireland, 
because owners of boutiques and retail 
shops will come and buy made-in Aba 
clothes,” he said.

To guarantee seamless garments 
from Aba, Lawrence Ehilegbu, lead 
partner, MINECng, an entrepreneur-
ship development outfit, urged Abia 
State government to ensure that the 
Common Facility Centre (CFC), located 
at Industry Road, is made functional as 
it is vital to the promotion of made-in-
Aba clothes.

The facility, established by the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organ-
isation (UNIDO) in conjunction with 
the Federal Government to help the 
finished leather and garment clusters 
in Aba to increase their capacities, has 
remained idle since its inauguration 
eight years ago.

He observed that Aba-made garments 
would not compete favourably in the 
international market if that facility is 
not made to work, as it was established 
to help tailors and fashion designers to 
standardise their products.

To sustain competences in the sector, 
the Association of Tailors and Fashion 
Designers (ATFAD), Abia State, an um-
brella body of tailors and fashion de-
signers in Aba, instituted programmes 
that have engaged fresh school leavers, 
thereby turning them into profession-
als.  

This arrangement is not only aimed at 
creating employment, but also to churn 

out successors to the retired practitio-
ners and thereby ensuring that Aba sus-
tains its position as the fashion capital 
of Nigeria, said Onyebuchi Nwaigwe, 
chairman, Board of Trustees, ATFAD.

He stated also that the birth of AT-
FAD brought innovations in the sector 
as ATFAD made it mandatory that all 
members must specialise in one seg-
ment of the industry. The era of one 
person making shirts and at the same 
time involved in the making of suits and 
other garments has gone, giving rise to 
professionalism, he said.

“We made a law that stipulates that 
every one-room tailor must produce 
one item. It is either you produce just 
trousers, or you produce suits or shirts, 
among others. However, if you are in a 
flat and want to make everything, you 
are allowed, but it must be departmen-
talised and experts engaged to run each 
segment,” Nwaigwe said.

He commended the efforts of UNIDO 
which, according to him, has opened 
their eyes to modern ways of doing 
business.

“I wouldn’t fail to commend UNIDO 
that has organised series of workshops 
for us, where we have been enlightened 
on how to run our businesses. For ex-
ample, in the past I didn’t know the dif-
ference between personal and business 
finances. I used to combine the two, 
until UNIDO opened my eyes. Through 
these trainings, some of us that are not 
well-read are now well informed. We 
now know better,” he said.

He criticized successive administra-
tions in Abia State for turning a blind 
eye to their calls for help.

“Our state government is not recipro-
cating our gesture. They are giving deaf 
ears to our problems. The association 
is presently being sponsored by few 

individuals. What is happening now is 
that most of our members get involved 
in our activities when those individual 
sponsors bring something that they can 
benefit from and when there is nothing 
to share, they would all return to their 
various shops,” he said.

“And there is no time these sponsors 
can bring something that all members 
can fully gain from, in the absence of 
the government, and that is the prob-
lem we are faced with now. We have 
been calling on the government to help 
us because there is no such association 
in the country. I can proudly say it. But 
our state government does not know 
what it has and that is why we have 
been shouting. I pray that the current 
government in the state will listen to 
us and come to our aid,” Nwaigwe said.

He appealed to government agen-
cies, especially the Bank of Industry 
(BoI) and the Nigerian Export Import 
Bank (NEXIM), to support the fashion 
industry to produce seamless products 
that would compete favourably in the 
international market.

He also urged the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) to use part of the N220 
billion small and medium enterprises 
fund to acquire modern equipment 
needed in the industry, especially label-
ling and buttonhole machines that are 
not readily available in the country, to 
aid in finishing of their products.   

Nwaigwe argued further that Aba 
garment-makers have the capacity to 
produce for local and export markets 
if the right facilities and equipment are 
made available to them.

He also appealed to the Abia State 
government to fulfil its promise of 
developing an industrial cluster to cre-
ate a better operating environment for 
tailors.
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Judgment day approaches in Edo

A 
week from now, 
Edo State would 
again be a fo-
cal point of all 
N i g e r i a n s  a s 

registere d eligible voters 
will throng the about 2,627 
polling units across the 192 
political wards in the 18 local 
government areas to elect a 
governor that would pilot the 
affairs of the state in the next 
four years.

Nineteen (19) registered 
political parties are fielding 
candidates for the election 
that has elicited so much 
noise and much adrenaline 
rise.

The contending political 
parties are the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), the 
ruling political party whose 
slogan is continuity, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
that preaches “change the 
change”, the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), Unit-
ed Progressives Party (UPP), 
Progressives People Alliance 
(PPA) and KOWA.

These are the only five 
political parties that flagged 
off campaigns for the election 
out of the 19 parties that are 
vying for the governorship 
seat.

As the two major c on-
tending parties APC and 
PDP candidates traversed all 
nooks and crannies of the 192 
wards wooing voters, the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), security 
agencies and various election 
monitors and observer or-
ganisations are getting ready 
for the big battle.

INEC, the ultimate um-
pire, as part of preparations 
towards ensuring a fre e, 
fair, credible and success-
ful election in the state had 
organised several enlight-
enment and sensitisation 
meetings for stakeholders, 
political parities leaders, se-
curity agencies and members 
of Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs) and Non- Governmen-
tal Organisations (NGOs).

Muhamme d Le cky, na-
tional commissioner (South-
South) of the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-

sion (INEC) in one of the 
meetings while presenting 
official register of voters to 
political parties in Benin-City 
disclosed that 1,925,105 mil-
lion voters are registered in 

the state.
Lecky also explained that 

more than 400,000 perma-
nent voter cards were yet 
to be collected in the state 
by the registere d voters. 

…As Obaseki, Ize-Iyamu, others test might

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, BENIN
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He added that the figure 
consist of the 135,877 voters 
captured during the Con-
tinuous Voters Registration 
exercise in June in addition 
to the 1,791,513 voters that 
registered prior to the 2015 
general elections across the 
2,627 polling units.

He noted that a total of 
136,038 voters names were 
removed from the register 
over alleged attempted mul-
tiple registrations while the 
occupational distribution of 
the total registered voters 
indicated that over 500,000 
of the voters were students 
while housewives consti-
tuted the lowest numbers.

He said there are 2,627 
polling units, 4,011 voting 
points and 192 wards in the 
state.

He however, assured po-
litical parties of the readiness 
of the commission to sustain 
the ongoing efforts to make 
the election free, fair and 
credible, conducive and vio-
lence-free environment as a 
prerequisite for a conclusive 
exercise.

“The commission will nev-
er conduct or conclude any 
election that has not met the 

minimum threshold of cred-
ibility under our laws. No 
election is worth the life of 
a human being and we take 
the safety of our staff and all 
stakeholders very seriously”, 
he assured.

Edo State Resident Elector-
al Commissioner (REC), Sam 
Olumekun also disclosed that 
the commission had distrib-
uted non-sensitive materials 
to 18 local government areas 
and other protective items to 
enable the various LGAs pre-
pare well ahead of the polls.

He explained that for the 
purpose of intensifying on 
sensitisation exercise three 
operational vehicles have 
been earmarked for the three 
senatorial zones for continue 
voter’s education of the state.

“The welfare and security 
of staff are very paramount 
to the commission hence 
adequate arrangements have 
been made particularly those 
that will be sent to riverine 
areas. Part of the arrange-
ments is the life jacket which 
the supervisory presiding 
officers and the security of-
ficers will put on during duty.

“The commission has put 
everything in place including 
voting points should there 
be need for it, taken into ac-
counts the continuous voters 
registrants (CVR) during the 
election.” He stated.

The commission further 
p osite d that it  has c om-
menced training for 263 su-
pervisory officers ad-hoc 
staff to man the various poll-
ing units across the 192 wards 
and that they would in turn 
undertake the task of train-
ing other categories of ad-hoc 
staff to ensure a hitch-free 
process.

He stressed that of the 
300 staff being trained, 263 
of them will be engaged to 
man at least a minimum of 
10 polling units, pointing 
out that the commission was 
also expected to look at the 
issues of smart card readers, 
deployment of security per-
sonnel during and after the 
elections among others, and 
make recommendations.

The resident ele ctoral 
commissioner added that 
300 staff from the various 
federal institutions in the 
state had been shortlisted 
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Judgment day approaches in Edo
to undertake the training 
as INEC ad-hoc and that the 
training is to equip them with 
the new innovations of the 
commission to enable them 
function effectively. 

He said the ad-hoc staff is 
drawn from the University of 
Benin, NYSC and other public 
institutions in the state.

He assure d that  there 
would b e no card reader 
failure as the body has made 
significant stride from ex-
periences of past elections, 
adding that if there is any, en-
gineers would be on standby 
on the day of election.

On its part, the Federal 
authorities have expressed 
readiness to provide ade-
quate security for the protec-
tion of lives, property during 
the election.

The D eputy Insp e ctor 
General of Police in charge 
of Operations, Joshak Habila 
who represented the Acting 
Inspector-General, Ibrahim 
Idris at a security meeting 
with officers and men of the 
AIG Zone 5 and Edo State Po-
lice Command in Benin- City 
said 22,603 officers would be 
deployed for the exercise.

Idris also disclosed that 
several officers from other 
security agencies would be 
deployed to man the elec-
toral exercise. He said other 
security agencies are Army, 
Department of State Services 
(DSS), Nigerian Immigration 
Service (NIS), Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil Defence (NSDC) 
and the Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC).

The agencies had already 
embarked on an operation 
exercise codenamed “Op-
eration Show of Force” road 
major streets in Benin-City.

Edo State commissioner 
for police in the state, Chris 
Ezike who described the gov-
ernorship election as a litmus 
test for the new Inspector-
General of Police observed 
that if there is a way violence 
can be mitigated elections 
would be conclusive.

Ezike adde d that sinc e 
September 2015, a total of 870 
arrests had been made, 525 
suspects have been charged 
to court, over 248 individu-
als have renounced cultism 
while some 248 small arms 
have also been recovered.

With few days to the elec-
tion candidates especially the 
APC and that of the PDP are 
not leaving any stone un-
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turned to clinch the number 
one exalted political position 
in the state.

 The APC candidate, God-
win Obaseki’s part of election-
eering promises was to create 
over 200,000 new jobs across 
the state within the first four 
years in office.

Obaseki said the jobs would 
be created through agriculture, 
entrepreneurship schemes, at-
tracting investments for the 
development of industries and 
technical and vocational skills 
development.

He said over 150,000 of the 
jobs would be created through 
agriculture in four years un-
der a farm ownership and 
management model or out-
growers’ scheme.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h at  t h e 
jobs would also be achieved 
through the various agricul-
tural value chains such as oil 
palm, cassava, cocoa, grains, 
rubber, fruits and vegetables,

The APC candidate further 
promised to improve access to 
low interest rate financing for 
women-in-business, develop 
over 20,000 affordable mod-
ern shops across the state by 
renovating existing markets 
and developing new ones un-

der Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP),

He assured that women’s 
health indices will be im-
prove d through ade quate 
medical infrastructure, health 
care services and health care 
subsidies.

Other electoral promises 
include youth empowerment, 
civil service reforms, infra-
structure expansion, women 
empowerment, entrepreneur-
ship, development of indus-
tries security, tax reforms.

The PDP candidate, Osagie 
Ize-Iyamu promised to change 
the way governance is being 
run in the state. He said the 
people of the state have not got 
the fair share of the resources 
that had accrued to the state 
in the past eight years,

Ize-Iyamu lamented decay 
in public infrastructure espe-
cially the moribund industries 
under the present APC-led 
government.

He alleged that the Adams 
Oshiomhole administration 
has received over N1 trillion 
from both federal and inter-
nally generated revenue in the 
past years,

He promised to change the 
situation by being account-

able, transparent and prudent 
in financial management to 
ensure that dividends of de-
mocracy are evenly distrib-
uted to all nooks and crannies 
in the state.

The PDP candidate in his 
manifesto of hope, tagged, 
“The Simple Agenda” observed 
that it would halt and reverse 
the dwindling fortunes of 
youths, women and pension-
ers.

He further promis e d to 
create more than 300,000 
jobs across all sectors of the 
economy as well as sustain 
several.

As the electorates prepare 
to go to the polls they have 
been laced with mixed feel-
ings as they have been divided 
not only along political lines 
but on tribes, religion and 
sundry sentiments.

While some believe in the 
policy of continuity others 
are of the view that power 
must change to foster much 
development.

Those that believe in con-
tinuity are of the opinion 
that the Adams Oshiomhole 
legacies should be sustained 
and attract more infrastruc-

tural development while those 
clamouring for change hinged 
their view on the high cost of 
living in the state as well as the 
alleged indiscriminate alloca-
tion of more infrastructural 
development in his commu-
nity to the detriment of other 
senatorial districts especially 
the Edo central senatorial and 
Akoko-Edo, Owan East, Owan 
West and part of Etsako East.

The electorates have also 
expressed their readiness to 
participate in the election 
and called on security opera-
tives and INEC to provide an 
enabling environment for the 
electorate to exercise their 
constitutional franchise.

They note d that if  the 
electoral umpire and secu-
rity agencies remain neutral 
and unbiased their votes will 
count and the people would 
be the better for it.

They also called on Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari to 
prevail on INEC and security 
agencies to allow the will of 
the people prevail as well 
as do everything possible to 
avoid inconclusive election 
in the state. The question is 
who carries the day? The dice 
is cast.

Ize Iyamu Mahmood Yakubu



N
ostalgic sentimentality, 
the belief that the past 
was better than the pres-
ent, is currently ruling 
the wave in the country. 

Its trigger is the dashing of hopes aris-
ing from promises of a change from bad 
to good life. One out of the four-year 
mandate has gone and Nigerians are 
not happier.

In fairness to the present admin-
istration, it has not stopped trying to 
deliver change. There was the euphoria 
of a bail-out to several states unable to 
meet their primary obligations. This has 
hardly brought the intended succour. 
While some states were only able to pay 
50percent of accumulated salaries, there 
have been widespread feelings that the 
payouts were imperiled by excruciating 
taxes. The citizens are being made to 
pay for the transgression of their past 
governors. How sad.

 When you speak to people on the 
streets of Kano about the good olden 
days they could remember they mostly 
point to the Ibrahim Shekarau years. And 
they do so for many reasons. Shekarau 
governed Kano State from 2003-2011. In 
2011, he tried to play at the national level 
by bidding for the presidential ticket of 
his then party, the All Nigeria People’s 
Party (ANPP).

The Shekarau years witnessed all-
inclusive governance. Every stratum of 
the society was impacted. It was during 
the Shekarau days that, for the first time, 
the Alarammas were given sense of be-
longing. Until then, their existence was 
not accorded serious recognition.

The Alarammas are the teachers-
cum-proprietors of the Quránic schools. 
The Shekarau administration, through 
a Special Adviser and a Tsangaya proj-
ect, embarked on a mission to register 
the Quránic schools, proffer ways of 
integrating them into mainstream edu-
cational system of the state and, with 
some measure of success, attempted to 
empower them economically.

From the Alarammas Shekarau 
turned his attention to the pensioners, 
the senior citizens that past regimes 
had treated with undeserved scorn. He 
settled their back-log of pension claims 
dating about twenty years back. Indeed, 
the pensioners have never had it so good.

During his regime, workers were paid 
on time, bonuses created to motivate the 
civil servants; even as career develop-
ment training programmes, long aban-
doned, were restored. Local governments 
were allowed to administer their funds 
that directly came from the Federation 
account without interferences. Since 
2011 the story has changed for the worse. 
The LGAs in Kano today are in pitiable 
position. The morale of the LGA person-

Remembering the Ibrahim 
Shekarau days in Kano

Shekarau
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nel has long been effectively killed and 
buried. People of the state have also 
forgotten how to elect local government 
representatives of their choice. In fact, 
since 2011, the state governors that have 
steered the affairs of the state have gone 
about their business as if there is noth-
ing like third tier of government at all. 
Everything about LGA administration 
has been left at the whims and caprices 
of the man on the coveted seat of power 
in the state.

Youths were not left out during the 
Shekarau years either. He ran the larg-
est youth empowerment scheme in the 
history of the state. His response to the 
yearnings of the people of Kano for the 
implementation of Sharia was conspicu-
ous. His strengthening and institution-
alisation of the Hisba was a rare display 
of social and state-craft expertise. The 
role Hisba is playing in social sphere of 
the state is invaluable. The institution 
is involved in, among many other func-
tions, ensuring conformity to our social 
etiquettes and moral virtues; marriage 
counseling and helping those in need.

What is the force behind these suc-
cesses of the Shekarau regime? I want 
to believe we can locate the epi-centre of 

that propulsion in his ideological orien-
tation. Conversely, the lack of direction 
our nation is demonstrating today can be 
attributed to paucity of a well-grounded 
and articulated national ideology.

Inevitably, the path to progress for all 
nations is one- a well articulated philoso-
phy as a foundation for a sound ideology; 
that for Africa and indeed the so-called 
third world nations philosophy will have 
no goal other than nation-building built 
on democratic ideals but with a human-
istic coloration. Where can we find such 
a philosophy? Glad, we need not look 
far. Our visionary leaders of yesteryears 
once espoused such ideas. I am refer-
ring to the philosophy of Democractic 
Humanism once espoused by Malam 
Aminu Kano and put into practice at 
micro-level in two states in Nigeria- Kano 
and Kaduna during the Second Republic.

Glad we still have disciples of Malam 
Aminu Kano around. Not just around, 
these disciples are still active in Nigeria’s 
politics and applying the teachings of this 
philosophy in so far as the conditions 
they found themselves can accommo-
date. One such disciple is the subject of 
our discourse today- Malam Ibrahim 
Shekarau.

Shekarau has lent himself to the 
teachings of this philosophy in the way 
he governed Kano, as we highlighted 
above. His government is today remem-
bered as the most humane regime in 
Kano in the manner of his much earlier 
predecessor, the progressive mass mobil-
iser, Abubakar Rimi, another student of 
democratic humanism.

Democratic humanism, as the name 
implies, is predicated on two ideals- 
democracy and humanism. It takes the 
most basic understanding of democracy 
as a system of governance that involves 
people having a choice and a say in how 
they are governed - and, by extension, a 
right to provide input into the process of 
political decision making. In this context, 
humanism is the placing of human needs 
uppermost in the scheme of governance 
and working towards the maximum 
amount of happiness for the maximum 
number of people.  Humanism is not a 
philosophy that is built on defiance of 
religion or the apparent natural order 
of things in life.

It is time this philosophy is promoted 
at the national level. To achieve that, 
we need a national movement. At the 
forefront should be people who believe 
in democratic ideals complemented with 
provision of genuine human needs and 
not the glorification of greed cloaked in 
the promotion of private enterprise of 
the capital at the detriment of all other 
humanistic considerations.

People of integrity who have been 
tested with power and have delivered 
and are today being remembered with 
nostalgia should lead the way.

Those who believe in this path will do 
well to note that there will be resistance 
from within and outside the country. The 
fact of the matter is we had the misfor-
tune of returning to democracy in 1999 
at the time when the Western world 
was testing a new ideology of Economic 
rationalism. And for this ideology to 
gain currency and dominance, all other 
ideologies will be thwarted. And, true to 
type, since then no one can say for sure 
what ideological philosophy has guided 
Africa’s and other Third World nation’s 
journey towards national development 
apart from the pursuit of this economic 
rationalism.

In conclusion, the positive side of 
nostalgia is that it can increase one’s 
mood and positive emotions, which 
can stem from coping with prevailing 
circumstances. But beyond coping with 
prevailing circumstance, we need to act. 
We need to think, to articulate ideas, to 
embrace a philosophy that will help us 
build ideologies that will in turn herald 
the re-birth of a new and virile nation. 
And we don’t need to re-invent the 
wheel; let’s give democratic humanism 
a trial. So let the students of democratic 
humanism step forward and line up 
behind Shekarau.



In recession, it is 
time to return to the 
drawing board

L
ast week, Nigerians 
woke to reality with 
the news that the 
county had slid into 

full-blown recession. It’s 
not exactly nice news for 
any ear.

The days are upon us. It 
is no longer far off. They had 
convinced us it was only 
a technical recession and 
encouraged us to wait for 
the second quarter figures 
and now we have it, noth-
ing has changed matters are 
even worse.

At the Presidential Villa, 
for the most part of the week 
people talked about the is-
sue of recession, whether 
or not they understood the 
term.

One thing was constant, 
“things are now very hard 
in Nigeria,” they said in the 
usual Naija parlance.

On We dnes day,  the 
National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS) released data 
for the second quarter of 
the year showed that the 
reality was worse than 
we were made to under-
stand. I will not bore you 
with what you probably 
already know l ike the 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) which fell again for 
the third time, that is last 
quarter of 2015 then the 
first and second quarter 
of 2016.

Sometimes, figures can 
bore you so let us look at the 
ones that directly concern 
us. The statistics office said 
annual inflation reached 
17.1 percent in July from 
16.5 percent in June, which 
is more than 10-year high, 
while food inflation rose to 
15.8 percent from 15.3.  Infla-
tion is simply

The Unemployment rate 
in the country has grown 
from 12.1percent in the first 
quarter of 2016 to 13.3per-
cent. From the report, there 
are about 4.5million unem-
ployed persons in the coun-
try (this would be from the 
employable category).

Nigeria’s currency, the 
naira, last week sold for as 
low as between N420 on the 
parallel market and N365 or 
there about on official inter-
bank rate.

NBS data revealed that 
Nigeria’s economy was last 
in recession in 1991; this last-
ed for less than a year. The 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG
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the right position to advise 
the government but this is 
my opinion and I think as a 
human being or a Nigerian, 
I am allowed to think aloud.

As it stands, extant eco-
nomic policies haven’t taken 
us far enough and it is time 
to retrace and see how to do 
things differently.

While I will not like to 
join critics who say the 
President may be bereft of 
ideas and as such this may 
be the reason for the same 
occurrence during his sec-
ond coming, I think a quote 
by foremost

industrialist Henry Ford 
puts it better: “The only 
real mistake is the one from 
which we learn nothing.”

Johnny Cash, an Ameri-
can singer, songwriter and 
author, also says: “You build 
on failure. You use it as a 
stepping stone. Close the 
door on the past. You don’t 
try to forget the mistakes, 
but you don’t dwell

on it. You don’t let it have 
any of your energy, or any 
of your time, or any of your 
space.”

Let us willfully leave the 
past and its failures where 
they belong- behind. But 
of course, you must show 
the tomorrow how not to 
be that yesterday’s ill (so 
the fight against corruption 
must go on).

Still, within the week 
some local airlines, Aero 
Contractors, and First Na-
tion suspended their opera-
tions. Not great news.

On the other side of 
things, the week ended on 
a somewhat smiley note 
when Facebook founder 
and one of the world’s bil-
lionaires visited the

Aso Rock for the Demo 
Day. His visit to Nigeria 
already broke the internet 
but his coming to the Villa 
may have sort of turned the 
President’s mind from the 
thought of recession and 
how to pull the

country out of it.
At least, he got to smile 

on a Friday. It is not easy to 
be the President of Nigeria!

country also experienced a 
prolonged recession from 
1982 until 1984. The country 
has not seen it

this bad in 29 years.
While government of-

ficials continue to blame 
unstable global oil prices, 
the Boko Haram scourge 
and the renewed agitation 
in the Niger Delta, I person-
ally think Nigerians have 
had enough of the blame 
game.

It is time to go back to the 
drawing board.

We accept that the past 
administrations did not save 
and so left the country in a 
kind of hollow situation as 
the oil prices started to dip, 
we also accept that some 
people looted the treasury 
and are now

being tried and made to 
return what they took but 
the question is where do we 
go from here?

It is time to look back at 
the economic blueprint you 
had in place before coming 
into power, that is if you 
already had any prepared. 
It is time to seek the best of 
hands and please help us 
drop the textbook

measures, it is different 
in real life scenarios, the 
Nigerian economy seems 
to be more complicated. You 
may want to consider more 
private sector involvement 
in your economic manage-
ment team. Can we also look 
at enhancing our own local 
production? Maybe states 
can collaborate

for product and market 
share? One state can have 
the product while the other 
has the market, so they can 
jointly fund it and transfer 
to the state with the market 
and maybe share the profit.

Can we please stop the 
turnaround maintenance of 
the refineries and probably 
concession or privatise them 
so that they can be better 
managed?

Is it possible the Central 
Bank and the Monetary 
Policy Committee with the 
approval of the President, of 
course, sit down and think 
through

prop erly b efore an-
nouncing new monetary 
and fiscal policies so that 
investors can see stability?

I may not be an econo-
mist and as such not be in 
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Lady Isioma Chukwuma, CIIN president, presenting a plaque on behalf of the institute to the deputy governor of Ogun 
State, Yetunde Onanuga, during The 2016 Insurance Professionals’ Forum In Abeokuta, Ogun State

Photo news

Goke Adeniyi, director of the company; Wole Adeniyi CEO, and Ikechukwu Onuorah, COO, all of ACI Entertainment, 
at the official launch of ACI Entertainment Company  in Lagos. 

L - R: Caterina Bortolussi, creative director, Kinabuti Fashion Label; Adesuwa Onyenokwe, publisher of TW Magazine; 
Kelechi Amadi-Obi, internationally acclaimed photographer, and Adeyosola Atere, head, brand management of First City 
Monument Bank (FCMB) Limited, with some of the contestants of this year’s edition of the Dare2Dream empowerment 
programme organised for youths by FCMB and Kinabuti Fashion Label. The mentoring session took place in Lagos 

L-R: Umujose Ayodele, divisional police officer for Lagos Island Police Station; Omotilewa Ibirogba, alternate chairman 
of the Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Responseteam, and Sherifat Solebo, A Member Of The Team, at a 
media parley in Lagos.



Borno lawmaker tipped as Dogara’s 
successor as NASS reconvenes Sept 20
…2016 budget padding dope test for Buhari’s anti-graft crusade – CSOs

S
ome interest groups 
within the House 
of Representatives 
have begun work 
on the likely succes-

sor of the current principal 
officers of the House of Rep-
resentatives, BDSUNDAY 
investigation revealed.

Already, a Borno State 
lawmaker has been tipped 
for the office of the number 
four citizen if the ongoing 
plans to oust Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara and other princi-
pal officers accused of pad-
ding the 2016 budget scale 
through. The lawmaker, who 
was seen within the National 
Assembly complex in recent 
times, has been holding se-
ries of meetings with his 
promoters.

Ac c ording to s ourc es 
privy to the workings of his 
succession plans, the law-
maker was one of the key 
contenders for the Deputy 
Speaker slot in line with 
proposition of the leadership 
of All Progressives Congress 
(APC) arrangement at the 
International Conference 
Centre, Abuja.

T h e  p o l i t i c k i n g  s u r -
rounding the removal of the 
Speaker is expected to reach 
climax on resumption from 
the annual recess on 20th 
September, 2016 at plenary.

According to Abdulmu-
min Jibrin, Speaker Dogara 
and his deputy, Yussuff La-
sun, Chief Whip Ado Dogu-
wa, and Minority Leader Leo 
Ogor allegedly distributed to 
themselves and few others 
N40 billion out of the N100 
billion allocated to the entire 
House.

He also accused them of 
inserting about N20 billion 
on wasteful projects in the 
budget, like the fraudulent 
nine roads sandwiched into 
four; while 10 committee 
chairs inserted about 2,000 
projects worth N284 billion 
in the budget.

Recall that some law-
makers under Transparency 
Group and Integrity Group 
within the rank and file of 
the House have expressed 
support for third-party in-
vestigation into the allegation 
with the view to sanitizing 
the institution.

While some believed that 
the underground moves by 
some of the anti-Dogara cau-

cus may fail as it may be 
difficult to mop up two-third 
majority that will impeach 
the Speaker, others are of the 
opinion that the response 
and body language of Mr. 
President to the allegation 
will determine the fate of the 
embattled Speaker.

One of the lawmakers 
who spoke with our cor-
respondent on condition of 
anonymity argued that noth-
ing can be achieved by the 
lawmakers who are currently 
spearheading the anti-cor-
ruption campaign on the 2016 
budget padding, without full 
enforcement of various secu-
rity and anti-graft agencies.

“You know that the Speak-
er only needs one-third of 
the entire votes of the 360 
members to scale the hurdles, 
and as far as I know, there is 
no way he won’t get that if 
he can get about 96 chairmen 
and vice chairmen of the 
committees to his side.

“But leaving sentiment 
out, the only way this can 
be achieved will be strongly 
determined if indicted for 
embezzlement or fraud by Ju-
dicial Commission of Inquiry 
or an Administrative Panel of 
Inquiry or a Tribunal set up 
under the Tribunals of Inqui-
ry Act, a Tribunals of Inquiry 
Law or any other law by the 
Federal or State Government 
which indictment has been 
accepted by the Federal or 
State Governments, respec-
tively, as provided by section 
66 of the Constitution,” the 
source said.

The resolution of the 
Presidential Advisory Com-
mittee on

Anti-Corruption chaired 
by Prof. Itse Sagay to kick-
start the investigation into 
the alleged 2016 budget pad-
ding has been applauded by 
a cross-section of Nigerians.

The ousted chairman of 
the House Committee on Ap-
propriations, Abdulmumin 
Jibrin, was on Wednesday 
invited by the Committee to 
substantiate all the allega-
tions levelled against the 
four principal officers of the 
House, including Speaker 
Dogara.

Some of the concerned 
personalities interviewed by 
BDSUNDAY unanimously 
noted that the present admin-
istration has so far paid lip-
service to most of its policies 
and programmes as encapsu-
lated in the inaugural speech.

Vivian Belonwu-Okafor, 
head, Social Action, who de-
scribed the budget padding 
probe as a dope test for Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s 
anti-graft crusade, urged 
the Presidency and relevant 
security agencies to put the 
interest of the country above 
personal or sectional inter-
ests.

“Even before now, it was 
more or less public knowledge 
that the National Assembly is 
a highly corrupt place. Tales 
of one corruption scandal 
or the other emanated from 
there every now and then 
which at a point no longer 
bothered much people any-
more; the credibility of both 
that institution and its mem-
bers were that debased.

“It was, for instance, taken 
for granted that you cannot 
as a ministry, agency or para-
statal take a budget proposal 
to the assembly and come 
out without trading some 
percentage of that budget to 
the members or committee of 
which your MDA falls under, 
it was indeed that bad.

“But with the coming on 
board of this administra-
tion, hopes were indeed high 
that all that would change, 
even if not drastically but 
at least with some marginal 
difference. And so when 

Hon. Jibrin came out with 
allegations of gross miscon-
duct regarding the budget, as 
Nigerians, firstly, we were not 
surprised; I mean, we were al-
ready used to such incidences 
but then, our hopes were 
high that this was going to be 
used to break the backbone 
of the corruption jinx in the 
National Assembly, more 
especially as we have in place 
an administration that both 
in words and body language 
espouses transparency and 
anti-corruption.

“However,  high level 
intrigues since the Jibrin 
allegation has left many 
totally disillusioned and 
disappointed. For an allega-
tion that bordered on abuse 
and breach of oath of office, 
such weighty matter should 
have got all relevant or-
gans of government acting 
while the persons involved 
subjected themselves to the 
laws of the land. This sadly 
wasn’t the case. Instead, 
the flicker of light offered 
as opportunity to deal with 
corruption in the National 
Assembly is being quenched 
with all the tacit support of 
state might.

“As the panel set up by the 
government to investigate the 
matter sets to task, we expect 
them to know that not only 

the present but history is 
their watch. This panel has 
the burden to either prove or 
disprove the Buhari admin-
istration’s anti-corruption 
stance/principle.

“As Nigerians, we expect 
honesty, we expect an ad-
judication that is devoid of 
sentiment, fear or favour. As a 
nation, we are watching to see 
if/how this happens, we will 
then know that we are living 
the change we say,” Belonwu-
Okafor stressed.

On his part, Ken Ukoha, 
president, National Asso-
ciation of Nigerian Traders 
(NANTS), who spoke via tele-
phone chat with BDSUNDAY 
argued that corruption was 
the bane of Nigeria’s develop-
ment and the current socio-
economic realities.

“This administration must 
know that our economy is in 
recession and what brought 
us to this point was corrup-
tion. So, Federal Government 
should be able to hold those 
who swallowed our com-
monwealth until they vomit 
all. If not we are giving way 
for another trouble if this cor-
ruption case is left untackled,” 
Ukoha said.

He also urged Nigerians 
whose taxes are being misap-
propriated to keep pressuring 
government to ensure ac-

countability and equity.
“I don’t think our Presi-

dent who more than 90 per-
cent of the citizens have seen 
as a credible person will be 
there and be quiet or docile 
until people misdirect or 
confuse him. This is a time 
when both the citizens and 
international community 
are watching to see what Mr. 
President will do and what 
action he will take.

“However, despite the ac-
tion Mr. President is taking 
or not, relevant agencies like 
ICPC and EFCC are indepen-
dent to take action. At least, 
if somebody who spills the 
beans said I was involved in 
corrupt practice and these are 
my co-travellers, that means 
he has surrendered himself 
for prosecution, so what are 
they waiting for?” he que-
ried considering the slow 
response of the anti-graft and 
security apparatus to invite 
all the parties involved.

Jibrin, who was accompa-
nied by heavy security to the 
secretariat of the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Anti-
Corruption at phase one of 
the Federal Secretariat, Abuja, 
vowed not to rest on his oars 
until justice is served on the 
accused lawmakers.

“If some members of the 
House of Representatives 
or Nigerians feel okay that 
a c orrupt p ers on should 
continue to call himself the 
number four citizen of this 
country, so be it. I have done 
my own part of it, I have 
exposed corruption, I have 
submitted petitions to the 
anti-corruption agencies 
and within what is

in my control and in the 
control of other members of 
the National Assembly that 
believe in this course, we 
would continue to do all that 
we can to ensure that justice 
is served on Speaker Dogara, 
Deputy Speaker Lasun and, of 
course, minority leader, Leo 
Ogor,” Jibrin stated.

The Kano State lawmaker 
argued that the ongoing cam-
paign was basically “to ensure 
that a very comprehensive 
reform is carried out in the 
House of Representatives 
to clean up the budgeting 
system and to clean up the 
activities of the House”.

“I keep saying that beyond 
the House, the country would 
be the biggest beneficiary and 
the winner at the end of the 
day,” Jibrin said.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja
 

Politics

Dogara

SUNDAYBD 18 Sunday 04 September  2016C002D5556



T
he 1992 Act 
setting up the 
National Hous-
ing Fund (NHF) 

provides, in part, that the 
Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria (FMBN) makes 
mortgage loans available 
to low income earners, 
through the primary 
mortgage banks of their 
choice at ‘affordable’ 
interest rate.

The Act specifically 
provides that NHF loans 
should be given to loan 
applicants at 6 percent 
interest rate and for 
between 20 and 30 years 
repayment tenure. Expec-
tation was that with this, 
a lot more low income 
earners would enter the 
mortgage facility net.

Since inception up to 
date, NHF loan advance 

CHUKA UROKO est rate structures for 
different sectors of the 
economy and within 
that period, lending to 
the housing sector was 
as low as 7 to 8 percent 
which underscored the 
importance attached to 
the sector.

He recalls further that 
suddenly after the N25 
billion capital base for 
the commercial banks, 
the desire to survive led 
everybody into playing 
games in order to maxi-
mise returns and to get 
the best for the funds in 
their hands.

“People discovered that 
the place to do that was in 
mortgage and consumer fi-
nancing. It was discovered 
also that the area of least 
resistance after consumer 
financing was mortgage. 
So, at the end of the day, 
everybody is doing the 
same thing,” he says.

to beneficiaries of the 
fund and real estate 
developers is still not en-
couraging, which means 
the number of those who 
have been able to access 
the loans is very small. 
For a country where 
homeownership is a big 
issue, the number, which 
is not readily available or 
dependable where it is, 
the situation can only be 
described as critical.

Attempts have been 
made by mortgage experts 
to explain this and this at-
tempt threw up a number 
of factors, ranging from 
stringent loan conditions 
to poverty and/or low 
per capita income in the 
country which is estimat-
ed to be less than $1 per 
day among low income 
earners.

‘Scarcity’ or un-afford-
ability of mortgage loans 
is attributed to high inter-

est rate while poverty is 
the main reason low in-
come earners are unable 
to take up NHF loan even 
at 6 percent interest rate.

In Nigeria, people classi-
fied as low income earners 
are those who earn less 
than N20,000 per month 
and even officially, mini-
mum wage in the country 
is less than N20,000, 
which puts these people 
under pressure and makes 
them able to cater for only 
their feeding.

“Even at 6 percent 
interest rate charged by 
FMBN on NHF loan, ac-
cessing mortgage is still 
a big problem because, at 
the age of 30, collecting 
N5 million loan means 
the applicant is going 
to repay at N30,000 to 
N40,000 a month and the 
question is, how many 
Nigerians can do this?” 
queries Anthony Owuye, 

a mortgage finance 
expert.

Owuye laments that 
the many home products 
from mortgage banks are 
yet to translate into in-
creased housing stock in 
the country, noting that 
the mortgage market has 
really seen quite a good 
number of products and 
this ‘proliferation’ could 
be blamed on business 
survival.

Adeniyi Akinlusi, 
managing director/chief 
executive officer, Trust-
bond Mortgages Plc, 
notes that with an esti-
mated per capita income 
of about N195,000 or 
$1,500, many households 
find it difficult to access 
mortgage.

According to him, the 
current average cost of 
1-bedroom unit (with-
out land) is put at N1.5 
million, and at 20 per-

cent loan to value (LTV) 
ratio of N300,000 and 
N1.2 million mortgage, 
the expected monthly 
repayment at 15 percent 
(which is unimaginable) 
for 15 years is N16,795.05, 
which is higher than 
monthly per capita in-
come of N16,250.

As at today, interest rate 
on mortgage loan is in the 
region of 18-20 percent 
and after all the charges, 
one would be talking 
about 22 percent and 
above. This high percent-
age cannot mobilize the 
mortgage sector in this 
country. Even at 10 per-
cent interest rate, the level 
of income in the country 
cannot still support it.

Owuye recalls that 
many years ago, when 
the economy and the 
financial system were 
highly regulated, there 
were different inter-
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O
ur world is 
disoriented. 
Everything 
is in disarray. 
We have pro-

gressively lost a sense of 
right and wrong. We have 
lost our humanity, that 
aspect of us that makes us 
empathise with others in 
their time of difficulty or 
need, that makes us our 
brother’s keeper, and we 
have supplanted it with a 
callous, unthinking, un-
feeling cruelty. We have 
lost our sense of the sacred. 
We have no respect for the 
living; we have no respect 
for the sick, the dying and 
the dead. We have lived up 
to the saying that a corpse 
is but a log of wood to an 
unconcerned passer-by. 
Indeed, we have gone past 
that stage described in 
William Butler Yeats’ ‘The 

And we sink deeper 
down the cesspool

Second Coming’, where 
“mere anarchy is loosed 
upon the world”.

Every day takes us 
deeper into the cesspool. 
And the danger is that we 
do not even seem to know 
it. It was the advent of so-
cial media that nailed the 
coffin. The social media, 
with its almost absolute 
freedom and democratisa-
tion of information flow, 
has made it possible for 
content that would oth-
erwise be banned in the 
mainstream media to now 
find its way into the public 
domain.

Every day on Facebook, 
you wake up to behold 
several manifestations of 
abuse of social media in 
the form of gory pictures 
that Nigerians post. The 
other day a friend of mine 
made the following post 
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on Facebook: “I don’t un-
derstand why Nigerians 
delight in decorating their 
timelines with graphic pic-
tures of dead bodies. You 
wake up to all manner of 
gruesome pictures of acci-
dent victims and victims of 
vicious attacks. See, listen 
up, this is not right... Even 
the dead deserve some 
respect.”

Indeed, you cannot but 
begin to read some sadistic 
meaning into some of the 
things mostly young Nige-
rians do on social media. 
Someone is attending a 
burial of a so-called loved 
one and in place of the 
tears that should be shed 
for the deceased, that ordi-
narily would blindfold the 
bereaved from even think-
ing straight, some phone-
camera wielding mourner 
brandishes a camera, takes 

several shots of the corpse 
lying in state and, fiam, 
everything is on Facebook 
within seconds. What for? 
Are corpses supposed to be 
for public spectacle?

A n o t h e r  N i g e r i a n 
stumbles on an accident 
scene. Several bodies are 
littered everywhere, some 
stone dead, limbs and oth-
er body parts scattered 
here and there; others still 
oozing fresh blood but 
conscious nonetheless, 
with chances of survival if 
given immediate attention. 
But that’s not the concern 
of the young man or lady. 
Rather than call for help, 
they pick up their phone, 
activate the camera and 
take several shots of fel-
low human beings, both 
dead and dying, and post 
on Facebook, and then 
add a note: ‘Happening 
live at Ajah Roundabout’. 
Some might even take a 
selfie and add a note: ‘Me 
posing with some accident 
victims at Ijesha Bus-stop’. 
How nice!

People get to a crime 
scene and what’s on their 
mind is to take shots of 
those shot down by armed 
robbers or armed rob-
bers killed by the police. 
They’re not wired to call 
the police, even if the po-
lice do not have a history 
of responding to emer-
gency calls in record time.

And the absurd part 

is the amazing rate at 
which these nauseating 
pictures go viral on the 
internet. Once it drops, 
the hundreds of illiterate, 
untrained, unskilled kobo-
kobo bloggers would feast 
on it like flies on a heap of 
faeces with their one-one 
line stories that make you 
want to throw up, and the 
“collective children of an-
ger” would like it and share 
it as if their life depends on 
it. You ask, what are they 
sharing? What are they 
liking? The suffering of 
others or the death of their 
enemies?

That was how they 
shared the picture of the 
butchered body of Eunice 
Elisha, a 42-¬year-¬old 
mother of seven and an as-
sistant pastor with the Re-
deemed Christian Church 
of God (RCCG), who was 
murdered while preach-
ing around Gbazango-
¬West area of Kubwa in 
the Bwari Area Council of 
the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT). That was how 
they shared the picture of 
Mayowa Ahmed, an ovar-
ian cancer patient who 
eventually lost the battle, 
in her lowest moments. 
That’s how they’ve been 
sharing gory pictures of 
several people killed by 
Fulani herdsmen in many 
parts of Nigeria. That’s 
how they’ve been spread-
ing stark naked pictures of 

alleged petty thieves, men 
and women alike, caught 
in the uncensored web of 
jungle justice. As if sharing 
these pictures makes them 
reach orgasm quicker.

Do we need a micro-
phone or an amplifier to 
announce to young Nigeri-
ans (and even some old pa-
pas and mamas who think 
through their nether re-
gions) that it is mean, cruel 
and demeaning to post pic-
tures of fellow human be-
ings in their weakest and 
most vulnerable state? Is it 
a case of an idle mind being 
the devil’s workshop? Is it 
a case of commercialising 
other people’s heartaches? 
Is it that death has been 
demystified, that we have 
seen so many deaths in 
the last few years, in the 
hands of Boko Haram and 
the herdsmen, that we 
no longer care? Is it an 
affirmation of the saying 
that life is cheap in Nige-
ria? Or maybe they don’t 
know that anything that 
goes on the internet can-
not be recalled? You can 
delete your original post, 
but what about those who 
have shared it like balls of 
akara at the bus-stop?

You may continue to 
blame the government for 
not providing jobs for these 
youngsters. My concern is 
that the way we’re going, 
we may soon descend into 
the dark age of cannibalism.

NHF, mortgage loans 
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T
hough appropriate, the word 
“novel” arguably understates the 
import of President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s decision to saddle Baba-
tunde Fashola with three highly 

demanding portfolios in his cabinet, namely 
Power, Works and Housing. I am making this 
observation after reading the interesting piece 
by Uche Aneke entitled “Power sector: Great 
Expectations from Fashola,” published in The 
Guardian of December 9, 2015, in which An-
eke – the General Manager, Public Affairs, of 
the Nigerian Electricity Management Services 
Agency (NEMSA) – makes reference to the 
“novel way in which portfolios were assigned” 
by President Buhari, as shown by the three 
portfolios assigned to Fashola.

Beyond its novelty, President Buhari’s 
decision can be compared to hitching three 
harnesses to one horse, whereas the normal 
thing is to attach just one harness to one horse. 
The expectation is that it would have to be a 
wonder horse – with supernatural strength 
– to be able to perform efficiently while draw-
ing the three harnesses simultaneously. And 
some may wonder why link three harnesses 
to one horse in a country where there is a 
surplus of horses to which the other two har-
nesses could have been tied, creating more 
employment for horses.

So the critics of the decision may portray it 
as liable to cause inherent inefficiency across 
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Oke, a former staff of National Electric 

Power Authority (NEPA) and a public af-
fairs analyst, lives in Abuja.

the three portfolios which, incidentally, has not 
been the case with the power sector. And I speak 
for the power sector out of close familiarity, 
having been engaged in the sector in various 
capacities for over thirty years, and consider-
ing its state before Fashola’s appointment as 
Minister of Power.

But then, supporters of the decision may 
justify it by citing the saying that the reward for 
success is more work, and base the justification 
on what Aneke called “the miracle of Lagos trans-
formation” – a reference to Fashola’s impressive 
record as a former governor of Lagos State, argu-
ably the most populous, complex, advanced and 
infrastructurally developed state in the country.

They would argue that if Fashola could trans-
form Lagos State into what it was at the end of his 
two terms as governor, then transforming the 
power sector should be a lesser task to him. Also, 
that running Lagos State should be more chal-
lenging than running three federal ministries.

And so that President Buhari did not err in 
assigning three ministries to him considering his 
record of achievement, even though the critics of 
the decision may still counter it with the African 
saying that you should not heap rocks on the 
head of a child because you believe he is strong.

For me the enthusiasm of this defence 
stems from a lack of understanding that man-
aging the Nigerian power sector alone is more 
demanding than managing Lagos State. And it 
shouldn’t take a long exposition to explain why 
even to a layman. For instance, the geographical 
area covered by the power sector, and which 
come under the supervision of a Minister of 
Power, encompasses the whole thirty-six states, 
including Lagos, whereas the geographical area 
covered by Lagos State is just itself.

And with the way the power system is net-
worked – especially the transmission network 
– a problem at one location, say the National 
Control Centre (NCC) at Oshogbo, can have 

nationwide impact like system failure which 
would throw the entire country into blackout, 
and may require the minister’s intervention on 
something like a national scale to be resolved. 
But problems in Lagos State are more likely to 
be confined within its borders than have such 
nationwide impact.

The same for generation: even when a 
problem originates from a remote location or a 
single or few states like the recent vandalisation 
of power and gas infrastructure, the impact of 
a drastic decline in power generation sends 
shocks through the grid and nationwide, with 
the attendant distress to the citizenry.

In this sense, Lagos State is a microcosm 
of the power sector. And a Minister of Power 
in trying to solve problems in the power sector 
usually deals with a national headache com-
pared to the far less severe state headaches that 
state governors have to contend with, including 
Lagos State.

In effect, if Fashola succeeds as Minister 
of Power, which I believe he will, if given the 
necessary support, it should be considered a 
far greater achievement than his success as 
governor of Lagos State. And if he does this 
while successfully managing the two additional 
ministries, then it would qualify to be consid-
ered a phenomenal achievement.

However, considering the enormity of the 
issues in the power sector, he would need to 
set realistic goals while Nigerians must equally 
have realistic expectations in order for his 
success in the sector to be recognizable. These 
issues spread beyond the entire gamut of its 
generation, transmission of distribution sub-
sectors to include such rather ancillary issues 
like inadequate metering, poor compliance of 
generation and distribution companies with the 
terms of the agreements they signed with the 
Nigerian government as part of the privatisation 
programme under the power sector reform, etc.

In his said piece, Aneke makes a rather 
exhaustive list of such issues and recommends 
them for the minister’s attention. While this is 
understandable, judging by the equally under-
standable impatience of the average Nigerian 
to have steady and reliable power supply, it 
exposes the minister to the risk of trying to 
tackle too many problems at once and ending 
up not solving any decisively.

So it would be a better and more strategic 
approach for the minister to concentrate on a 
few major issues and solving them so irrevers-
ibly that the impact would be felt across the 
entire value chain of the Nigerian Electricity 
Supply Industry (NESI) and especially by Ni-
gerian electricity customers.

In doing this, however, some fundamentals 
would have to be recognised for purposes of 
prioritising. For instance, that all other develop-
ments in the sector revolve around the avail-
ability of generated power. Unless you generate 
power you would have no such commodity to 
transmit, distribute, meter or sale.

And I believe Fashola’s success as Minister 
or Power would be most recognisable if he 
gives priority attention to growing the country’s 
power generation commensurately with its 
transmission and distribution capacities so as 
to increase and stabilise the quantum of power 
available to Nigerians. Even if he achieves this 
only by ensuring the delivery of all the 4,775 
megawatts expected from the NIPP plants which 
would increase the country’s power generation 
currently around 4,000 megawatts to above 8,000 
megawatts, it would be an historic achievement.     

The expectation that he can solve all the 
problems is unrealistic. But I believe he can 
make considerable and lasting impact by focus-
ing on a few of the major problems, and leave 
room for others to focus on other problems after 
he might have done his best and completed his 
tenure as Minister of Power.

C002D5556
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A
pril 15th 2014 would for 
long remain a watershed 
in the history of our dear 
nation. On the night of 
that fateful day, some 

mindless and notorious agents of 
darkness murdered sleep when 
they stormed Government College 
Chibok, Borno State and abducted 
260 girls from the school. They 
broke into the school pretending 
to be guards on a mission to rescue 
the girls from insurgent attack. The 
dastardly act was met with outrage 
and wide condemnations across the 
world. Indeed, some of the leading 
nations of the world offered to help 
in rescuing the girls.

In the heat of the girls’ abduction 
and amid the erstwhile President 
J o n a t h a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s 
lackadaisical handling of the 
situation, a renowned 17 year old 
Pakistan child right activist, Malala, 
visited the country to meet with the 
former President on the plight of the 
Chibok girls.

Over two years since the sad 
abduction of the girls, they are 
yet to be found. Their parents are 

Over the last 25 years, thanks 
partly to a coordinated global 
effort to fight infectious 

d i s e a s e s,  i n c l u d i n g  m a l a r i a , 
tuberculosis (TB), HIV/AIDS, and 

FG, BBOG and the Chibok girls
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understandably distraught while 
some of the groups crusading 
for their liberation are equally 
reasonably perturbed. One of such 
groups is the Bring Back Our Girls 
(BBOG) which has been in the 
vanguard of civil actions aimed 
at ensuring the girls’ freedom. 
Without a doubt, the BBOG has 
been consistent in ensuring that the 
issue of the Chibok girls remains in 
public domains. But for the group, 
the matter could have died a natural 
death as it is usually the case in our 
clime.

It  could b e  af f i r me d,  to  a 
reasonable extent, that the activities 
of the group was partly responsible 
for the demise of the Jonathan 
administration. The group was 
so obdurate in its attack of the 
Jonathan administration, over what 
it considered the latter’s amateurish 
way of handling the Chibok girls’ 
affairs that some analysts were 
quick to hint that the group might be 
clandestinely working for the then 
opposition APC.

But then, recent development 
seems to have rubbished such claim 
as the BBOG is ready to fully bare its 
pangs on the Buhari administration.

Presently, there seems to be no 
love lost between the group and 
the Federal Government, FG. Few 
days back, protesting members 
of the group led by former federal 
minister, Dr. Oby Ezekwesili were 
reportedly bared from gaining access 
into the Presidential Villa by Security 
operatives. Since then, the group 
has been unrelenting and scathing 

in its criticism of the Buhari led 
government.

Its leader and Co-founder, Dr. 
Ezekwesili has been particularly 
piercing in her denunciation of the 
federal government. A few days 
ago, she mockingly denounced a 
military report which suggested 
that Shekau, leader of the Boko 
Haram militant group might have 
been killed or wounded in military 
aerial bombardment. She said: “We 
have heard such news four times 
over but we are yet to see our girls”. 
Similarly, Dr. Ezekwesili recently 
told President Buhari to stop giving 
excuses on the abducted Chibok 
girls still in captivity. In another 
development, Dr. Ezekwesili asked 
President Buhari to immediately 
tender his resignation letter, over 
his failure to rescue the abducted 
Chibok Girls. Parents of the abducted 
Chibok girls were equally reported to 
have expressed regret at voting for 
President Buhari during the last 
national election.

Now, based on the foregoing, 
it is important, at this juncture 
to highlight certain realities on 
the subject. One, no one should 
begrudge the BBOG and other 
such groups as well as individuals 
canvassing for the freedom of the 
Chibok girls. But for their efforts, it 
is unlikely for the issue to still be in 
the  ront burner. Here, we don’t really 
value the sanctity of the human 
life. So, the BBOG has done well by 
keeping the memories of the girls’ 
plight in our consciousness. It is a 
necessary thing to do.

Two, the FG should not see the 
group and other such movements as 
enemies of the government. Rather, 
they should be commended for 
taking it upon themselves to crusade 
for the girls’ rescue. They are like 
the conscience of the nation. They 
should not be silenced. Thus, the 
FG should be more open minded 
and creative in dealing with the 
BBOG and other such groups. Acts 
such as sending Security Operatives 
to block them from gaining access 
to the Presidential Villa should, as 
much as possible, be discouraged. 
The least the government could is 
to decently engage with the group. 
This is a democracy; the BBOG has 
a right to its position on any issue of 
national interest while government is 
equally entitled to stating its position 
on such through institutionalized 
means and platforms.

Having said this, it is, however, 
very crucial for the BBOG to be 
more discreet in its intervention 
over the Chibok girls’ affairs. As 
things currently stand, needless 
grandstanding and other such ‘aluta’ 
acts might not really help. Our 
nation is currently passing through 
very tough times, which are in 
reality not a creation of this present 
government and, as such, everything 
must be done to ensure that the 
polity isn’t unduly heated up. It is 
important, at this moment, that we 
avoid all acts that could distract the 
government from focusing on the 
herculean task of healing the land.

To me, asking the President to 
resign over the Chibok girls concern 

is quite a needless distraction. For 
one, issues involved in the release of 
the girls could at best be considered 
as sensitive. Thus, they are not 
what government could possibly 
be discussing publicly. When the 
American government was to finally 
nab Bin Laden, it was not done by 
first discussing with stakeholders 
or through a referendum. It is 
strictly a security affair. Therefore, 
it will be counterproductive for the 
government to start stating what it 
is doing to rescue the girls on the 
pages of newspapers or via the social 
media.

Second, more than the immediate 
past government, the Buhari 
administration has sufficiently 
demonstrated that it has what it 
takes to dislodge Boko Haram. It was, 
indeed, the previous administration’s 
careless handling of the insurgent 
that actually complicated the rescue 
of the Chibok girls. Today, thanks to 
decisive military operations, Boko 
Haram no longer has the capacity to 
strike as it used to. It is to the credit 
of the Buhari government that no 
part of the country is still under the 
control of the group, unlike what 
obtained in the past.

Therefore,  the BBO G must 
continue to engage the government 
more tactfully on the issue. Though, 
it could come up with suggestions 
on how to rescue our girls, such must 
be done discreetly with relevant 
government agencies. Perhaps, 
more importantly, BBOG must trust 
the resolve of the Buhari government 
to rescue our girls. God bless Nigeria.

polio, childhood mortality rates have 
been reduced by 50%, and average 
life expectancy has increased by 
more than six years. Moreover, the 
share of the world’s population living 
in extreme poverty has been halved. 
These are major achievements, 
but they have brought a new set of 
challenges that must urgently be 
addressed.

As lives have gotten longer and 
lifestyles have changed, non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) 
like diabetes, cardiovascular disease, 
cancer, and respiratory ailments have 
taken hold, becoming far and away 
the world’s leading causes of death. 
While about 3.2 million people died 
from malaria, TB, or HIV/AIDS in 
2014, more than 38 million died from 
NCDs. And the death toll continues 
to rise.

Consider diabetes, one of the 
fastest-growing NCDs. According to 
a recent World Health Organization 
report, diabetes killed 1.5 million 
people in 2012, about the same 
number as TB. But while TB deaths 
have declined by half since 1990, 
the impact of diabetes is rising fast. 
In 1980, 108 million people were 
living with diabetes, a rate of about 
one person in 20; today, more than 
400 million, or one in 12, have the 
disease.

Contrary to popular perception of 
NCDs as diseases of the affluent, they 

disproportionately affect the poor in 
countries at all stages of economic 
development, but especially low- and 
middle-income countries. Indeed, 
according to the WHO report, more 
than 80% of diabetes-related deaths 
occur outside the high-income 
countries. One reason for this is that 
type 2 diabetes, the more common 
variant, is associated with lifestyle 
factors, such as inactivity, obesity, 
poor diet, and smoking, that are 
often more common among the less 
affluent.

Making matters worse, in poorer 
communities, tools and medicines 
to diagnose and treat diabetes are 
scarce and often priced beyond 
people’s means. A recent study 
authored by PATH, with support 
from Novo Nordisk, showed that, in 
some cases, just one-third of public 
health facilities had insulin in stock, 
and only one in four had testing 
strips available to monitor diabetes. 
In Ghana, 15 days’ wages pays for a 
30-day supply of just two of the drugs 
needed to prevent complications.

These failings mean that almost 
half of diabetes cases outside 
wealthy countries are undiagnosed 
or inadequately managed. This has 
significant human and economic 
consequences. Diabetes requires 
lifelong treatment, and the earlier 
it is detected and care begins, the 
better the outcome. Untreated, 

diabetes causes conditions that make 
it impossible to work and often lead 
to early death.

What will it take to ensure that 
people have the tools and medicines 
to diagnose, treat, and monitor 
diabetes?

Fo r  s t a r t e r s ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s 
and donors must acknowledge 
the disproportionate impact of 
diabetes on poor communities and 
focus greater attention and funding 
on prevention and treatment. 
Prevention programs that promote 
healthier diets and exercise can lower 
the prevalence of type 2 diabetes and 
reduce complications for those who 
have the disease. And investment 
in health-care systems in low- and 
middle-income countries can help 
them to adapt to the increasing 
burden of lifelong diseases such as 
diabetes.

T h e  c o s t  i s s u e ,  t o o,  m u s t 
urgently be addressed. We must 
tackle deficiencies in distribution 
systems that limit access to drugs 
and diagnostics, driving up costs. 
This will require better forecasting, 
planning, and distribution; more 
effective negotiation of prices; and 
limits on markups.

M o r e o v e r,  w e  m u s t  i n v e s t 
in research and development of 
low-cost diabetes treatments and 
diagnostic tools that are suited 
for low-resource environments. 

Smart collaborative projects that 
bring innovative thinkers from 
nonprofits, academia, and the 
private sector together to create 
effective, affordable, and appropriate 
solutions are desperately needed.

Diabetes is not unique among 
NCDs. Essential medicines and 
technologies for diagnosing and 
treating heart disease, cancer, 
and respiratory ailments are also 
significantly less available and 
proportionally more expensive for 
people in low- and middle-income 
countries than they are for those 
in the rich world. This disparity 
prompted the medical journal The 
Lancet to call the NCD crisis the 
“social justice issue of our time.”

Unless we take action, the crisis 
will only become more serious. The 
WHO expects that, from 2010 to 2020, 
deaths from NCDs will grow by 15%, 
with the majority occurring in low- 
and middle- income countries.

Today, just 1% of global health 
financing goes to NCD-related 
programs. This must change – and 
fast. Otherwise, the remarkable gains 
made in improving global health in 
the last 25 years will be overwhelmed 
by a rising tide of people who suffer 
and die from chronic diseases that 
we know how to prevent and treat.

(c): Project Syndicate
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F
or a journalist covering 
the National Assem-
bly, there is no alibi in 
missing a report that 
the much publicised 

bill seeking to give President 
Muhammadu Buhari emergency 
powers is already before the Red 
Chamber.

In fact, doing so would defi-
nitely earn a reporter ‘e-query’ 
(query issued and received via 
e-mail). With the influence of the 
Internet in our everyday lives, 
reporters have been hired, fired, 
promoted through e-mails, even 
as the days of fax journalism are 
over.

And so, I got an adrenaline 
rush last week when one of my 
reliable sources at the National 
Assembly informed me that the 
‘Emergency Powers Bill’ just ar-
rived the Senate.

Coincidentally, it was the 
same day the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) confirmed that 
Nigeria was in its worst economic 

recession in 29 years.
Although earlier reports had 

indicated that the proposal would 
be presented to the National As-
sembly upon resumption on Sep-
tember 20, I wasted no time in not 
only photocopying the document 
but also sending a slug to my 
bureau chief about the develop-
ment. Not satisfied, I put a phone 
call to her about my findings. She 
cut short the conversation by ask-
ing that I immediately send the 
story, as I noticed from her voice 
that she was under pressure prob-
ably writing the recession story, 
while also attending to inquiries 
from our Lagos head office.

One common attribute about 
bills (whether executive, mem-
ber’s or private) is that they all 
have objectives. It tells you the 
thrust of the proposal. In my 
quest to send the story as quickly 
as possible, since deadline was 
fast approaching, I ignored the 
long title of the bill, proceeded 
to the objective and got a rude 
shock: “The objective of the Act 
is to make provision for the dec-
laration of a State of Emergency 
in Nigeria or any part thereof 
subject to the provisions of the 
Constitution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria and provide for 
the general administration of an 
emergency area”.

It then dawned on me that this 
proposal is not the Emergency 
Economy Stabilisation Bill 2016, 
but a bill for an Act to repeal the 
Emergency Powers Act of 1961.

Also, it was not sponsored 
by the Executive as earlier mis-

construed but by the Chairman, 
Senate Committee on Finance 
John Owan Enoh (PDP, Cross 
River Central).

I then called my source to 
thank him for the privilege of 
furnishing me with the docu-
ment and informed him of the 
misinterpretation. I also sent a 
text to my bureau chief to express 
my apologies about my error.

Sometimes, journalists throw 
caution to the wind in their quest 
to break a story.

The explanatory memoran-
dum revealed that the bill seeks 
to repeal the Emergency Powers 
Act, 1961 and provide for the dec-
laration of a State of Emergency, 
provide for the general admin-
istration of an emergency area, 
search, arrest without warrant 
and detention of persons in the 
emergency area; prohibition of 
public processions, demonstra-
tions and meetings and imposi-
tion of curfew in the area.

Furthermore, the proposal 
seeks to control an explosives and 
declaration of protected places 
and control of persons in the 
protected places.

This is in contrast to the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilisation 
Bill which seeks to abridge the 
procurement process to support 
stimulus spending on critical 
sectors of the economy; make 
orders to favour local contrac-
tors/suppliers in contract awards; 
abridge the process of sale or lease 
of government assets to gener-
ate revenue; allow virement of 
budgetary allocation to projects 

that are urgent, without going 
back to the National Assembly; 
amend certain laws, such as 
the Universal Basic Education 
Commission (UBEC) Act, so that 
states that cannot access their 
cash trapped in the accounts of 
the commission because they 
cannot meet the counterpart 
funding, can do so; embark on 
radical reforms in visa issuance 
at Nigeria’s consular offices and 
on arrival in the country and to 
compel some agencies of govern-
ment like the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC), the National 
Agency for Foods Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC) and 
others to improve on their turn 
around operation time for the 
benefit of business.

The objectives of the execu-
tive bill on the economy include 
shoring up the value of the naira, 
creation of more jobs, boosting 
of foreign reserves, reviving the 
manufacturing sector and im-
proving power.

Analysts have advocated di-
vergent opinions on how best to 
stimulate the economy and get 
Nigeria out of recession.

For the Presidency, one way 
for the country to exit the cur-
rent economic hardship is the 
passage of the 2016 budgets of 
38 revenue generating agencies 
by the National Assembly. To 
this end, President Muhammadu 
Buhari has urged the National 
Assembly to expedite action on 
the passage of statutory budgets 
for the agencies.

Senior Special Assistant to the 

President on National Assembly 
Matters (Senate) Ita Enang sub-
mitted that passage of the bud-
gets would also create employ-
ment opportunities in different 
agencies and parastatals. 

The President, he disclosed, 
had assented to the N241billion 
2016 Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) budget.

Economic bills passed by the 
Senate awaiting the concurrence 
of the lower legislative chamber 
include the Public Procurement 
Act (Amendment) Bill, Electronic 
Transaction Bill, Agriculture 
Credit Scheme Bill, Debt Re-
covery and Insolvency Bill and 
Nigeria Railway Act (Amend-
ment) Bill.

Shortly before the National 
Assembly embarked on annual 
recess in July this year, President 
Buhari sought its approval for the 
passage of budgets of 38 federal 
agencies, including the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), Nigeria Immigration 
Service (NIS), Nigeria Customs, 
Federal Inland Revenue Service 
(FIRS), Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC), Bureau of 
Public Enterprises (BPE), amongst 
others.

However, Senate President 
Bukola Saraki referred the pro-
posals to the Appropriation Com-
mittee, which referred same to 
the sub-committees. 

But the sub-committees are 
expected to invite the agencies 
for budget defence upon resump-
tion on September 20.

Day Emergency Powers Bill ‘arrived’ Senate  

L
ike never before, the 
economic hardship 
staring every Nigerian 
in the face is also taking 

its toll on staff of the National 
Assembly. As at Friday, none of 
the lifts in the Senate wing was 
functioning,

while the staffers com-
plained of scarcity of water 
within the section of the 
complex. I gathered that most 
contractors who executed 
projects under the immediate 
Clerk of the National Assembly 
(CNA) have been told to look 
elsewhere for the payment of 
outstanding payments.

Likewise, the backlog of 
stipends or allowances for the 
security details from various 
agencies including Nigerian 
Police, Department of State Se-
curity (DSS), Nigerians Security 
and Civil Defense Corps

(NSCDC) as Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC) may also be 
affected.

The collapse of most of the 
facilities was predicted by the 
former Deputy Speaker, Emeka 
Ihedioha at the valedictory 
meeting held with the Legislative 

Correspondents sometime in July 
2015. The approved budget for 
the National Assembly including 
National Assembly Commission, 
National Public Complaint and 
Nigerian Institute of

Legislative Studies (NILS) 
can’t take care of the bills of the 
institutions if out aside with 
what goes into the Presidency. 
I’m aware that the amount al-
located to the Legislative arm on 
yearly basis

declined from N150 billion in 
2014, to N120 billion in 2015 and 
currently slipped to N115 billion.

But the challenge at hand 
is: the secrecy in the utilisation 
of the funds. At least, there is 
usually a breakdown of the 
sub-heads that these monies ap-
proved for the Presidency will 
be expended on. This was a ma-
jor component of the anti-graft 
campaign of the ousted chair-
man of the House Committee on 
Appropriations, Abdulmumin 
Jibrin against the Speaker and 
three other principal officers. 
For the discerning minds,

Jibrin can’t be exonerated 
from all these allegations be-
cause he was part of the system. 

What is different is simply his 
resolve to repent from the old 
way and turn a new leaf. At 
least, Judas never had the

opportunity of repenting; 
this we should applaud, come 
what may. The ball is now in 
the court of the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Anti-
Corruption who met with Jibrin 
last Wednesday in Abuja. Like-
wise, much is expected from the 
two anti-corruption agencies: 
Independent

Corrupt Practices and other 
Related Offences Commission 
(ICPC) and Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
to swing into action

without further delay. While 
I believe that there’s no need for 
the accused lawmakers to panic 
over the allegations, it is certain 
that they remain innocent until 
they are convicted by a Court of 
competent

jurisdiction which is the final 
arbiter and “hope of common 
man,” (common saying). I can 
never believe that Jibrin can 
claim to be innocent of all these 
as there are several allegations 
being compiled

against him on some constit-
uency projects executed in the 
nearest past. Details of all these 
are expected by the aggrieved 
principal officers to present 
against him, more so those 
which provoke the anger

of majority of the lawmakers 
who were insistent on his sack.

Never forget also that the 
D-Day is drawing nearer when 
the lawmakers will converge on 
the floor of the House to either 
uphold the oath of office they 
swore to or otherwise. At all the 
legislative meetings, they always 
recite a prayer “Almighty God, 
Ruler of heaven and earth, we 
beseech Thee to inspire and guide 
all our counsels and actions so

that we may always work 
in the path of justice, love and 
charity to one another. Help us 
with thy grace to do only things 
that will promote the unity, 
happiness and prosperity of 
Nigeria, amen.” The only way to 
solve the perennial crisis facing 
this country lies in the total war 
against corruption! Without 
it, nothing meaningful can be 
achieved even if we generate all 
the monies from oil and non-oil 

sectors. Everybody must be 
ready to take responsibility for 
his or her

action especially at leader-
ship level. Political officer hold-
ers and well as public servants 
in various ministries, depart-
ments and agencies should also 
be made accountable by giving 
stewardship of all

their actions during the years 
of service. There should not be 
sacred cows going forward. All 
the agencies of government 
must function

without being subjective to 
anyone if Nigeria is going to be a 
better place for us all.

National Assembly and collapsed infrastructure
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Is Nigeria under the control of undertak-
ers? Are we nearing the Armageddon?  
What is really happening? We looked 

for change but we are getting challenges; 
we looked for breath of fresh air, but we 
are breathing the most polluted of air. 
Those who gave us confidence before the 
election; those who told us all would be 
well just after May 29, those who said that 
Nigeria would be an Eldorado and that the 
APC was the messiah, the only hope, and 
by their smooth oratorical prowess we fell 
flat; those who led us to the polling centres 

and cajoled us to cast our vote for a broom, 
promising that the sweeping gadget would 
wipe away, in a jiffy, our poverty, misery, 
insecurity, hopelessness, unemployment 
and every negative thing that had beset 
our lives before the presidential election 
day; they told us to ignore a leaking huge 
umbrella that has so torn that it no longer 
provides the needed shade for even those 
holding it. All these people who were 
shouting out words and manufacturing 
adjectives to describe every adverse situa-
tion in the immediate past administration, 

Weep, beloved countryman

Pray, how many times would Shekau 
die? Who is the military trying to 
deceive by the way? They keep 

on announcing the killing of Abubakar 
Shekau as if the man has nine lives! Since 
last year, Shekau has been reportedly 
killed four times by the military. It has 
become so irritating that Obiageli Eze-
kwesili, one of the leaders of the Bring 
Back Our Girls (BBOG) campaign, chided 
the military, it has “triumphantly” an-
nounced the killing of Abubakar Shekau, 
leader of the Boko Haram, on four occa-
sions yet it hasn’t managed to rescue the 
abducted Chibok girls. I join Ezekwesili 
and other well-meaning Nigerians to ad-
monish the military to be more decisive 
in their approach at rescuing the girls and 
stop treading the propaganda way as that 
would not help their image. If Shekau has 
died, why dropping his name in every 
raid? Since Shekau is seen as the “baddest 
boy”, why have we not had the girls back? 
Questions and more questions!

Deception!
The lingering crisis of the PDP has no 

sign of ending soon. The soul of the 
party is still being dragged about as 

its spirit is residing in two camps. Early 
last week, the board of trustees of the 
party had directed that the Ahmed Ma-
karfi-led faction should organise a fresh 
convention in Abuja to accommodate the 
Ali Modu Sheriff group. It also directed 
that the Makarfi faction should cave in 
to some of the conditions earlier given by 
Sheriff for peace to reign. But it appears 
that Sheriff holds the key to whatever 
happens to that party from this moment. 
It is difficult to fathom where the Borno 
State-born former governor is drawing 
his power from, but from all indications, 
he appears to be like a tsetse fly perching 
on a bulging elephantiasis of the scrotum 
that demands absolute carefulness to deal 
with. If you hit hard you cause a mortal 
pain but if allowed to suck, it is also to the 
detriment of the  patient.

Last Tuesday, Sheriff advised Makarfi 
to go back to his position as member of 
BoT, a suggestion that has been described 
by some party bigwigs as a huge insult. He 
also insists that he must co-chair any PDP 
convention. The way Sherriff is vibrating, 
it appears there must be something beat-
ing a gong for him, the rhythm of which 
he is dancing to, otherwise, why would 
a single individual who has no “power” 
unlike the governors of the states under 
the party be tossing all the “big men” in 
the umbrella party around?

Well, someone said: “You don’t eat 
your cake and still have it”. At an hour of 
desperation, the PDP governors whole-

The PDP cross
heartedly handed the party to Sheriff to 
run it and do whatever he wanted to do 
with it. They thought since the man has 
a lot of money, he would gladly run the 
party without their input from the states. 
And true to their expectations, Sheriff did 
just that by paying off backlog of salaries 
of workers at the national secretariat, 
among other raging infernos he single-
handedly quenched. Now, from nowhere, 
all those who had willingly handed over 
the mantle of leadership to him, turned 
around to say, ‘oh we made a mistake, 
please leave the office”. That’s the crux of 
the matter. It appears they are now stew-
ing in their own juice.

It is very difficult to understand what 
actually is happening in Nigeria and 
how government is really addressing 

the issue of herdsmen menace across the 
country. When the merchants of death 
struck in Agatu,Benue State, leaving 

Herdsmen rampage and government’s silence
blood and tears in their trail, the Federal 
Government sighed and maintained its 
posture; when the herdsmen descended 
on Nimbo in Enugu State, the government 
at the centre screamed and threatened fire 
and brimstone, but nothing happened. 
This murderous group has since been un-
leashing mayhem on innocent communi-
ties, far from their native homes without 
let. And Nigerians have not been told that 
any of those involved in this dastardly act 
has been properly punished. The same 
way government is treating the issue of 
herdsmen is how it is also handling the 
unwarranted killings by some Islamic 
fundamentalists in parts of the country. 
It has happened in Kano, Abuja and 
Zamfara, and there are many unreported 
similar cases. The body language of Aso 
Rock in all of this does not give the needed 
assurances that Nigerians are sufficiently 
free in their own country. Too bad!

Insensitive!
Most times it is difficult to un-

derstand the ways of so-called 
Nigerian leaders. When they 

are expected to put on sackcloth and 
other mourning apparels and make a loud 
lamentation, they dress themselves in 
flowing gowns and carnival attires, and 
revel in excessive merriment and clink 
glasses in celebration, but when they are 
supposed to be in celebration mood, they 
wear long faces. The attitude of the na-
tion’s leaders last Wednesday after their 
Federal Executive Council (FEC) meet-
ing (that has become a mere fulfilment 
of righteousness) left many Nigerians 
tongue-tied.

The information about the sad real-
ity on ground released by the madam 
finance minister should have sobered the 
leaders to a point of declaring a national 
mourning and prayer and fasting session 
to seek divine intervention, but no, what 
did they do? As soon as they stepped 
out of the meeting they began to laugh 
heartily and posing for some photo ops. 
They were in such a celebration mood 
as if they were told at the meeting that 
naira had appreciated to N1 to a dollar 
or that the price of oil has gone back to 
$150 per barrel.  

These were a people, who just got 
the worst news of the year. “Economic 
recession worse than expected and that 
Nigeria is in for a terrible time ahead”. 

Yet, they were frivolous and chatty. 
Here is advising our so-called leaders to 
always gauge the mood of the hour and 
behave in such a manner that does not 
raise question as to what breed of human 
beings they are. Over the years, the only 
time you see government officials grieve 
is when Nigerians appear happy. As soon 
as they notice that there is an element 
of happiness among the poor folks, they 
quickly plug the hole and destroy the 
reason for that nice feeling, and that’s 
why celebration is always momentary 
among the masses.

For instance, if they notice that power 
supply has become stable for one week, 
and Nigerians are celebrating, they 
quickly follow up with impossible tariff; 
if they find out Nigerians are happy with 
a certain policy, they say, “Oh, it was a 
mistake after all,” they quickly change it 
to one that will draw tears.

For why would any minister that 
worth his or her salt, begin to laugh and 
gyrate heartily after he or she had been 
told that the long-suffering Nigerians are 
going to be plunged deeper into the mire 
of hopelessness as a result of lack of vision 
of their so-called leaders? If I were in their 
shoes, I would have dodged the lens of any 
camera or if I had the courage to pose for 
a shot at all, I would have allowed some 
tear balls to be dropping, even if it is on 
acting basis.

Shekau

it appears they have all lost their voices. 
They are no longer saying anything, may 
be, they have cautioned themselves that if 
it is not gentlemanly to continue dishing 
out lies; because they have discovered that 
fixing road, having constant electricity, 
creating jobs, bringing back the Chibok 
girls, halting insurgency in the North East, 
subduing the Niger Delta militants, mov-
ing the economy forward, etc, etc are now 
all ‘Rocket Science’?

Instead of mending, they are rending 
the more. Under their watch, they have 
plunged (or about to plunged) the ship of 
the nation. They had tried in vain to cover 
a bulging outgrowth on their waist region 
like a man with an elephantiasis of the 

scrotum would do but in vain; they said 
we were not in recession, with the same 
breath they reverted themselves, playing 
‘kalukalu’ with all our lives. But we did 
not bargain for all these.  There are too 
many laws that empowered Mr. President 
to wake a dying or even resurrect a dead 
economy, yet he wants every SAN and all 
those that have “legal” minds to gather and 
endorse a set of fresh laws before he could 
perform the magic. But this is a country 
where the president has no regard for the 
private sector and they believe in voodoo 
economy. There appears to be no clue as 
to jolt the economy into life. There are 
contorted faces all over the country. It has 
never been so bad. Weep, beloved country.
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‘We should be ready to fight cancer 
more than we’re fighting Boko Haram’
Available statistics show that Nigeria has one of the worst cancer death ratios in the world, 4 in 5 cases. Out 
of over 100,000 people diagnosed with cancer annually in the country, about 80,000 are said to die from the 
disease, amounting to 240 Nigerians every day or 10 Nigerians every hour. Remi Ajekigbe, professor of 
Radiotherapy & Oncology and consultant radiotherapist and oncologist, Department of Radiation Biology, 
Radiotherapy, Radioagnosis and Radiography, College of Medicine, University of Lagos and Lagos Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital (LUTH), In this interview with CHUKS OLUIGBO and CHINWE AGBEZE bares it all 
on the enormity of the problem and what individuals and government can do to mitigate the disaster.
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Ajekigbe

the body and mouth.

We often hear that cancer has 
no known causes? Is that truly 
the case?

Knowing the cause(s) of an ail-
ment helps one to steer clear. Just 
like with HIV/AIDS, we know the 
causes and we can run away from 
the disease, but that is not the case 
with cancer. The real cause of 
cancer is unknown, but we have 
etiological factors, factors that can 
increase one’s chances of having a 
particular cancer, like promiscu-
ity or having so much children 
for cancer of the cervix, smoking 

T
he cancer figures we 
hear are sometimes 
scary. Is that the real 
situation?

It is the real situa-
tion. Cancer is now an epidemic 
in this country.

Why is it so? Why the sudden 
upsurge?

In the past or recent past in Ni-
geria and other developing world, 
we laid a lot of emphasis on infec-
tious diseases, but luckily, with 
our education and enlightenment 
and all that, infectious diseases are 
on their way out. So, now we have 

what is called non-communicable 
diseases. Cancer is one, diabetics 
is another. You cannot transfer 
cancer from A to B or B to A. In the 
far past, our parents grew raw and 
fresh vegetables from the farm. 
These days we grow them using 
with chemicals. The population is 
growing and the number of farm-
ers in the farm is decreasing. To 
feed ourselves we have to increase 
food production. How do we do 
that? Science has to come in, that 
is how we have genetically modi-
fied foods and we use chemicals to 
produce them, such as fertilizers. 
More or less, what we are eating 

today are fertilizers. Apart from 
that, the one you want to be better 
and taste sweeter, you add a lot 
of things we did not add in those 
days of our fathers. Nobody ever 
asks the side effects of these things 
we are adding to these foods; we 
are only interested in the taste. 
That is the problem, we are eat-
ing chemicals. We are eating 
genetically modified food so the 
foods we are eating are also con-
tributing. In fact, when someone 
wanted to shorten it, he said when 
you talk about cancer, though we 
don’t know the causes, we can say 
it is cause by only three Fs – fluid, 

food, and friends. Fluid refers to 
all the things we drink, coloured 
drink with all the additives and 
chemicals, most of which are car-
cinogenic. Food, meaning all the 
different foods we eat today, with 
all the chemicals that we add to 
make them tasty. Our parents did 
not use all those flavours and they 
had very tasty food. A lot of what 
we eat is chemicals. The third F 
is friends. Most of the things we 
do wrong are through peer pres-
sure and influence, up to armed 
robbery, alcohol intake, cigarette 
smoking, promiscuity, and most 
bad things that appear sweet to 
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for cancer of the lungs, and so on. 
There is the genetic factor. We did 
not choose our parents; we did not 
ask to be born, so we are all born 
without our consent. That is the 
truth. Before we were born, two 
people, a man and a woman, met. 
The sperm and the egg met. The 
sperm contains genetic materials 
in coded form and the egg con-
tains genetic materials in coded 
form. The two met and formed 
one individual. As the individual 
is living, the coded messages are 
unfolding. This unfolds in the 
area of resemblance and so many 
other things that the individual 
has imbibed, what we call genetic 
materials of those coded mes-
sages. As I often tell people, if as 
at today all that have unfolded 
are very pleasing and pleasant to 
you, congratulations so far. You 
don’t know what would unfold 
tomorrow. If a person’s mother 
had cancer of the breast, that 
individual has higher chances 
of having cancer of the breast, 
or prostate cancer if the person’s 
father had it. There is nothing the 
individual can do about the genes 
inherited because the person had 
been born with them. So, genetic 
factor is the number one cause of 
cancer. Another is hormonal fac-
tor. If a number of females were 
born at the same time and live on 
the same street, you’ll observe that 
girl A may start her menstrual 
cycle at the age of 12, girl B at the 
age of 13, and girl C may start at 
the age of 14 or 15. When your first 
menses came you did not invite 
it, it came on its own. If it came 
at 12 or before, you have a higher 
chance of having cancer of the 
breast. What is your fault in that? 
Nothing! But according to cancer, 
it came too early so you have 
offended cancer of the breast. 
Besides the hereditary, we are get-
ting more and more westernized 
every day in the food we eat, the 
way we behave, cosmetics we use 
and in everything we do. Virtu-
ally every cream applied on the 
skin goes into the body through 
the skin pores and whatever is 
applied under the armpit gets to 
the breast. The breast and the 
armpits are first cousins; they are 
related. Some cosmetics contain 
carcinogenic agents and when 
applied on the armpit or skin can 
give rise to cancer.

How then can we detect those 
cosmetics that contain carcino-
genic agents because we certain-
ly cannot do without cosmetics? 
What should we look out for? 

I am not saying all body creams 
are bad but it is advisable to al-
ways look at the contents of cos-
metics bought. If one has doubts, 
consulting a doctor will be the 
right thing to do. A doctor will 
be in the best position to clear 
such doubts after having a look 
at the cosmetics. Cosmetics that 
bleach the body are not good as 
they contain ingredients that can 
be carcinogenic. Not all cosmetics 
are good for the body. The ones 
you have been using for long and 
nothing has happened to your 
skin is fair enough, but the ones 
that you are using and you see 
something happening to your 
body, you need to be very careful.

 
Are there certain foods that 

can reduce cancer incidence?
There are foods we can take 

to reduce cancer. One of them is 
dialectic foods. The native foods 
we eat in Nigeria, like eba, fufu, 
pounded yam, wheat and all our 
‘swallows’ contain a lot of fibres. 
Fibres prevent the food from stay-
ing too long in the intestine, so you 
empty your bowel quite often. If 
faeces stay there for too long, it 
contains carcinogenic materials 
that cause cancer of the intestine. 
So, our local foods are good and 

anything that contains fibre is ad-
visable, but how many people take 
it now? Most of us don’t like that, 
we want to eat all these ‘oyinbo’ 
foods that have no leaf, but the 
native foods that are protective 
against cancer of the intestine and 
colon, we abandon them because 
of education. We are inviting can-
cer. Fruits and vegetables are also 
advisable. If we mix our local foods 
with vegetables, they are perfect.

 
Talking about early detection, 

at what age should one com-
mence screening?

Screening can commence at 
any age and as early as possible 
too. Cancer has no respect for 
children because we have cancers 
in children. Cancer has no respect 
for content, age, wealth, position, 
beauty, though age has a whole 
lot to do with cancer. When one 
is ageing, the cells, skin and every 
part of the body are ageing and 
anything ageing can metamor-
phose. So, screening should start 
very early and end only when 
one dies.

 
Generally, how is Nigeria far-

ing in cancer management?
Nigeria is not faring well at all. 

It’s not doing well. If you are to 
score Nigeria over 10, maybe you 
will give it 2/10. We are many 
in Nigeria, over 170 million, and 
we have only two cancer ma-
chines working, while some single 
hospitals in Britain have nine 
machines even outside London. 
Nine machines in a single hospital 
and a whole country has just two 
machines functioning well. So, we 
are not doing well.

How would you rate the level 
of cancer awareness in the coun-
try currently?

Well, the awareness is getting 
there because the media is coop-

erating now, they are talking and 
publishing. Honestly, the press is 
doing very well, but maybe they 
need to do more. I don’t know how 
many publications we have in lo-
cal languages. For women in the 
rural areas to know this, we must 
communicate it to them in the 
language they would understand. 
More people are in rural areas, 
so how many of these things we 
are saying are in local languages? 
That is what we are saying. They 
are not reaching the grassroots. 
They are not educating where 
the people really are. We think it’s 
only Lagos or Abuja and that’s the 
end, but that is very wrong.

Could that be why the surviv-
al rate is still very low in Nigeria?

The survival rate is very low 
because maybe people don’t 
know. Secondly, our people here 
present very late. If you see pa-
tients presenting for the first 
time in Nigeria, if you take their 
pictures abroad and show to doc-
tors there, they will look at it as if 
you are a magician or mad or both. 
Then, they would ask you, what 
would you do? They have never 
seen anything like that before 
because patients there present 
their cancer very early. But here, 
our cancers can be presented in 
their late stages. 75 to 80 percent 
of the cases are in stages three and 
four when the patients are almost 
passing on. Our patients present 
late. Number one, they believe it 
is somebody who has caused it. I 
don’t know, maybe witchcraft or 
the wicked woman. So, the doctor 
is not the first port of call, it’s the 
witch doctor or even the church 
or Imam, but unfortunately, the 
church is not helping matters. It 
is the white men who brought 
the church and this health detail. 
The reverend father is not a doc-
tor, but here all our pastors are 
miracle workers. Somebody will 
tell you that the blind will see, he 
knows that the Pacelli School for 
the Blind is there, why doesn’t he 
go there and do his miracle and 
make those young ones to see? Ev-
erybody will clap and believe him. 
Why does he have to turn it into 
a Nollywood movie and bring a 
man who is not blind to pretend as 
if he is blind? Let them come here, 
we will show them real cancer 
patients, let them do it here in our 
presence. They should not deceive 
people. They will deceive people 
to make money, but when the 
pastor is sick, he comes to the hos-
pital. It may not be this hospital, 
he will go to hospital in England 
or in the US or wherever, but he 
will go to the hospital. Pastors go 
to the hospital with their spouses 
for examination, screening, and 
sometimes treatment, but when 
they get to the pulpit, they start 
saying a lot of things that aren’t 
true and Nigerians are gullible. 
Nigerians should quit being holier 
than the pope. Nobody is saying 
we should not pray for the sick, 
even here we pray for the sick, but 
that’s not the first thing, it’s pal-
liative care. The parents, relations, 
pastors, Imams and everyone are 
invited to do their very best for 
the patient. So, we all know that 

Continues on page 26
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The way cancer is going, by the late 
2030s, when you meet a friend af-

ter exchanging pleasantries, the next 
question would be, which type is 

yours? It would be assumed that ev-
erybody has cancer. It’s true, but we 

are not prepared for it at all
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prayer is good and it works. In 
fact, there is only one doctor and 
that is God. We are all pretend-
ers because of the small leverage 
that we have. As doctors we pray 
internally before we even touch a 
patient, asking God to grant us the 
grace of the power of knowledge 
or whatever to be able to do it. So, 
we all pray. If the patient is in the 
hospital, let the pastor continue to 
pray for him or her.

There is a report that says Ni-
gerian cancer death ratio is 4 in 5.

Yes, it can be that high and I 
will tell you why. Some research-
ers say cancer incidence is about 
the same thing everywhere now 
because we all eat the same thing. 
We have become so western-
ized. We now eat western foods, 
western chemicals, and western 
culture, but while they are de-
tected very early over there, here 
the presentation is always late. So, 
if the incidence is about the same 
thing, the mortality rate here is 
higher because, one, we don’t 
have the facilities in place. All the 
required equipments, personnel 
are not there. Two, we don’t pres-
ent early. So, in this part of the 
world people die, the mortality 
rate is higher than in developed 
countries.

 
There was also a report last 

year that by 2030, one in every 
two persons will have cancer in 
their lifetime. How true is that?

The way cancer is going, by 
the late 2030s, when you meet 
a friend after exchanging pleas-
antries, the next question would 
be, which type is yours? It would 
be assumed that everybody has 
cancer. It’s true, but we are not 
prepared for it at all. How many 
oncologists do we have in Nige-
ria? How many machines do we 
have? The drugs that are in the 
pharmaceutical companies, how 
many of them can we buy? Re-
cently, a message was sent to me. 
They have raised the price of the 
drug that used to cost about N1 
million per one. When you put 
the drugs together and you want 
to administer to patients, here the 
cost is about N1.5 million or more 
and the patient has to get the drug 
every three weeks for one year. 
How many Nigerians can afford 
that? Let us even say it’s N1 million 
every three weeks for one year, 
that is about 17 or 18 times. How 
many Nigerians can afford that?

Given that the cost of cancer 
treatment is extremely high, is 
there any hope of the poor sur-
viving cancer?

Cancer is a very expensive 
disease and sadly, the poor even 
suffer more from cancer than 
the rich. It is so expensive that 
when someone has it all the fam-
ily members, their churches and 
their friends come in to help, what 
we call cost sharing comes into 
play because virtually all individ-
uals cannot cope in this part of the 
world. That is why the National 

Health Insurance Scheme should 
cover cancer because as at today, 
it covers only the small illnesses. 
Even WHO says poor countries 
should stop screening people be-
cause after screening, we lack the 
resources to treat them.

 
What role should government 

play in cancer prevention and 
management in the country?

We need more machines in all 
the cancer centres. Now that we 
have only one cancer machine 
here at LUTH, if it breaks down 

today, we cannot work with the 
machine until it is repaired. The 
machines were not manufactured 
in Nigeria, the spare parts are 
not in Nigeria; they are in South 
Africa or The Netherlands. So, we 
need more than one machine and 
many cancer centres. We have 
36 states plus Abuja making 37. 
What is wrong with every state 
having a cancer centre? We have 
only seven centres with only two 
functional machines. We need to 
train more cancer specialists, we 
need to train more therapy radiog-

raphers, medical physicists. We 
need all these on ground to battle 
cancer. We must be ready to fight 
cancer more than we fought Boko 
Haram. If you tell government 
to buy this machine today, they 
will say there is no money. The 
government should allocate an oil 
block to cancer, after all they are 
allocating oil blocks to individuals 
making them billionaires. It won’t 
make Nigeria any poorer and we 
are not saying we want to be part 
of those who would manage the 
funds; we don’t want to be, but 

we would tell them what to do 
with the funds. If they need our 
advice, we can advise them. Apart 
from the machine in Enugu which 
has gone down also, the whole of 
that area even in the surrounding 
states, there is no single machine. 
If there is a problem, you have to 
go to Benin before you get another 
one. There is none in Bayelsa State, 
none in Rivers State. If the ma-
chines, manpower and facilities 
are there, it will go a long way 
towards fighting cancer.

 
The theme of last year’s World 

Cancer Day was ‘Not Beyond Us’. 
Is cancer beyond humanity?

Cancer has been in existence 
even before man was created. 
Even in the bible, it says that man 
was created last. There are some 
animals that are no longer in ex-
istence, like the dinosaur. Their 
bones are still there and archae-
ologists dug up these bones and 
found bone metastasis, which 
actually shows that these animals 
died of cancer. That was how 
they got to know that cancer was 
even in existence before man. So, 
it has been and it will always be, 
but if we try to help ourselves and 
reduce all the causative factors, 
we will reduce cancer. I normally 
emphasize early detection. We 
may not absolutely be able to 
prevent cancer, but some cancers 
like cancer of the cervix may 
be preventable. Cancer of the 
cervix is sex-linked. If a woman 
is very careful in sex, that is, if 
she does not start sex too early 
in life, her risk to cancer may be 
reduced. 42 percent of women 
with cancer of the breast had 
their first sexual experience be-
fore the age of 17. So, if women 
now look back when they had 
their first sexual experience, so 
many women will be frightened. 
Women are advised against 
changing partners too often or 
having sexual relationships with 
too many men because this can 
lead to cancer. Having too many 
children, between six and 10, is 
trauma to the cervix; it can lead 
to cancer of the cervix. I was 
even telling some women that 
after the age of 50 and you don’t 
need your cervix, uterus, womb, 
ovary, fallopian tube, why don’t 
you remove everything? What 
do you want to do with them? 
Your husband does not touch 
them because they are internal 
organs, unlike the breasts, and 
you have had enough children, so 
why are you still keeping them? 
That way cancer of the cervix, 
womb and other reproductive 
organs would be avoided. If a 
woman never breastfeeds, she is 
increasing her chances of having 
breast cancer. Breastfeeding is 
something that saves a woman 
from cancer of the breast. Eating 
too much saturated foods or less 
of foods with fibre can lead to 
cancer of the colon. Smoking and 
alcohol are common knowledge, 
most of the people who smoke 
drink alcohol. Most of the people 
who drink alcohol smoke and 
virtually all cancers are linked to 
smoking and alcohol.

Our patients present late. Number one, they believe it 
is somebody who has caused it. I don’t know, maybe 

witchcraft or the wicked woman. So, the doctor is not 
the first port of call, it’s the witch doctor or even the 

church or Imam, but unfortunately, the church is not 
helping matters

Ajekigbe
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Godwin Emefiele, CBN governor

T
he Nigerian foreign ex-
change market has in 
recent times been facing 
challenges. The naira 
has lost so much of its 

value on the streets even as the 
gap between the official exchange 
rate and the parallel market has 
continued to widen beyond con-
trol. Between December 2014 and 
June 2016, the value of the naira 
depreciated by nearly 40 percent 
at the CBN window from N165 to 
the dollar which it was, at the end 
of December 2014. The deprecia-
tion at the parallel market has been 
more alarming.

Yet, the pressure on the foreign 
exchange market is not being 
helped by the declining value of 
Nigeria’s major source of foreign 
exchange, oil, at the international 
market. The price of crude has 
been yo-yoing, thereby impacting 
heavily on Nigeria’s revenue and 
foreign exchange reserve, which 
has so far declined by 18.6 percent 
to $28.06 billion from the $34.46 
billion it was at the beginning of 
2015.

In trying to stem the problem 
posed by the foreign exchange 
challenge, the CBN has chosen the 
path of capital control by embark-
ing on measures to reduce the 
rate of foreign exchange outflow 
from the reserves. One, CBN has 
exempted 41 items from the list of 
eligible items for foreign exchange, 
and closed the retail Dutch Auc-
tion System (rDAS) in favour of an 
order-based system.

It has also reduced daily and an-
nual limits on naira cards outside 
the shores of the country from 
$150,000 to $50,000 annually and 
$300 daily, and backed the move 
by banks to stop accepting foreign 
currency deposits as well as the 
recent ban on the usage of naira 
denominated cards abroad.

Asides this, it also reduced its 
weekly foreign exchange sales to 
BDCs from $30,000 to $10,000 
and eventually stopped the sales 
outrightly early this year.

Economic experts have how-
ever suggested that the nation’s 
solution to the current foreign 
exchange shortfall is to find a way 
to supplement foreign exchange 
inflow through increased export 
earnings, foreign direct invest-
ments and Diaspora inflows.

Of all these three sources, Di-
aspora inflows appear the most 
readily available source the coun-
try can harness to solve the macro-
economic challenges posed by 
foreign exchange shortfall. This 
is because remittances are the 
second largest source of foreign ex-
change in Nigeria after the oil sec-
tor. In 2015, an estimated $21 billion 
flowed into the country, including 
$5.7 billion sent from the United 
States and about $3.7 billion from 
the United Kingdom.  For 2016, the 
World Bank estimates that nearly 
$34 billion in remittances will flow 
into Sub-Saharan Africa from the 
more than 30 million Africans 
living outside their countries of 
origin. Nearly two-thirds of this 
expected inflow in 2016, accord-
ing to World Bank data, will come 
into Nigeria.

Perhaps, it is this huge signifi-
cance of the money transfer sector 
to the nation’s economic life that 
informed the recent efforts by 
CBN to ostensibly clean the sector. 
In a recent policy pronouncement, 
CBN advised citizens to “beware 
of the unwholesome activities of 
some unlicensed International 
Money Transfer Operators” cur-
rently plying their trade in the 
country. Citing “the greater eco-
nomic good of Nigeria,” the Central 
Bank stated that it would “not 
condone any attempt aimed at 
undermining the country’s foreign 
exchange regime”. Consequently, 
the regulator first revoked the 
licences of all but three money 
transfer companies that had been 
doing money transfer business in 
the country, before later approv-
ing a second batch of eleven other 
new international money transfer 
operators to bring the total number 
of approved operators for now to 
fourteen. The three MTOs that first 
passed the CBN litmus test were 
Western Union, MoneyGram 
and RIA. The second batch of 
newly registered eleven operators 
included Trans-East Remittance 
LLC; WorldRemit Limited; UAE 
Exchange Centre LLC; Home Send 
S.C.R.L; Cashpoint Limited; Web-
link International Limited; DT&T 
Corporation Limited; Wari Limit-
ed; Small World Financial Services 
Group Limited; Fiem Group LLC 
and CP Express Limited.

According to industry watch-
ers and analysts who have lauded 
CBN’s recent steps, operators’ prac-
tices have not been adding much 
value to the Nigerian economy 
or benefit an average Nigerian, it 
only helps the parallel market to 
survive and flourish as individual 
accounts are mostly used during 
transactions. Thus, CBN in its bid to 
ensure the money transfer is legal 
and transparently beneficial to the 
Nigerian economy has ordered all 
licensed MTOs in line with the 
CBN circular on the sale of foreign 

currency proceeds of July 22, 
2016 to remit foreign currency to 
respective agent banks in Nigeria 
for disbursement in naira to the 
beneficiaries while the foreign 
currency proceeds are to be sold 
to Bureaux De Change, for onward 
retail to end users. The apex bank 
also ordered all MTOs to only send 
50percent of their remittance go-
ing forward.

In what looks like a mission to 
protect Nigerians against fraud 
and other negative antics of many 
money transfer organisations in 
the country that is undermining 
the apex bank’s bid to ensure 
liquidity and increase the avail-
ability of dollars in the system, 
CBN seems to have taken the least 
fraud prone approach of allowing 
only three companies that have 
physical operations on the ground 
in Nigeria to continue to function 
while insisting on others newly 
allowed into the

segment to physically set up 
shop in the country. Of the three 
approved frontline MTOs in this 
new dispensation, MoneyGram, 
for example has Lagos as its opera-
tional hub for Anglophone West 
Africa while both Western Union 
and MoneyGram have strong 
partnership with almost all deposit 
banks in addition to a large pool of 
agents across the country. It is also a 
fact that operationally, these three 
MTOs control over 70 percent of 
the market. Given the fraud-prone 
nature of the money transfer busi-
ness, the need for operators to have 
traceable presence in the country 
cannot be over-emphasized.

It may be argued that we are in 
an age where innovative technol-
ogy is changing the way customers 
meet their financial needs, hence 
the growing importance of mobile 
money and preference for strong 
digital platform against virtual 
or physical network presence by 
MTOs.

On this score also, an array of 
digital channels and convenient 

solutions being marshaled by the 
leading operators in the market 
are already becoming a disruptive 
force. In this regard, the opera-
tors’ suite of self-service products 
and offerings coupled with the 
strength of their physical network 
have in no small measure promot-
ed the culture of mobile money as 
a strength of the cashless economy 
drive being championed by CBN.

The mobile money culture 
expectedly brings financial inclu-
sion to millions of people – allowing 
them to perform financial transac-
tions with a new level of ease and 
convenience. Mobile money has 
emerged as the primary payments 
system in countries where there 
was limited or no access to formal 
financial services. The World Bank 
estimates that less than a quarter 
of Africa’s 1.4 billion people have a 
bank account, but 70percent have 
a mobile phone. That has made 
the continent particularly fertile 
ground for the mobile-payments 
business.

In its 2015 figures, one of the 
two foremost operators said its 
digital channel showed impressive 
growth throughout the year with 
fourth-quarter transactions up 
42percent and revenue growth of 
48percent. Additionally, it revealed 
that 14percent of its money trans-
fer transactions and 12percent of 
its total money transfer revenue 
came from digital in the quarter, 
representing over $163 million 
when annualising fourth-quarter 
revenue. 

The noticeable trend in the 
operations of this MTO of note 
is its significant progress toward 
its declared goal to have 15per-
cent to 20percent of its money 
transfer revenue coming from 
digital in 2017. By working hard 
to completely overhaul on-line 
experience, launch kiosks and add 
millions of mobile wallets with 
a view to connecting to almost 2 
billion bank accounts, this operator 
aims at pushing digital capabilities 
further into the physical world 
through customer profiles and new 
point of sale technologies which 
will ensure delivery of a more 
seamless customer experience.

The merging of physical loca-
tions and virtual and online net-
work is no doubt a key competitive 
advantage while the increasing 
growth of agents’ location is an 
extremely important extension of 
the value adding profile of money 
transfer business to all stakehold-
ers. Among others, it enhances the 
reduction of fraud in the transac-
tion process.

Of significance also are the 
various issues relating to pricing of 
transactions. Pricing can vary from 
market to market as fees reflect 
the many benefits offered by the 
service sought. A study of rates 
and fees across several markets 
however shows that Nigeria is well 
within range. For example, as in-
dicated on the company’s website, 
the MoneyGram global average fee 
including foreign exchange, of less 
than 5 percent of the face value of 
the money transferred is substan-
tially lower than the average fee 
for an international bank transfer 
and is very competitive in the 
fund transfer industry. This fee is 
lower than the World Bank and G8 

goals to provide affordable remit-
tance services to underdeveloped 
parts of the world. Of additional 
benefit to the country however 
is the fact that local agents retain 
approximately half of the fee paid 
by the consumer, which in turn is 
re-invested in local businesses.

There are many factors that go 
into pricing transactions. These 
include how the transactions 
are processed (e.g. telephone or 
internet), the particular MTO’s 
banking relationships worldwide, 
fees of other competing products, 
compliance and required time to 
transfer (convenience). The bot-
tomline however is the need to 
offer customers value for money 
in their transactions.

Industry analysts of various 
hues agree that, more than any 
other, the issue of compliance and 
the need to curb fraud and ter-
rorism financing appear to be the 
most pressing justification for the 
effective regulation and control 
of the fund transfer business. This 
is perhaps more so as countries 
continue to grapple with growing 
influence of terrorism and other 
global crimes.  Experts opine that 
with adequate Anti-Money Laun-
dering and Counter-Terrorism Act 
(AML/CFT) policies that serve as 
a compliance guide, it is possible 
to reduce fraud risk along with 
money laundering and terrorism 
financing. Stronger AML/CFT sys-
tems have been identified as being 
able to help improve the ability to 
trace and monitor transactions, 
improve financial inclusion, reduce 
remittance costs and reduce the 
use of cash transactions that are 
inherently risky in nature. This 
provides strong evidence that 
there is an overlap between AML/
CFT and consumer protection.

In its ‘Guidelines on Interna-
tional Money Transfer Services in 
Nigeria’, CBN states that “All money 
transfer operators in Nigeria shall 
comply with the provisions of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria’s ‘Anti-
Money Laundering and Combat-
ing the Financing of Terrorism 
in Banks and Other Financial 
Institutions Regulations 2013’ 
and all other applicable laws and 
regulations”.

While the basic rule is for in-
dividuals who remit money to 
perform secure money transfers 
and avoid common fraudulent mis-
takes, the Central Bank of Nigeria 
in partnership with the Ethics and 
Professional Subcommittee of the 
Bankers Association meet at least 
once a month to discuss and assess 
customer complaints about bank 
services that include remittance 
payments to underscore the impor-
tance of consumer protection as an 
element in the regulation of remit-
tance businesses in the country.

There is also enough evidence 
that the major MTOs in the country, 
on their part, commit enormous 
resources to fraud prevention. 
For instance, Ria Money Transfer, 
with a worldwide agent network 
of more than 280,000 locations in 
more than 145 countries, prides 
itself in taking costumer protection 
seriously through its investments 
in the highest level of security and 
protection against fraud.

•Phillips, a Financial analyst, 
writes from Lagos

EDWARD PHILLIPS
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G
overnment at all lev-
els has been advised 
to take seriously the 
issue of education in 
the country and take a 

conscious effort to restore its glory 
in the country. The advice was 
given recently by parents in Yola, 
Adamawa State during the pledge-
taking ceremony of the Class of 
2020 students being admitted 
into the American University of 
Nigeria (AUN)

Speaking with BDSUNDAY, a 
parent, who craved anonymity, 
said he was not happy with what is 
happening in the education sector 
of the country. He blamed politi-
cians for the sorry state of educa-
tion in Nigeria, urging government 
to remove politics in education.

“Like every other sector, politi-
cians have destroyed everything 
in the country. They politicize 
education. No, it shouldn’t be so. 
Every government comes up with 
its own policy no matter how good 
the one it met on ground, and that’s 
how they have continued to toy 
with the lives of the people. They 
forgot one thing- that no country 
amounts to anything without 
vibrant and quality educational 
system. Look at what is being 

churned out from our universities- 
an army of unemployable youths, 
most of who passed through a 
system, yet remained illiterates,” 
the observer said.

According to the man, who 

expressed fulfillment that his 
daughter secured admission into 
the AUN, “That is why I am very 
passionate about AUN. They do 
not just teach students the courses 
they came to study, they also ex-

pose them to entrepreneurial skills 
and humanitarian works. That, for 
me is the future. Who says that a 
graduate must stick to his/her area 
of discipline? Our educational cur-
riculum must expose students and 
make them adapt to changes of the 
times. In our time, white collar job 
was the in-thing, it is no longer so. 
The world has moved so far that 
those who still think they will land 
fantastic jobs upon graduation may 
be kidding themselves. So, I urge 
those who formulate our policies 
to look into the future, just like it 
is done in many forward-looking 
countries,” he said.

Speaking in tandem, Kudo Ere-
sia-Eke of Nigeria LNG Limited, 
who was at the ceremony with his 
wife to cheer their son who was 
among the new intakes, said he was 
happy to have sent his son to a uni-
versity of the stature of the AUN.

Eresia-Eke said: “For me, it’s a 
feeling of gladness, it’s a feeling 
of soberness and it’s a feeling of 
gratitude. Soberness because as a 
parent, you let go your child be-
cause as from now, he will have to 
make his way. It’s a feeling of pride 
because it’s God-sent that we have 
a university like this that is truly in-
ternational, high level of academic 
standard, requisite infrastructure, 
connection with the world and 
development-oriented.”

On why he chose to send his 
son to the AUN rather than abroad 
and what he felt must have moti-
vated other parents to decide for 
the institution also, he said: “Two 
things are peculiar here; one, it is 
a whole question of our currency 
vis-a-vis the international cur-
rency which is the dollar. For most 
parents who, ordinarily, would 
have allowed or loved their chil-
dren to study abroad, it has become 
really cumbersome, it has become 
extremely difficult to do so, at least 
for the average parents. To be able 
to access this international type of 
education that you sought for your 
child within your country, in the 
context of what we have in AUN, is 
actually a God-found and God-sent 
and gratifying.

“As a parent, I have been here, I 
have seen what is happening and 
as a lover of education, I realised 
that the country should be proud 
to have this university. I will be 
surprised if by next year and sub-
sequently, we do not have issues 
around overcrowding because 
many will come to this school. It’s 
also a statement to the world that 
our country is safe, that Nigeria is 
safe, Nigeria is a place to be and 
Nigeria has arrived. I am very glad 
about where it is situated –Yola, 
North East.”
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‘Why go abroad when I can 
get same quality in-country?’
Stories by ZEBULON AGOMUO

We give the down-trodden children hope for tomorrow – Uzowulu

Kudo Eresia-Eke and wife

… Govt tasked on quality education in Nigeria

M
ay we know what you 
do at AUN schools?

My name is Nkem 
Uzowulu, executive 

director, American University of 
Nigeria (AUN) schools. We have 
the early learning- two months 
to three years; elementary school- 
three to nine years; then the 
secondary schools- the Academy 
and Charter schools. The Char-
ter school is where we run the 
American curriculum. The Acad-
emy is where we run the British 
curriculum, where children are 
prepared to write their WAEC, 
NECO, Cambridge examinations 
for those whose parents would 
want them to do that.  That is my 
job. Then I am also the coordina-
tor of the ‘feed and read’ (boys and 
girls); we picked the children from 
the streets- children that roam the 
streets; some of them are from 
the Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs’) camp and some of them 

are those whose parents cannot 
afford to send them to school. So, 
Madam President was the first to 
notice these children roaming the 
streets last year and started asking 
‘who are these children carrying 
plates and going about’, so they 
explained to her that these are 
the Almajiris, some of them have 
no parents or their parents are not 
around or so poor that they can’t 
even feed them, but they’re stay-
ing in the care of some Mallams 
who teach them Quoranic educa-
tion and they fend for themselves, 
that’s why they carry their plates, 
looking for food. And she said, ‘let’s 
see if we can be giving them one 
good meal a day’. So, she gave out 
the contract to one woman sitting 
under a tree to give the children 
one meal and that she would pay 
whatever the amount, and the 
children would in turn learn a 
craft under the woman. She con-
tinued to do so until one day she 

said what if we bring these chil-
dren together and teach them lit-
eracy and numeracy, they would 

have self-fulfillment and they will 
not be deceived by people to drag 
them into this insurgency group 

because they are vulnerable. 
That’s how the teaching started 
and it had a big impact on these 
children. So many of them are 
turning up and they are so happy 
about it. And they are telling you 
that as far as they are coming here 
they don’t have any business with 
Boko Haram. We did that for the 
boys until February this year and 
the President said ‘No, there are 
some girls I see on the road sell-
ing water and other items when 
others are in school.’ She would 
stop to ask them why they are 
not in school, some would tell her 
in Hausa and her driver would 
interpret that their parents cannot 
afford to train them in school. So, 
that’s how we started the ‘feed 
and read’ for the girls also. So, they 
are those vulnerable children, 
whose parents cannot afford to 
send to school or even take good 
care of them. We do the teaching 
one hour, Monday to Thursday, 
and then feed them the second 
hour. Then on Fridays, we do the 
general teaching on hygiene and 
general knowledge.

Where are the children quar-
tered?

They stay in their different 
homes and posts. They gather here 

In line with its claim as a ‘development university’, the American University of Nigeria (AUN) says 
it is always looking at ways to add value to people’s lives. Located in the heart of the North East 
where the Almajiri phenomenon is a way of life, the institution has taken it upon itself to give the 
lives of the down-trodden and vulnerable children a new meaning. The ‘feed and read’ initiative, 
which kicked off some months back is up and running. NKEM UZOWULU tells the story.

Continues on page 29
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Boko Haram: Chibok parents relieve experience 
as escapee daughter matriculates

Forex policy: Nigerian students flee foreign varsities as economy plunges
… relocate from US, S/Africa, Ghana, 5 other countries

We give the down-trodden children...

Mr. and Mrs Katambi Gaji

from wherever they stay. This 
programme starts by 4 o’clock but 
you will be surprised as early as 2 
o’clock they are here.

What’s the distance between 
where they stay and the centre?

They live far away and they 
walk down even under the rain, 
they make it down here. When it is 
raining and you’ll be thinking they 
wouldn’t come, but no, they come 
under the rain because they hun-
ger for education. As a matter of 
fact, some women come with their 
children and stay with them until 
the classes are over, everyday. Like 
President Ensign will always say, 

every child has a right to education.

Is there any plan by the uni-
versity for their future beyond 
the feed and read programme; or 
simply put, where would they 
graduate to from here?

 The university started it but 
the sponsorship comes from people 
who are touched. The first day we 
had over 178 (one hundred and 
seventy eight) children. For in-
stance, the Irish government gave 
us a grant for 50 girls. We decided 
to peg the figure at 200 because we 
can’t really do more than that as a 
result of funding constraints. At 
the moment they are 230, but we 

said 200, but when they keep com-
ing, Madam Ensign will say don’t 
send them away. We have those 
we still have their names, we told 
them to wait because we know 
where they stay. So, coming to 
your question where they would 
graduate to, our plan is that when 
we graduate them, people will be 
touched to adopt them, not adop-
tion in the sense of keeping them 
in their own homes, but being 
able to take care of their education 
while the children stay with their 
parents. We will monitor what 
they do. And we are hoping that 
many good-spirited Nigerians will 
be touched to adopt these children.

T
wo-and-half years ago in 
Chibok, many indigenes 
were in tears as grief and 
consternation enveloped 

the sleepy community following 
the news of the abduction of their 
daughters from a government 
school in the area by members of 
the Islamist sect, Boko Haram. But 
last Monday, in Yola, Adamawa 
State, Haruna Katambi Gaji and his 
wife, Saratu, who were among the 
awe-stricken indigenes of Chibok, 
were full of praise to the Almighty 
and they were all smiles.

Reason for their joy
Their daughter, Mary, was 

among the over 200 school girls 
abducted in the night attack on 
April 4, 2014 by the Boko Haram 
insurgents and were ferried  to the 
evil forest Sambisa. But two days, 
when the tears were still in the 
eyes of her parents, she made an 
unbelievable and miraculous ap-
pearance. Mary had escaped from 
her captors in the forest and made 
her way back home in one piece! 
Again, she was among the twen-
ty-seven (27) girls that were picked 
up by the American University of 
Nigeria (AUN), Yola. Mary who 
could neither speak well nor write 

in English Language, was put in 
a foundation school and by last 
Monday, she had joined the Class 
of 2020 undergraduates that were 
led in pledge-taking ceremony by 
the President of the institution, 
Margee Ensign.

Jointly speaking with BDSUN-
DAY, Mary’s father, Gaji and his 
wife, Saratu, expressed gratitude 
to the authorities of the institu-

tion who made it possible for their 
daughter’s dream of accessing 
quality education possible.

Below is the excerpt of the chat. 
They spoke through an interpreter:

Why are you in Yola at this 
time; are you residing here or you 
came from Chibok for the event?

We came all way from Chibok 
to attend the ceremony.

How is Chibok this time 
around?

There is peace now, though it is 
peace of the grave yard as people 
constantly live in fear; anything 
can happen at any moment. That 
fear is there.

 
Between the time your daugh-

ter left Chibok and now, are there 
some noticeable developmental 
changes in her life?

 A lot of changes and there has 
been a difference. Back in Chibok, 
she didn’t know how to read and 
write well, but know she can do 
both perfectly and we are very 
happy for that progress.

How do people back home see 
her now?

They thank God for her life. 
Whenever she visits home (be-
cause she does), people are always 
surprised at the transformation 
in her life.

Don’t you think seeing Mary 
would evoke a feeling of sadness 
in the mind of those parents whose 
daughters are still being held?

 Yes it does. Like one of my 
sisters whose daughter was kid-
napped and is still being held, 
when she saw Mary the other 
time, she started crying. She felt 
very bitter and the sad episode 
played back afresh.

How old is Mary?
She is 19 years old and she is our 

only daughter. She is studying Na-
tional and Environmental Studies. 
Mary is studying free under a schol-
arship scheme. Left to us it would 
not have been possible because we 
never dreamed our daughter com-
ing into such a school.

 
How did you feel when you 

heard that Mary was kidnapped 
by Boko Haram members?

It was a terrible news and unfor-
tunately at that time my wife was 
not feeling well. We were thrown 
into a serious confusion. The news 
immediately aggravated her condi-
tion. We were very sad and felt the 
whole world had come to an end, but 
while we were in that grief, she re-
turned. It was a great miracle indeed.

You know many people still 
do not believe the Chibok girls’ 
abduction story. Now, you are from 
Chibok, and you are saying the 
abduction really happened?

Yes, it actually happened. And I 
know many parents whose daugh-
ters are still being held. Even Mary, 
it was not that she jumped down 
from the truck, no; she actually 
escaped from the Sambisa forest.

 
What are your dreams for 

your daughter?
I am very confident that after 

her education, Mary is going to be 
a great asset, not only to our family, 
state, but the entire country and 
humanity.

A 
good number of Nige-
rian students studying 
in many universities 
abroad are relocating 

back home, a direct consequence 
of the foreign currency policy of 
the Federal Government through 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
BDSUNDAY can authoritatively 
report.

A major beneficiary institution 
of the exodus back home is the 
American University of Nigeria 
(AUN), President Margee Ensign 
has revealed.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY in 
Yola, Anambra State, during the 
pledge-taking ceremony of the 
Class 2020, Ensign said that the 
AUN harvested from eight coun-

tries, including Nigeria, shooting 
up admission figure this year to 
all time high of 208 new intakes.

According to her, “One parent 
that spoke on behalf of others at 
the dinner said he had one child in 
a university in America and it costs 
fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000) 
per a year. So, he said he began 
looking for another university and 
he’s so happy he found us. And I 
actually had said to him, thank you 
for bringing your child here and 
he said to me why thanking me, 
am bringing my child to a better 
university. So, the point am making 
is, they come here and are educated 
together with other future leaders.”

Ensign disclosed that Nigerian 
students in various parts of the 
world, including America, Rawa-
nda, Uganda, Senegal, Ghana, 
Cameroun, South Africa and also 

Nigeria are relocating to the AUN.
“There are many parents who 

came from America to bring 
their children. A parent said, ‘I 
brought them back home from 
a fifty-thousand dollar ($50,000) 
education,’” she said.  

The President said she had 
always advised Nigerian parents 
whose children are studying 
abroad to bring them back home, 
saying, “These are young people, 
young children from secondary 
school, they are too young to leave 
their parents; they should stay 
here for their first degree and mix 
up with fellow Nigerians and Af-
ricans, and be monitored closely 
to make sure they are on track.”

A senior staff of the institution 
happily told BDSUNDAY that “We 
are right in the frontline; we are a ma-
jor beneficiary of the forex regime.”

Continued from page 28

Cross section of Feed and Read Children

Margee Ensign



UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Abia earmarks funds to 
revolutionise agric

T
he Abia State gov-
ernment has said 
it had earmarked 
h u g e  f u n d s  o f 
money to revolu-

tionise Agriculture in the 
state.

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
said it had become inevitable 
for state to diversify follow-
ing the downturn of Nigeria’s 
economy as a result of the fall 
in oil prices in the Interna-
tional market.

Ikpeazu, who made this 
known in Umuahia during 
the celebration of the Jubi-
lee Anniversary of the state 
(25th Birth Day), said his ad-
ministration had prioritised 
agriculture which was one 
the five pillars which the 
state hinged its developmen-
tal plan on.

“We have earmarked 
funds to acquire equipment 
and machinery needed to 
embark on massive cultiva-
tion of crops in which we 
have comparative advan-

ic situation had affected 
the finances of Abia and 
hampered his administra-
tion’s ability to fully meet 
its obligations.

“The circumstances not-
withstanding, we are proud 
of the great strides we have 
achieved so far. From road 

construction to our interven-
tions in Health, Education, 
Housing, Agriculture, Envi-
ronment and other critical 
sectors, this administration 
has defied the negative eco-
nomic indices to march reso-
lutely forward,” the governor 
enthused.
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tage,” said Ikpeazu.
The Abia State governor 

disclosed that his adminis-
tration had acquired new 
species of cassava and oil 
palm that could guarantee 
greater yields and higher 
resistance to diseases and 
other harvest-decreasing 
agents.

He therefore, called on 
Abians to key into the vi-
sion and join hands with his 
administration as it sought to 
increase the ability of people 
of the state to earn income 
and meet state, regional and 
national food demands.

The governor recalled that 
before the discovery of oil in 
Nigeria, agriculture was the 
mainstay of the people.

“We are aware that some 
of the most enduring lega-
cies of our founding fathers 
left for us is the belief that 
we can always get our suste-
nance from the land around 
us. We are now moving 
into a phase of deliberate 
embrace of the advantages 
that we have, ranging from 
our arable lands to the tra-

ditional know-how of our 
people when it comes to 
Agriculture,” Ikpeazu noted.

He further said that 
though Abia was aware of 
the economic realities fac-
ing Nigeria today, but as 
a component state in the 
country, the harsh econom-

BoI, MTN, partner Dbanj on new lottery platform

T
he Nigerian Bank of 
Industry (BoI), Mo-
bile Telecommunica-
tion Network (MTN), 

and Nigeria’s pop music icon 
Dapo Oyebanjo (Dbanj) have 
partner to launch a new lot-
tery platform called CREAM 
for budding creative minds, 
looking to make it big in the 
entertainment industry.

The “CREAM” platform 
is an acronym for “Creative, 
Reality, Entertainment, Arts, 
Music” and is expected to 
provide creative minds the 
opportunity to live their 
dreams of showcasing their 
talent to the world.

  “We have created this 
platform to reward tons of 
creative minds out there that 
don’t have the right plat-
forms to showcase their tal-
ent to the world,” said Dbanj, 
during a media briefing held 
recently at the Federal Pal-
ace Hotel, Victoria Island 
with key media executives.

 “Nigeria is filled with so 
much art and creativity and 
what better way to promote 
this great heritage than to 
give these young minds the 
right platforms. I am happy 
to bring to my loyal fans 
and lovers of good music 
this exciting platform that 

MABEL DIMMA a state of the art Video, a col-
laboration with any artiste 
of their choice (music or 
video collaboration), talent 
showcase, talent branding, 
promotion and marketing, 
among many others.  

   While the CREAM Lot-
tery service is available to 
all new and existing MTN 
prepaid customers only and 
winners will be announced 
on the CREAM website; in-
terested participants must 
take part in the daily draws 

for a month to qualify for the 
next month and can also be 
a part of multiple categories 
to increase their chances of 
winning.

The event also had in at-
tendance Modestus Duro, 
head, VAS marketing, MTN, 
Uche Nwagu of BoI, Ojeh 
Afam, assistant manager, 
National Lottery Regu-
lation Commission, and 
Gabriel Okoye (Gabosky), 
prominent movie producer 
among others.

the world can benefit from,” 
he said.

The competition is open 
to MTN subscribers and 
will see on a monthly basis 
winners emerge from three 
categories including music, 
video, and collaboration. 

Three winners will be se-
lected from the draws every 
first working day of the new 
month and will get exciting 
opportunities including; re-
cording deal which consists 
of recording a track, shooting 

Uche Nwuka, group head, creative desk BOI;  Modestus Duro, head VAS marketing MTN and Dbanj

FG launches 30 
business start-ups 
in Abuja

V
ice President Yemi 
Osinbajo, on Friday, 
launched 30 start-
up businesses by 

youths under the ‘Villa Demo 
Day’ platform for technol-
ogy, innovation and entre-
preneurship at Aso Rock villa. 
The event had in attendance 
founder of Facebook, Mark 
Zuckerberg and a host of tech 
guru’s from the technology 
industry which has been re-
ceiving a lot of attention lately.

Osinbajo announced plans 
to collaborate with facebook, 
with the belief that it will 
enhance entrepreneurial 
and innovative connectivity 
for Nigerian youths across 
Africa.

According to the VP, the 
Villa Day platform would 
be expanded to ensure more 
youth creativity and talents 
were put to use. 

Zuckerberg who had a 
closed door session with Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, 
the vice president and some 
ministers later proceeded 
to the launch of businesses 
owned by 30 winners selected 
from over 4,000 business pre-
sentations under the recently 
introduced Villa Demo Day.

MABEL DIMMA



Woe betide 
dollar!

T
he day was 20th 
of August 2016. 
Just a normal, 
supposedly un-
interesting day 

in the month of August. I 
was seated in my office at-
tending to the business of 
the day. Suddenly, a quiet 
and consistent thought 
started ringing in my sub-
conscious. At first I could 
not make sense of it but in 
its wake it was foreboding, 
dreaded and scary. I felt 
my whole peace being torn 
away from my inner man 
and fear, anxiety trying to 
close in on me, only for full 
realisation to dawn on me 
as to the agent of the attack 
on my mind. The words 
“Dollar, Dollar, Dollar” was 
what was responsible for 
what I was feeling. DOL-
LAR!!! How on earth did this 
get to my mind and why did 
it have this much effect on 
my mind? It was not part 
of my to-do list, I was not 
thinking about it but some-
what it gained ascendancy 
in my mind with so much 
force that I almost lost my 
peace and joy. It eventually 
dawned on me the amount 
of pressure that comes from 
whatever is made most 
noise about or much talked 
about.

Whether you are a will-
ing participant or you are 
an unwilling onlooker, so 
long as it is consistently 
in your hearing, it affects 
you. You would have to 
take drastic, violent steps 
against it to avoid its effects. 
In the midst of this tumultu-
ous revelation, the Spirit of 
the Lord spoke to my heart 
with words of comfort and 
guidance on how to release 
myself from this unwanted 
visitor. That nothing has 
the capacity to affect you as 
long as you know the name 
it bears. DOLLAR!!! Yes 
that’s its name. The design 
of God is all encompassing, 
you bear a name or have a 

name, animate or inanimate, 
you have bowed to the high-
est name, the name of JESUS. 
My jaw dropped, excitement 
filled my heart it was as 
though I’d never known this 
truth before. Immediately, 
with a loud voice rendering 
the air I shouted DOLLAR!!! 
In the name of Jesus!!! I am 
not at your mercy you are at 
my mercy!!!!!

Never forget Proverbs 
13: 2-3(a man shall eat good 
by the fruit of his mouth...), 
Proverbs 18:20-21 came 
alive with vehemence (…
death and life are in the 
p ower of the tongue. . . ) . 
These understanding gave 
fear and anxiety a rude 
shock of their lives. What-
ever it was that sent bold-
ness and c onfidenc e on 
errand sent them back im-
mediately and I began to 
address dollar and its effect 
in this season to favor me. 
I began to exercise my au-
thority as the righteousness 
of God in Christ Jesus.

“DOLLAR you are a name, 
if your design was NEVER 
meant to favour anyone, it 
is not me. You have come to 
bless me and I am blessed, 
you have come to favour 
me in this season and I am 
favoured. You can never be 
a disadvantage to me, you are 
my advantage. This season 
you’ll favour me, this season 
you’ll honor me. I profit max-
imally this season because of 
DOLLAR. This season broth-
ers and sisters WINNERS 
are SPEAKERS, SHOUTERS 
with the word of God in their 
mouth to execute judgment. 
This season, to watch and 
to do nothing is to be smit-
ten and ridden. This truth 
delivered me from the FEAR 
of dollar and restored my 
position as a victor over the 
circumstances of life. If dol-
lar likes let it be exchanged 
for N10,000 to 1 dollar. Its 
assignment by divine order 
is to favour me.

Remain blessed.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics
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With 
Okey Onyema

Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.

Phone no: 08130100850
Email:okey.onyema@yahoo.co.uk

E
very living thing 
and every activity 
on earth needs a 
suitable environ-

ment to thrive on.
G o d  d e m o n s t rat e d 

this fact during creation 
(Genesis 1). He knows that 
aquatic animals-fishes and 
other sea creatures can 
only survive and multiply 
in the waters; hence He 
made waters available for 
them to live in. God knows 
that arboreal creatures like 
birds need security and 
space to fly; He provided 
space in the atmosphere 
for their activities. The 
same goes for man. God 
knows that man can only 
thrive and fulfil his life 
in a terrestrial habitat, 
so He provided the dry 
land for his habitation. 
When you consider intel-
ligently the organisation 
and co-existence of life in 
both the plant and animal 
kingdoms, you will agree 
with me that they are 
suitably adapted for their 
ecosystems.

Before you can suc-
ceed, it is your responsi-
bility to create the needed 
spiritual and physical 
environment for what-
ever you are doing to 
thrive. Your strategies 
must be good enough to 
drive your ideas in their 
various stages of develop-
ment. In terms of physical 
environment, you have to 
be properly located and 
easily accessible. Proper 
planning and organisa-
tion with qualified per-
sonnel is necessary to 
actualise your goals and 
objectives. Moreover, you 
have to be intellectually, 
technically, and morally 
prepared to meet the de-
mands of nurturing your 
dreams, including growth 
and expansion challenges.

Spiritually, you have 
to create the necessary at-
mosphere that will attract 
favourable opportunities 
to you. When the spiritual 
atmosphere of your life is 

polluted with evil, unrigh-
teousness and wickedness, 
it will hinder you from 
succeeding as you ought 
to. Righteousness is the 
key to a sustainable suc-
cess. Righteousness exalts, 
unrighteousness demotes. 
“Righteousness exalts a na-
tion, but sin is a reproach 
to any people.” (Proverbs 
14:34). Without righteous-
ness, you will be building 
your life on a faulty foun-
dation which cannot stand 
the test of time.

When you prepare the 
right environment for 
your dream, vision or idea 
to breed on, it will produce 
for you. Jesus knew the 
importance of this prin-
ciple when he set out to 
look for a boat that would 
serve as a platform for 
him to preach the word of 
God to the multitudes fol-
lowing Him (John 5:1-3). It 
was not by simple random 
sampling that among all 
the disgruntled fishermen 
who had an unprofitable 
fishing night out, He chose 
the boat of Simon for his 
programme. Judging by 
the antecedents of these 
fishermen who later be-
came His apostles, Peter 
was more outgoing, gener-
ous and amenable than all 
of them. Jesus being the 
fullness of the Godhead 
in bodily form saw Peter 
as a springboard for His 
desired result.

 Depending on your 
vision, dream, idea and 
purpose of God for your 
life, you need to assess 
your environment. When 
you are in the right envi-
ronment, you have lim-
itless opportunities for 
success, a wrong environ-
ment means that you are 
wrongly located in a place 
where there is no space 
apportioned for you by 
destiny. As long as you are 
in the right environment, 
there will always be space 
for you to plant the seeds 
of destiny the creator has 
deposited into your hands.

Excellent life

Creating an enabling 
environment for 
success

C
oncluding the 
article we started 
some weeks ago 
on the subject of 

college entrepreneurship 
and how to take advantage 
of the opportunities preva-
lent in the university com-
munity, we resume where 
we stopped.

Without any formal 
education in business, 
you can learn how to 
sell online by practice 
and, thorough research 
and watching online tu-
torials, which is highly 
recommended to any as-
piring jewelry maker and 
other startups. Also focus 
a lot on photography, 
because great photos are 
one of the most impor-
tant aspects to success-
fully selling online. Fo-
cusing primarily on your 
business website search 
engine optimisation and 
promoting designs on 
social media platforms 
are the best ways to drive 
traffic to your products.

Startup costs are mini-
mal; creating an account 
is completely free and 
listing an item is negli-
gible per listing. Depend-
ing on the kind of jewelry 
you make will determine 
the costs of materials - so 
if you wish to work with 
wire, you will need ba-
sic wire wrap tools that 
come bundled in a kit, 
such as a wire cutter and 
several types of pliers.

Avoid using expen-
sive materials such as 
real gold and silver or 
precious stones. You can 
upgrade your materials 
once you have started 
selling your items on-
line and have built up a 
reserve.

Delivery and errand 
service - Let’s face it: peo-
ple are lazy and busy at 

the same time; so starting 
a delivery service that 
offers running errands, 
picking up take out or 
even going grocery shop-
ping for a busy profes-
sional or someone who is 
elderly is a great way to 
make extra cash. We still 
don’t have a dedicated 
fo o d delivery s ervic e 
outfit in Nigeria, so why 
not build one from the 
university. The examples 
from other clines show 
that leading food-deliv-
ery services, like Post-
mates or Seamless, make 
a fortune doing tasks for 
others, especially if it is 
done in a smaller school 
in an area where these 
food-delivery services 
don’t exist yet.

Start by setting up a 
website where p e ople 
can place orders. For a 
low fee, there are a num-
ber of platforms already 
available that make this 
step simple.

Save all receipts and 
charge customers after 
you have completed a 
task; add a 20 percent 
fee to the total costs of 
a purchase to generate 
your revenue. Market 
your services through 
word-of-mouth, flyers 
and social media pages.

Finally in closing, the 
watch word is to start 
small, grow fast and then 
expand - We can show 
you how tto get started 
today. Send me an SMS/
WhatsApp message or 
Call for more details and 
training opportunities 
and we will entrench the 
topic further.

- Nwaodu Lawrenc e 
Chukwuemeka (Ideas Ex-
change Consulting).

 n w a o d u . l a w -
r e n c e @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k  
(07066375847).

Low-cost business 
ideas for university 
students (4)

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.

co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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Erisco Foods and the patriot’s fervor

 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

Property 
Logic

Promoting affordable housing through 
quality & sustainable child education (1)

Akhigb e Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  Proper t yLogic 
Incorporated/Business Coach 
&  Seminar Speaker/Expert 
in Business & Property Law. 
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A
ffordable Housing is 
a theme synonymous 
with the masses world 
over. Even in very ad-

vanced societies, the theme; Af-
fordable Housing still trends in 
the news. In advancing countries 
as Nigeria; it is not out of place. The 
difference is that; with the highly 
developed societies; Affordable 
Housing has taken root. Every-
thing has been done to realize this. 
It is no more a major challenge. 
All the citizen requires is to be 
qualified. In the United Kingdom 
for instance; a citizen can do 
his affordability assessment and 
come to term with the result. No 
intrigues and no ’mago-mago’ as 
we say it in this part of the world.

If there is one factor that influ-
ences a man’s Housing decision, 
it is the education of his wards. It 

T
he compelling need 
for Nigerians to look 
inwards, for increased 
and improved local 
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 

processing of food materials, in 
this era of diversification from oil 
to agriculture is being symbolized 
by one notable Nigerian. Chief 
Eric Umeofia is his name. He 
is the President and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of Erisco 
Foods Limited. The winner, Sun 
Newspaper Manufacturer of the 
Year, 2015 and the proud recipient 
of the prestigious Zik’s Prize in 
Business Leadership has strong 
views on how Nigeria could 
succeed with the long-delayed 
backward integration policy. 
Popularly called the Tomato 
King, his company produces 
Erisco tomato paste, Nagiko and 
Rico-Giko seasoning cubes. The 
essence of his message to Nigeria’s 
crop of political leaders is to fast 
track  sustainable local production 
of food materials, diversify the 
economy, create more jobs and 
eventually become a net exporter 
of proceed foods.

To walk the talk, the Lagos 
factory of his company was 

commissioned by the wife of the 
president, Hajia Aisha Buhari on 
18th February, 2016. With the 
capacity to produce over 450,000 
Metric Tons (MT) per year, and 
employing some 2,050 workers 
his vision is to produce tomato 
paste in excess of Nigeria’s needs 
by the end of this year, as well 
as to begin exportation by next 
year. Not done, he has gone ahead 
to spend well over N4 billion 
to purchase raw tomatoes that 
would have gone to waste. He has 
also boasted that all the 22 items 
used for production are locally 
sourced. But he is not too happy 
about some government’s policies 
deliberately aimed at stifling his 
patriotic efforts.

Amongst these is his accusation 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) listing tomato concentrate 
in the list of 41 banned from being 
exported. Though Erisco Foods 
had made a deposit of $460,000 
(US Dollars) for the concentrate 
the CBN, which refused to heed 
its plea still went ahead to ban 
it and instead challenged it to 
produce such locally. He took 
this as a challenge and with the 
assistance of Nigerian engineers, 
using local technology the factory 
was able to produce it here in the 
country. His running battle with 
the CBN throws up the burning 
questions.

For instance, is it true that 
the CBN allocated a paltry 4 per 
cent of the much- needed foreign 
exchange to buy machines and 
the spare parts to facilitate local 
production? Is it also true that no 
fund was made available by the 
CBN to Erisco Foods to expand 
its farms and factories at Sokoto, 
Katsina and Jigawa states? And 
is it a fact that all the frustration 
the company has been bedeviled 
with was in connivance with 
an import cabal led by Indians, 
Chinese and Lebanese members 
of who are more interested in the 
import of foreign tomato paste?

His words, as made public 
through some advertorials he sent 
to President Muhammadu Buhari 
and signed by him command 
attention: “In our view CBN is 
confused on how our economy 
should be repositioned in line 
with our explanation as all their 
policies have been against the 
indigenous manufacturers. They 
have directly and indirectly been 
giving more support to the so 
called foreign investors who 
are out to ruin our economy”. 
Furthermore, he stated that: 
“We suspect that their reason for 
fighting us is that most of them 
showing strong sympathy and 
support to the import cabal led 
by the Indians, Lebanese and 
Chinese with some unpatriotic 
Nigerians to kill the health and 
economy of Nigeria”.

 We cannot but urge Mister 
President to use his vaulted 
position to investigate the claims 
made by Erisco Foods against 

some MDAs. It would remain a 
paradox of policies that at this 
material time when the clamour 
is for the encouragement and 
empowerment of local producers 
and processors of our raw 
materials, some other policies 
are reeled out to undermine the 
good intention of those who 
want to see Nigeria placed on the 
path of self sustenance in food 
production and even for export.

The other aspect to encourage 
economic growth is the provision 
of financial incentives to those 
genuinely interested in seeing to 
that. As Chief Umeofia has rightly 
suggested an intervention fund 
is required to reinvigorate the 
economy through indigenous 
entrepreneurs.  Though an 
amount of $5 billion has been 
suggested with an interest rate 
of 5 per cent, spread over a period 
of between 5 to 10 years, this 
could be fine tuned by both the 
Ministry of Finance and the CBN.

Also, the Bank of Industry (BoI) 
as well as the viable commercial 
banks could assist local investors 
by make access to loans with 
single interest rates and  long-
term period of repayment easy. 
Even at the state level, the need 
to catalyze small and medium 
scale enterprises involved in 
food production and processing 
has become imperative. One 
cannot but agree with the Erisco 
Foods boos that we should tread 
carefully with regards to the 
foreign investors we deal with.

To do so, we should ask if they 
are interested in local production, 

processing and export. Or, are 
they more involved in the 
importation and smuggling of 
fake, adulterated, unwholesome, 
mislabeled and cheap products 
that put the lives of Nigerians 
in peril? Are they also more 
concerned in capital flight at the 
expense of Nigeria’s economic 
wellbeing?

Above all, what matters most 
is how to put the economy of 
Nigeria in the safe hands of 
Nigerians. It does not make any 
economic sense to produce crude 
oil, cocoa, coffee, cotton, cashew 
nuts but continue to import the 
finished products at higher cost to 
the detriment of our sustenance. 
We need more Nigerians to add 
value to our raw materials as 
Chief Umeofia has done.

Nutrition tit-bits
a.  Do not cook food hurriedly 

or when one is sick.
b. Avoid meat that is pinkish at 

the middle after cooking.
c.   Avoid tinned tomato with 

black, rusty ring. It is a sign of 
contamination.

d. Avoid cooked rice left at 
room temperature for more than 
two hours. It could easily be 
contaminated. Heat to 87.5 oC and 
refrigerate.

e.  Avoid spitting, coughing, 
sneezing, nose-picking and 
scratching of boils while cooking. 
Cover your head, wear overall, or 
apron when cooking.

is not negotiable. Where to live; 
when to live there; how to live 
in the choice place all dog tail to 
the child education decision. No 
parents want to wake up and sud-
denly discover that haven given 
themselves a dream house, the 
child has no school to attend. Some 
even take further steps to define 
the type and standard of school 
their wards must have access to 
within manageable proximity 
from the resident. This has been 
a direct militating factor to hous-
ing surplus. A friend once told me 
and he meant it with every fiber 
of life around him; ‘I would rather 
remain here (in a rented apart-
ment in Surulere) than move to 
one obscure neighborhood where 
the education of my children 
would be sacrificed on the alter 
of personal house’. This is just 

one of the millions of the unsung 
Nigerians who would not take any 
further step if they are not double 
sure of the provision of qualitative 
child-education in the new neigh-
borhood. This decision further 
helps to fuel accommodation crises 
in the already congested urban 
neighborhood and the conse-
quences of this is very unhealthy 
housing practices.

For developers; mostly those in 
partnership with statutory institu-
tions that are expected to assist 
the Federal Government realize 
the concept of Affordable Hous-
ing for all Nigerians; their drive 
has always been to hit the bull’s 
eye. They put all their resources in 
massive construction of residences 
that are expected to be sold to 
the masses that are qualified for 
such using the set parameter. In 
the course of this, so much is left 
behind in providing other ameni-
ties that are to support the needs of 

the deserving buyers who would 
eventually become occupants. 
One of the facilities that take the 
backstage is educational facilities 
for the children and wards of the 
lucky beneficiaries. More often 
than none, these wards are left at 
the mercy of other opportunists 
who are driven strictly by profit 
and have divested some of their 
investable funds into providing 
these schools not necessarily 
with a passion for effective and 
sustainable child education. This 
now provides some level of dis-
equilibrium. While the parents 
may have realised their dream of 
personal Housing; they loose out 
in the provision of quality afford-
able and sustainable education for 
their children.

However, SIM Properties & 
Homes Limited, a major Player in 
the Real Estate sector has found a 
lasting solution to this enduring 
challenge. This company invited 
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PropertyLogic to the unveiling of 
an ultra modern state-of-the-art 
child education facility in one 
of its sprawling Estate facilities 
located in Ofada Hills in Ogun 
State, Southwestern Nigeria. The 
Chairman of the company, Pro-
fessor Simeon Ohirien Ahonsi 
is a man who would give an eye 
for a child to be educated. To him, 
nothing should be spared in giving 
a child the best in education and 
this must not be substituted for 
anything else.



M
ay we know you 
better by way of 
introduction?

I was born in 
1966 and grew up 

in Akure, Ondo state. For my edu-
cation, I attended St. Michaels Mis-
sionary Primary School and then 
went to St Louis Girls Grammar 
School, Akure, in the mid-eighties 
and then proceeded to Ondo State 
Polytechnic to study Food Science 
and Technology for my Ordinary 
National Diploma programme. Af-
ter the 2-year programme, I spent 
the next one year in Lagos for 
my mandatory work attachment 
where I served at Foremost Dairies 
in Mushin.  From there I got admit-
ted to the Federal Polytechnic, 
Ado-Ekiti for my HND programme 
and I finished in 1990. Luckily, I 
served in Lagos again at Guinness 
Nigeria where I spent one year as 
a youth corper and worked in the 
production department. Upon 
completion of my NYSC, and with 
the support of my uncle, Chief 
Alabi and my husband, I moved 
into the distribution of drinks and 
other beverages.

How was life growing up?
Life growing up was filled with 

ups and downs like every normal 
family experience. I was so small 
back then; so when we had any 
holiday, I would come down to La-
gos to spend time with my uncle or 
brothers, but life in Akure was very 
pleasant. I had wanted to become a 
pharmacist because I loved science 
subjects while I was in school. In 
fact, my best subjects were physics 
and biology, even though I found 
chemistry and further maths very 
tough. Sadly, I lost my dad when I 
was eight years old and so it was 
my mum and my uncle that really 
took care of us. My mum, who then 
was a businesswoman, is a very 
strong disciplinarian who loves us 
and wanted us to become better 
than her. I would not have achieved 
anything without her care and sup-
port; she’s really has being a pillar.

How did you start this busi-
ness?

During my NYSC at Guinness, 
I was not very involved with the 
production process. But then, my 
love and interest in production 
would force me to go to the boiler 
rooms and observe the whole 
process. Armed with my degree 
and the work experience, I had 
wanted to go into the production 
of wines and fruit juices, but my 
husband, who was already a busi-
nessman working as a car dealer, 
nudged me to consider going into 
business.  He felt that working as 
a businesswoman would provide 
me with time and opportunity to 
take good care of the children. We 
both agreed and sought the help 

‘Dedication to duty has been my success 
secret as a Guinness distributor’
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Sunday 04 September 2016 SUNDAYBD 33C002D5556

of an uncle of mine, Chief Alabi, 
and this marked the beginning 
of my journey into sales and dis-
tributorship.

I started this business on the 
30th of August, 1991, which means 
that I have been doing this for 25 
years and counting. I started with 
little cash, very small quantity of 
drinks, about 2 palettes and a 504 
vehicle. In those days, my husband 
used to come to my shop, and we 
would interact with the custom-
ers who came to buy drinks. I 
was so tiny and so, many people 
thought that it was my mum who 
owned the business, they would 
ask questions like, “Funmi, where 
is mummy”, and I will just say, 
“mummy is coming”.

From the shop, we moved to a 
very small warehouse that I rented 
for the business, and then later, 
moved to a bigger warehouse in 
the same area. With God’s help, 
we were able to purchase our own 
warehouse around Mafoluku, in 
Oshodi and when that became 
too small, we had to move to this 
current warehouse, which has 
got more space for our business 
operations.

In terms of the workforce, I 
started with a cashier and myself 
as the only employees of CF Ad-
eniyi Ltd. We worked together as a 
team and my love for maths helped 
me make sure that we got our daily 
stock keeping intact. As the busi-
ness grew, Guinness Nigeria also 

grew and provided a lot of support 
to us. We have managers, accoun-
tants, a company secretary and a 
host of off-loaders, who are part of 
the casual workforce at Guinness 
Nigeria ensuring that we continue 
to deliver value to our customers.   

 
Guinness has launched several 

initiatives to prevent the irrespon-
sible use of alcohol in society. How 
far do you think such initiatives 
can go in creating a responsible 
drinking culture in Nigeria?

Drinking responsibly is very 
good, because it is when you drink 
responsibly you can come back to-
morrow relaxed and have another 
drink. I think it’s only commonsen-
sical that people exhibit self control 
and take responsible drinking seri-
ous. What’s the point in drinking 
beyond your carrying capacity and 
disturbing the next person? People 
need to realise that initiatives like the 
DrinkIQ programme and the ember 
month campaign will go a long way 
to create a more robust responsible 
drinking culture in Nigeria.

What is your assessment of 
distribution and logistics in Nige-
ria today? To what extent has this 
situation affected your business?  

When I started in this business, 
I had just one 504 pick-up vehicle. 
I started out small and our opera-
tions were lean.  But as we grew 
in trade, Guinness Nigeria was our 
biggest cheer leader as they sup-

ported us with vans which made 
distribution much easier. Today, 
we have expanded and can reach 
our customers wherever they 
are. However, the challenges of 
multiple taxation, arbitrary imposi-
tion of levies by local government 
councils and the bad road network 
are general issues that threaten 
business success.

What are the future aspira-
tions for your business?

Well, God has been faithful so 
far and I am very grateful everyday 
especially when I think about our 
days of little beginning. We have 
a succession plan in place for this 
business. It is our hope that our 
daughter, who is currently studying 
in the United States, would take this 
business to the next level. She has 
been a part of this business since 
she was in secondary school having 
being put in charge of managing the 
van salesmen account. Subject to 
God’s will and design, we are confi-
dent that she’ll take very good care 
of this business and reposition it for 
the next twenty five years. 

What advice will you offer 
young entrepreneurs who are 
desirous of success?

First advice is that young people 
must have strong interest in what-
ever endeavor they want to un-
dertake and they must have done 
proper research and feasibility 
studies. When I started out, I didn’t 

attend parties. Sunday was dedi-
cated to church and family outings. 
Outside that, the only place you’d 
find me in those early years was 
at the office.  

Secondly, they must learn to be 
prudent and frugal in their spend-
ing and purchases. Let’s say, you 
have 100 crates of small stout and 
you make a profit of 5000 naira. 
You cannot afford to spend all 
that money because you’ll need 
to reinvest part of that profit into 
the business. That’s the only way 
to grow. These days, I see young 
people in trade buying aso-ebi to 
attend parties. If care is not taken, 
you’ll dip your hand in the till and 
end up spending all your money 
on dresses and fashion accessories.    

Thirdly, I believe in the efficacy 
of prayers and divine interven-
tion. As such, before you employ 
anybody into your business, give 
it serious thought by committing 
it to God in prayers. This for me is 
a very key business decision that 
you must make as an entrepreneur. 
I don’t take people anyhow in my 
business. Even if you come highly 
recommended, I’ll take my time to 
pray and this has worked for me.

Customer relations and pro-
viding excellent service is very 
important, especially in our line 
of business. Because, we deal with 
cash, some people will come to you 
and make requests of loans, grants 
or dash. It’s good to give but you 
must be smart and show wisdom 
- you don’t give what you don’t 
have. It’s that simple.  I faced this 
very early on in the business and 
I suffered headaches concerning 
this in my business. I would give 
some people empties only for them 
to deny receiving it from me or 
claiming that they have returned 
it when I wasn’t around.  And so, I 
stopped giving customers empties. 
If you have 2 crates to buy, come 
and buy it.  Also, I don’t normally 
give customers credit if you have 
not been buying from me for like 
6 months and above.  I have to trust 
him or her, so I can know the capa-
bility and strengths of that person 
and this has really helped me but I 
don’t give credit anyhow.

What’s the best advice that you 
have ever received from anyone 
which to some extent has helped 
you in life?

 The best advice I ever got, 
which was given to me by my 
husband, is that customers are al-
ways right. Irrespective of the age, 
social status or behaviour of the 
customer, you must always respect 
and treat them well. In my experi-
ence, they’ll always come back to 
you even when they are clearly in 
the wrong.  Like the golden rule, 
always treat your customers in 
the same manner that you would 
want to be treated.

Adeniyi

Funmi Adeniyi is a fifty year-old Lagos-based exclusive distributor for Nigeria’s first total alcohol beverage com-
pany, Guinness Nigeria Plc, which has an unrivalled collection of beverage alcohol & non-alcohol brands across 
the Spirits, Wine & Beer categories. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, she shares her twenty-five year 
old entrepreneurial journey and provides nuggets of wisdom for aspiring business owners. Excerpts:
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Kevin Cha, President LG Electronics

Tecno Mobile lures customers 
with innovative features

I
nnovation appears end-
less as Original Equipment 
Manufacturers, OEMs, in 
the mobile phone compete 
with enhanced features to 

boost customers’ experience.
Just recently, Tecno Mobile 

started singing a new song in 
the Nigerian market with the 
introduction of its eye scanner 
and camera-centric Camon C9 
smart phone.

With dual SIM that has up 
to 4G-network support, the 
device which is a total detour 
from its predecessor the Camon 
flagships in terms of specifica-
tions, no doubt, has raised the 
bar with high-end camera fea-
tures.

Accordingly, Camon C9, the 
successor to last year’s Camon 
C8, spots a massive upgrade on 
the front camera, going from 
5 megapixels on the C8 to a 
whopping 13 megapixels on the 
C9.

Crafted with advanced 
state-of-art technology, the 
new product which boasts of 
high camera quality among 
other thrilling features is beau-
tifully designed to complement 
customers swag and class.

The Dual 13MP front cam-
era is unbelievably massive 

and innovative. Going user ex-
perience, the camera has dual 
flashlights which is the first 
of its kind in the smart phone 
market. With the device, you 
can now capture the best mo-
ment even in the dark due to 
the innovative dual flash on the 
front-facing camera.

Although many smartphone 
enthusiasts may find it diffi-
cult to make a choice of device 
at the point of purchase, while 
experiencing the device, one 
thing is clear – Camon C9, it is 
said  offers the best Selfie cam-
era phone.

In line with new product 
releases from Tecno so far, the 
Camon C9 has a wide-angle 
capability, which ensures that 
consumers can capture more 
people in a single picture and 
also take panoramic pictures 
with friends scattered all 
around.

While advanced camera 
functionality is the most talked 
about feature of the Camon 
C9, the front camera adds an 
impressive 83-degree captur-
ing angle, which allows more 
people to feature in Selfies. 
The camera is particularly op-
timized for low light photog-
raphy and takes beautiful pic-
tures in the dark. Thanks to its 
F/2.0 lens, which also allows it 

DANIEL OBI

W
hen technology en-
thusiasts converge 
on Berlin every 
September for the 

world’s foremost trade show for 
consumer electronics and home 
appliances, otherwise known as 
IFA, tech evangelists, media and 
commentators are always quick to 
point out just how much technology 
has evolved in the last year.

 The progress made over the past 
year alone is apparent to even the 
most casual observer, but what are 
the innovative consumer trends 
that will gain mass appeal this year? 
Will IFA be a platform for an actual 
reality check on the evolution of 
actual consumer trends?

 The Internet of Things (IoT) 
trend has been trending on for a 
while now and consumers have all 
been waiting and wanting to know 
more and experience this new evo-
lution. Technology has progressed 
to the point where innovation is no 
longer about creating a better life, 
instead it is the desire to create a 
better lifestyle for consumers that 
underpins the most exciting new 
products.

 As IFA 2016 comes in to focus, 
it will be important to assess the 
impact of technology on consumer 
lifestyles, as well as the way that 

Consumer: Will IoT continue the 
driving trend at IFA 2016?

tection software is pretty impres-
sive and uses retina detection in 
just seconds.

Even for heavy battery users 
because of apps, with a 3000mAh, 
the Camon C9’s battery will com-
fortably take consumers through 
your daily activities.

In the battery region, the 
Camon C9 houses a non-remov-
able 3,000mAh battery. Though 
this was similar to  Camon C8 
however, the major upgrade in 
the Camon C9 is the fast charge 
technology because, Camon C8 
users often complained that the 
battery took forever to charge. 
The good news is, the C9 is here 
to save the day.

The Camon C9 has a standby 
of 200 hours and can give you 
up to 7 hours of video play when 
fully charged.

Even with well-crafted tech-
nologies, the bulge at the back of 
the device looks a bit too much. 
The Eye-print recognition which 
is one of its major swag does 
not seem to work very well in 
the dark. Also, the lack of a gy-
roscope makes it incompatible 
with VR. However, improved 
front camera, pretty good Selfie 
camera, more RAM compared 
with the Camon C8, faster pro-
cessor, Android 6.0 and HiOS 
1.0 which now makes Tecno de-
vices fun to use.

21st century life is changing expec-
tations for technology.

 The driving force behind intui-
tive, connected and stylish devices 
is no longer aimed at simplifying 
daily tasks and chores, products 
are instead about helping users live 
more fulfilled lives that allow them 
to thrive in today’s ultra-connected 
world.

Alongside the hype around the 
dozens of billions of connected 
objects to appear in the next 5 to 
10 years, the internet of things 
(IoT) is already opening up newer 
business opportunities and urging 
the industry players to prepare for 
the next wave of innovation - an 
entirely new way of interacting 
with the world!

The power of big data to create 
actionable intelligence that creates 
new capabilities and opens up new, 
prolific levels of productivity – the 
current IoT is just that! It is the trans-
formation of any physical object 
into a digital data product. Once we 

attach a sensor to it, 
a physical object will 
start functioning a lot 
like any other digital 
product – it emits data 
about its usage, loca-
tion and state; it can 
be tracked, controlled, 
personalized and up-
graded remotely; and, 
when coupled with 
all the progress in 
Big Data and artifi-
cial intelligence, it can 
become intelligent, 
predictive, collabora-
tive and in some cases 
autonomous.  All this 
will together create 
greater value and un-
precedented econom-
ic opportunity.

 Progress may seem 
slow to end users, but 
IoT is booming and 
the world will witness 
the impending effects 
soon. As a thought 

leader in consumer electronics and 
home appliances, LG Electronics 
is cognizant of the tremendous 
trendsetting role IFA plays in the 
industry. 

This year’s focus is not merely 
about product utility as products 
have begun to take on aesthetic 
elements that serve little in the way 
of function but lend devices an aura 
of class and stylish sophistication; 
therefore, lifestyle benefits and so-
cial status are seen to be key drivers 
as more and more consumers will 
use forward-thinking technology 
to denote their lifestyles.

LG Electronics said it  promises 
to impress IFA attendees this Sep-
tember with an array of cutting-
edge products. While LG holds a 
commanding position in the global 
television and home appliances 
market, plans are ongoing to push 
the boundaries further. Technology 
is improving faster than ever and LG 
said in a statement that it is commit-
ted to creating products that stand 
the test of time.

to have faster shutter speeds.
Tecno Camon C9 has a more 

premium build, although hav-
ing a plastic cover, it appears 
sleeker and brilliant with its 
body design.

With the main selling point 
of Tecno’s Camon line being its 
camera, the phone is 5.5 inches, 
what experts would describe 
as a perfect portable size. It has 
a full HD 1920 x 1080 screen 
which makes sure pictures 
come out looking striking, and 
also makes watching videos a 
delight.

The Home, Return and Re-
cent apps buttons are lit-up, 
touch sensitive keys placed 

below the screen, just as with 
its predecessor the Camon C8. 
The light around the Home 
button pulses when the phone 
is charging or has new notifica-
tions like unread messages or 
missed calls; way cooler than 
many LED notifications.

The product is powered by 
Android 6.0 Marshmallow and 
Tecno’s exclusive UI called the 
HiOS. The smooth running HiOS 
1.0 gives the Android Marshmal-
low a different feel.

The icons and apps introduce 
a couple of its own features such 
as the ability to change into a va-
riety of themes and eye detection 
software for security. The eye de-



T
he past beats inside me 
like a second heart and 
I wish I could go back 
in time and change 
some things so that I 

don’t have to feel haunted by a 
few things in my past or maybe 
just move to a different location 
and leave all these behind. But 
alas! This could only pass for a 
mere wish because I can cross 
out my past but I certainly can-
not erase it. 

My name is Charles Johnson. 
I’m the first in a family of four 
children. Born on the 10th of 
May 1986, I grew up with a sil-
ver spoon firmly placed in my 
mouth and being the only son, I 
was pampered beyond measure 
which meant I got anything I so 
desired.

My parents were both senior 
lecturers in the state where we 
resided which meant we lived in 
the staff quarters.

I got into the university al-
most immediately after my 
secondary school and it was all 
thanks to my dad who not only 
made sure I secured an admis-
sion but also ensured I was 
offered a course in engineering 
which was his dream, not mine. 
My dream or not, school was 
fun and I enjoyed every bit of 
it. I had girls in various sizes, 
shapes and complexion at my 
beck and call. My father was 
the Dean of our faculty so that 
earned me more friends than I 
had the need for.

My nightmare b egan in 
my 400level, months after I 
met Joan, a 300-level English 
Language student in the same 
school. Joan was decent and dif-
ferent from the other girls I had 
known. She was beautiful, bril-
liant and had a charming smile. 
It was these virtues that told 
me I could have her for keeps. 
Being the only son, my parents 
reminded me constantly that 
I needed to settle down ahead 
of my peers and they always 
concluded with all those talks of 
not allowing their lineage to end.

Joan was the type to take 
home to mama and I looked for-
ward to the day I would do that 
but there was this thing about 
Joan that angered me so much, 
she was way too friendly to the 
opposite sex. I had warned her 
times without number to keep 
those flashes and hugs she gave 
other guys for me only but it 
turned out that was too difficult 
for her to do.

Don’t get me wrong, I am not 
saying she was being unfaithful 
but I know some guys would 
mistake those infectious smiles 
of hers to mean something else 
and I wasn’t going to sit and 
watch someone begin farming 
on my land before I raised alarm.

Shortly after I met Joan, I 
bade my numerous girlfriends 
goodbye but I retained the room 
that served as my ‘guest house’. It 
was a studio apartment I rented 
with my bosom friend, Kelvin. 
Since my parents never allowed 
me entertain my girlfriends’ 
not to talk of walking them up 
to my room, this arrangement 
was perfect.

Anytime I wanted alone-time 
with Joan, this was where we 
spent that time and Kelvin never 
interfered because I paid the 
bulk of the rent. All he needed 
to do was disappear and reap-
pear when the time was right 
for him to so. I had a spare key 
and I would always leave a sign 
on the door to show that he was 
not needed at that moment and 
he would just walk away.

Tuesday 19th June, 2007 is 
one day I would never forget in 
a hurry no matter how hard I 
tried to. I had sighted Joan that 
day hugging a guy in front of one 
of the lecture halls, exactly what 
I told her not to do. Maybe she 
thought I wouldn’t see her since 
our departments were far apart 
but I did see her and that grieved 
me so much. The guy was even 
flirting with her and from all 
indications; she loved it as she 

kept on flashing an annoyingly 
sheepish smile. ‘What was all 
that for? And who was that guy 
by the way?’ I thought to myself.

In anger, I abandoned what I 
had come down there to do and 
rushed back to Kelvin’s place to 
cool off. I was going to summon 
her down here and ask her why 
she had chosen to humiliate 
me in front of those riffraff she 
hugs from time to time. I rang 
her and told her to meet me in 
our hideout as soon as she can. 
She said she was almost close 
to her hostel but promised she 
would just drop her books and 
hurry down. Joan was always 
loyal and respectful but at that 
moment that didn’t count.

As soon as she tapped on the 
door, I opened it and dragged her 
inside. She was surprised and 
she didn’t hide it one bit. ‘Babe, 
what’s wrong? Are you okay…,’ 
she began but I cut her short.

‘I should be the one asking 
that question. Are you okay? 
How many times have I told 
you to stop hugging those your 
boyfriends and caressing them 
in the public? Who know what 
you do with them when no one 
is watching and by the way who 
was that guy I saw you hugging 
today?’ I asked angrily.

She looked confused for a 
moment. Apparently trying 
to recollect all that transpired 
earlier but when it appeared 
she could not recall much she 
said, ‘Which guy are you talking 
about, Charles?’

I sparked, ‘Do you just ask 
which guy? Which means they 
are now too many, how many 
did you hug today or have you 
lost count?’

‘ What’s  all  thes e ab out, 
Charles? You should learn to 
trust me else this relationship 
will never see the light of day,’ 
she said and made for the door. 
She was about leaving when I 
told her to come back but she 
replied, ‘You are all childish now. 
I’ll come back when we can have 
a decent conversation.’

Me? Childish? As she placed 
her hand on the door handle, I 
grabbed her hair and dragged 
her backwards so she would 
face me but she missed her step 
and fell on the chair writhing 
in pain. That was no time to pet 
her so I opened the door and 
stormed out.

Kelvin called me that evening 
to ask if I had seen Joan earlier 
in the day. That was when I re-
membered that I left the key at 
the door but Joan is no stranger, 

‘I killed my girl friend and covered 
it, now her spirit haunts me’  

she would keep the keys. I was 
already resting my nerves at 
home and told Kelvin all that 
transpired between I and Joan 
the following day but he insisted 
on coming over to my place 
which he did.

When I saw Kelvin, he was 
scared to bits as if the police was 
after him but the next few words 
that came out of his mouth 
scared the hell out of me as well. 
“Joan is dead,” he said looking 
around to make sure no one was 
eavesdropping.

At that moment I did not 
know what to do but there was 
no time to argue or even think 
because the body would have 
been stiff by then. I quickly 
went inside the house, picked 
up my car keys and followed 
Kelvin back to our apartment. 
We waited until it was dark, 
then we tied a stone round 
Joan’s neck and dumped her 
into the river which was quite 
some distance from the house. 
Kelvin and I spent the entire 
night cleaning off Joan’s DNA 
and drinking ourselves to stu-
por.

The following day, I went 
home but I stayed indoors all 
day giving everyone the impres-
sion that I was quite indisposed. 
Joan’s friend, Stella called in the 
evening asking after Joan but I 
told her I never saw her. She said 
Joan told her she was coming to 
see me the day before and she 
had not seen her since then. I still 
stood my ground and told her we 
never saw.

I thought I had been able to 
convince Stella but I was wrong 
because she came to my house 
the next day in the company of 
Joan’s parents. They wanted to 
know what I had done to their 
daughter but I told them I was 
looking for her as well. 

Some mystery occurred in the 
few weeks that followed. Joan’s 
corpse was seen floating on the 
river and this time her parents 
visited again but not without 
their lawyer. They said I would 
never get away with the murder 
of their precious daughter so 
they took me to court but, my 
dad fought to ensure that justice 
was not only delayed but denied 
and he won.

Nine years down the line and 
married to the most beautiful 
soul after Joan’s with two lovely 
children, I’m still running from 
pillar to post in search of a little 
peace for my soul but all I find 
is more terror. I dread closing 
my eyes because of the visions 
that haunts me. I’m afraid to 
confide in my wife who has 
been worried over the incessant 
nightmares.

I’m exhausted. How do I free 
myself from this? I need to be 
released from my past before I’m 
finally hunted down because my 
past is fast catching up on me.
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‘No matter how provoked, Christian 
must continue to preach peace’

Could you please tell us more about 
yourself?

B
y the grace of God I grew up 
like any normal child and 
had my primary education 
in my home town. I am from 
Ibilo in Akoko-Edo Local 

Government, in Edo State. I got born 
again at a very tender age, did every-
thing possible to serve God. The quest 
to know Him more and more actually 
pushed me into leadership position in 
the church. I served in almost all the 
whole departments in our ministry 
until I came into the ministry. I would 
not want to say I came into the ministry 
fulltime but then I worked, pastoring as 
a young man. Proceeded to the higher 
institution, attended Polytechnic in the 
North where my faith in Christ was 
strengthened. I schooled in Bauchi with 
so many riots, but then it strengthened 
my faith. So, I came to Lagos as a youth 
corper, had a good place to work and 
then the grace of God upon my life was 
the thing which challenged me to work 
in the ministry, and I came into full-
time ministry shortly after my youth 
service in Lagos and I served in various 
locations and worked as a part time in 
Lagos and was transferred to Ibadan. 
From Ibadan, was transferred back to 
Lagos, spent five years, after that I was 
transfered to Delta State where I spent 
three years. In 2014, I was brought back 
to Lagos, to the Zonal Headquarters 
where I am presently.

Looking at CGMI Lagos-West under 
your leadership, how has it been?

By the grace of God before now La-
gos-West was very broad, was cover-
ing as far as to Victoria Island, Badagry, 
and in 2014 shortly after my resump-
tion we calved out another zone from 
our zone, which is Victoria Island zone. 

The Worshippers

We now cover from Apapa to Badagry 
and presently we are believing God 
to actually expand the zone because 
there have been lots of restructuring 
in our ministry of late. The number 
of our branches has reduced drasti-
cally, we have to give Victoria Island 
some branches, we give Lagos Central 
some branches, so we are trying to 
open new branches. You know, Okoko 
area is peculiar because of the traffic 
situation. So, as much as we can, we 
are coming together once a while to 
hold programmes but not as much as 
we would have liked to do if the traffic 
is not there. But, we are doing great by 
the grace of God.

As a church, how do you reach out 
to your host community?

Oh great, when I resumed here 2014, 
the road – this street was abandoned for 
so many years I was told, when people 
are coming to church they pack their 
cars by the main road. The first thing I 
did was to work on the road, and work-
ing on the road I discovered that the 
fencing of our church (our compound) 
was too close to the road and because 
of that there was no proper drainage 
system. I had to break-down the whole 
fence and gave some meters to the road, 
constructed a new fence, and also when 
I came in here there used to be a lot of 
armed robbery cases around here, so 
I had to fix street lights on this street 
and it has specially minimised greatly 
the rate of crime. Also, sometimes my 
youths go to the street, the market at 
Ishashi there to go and clean the gutters. 
So we clean the gutters and make free 
flow of water and all of that. We do so 
much to affect the community and we 
also discover that there are some people 
around who are kind of destitute; some-
times I call them and try to rehabilitate 

them, ask them what they can do. Some 
of them as much as possible I know giv-
ing them money will not solve their 
problem, I advise a couple of them, you 
go get what you do, let’s know what we 
can do. These are the things we are do-
ing.

Would you say the church has posi-
tively impacted the host community?

By the grace of God, yes. Even re-
cently I went to the police division, the 
divisional headquarters here to request 
for their services, they told me that of 
late they’ve seen the great impact of the 
church on the community. The commu-
nity leader has visited me several times 
to commend what God is using us to do.

Looking at the state of the nation, 
what is your advice to politicians and 
people in position of authority?

It’s simple, the bible says the fear of 
God is the beginning of wisdom and if 
we put ourselves in the shoes of other 
people, feel what they are feeling the 
bible says we have a high priest who 
is touched by our infirmities. If we feel 
what people feel, we will be able to lead 
them well. One of the greatest chal-
lenges we have in our country is that 
everybody is too much after his own, 
what you have to get and save for your 
children; that has actually crippled a lot 
of things. My candid advice to politi-
cians and our leaders is that let God rule 
them, rule their heart and let them be 
concerned about other people. If you 
pass a road and you see that the road 
is not good and you are in a position 
to effect a change; you effect a change. 
By the grace of God I’ve traveled to few 
countries, I see the way some leaders 
behave over there, they are concerned 
about the people and they are not after 
accumulating wealth for themselves. If 
our leaders can copy those good things 
they do, we will do better in this coun-
try.

Over the years, people say that the 
greatest problem of Nigeria has to do 
with leadership. All our leaders claim 
to serve God in their own right – either 
Christians or Muslims. Where is the 
place of God in the leadership of the 
country?

Being religious does not really make 
one a good leader. Sometimes, when I sit 
down to look at what is happening in 
the country, I think its misplacement of 
priority, we don’t really put right people 
in the right places. Sometimes, if you see 
people who know what they are doing 
and you put them where they are sup-
posed to be, they will do better. A situa-
tion where you put a figurehead leader 
in a place and you expect people under 
him to help him do the work, he does 
not have idea of what is to be done, he 
will not be able to do the right thing. It’s 
just like in a church setting, if you put a 
teacher in the place of an evangelist, he 
will just teach, but if you put an evange-
list in the place of an evangelist, he will 
do well. We profess God, we talk about 
God, but do we fear this God? How can 
a man say he fears God, and you dupe, 
you cheat, and you see people suffering, 
these people sent you there and you see 
them suffering and you neglect them, 
where is the fear of God? So, if we re-
ally fear God we will not be concerned 

about ourselves; if we really fear God, 
we will put God first. How do we put 
God first? We serve God with our posi-
tion. How do we serve God? We serve 
humanity, we don’t see God, it’s these 
people you see, you serve them, and by 
so doing you are serving God. So, if our 
leaders can return back to serving man, 
serve man as though you are serving 
the Lord to be able to fulfill the will of 
God.

The North has remained a killing 
field where Christians are being mas-
sacred by Muslim fanatics, yet Chris-
tian leaders are not speaking up; is it 
out of cowardice or what?

The problem is not far-fetched; 
Christianity is all about life and peace. 
We give life and we preach peace. It’s 
not gotten to that stage of preaching vio-
lence for violence, these are some of the 
things that are in our society, and over 
there in the North some of them believe 
that when they kill Christians they are 
killing the infidels (unbelievers) so to 
speak but Christians don’t have that 
mind set. And, an average Christian has 
the understanding that killing is a sin so 
by so doing, when they are coming up 
with all their riots, Christians are being 
careful. It’s not that they are cowards, 
no – the truth is that they are just try-
ing to keep their faith not to offend God. 
I think that is the major reason; some-
times you see Christians striking, we 
have some Christians who also believe 
in this school of thought that look if 
you are pushed to the wall you have to 
defend yourself: you strike, some Chris-
tians believe that, for instance when I 
was in the North there was a time we 
had student crisis and during the stu-
dent crisis it was supposed to be just a 
normal riot but it turned out to be a re-
ligious fracas; Christians and Muslims, 
so in our fellowship they will always 
tell us please you have to maintain the 
peace no matter what. When they see 
you maintain the peace, by this they 
will know that you are a child of God. 
But, they don’t have this consciousness, 
so what do we do. In the midst of this 
there are some groups of young Chris-
tians from the South here who said 
no – if they carry cutlass we will carry 
cutlass, so we have a very little fraction 
of Christians that believe that they can 
also strike. But, I pray for Nigeria that 
we will not get to a point where both 
religions will now begin to think that 
we can carry ammunitions to defend 
and to fight, when we get to that point 
it will turn to something else.

 If you were asked today, to make 
one request for Nigeria, what would 
be that greatest request?

My greatest request; this morning for 
instance I did make a request for Nigeria 
on our family alter, I asked God to revive 
Nigeria and reform Nigeria again. And, I 
told them do you remember there was a 
time that we have what they call Udoji 
in this nation, that God has not changed. 
Do you remember there was a time that 
a Peugeot car was being sold 5000 naira 
that God has not changed. So, I pray God 
to revive Nigeria again bring restora-
tion to our country, let the heart of our 
leaders yearn for God. That is my great-
est request.
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Pelemoh Martins, a reverend and coordinator Church of God Mission, Lagos-West, Okoko, spoke 
with SEYI JOHN SALAU on the need for Nigerians to go back to true worship and service of 
God by rendering selfless service to man. He also spoke on some national issues. Excerpts:

Pelemoh Martins



I
t is obvious the Nigeria movie in-
dustry is having a good time with 
the many high-budget movies 
in the cinemas these days. One 
of such movies is ‘76, the multi-

million dollar movie full of historical 
drama and intrigues. However, the 
landmark Nigerian cinematic produc-
tion is set to make a global opening at 
the 41st Toronto International Film 
Festival later this month has now also 
been exclusively chosen to have its 
European premiere at the prestigious 
BFI London Film Festival. This is the 
first Nollywood film to be chosen 
by both Toronto and London film 
festivals back to back and is a new 
milestone in African cinema. The 
film, a love story embedded in treason, 
intrigue, patriotism and faith is set in 
Ibadan, Nigeria, against the backdrop 
of transition and the struggle for po-
litical stability in 1976 and is inspired 
by real life events that led to the assas-
sination of Murtala Muhammed, the 
then Head of State.

As well, the film’s cast and crew have 
received a major boost with a high 
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’76 set for a landmark premiere
OBINNA EMELIKE

profile endorsement from Olusegun 
Obasanjo; the Head of State who suc-
ceeded the assassinated Murtala Mu-
hammed at the time and later went 
on to become a two term President 
making him both a military and civil-
ian leader of the largest black nation 
in the world. Obasanjo described ‘76 
as; “The best view of one of the worst 
times in our nation’s history. A must-
watch and an insight that was long 
overdue. Watching the attention 
to detail and hearing my own voice 
in February 1976, brought out both 
sweet and sour memories as Murtala 
Muhammed was not only my boss, he 
was my friend. I cannot attest to what 
went on in the homes as we were fo-
cused on the field, but this film gives 
me an insight into that”.

Set during the era of military assassi-
nations and political unrest in Nigeria, 
the movie also had the full approval 
and endorsement of the Nigerian 
Army and the Murtala Muhammed 
family, and was shot inside the con-
fines of a military base, another first 
in Nigeria’s cinematic history.  It comes 
40 years after the actual events and 
follows four years of work by Izu 

Ojukwu; the multi-award winning 
director and the production teams of 
Adonis Production and Princewill’s 
Trust, a brainchild of Prince Tonye 
Princewill and Adonijah Owiriwa 
who are the film’s executive pro-
ducers. Africa Magic, a Multichoice 
subsidiary also signed on as partners.

“Our objective was to show audi-
ences, amongst other things, what the 
wives of officers had to go through. 
Military coups were our legacy. In 
some ways, we are still trying to re-
cover from this. Everyone sees and 
hears the perspective of the officers. 
But the woman’s story stays silent. 
We wanted to highlight the strength 
and the vulnerabilities of the typical 
African woman through the eyes of 
officers’ wives. This is a filmmaker’s 
small contribution to raising their 
volume”,  Adonijah Owiriwa, execu-
tive producer, ’76, stated.

The film stars renowned Nollywood 
stars such as Rita Dominic, Ramsey 
Nouah, Chidi Mokeme, Ibinabo Fi-
beresinma, Memry Savanhu, Daniel K 
Daniel, Debo Oguns, Adams Shuaibu 
and a host of other rising stars. At the 
centre of the very gripping romantic 
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thriller is the charismatic, ‘Captain Jo-
seph Dewa’, played by Ramsey Nouah 
who is indicted by the military for his 
alleged role in the coup.

The film will have its red carpet Lon-
don premiere on October 15, 2016 and 
will be attended by all the key cast, 
crew and special guests. It will then 
have its African premiere in Lagos 
on November 11, 2016 before being 
released nationwide in cinemas from 
November 25, 2016.

The BFI London Film Festival’s 
60th anniversary edition, which will 
take place at venues across the UK 
capital are from October 5-16, 2016.  
In an exciting development, the 60th 
edition of the LFF will also see the 
launch with the BFI and LFF’s official 
Time Partner IWC Schaffhausen, 
of a significant new bursary award 
to support exceptional new and 
emerging UK filmmakers. The IWC 
Schaffhausen Filmmakers Bursary 
Award in association with the BFI 
and is a £50,000 award to benefit an 
outstanding British writer, director, or 
writer/director whose first or second 
fiction feature film premieres at the 
BFI London Film Festival.
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A
s part of its campaign 
to promote a pur-
poseful leadership 
in Nigeria, The Rock 
Cathedral in collabo-

ration with Natives FilmWorks, 
Michelangelo Productions and the 
Bolanle Austen- Peters Production 

House on the Rock Church premieres 93 Days

will premiere the highly antici-
pated Steve Gukas film - 93 Days.

Starring Bimbo Akintola, Dan-
ny Glover, Tim Reid, Somkele 
Idhalama, Keppy Ekpenyong 
Gideon Okeke and other talented 
actors, 93 Days is a compelling 
story of dedication, sacrifice and 

resilience which celebrates the 
courage shown by the First Con-
sultant Medical Team, the Lagos 
State & Federal Governments and 
well-meaning organisations in 
combating the Ebola virus, which 
broke out early 2014 in Nigeria.

Bimbo Akintola portrays the 
late emulable Dr. Stella Adadevoh 
who worked with her younger 
colleagues, and whose early detec-
tion of the disease in a patient and 
insistence on treating him contrib-
uted greatly to limiting the spread 
of the disease in our nation. This 
powerful movie has the central 
themes of triumph, heroism and 
a country’s determination to rise 
above the storm.

The film also highlighted the 
rapid response of the Lagos State 
Government and its collaboration 
with other well-meaning organ-
isations in combating the deadly 
virus. Thus, this notable event is 
themed: The Power of Collabora-
tion.
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Sammy is back on the hustle    

S
ammy Yakubu; X3M Mu-
sic’s best kept secret, is fi-
nally poised to enter the 
mainstream with his brand 
new single Hustle, a posi-

tive call to action and nod to indus-
try that speaks to the present times.

Hustle as written and performed 
by Sammy is an encouraging, up-
tempo manifesto that promotes the 
ideals of hard work and persever-
ance especially among the youth. 
It opens with a picture perfect 
scenario where Sammy sings of a 
certain level of achievement; Small 
money inuapo/driving round town 
in my moto/come back home to my 
ile. But Hustle is interested in loftier 
ideals than the glorification of cheap 
materialism.

In the succeeding verses, Sammy 
employs his sweetened vocal ability 
to narrate the importance of work-
ing hard and the lengths he has gone 
to achieve that aspirational picture 
he paints on the refrain.

There is an acknowledgement 
of favours from the man above but 
the major take away from Hustle is 
that the future is mostly determined 
by how hard one is willing to work. 
Sammy gives advice that has been 
tried, tested and held up as univer-
sal truth in the lines, Man wey no 
work no go chop/Lazy woman no 
go make money.

Produced by fast rising Echo, the 
song’s structure is simple enough to 
follow. Arranged in refrain-chorus-

verse style, the catchiest bits are 
strategically played multiple times 
to guarantee the instant radio 
friendliness of the material.

Mixed and mastered by the pro-
lific Suka Sounds, Hustle starts out 
easy on the ear, almost as a tease, 
then builds to an engaging mid-
section before climaxing in the final 
minute with a dazzling array of joy-
ous trumpets, drums and cymbals.

Sammy’s semi nasal vocal inflec-
tion is right at home with the up 

tempo beat of Hustle and he shows 
steady confidence tackling a change 
of pace style that ventures outside 
the silky smooth ballads hard core 
fans associate him with.

Hustle with its fast pace and ur-
gent message could not have been 
performed better than on this win-
ning effort from the young singer, 
songwriter, dancer and guitarist 
who joined the formidable X3M 
roster in 2014.

Born in Kaduna 28 years ago, 
Sammy Yakubu was a member of 

Speaking on The House on 
the Rock partnership with these 
notable bodies, Paul Adefarasin, 
senior pastor of all House on the 
Rock Churches, said, “House on the 
Rock’s mission is to work together 
with everyone that is invested in 
building a transformed nation, a 
better Nigeria, and this essence 
ties strongly into the courage 
displayed by Dr. Stella Adadevoh 
and her colleagues who brought 
hope to a nation that was being 
threatened by devastation, at the 
expense of their own lives. This is 
the kind of love and sacrifice that 
can truly bring transformation 
to all.”

 93 Days premiere will hold on 
September 13, 2016 at the Rock 
Cathedral, Lekki-Epe Expressway, 
Lagos.  It will be the third movie 
premiere of the renowned church. 
Last year, it premiered Selma and 
Captive which featured award 
-winning Nigerian actor David 
Oyelowo.

an award winning dance troupe 
and taught himself to play the 
guitar via various online sessions. 
His debut mixtape, 2011’s A Mix 
Tape & Some comprised of covers 
of popular music by foreign artistes. 
He has performed at influential 
platforms like MTN Corporate Elite, 
Felabration and Music Unplugged. 
Sammy was also the headliner for 
the Charity Acoustic Night hosted 
by X3M Music in collaboration with 
the Kanu Heart Foundation.
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Editor’s  note:  We welcome intelligent  review of Nigerian/ international  authors by interested writers. send  your reviews to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com

T
here has al-
ways been 
this argu-
ment be-
tween per-

fectionists and their 
opponents as to wheth-
er the world would be 
a better place if every-
thing were just perfect. 
While the former feel 
the world would be a 
haven in this utopian 
state, the latter contend 
that oppositions are 
what actually provide 
the rhythms that help 
to spice up a process. 
The opponents claim 
that the real worth of 
light would not be ful-
ly appreciated if there 
were no darkness. One 
may liken this rhythm 
to the pumping in and 
out of blood through 
veins and arteries in the 
body, which ensures 
that human life goes on.

In Heart Songs, the 
award-winning collec-
tion of poems by Aka-
chi  Adimora-Ezeigbo, 
the issue is taken  up 
into a higher realm of 
understanding. The col-
lection could be likened 
to a musical instrumen-
tal with various strings 
that tug on sensitive 
issues that affect our 
heart. The tune you get 
– whether sad or joyful 
or otherwise – may well 
depend on the particu-
lar string you pick or 
pull. Depend on the par-
ticular string youFor in-
stance, the first section 
of the collection is some-
thing you may safely 
subtitle “Victims upon 
Victims” even though 
its title really is Satirical 
Tunes. This is in view 
of the gruesome images 
and sad emotions which 
the poems that make up 
the collection evoke in 
the reader. Poems such 
as ‘Homeless’, ‘The Ism 
Of Race’, ‘Fallen Tyrant’, 
or ‘Victims of Our War’ 
are a collective sad com-
mentary on our socio-
political realities, not 
just as a nation but as a 
rapidly globalizing vil-

lage of different races. 
While acknowledging 
that the victims of these 
short-comings are ordi-
nary men and women 
who fall as unfortunate 
prey, the poet wasted 
no time in pointing the 
finger of blame on the 
real culprits:

How many war mon-
gers pause to think of 
the tragedy                                

Their actions spawn  
Like a pond full of 

Heart Songs

tadpoles?
How many warlords 

worry about the blood-
bath…

The next section is a 
string that tugs at an en-
tirely different portion 
of our heart. As the title, 
“Praise Songs: Celebrat-
ing Lives”, suggests, the 
section is made up of 
ballads rendered in free 
verse and dedicated to 
some units of humanity 
whose images touch the 

Author:   Akachi Adimora-Ezeigbo 
Imprint:   Nigeria; Kraft Books, 2009 
Genre:    Poetry
Reviewer:   Dumbiri Frank Eboh

soft spot of the human 
mind. The praise song 
has always been the 
African or traditional 
form of expressing emo-
tion through poetry, so 
it is not a surprise that 
the poet should adopt 
this form of celebration.

The title of the third 
section looks rather 
deceptive. “Njakiri: 
Songs in Pidgin” would 
conjure up an image 
humour and comic el-

ements intended to 
lighten the tense emo-
tion occasioned by the 
first two sections. But 
alas! This is not the case. 
True, the language de-
ployed – Pidgin Eng-
lish – is comical, but the 
emotional purgation 
earlier expected may 
not be there after all. It 
is a mastery of   the art 
which only great writ-
ers like Akachi Ezeigbo 
can effectively deploy to 
hold down an audience 
with humour while ac-
tually addressing seri-
ous matters bothering 
the society.

In this section are po-
ems like ‘Cultism’, ‘Nudi-
ty’, ‘Monkey Dey Work 
Baboon Dey Chop’, ‘Tor-
nado Jam London’, ‘Can-
cer’, ‘Suffer Head Immi-
grate’, ‘Sex Machine’, etc. 
Perhaps the message to 
take home here is that 
of the futility of materi-
alistic cravings – which, 
to a large extent, is the 
root cause of most social 
ills:

As man live na so 
man dey die

Big man, small man 
death dey wait for am.

The next three sec-
tions – “Gendered Mus-
ing”, “Love Songs”, and 
“Random Songs” – touch 
on the various aspects 
of human existence that 
provoke emotional ap-
pellations. While “Gen-
dered Musings” takes a 
new approach towards 
the male-female bilat-
eral foundation of na-
ture, “Love Songs” takes 
a deep look into the in-
tricate feelings that ac-
company love and other 
such bonding, and “Ran-
dom Songs” is a harvest 
of songs dedicated to 
a variety of issues and 
themes. In a way, “Ran-
dom Songs” seems to be 
a poetic enquiry into the 
diversity that makes up 
the human psychology. 
From the sublime ‘Unre-
solved Question’ to the 
mundane ‘Lagos Slum’, 
this interesting section 
comprises themes that 

are wide and varied.
The last two sections 

that bring the collec-
tion to a close are titled 
“Memorial Songs” and 
“Songs for Women”. 
“Memorial Songs” is a 
compilation of elegies 
and eulogies for some 
departed heroes that cut 
across different sections 
of the society. There are 
echoes of Bola Ige, Mur-
tala Mohammed and 
Ezenwa-Ohaeto, the 
late poet.

Poems or sections 
that come last in a col-
lection are most times 
strategically placed for 
prominence because 
they remain with the 
reader long after he/she 
has dropped the book. 
So, it is not surprising 
that the poet places the 
section dedicated to her 
own sex in this vantage 
position. In this last sec-
tion, “Songs for Wom-
en”, pathetic themes 
affecting women are ex-
plored. However, there 
is an ‘Ode To The Suc-
cessful Woman Writer’.

From the foregoing, 
it is obvious that Heart 
Songs is a collection 
that explores human-
ity itself from a variety 
of periscopes. It is not 
a surprise that the col-
lection won the 2009 
ANA/Cadbury Prize for 
Poetry.

Not only does the 
collection explore these 
diverse themes, the po-
ems themselves are cast 
in free verse rendered 
in simple-diction-in-
simple-language style. 
The merit of this is that 
it categorizes the collec-
tion into what is known 
in poetry parlance as 
“popular poetry” – a cat-
egory which even those 
not versed in poetry 
can read, experience, 
and enjoy.

This is one collection 
that will certainly find 
its feet in the clustered 
poetry world and may 
end up immortalizing 
the poet. It’s just a mat-
ter of time.
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NATOP, NANTA further African 
tourism, trade integration

A
t the recently concluded Accra 
Weizo, a one-day travel show 
hosted by the Nigerian-based 
Akwaaba African Travel Market 
in Ghana, stakeholders in the 

West African travel, tourism and hospitality 
industry were challenged to boost seamless 
travel across the region, and also foster tour-
ism integration and networking with other 
regions on the African continent.

The rationale for the seamless travel the 
fact that the region has over 250 million popu-
lation, 44 airports, several choice destinations 
and yet cannot boot travel and trade within 
members countries.

Of course, it was a timely advice going by 
the feats the East Africa bloc and Southern 
African countries have achieved with their 
unified strength, pool of resources, innovation 
and networking.    

Keying into the development, network, 
exchange ideas, and also learning with the 
hope of replicating the innovations across 
the country, Nigerian Association of Tour 
Operators (NATOP) and National Association 
of Nigerian Tour Operators (NANTA) recently 
hosted South African delegates on tours across 
the country.

While NATOP single-handedly hosted 
the delegates last year on a tour of Nike Art 
Gallery in Lekki, Lagos among other attrac-
tions, this year, it collaborated with NANTA 
in adherence to the call by the panelists at the 
Accra Weizo for more collaboration among 
stakeholders for seamless travels and integra-
tions within the region.

Following their agreement to work to-
gether with corresponding action, the two 
foremost travel associations in the country 
gathered their strength, resources and time 
to host the South African delegates who came 
for the Annual Trade Workshop/Roadshow 
hosted by South African Tourism (SAT) in 
Kumasi and Accra for Ghana and Lagos, Port 

Harcourt and Abuja for Nigeria.    
The tour, which kicked off from Federal 

Palace Hotel & Casino in Victoria Island, La-
gos was a very special one in the sense that it 
was dedicated to ‘the life and times of Fela’, a 
foremost Afrobeat music legend that fought 
injustice, military junta, and corruption with 
his activism music.

The first point of call was at Surulere 
Senior Girls Secondary School which used 
to be Fela’s house before he left to other loca-
tions with his musical band, supporters and 
women.

Lemi Ghariokwu and Abdul Okwechime, 

Despite the fact that the whole building 
was on smoke emanating from many smok-
ers within, the delegates were able to relax 
for a drink before leaving.

Speaking on the rationale behind the 
tour and collaborations, Nkereuwem On-
ong, the NATOP president, told his South 
African counterparts that it is time to col-
laborate more on improving tourist traffic 
between the two countries, especially South 
Africans visiting Nigeria for leisure, as most 
Nigerians do to their country.

Bankole Bernard, president of NANTA, 
on the other hand said the collaboration was 
timely, especially now the high forex and 
exorbitant airfare make oversea trips very ex-
pensive. He called for seamless travel within 
the continent and further collaborations to 
ease visa, improve air connectivity, reduce 
aviation taxes, and other travel related issues.

Onong and Bernard were fulfilled that 
they were able to bring South Africans to see 
for themselves things to sell to their clients 
who wish to visit Nigeria for holiday.

Expressing appreciation on behalf of SAT 
and the delegates, Evelyn Mahlaba, regional 
director, Africa at South Africa Tourism, 
noted that Nigeria and South Africa need  
more collaborations to grow the travel and 
tourism trade on the continent, especially 
product and manpower development.  She 
said the tour was one such collaboration and 
promised to sustain visits from South African 
product owners.

However, Onong used the tour platform 
to further invite the South African delegates 
to visit Calabar Carnival in December. 

two personalities who were part of the Fela’s 
history, and tour guides for the delegates, were 
on hand to explain more about the afrobeat 
music maestro to the delegates, especially his 
struggle with the military administrators 
and police.

The delegates and even Nigerians among 
them were delighted to hear for the first time 
from Okwechime that Fela renamed his abode 
Kalakuta Republic in honor of a cellmate he 
met during his detention at Alagbon Close 
in Ikoyi. According to Okwechime, Fela’s 
cellmate was detained for forging Nigerian 
currency, but the police could not differentiate 
between the original and forged currency.

From the Surulere Senior Girls Secondary 
School, the delegates proceeded to the Blue 
Lodge Hotel at Murtala Muhammed Inter-
national Airport for lunch and afterwards 
moved to Omotosho Street in Ikeja to see 
relics of Fela in a museum, which used to 
be his residence.

From the tomb, pictorial illustration of 
his life, life screen, bedroom, wardrobe, 
rooftop bar and to souvenir shop, the mu-
seum tells the story of Fela in more explicit 
manner.  

But the delegates were in another world 
when the tour train berthed at the African 
Shrine in Agidingbi, Ikeja; a distinct envi-
ronment where Marijuana was smoked 
freely.  However, the tour guides told the 
delegates that the shrine was a modern 
one built by Fela’s children and where 
Femi, Fela’s son, performs to delight fans of 
his father. The shrine is managed by Yeni, 
Fela’s daughter.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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TeamAfrica set to launch ‘21 
Wonders’ on World Tourism Day

A
fter the long 
awaited guide-
lines for member-
ship, The TeamA-
frica (TTA); the 

pan-African travel associa-
tion, has finally opened its 
membership log to accom-
modate more members. The 
development is on the heel 
of the association’s plan to 
launch the 21 Wonders of 
Africa; its flagship project, on 
September 27, 2016, which is 
globally recognized as World 
Tourism Day, although Afri-
can Union was also launched 
in September 1999. The Team 
Leader had explained to the 
foundation members that 
membership was kept closed 
since March this year because 
the legal registration pro-
cesses were not complete. He 
told the members that finally 
the legal registration and the 
Trademark processes have 
been completed; hence The 
Team Africa is now a prop-
erly registered organisation. 
New members can now join 
TeamAfrica on recommenda-
tion of any registered member 
and approved by the found-
ers or through the website 
www.theteamafrica.org. New 
members can join from all 
over Africa and the Diaspora 
once the person or organiza-
tion can provide evidence of 

interest and involvement in 
the promotion of Africa as a 
destination.

The TeamAfrica is open to 
anyone who meets the criteria 
outlined in the guidelines.  Ike-
chi Uko, the team leader, said 
that the 21wonders of Africa 
which is the flagship project 
of the group will be launched 
after the registration of new 
members. He explained that 
the delay in the takeoff of the 
project is because of legal is-
sues that needed to be sorted. 
While waiting for the registra-
tion process, the association 
had been busy articulating 

positions on Pan African is-
sues including a widely used 
press release on the African 
Passport. The TeamAfrica had 
commended the efforts of the 
AU leadership to bring about 
seamless travels within Africa 
for Africans. The AU lead-
ers launched a new African 
Passport at its Annual General 
Assembly in Kigali for Diplo-
mats as a way of bringing to 
the fore the issue of free and 
easy movement within the 
continent.

For members of TeamA-
frica who discussed the issue 
exhaustively it was agreed 

Nigeria cannot attract FDI with ailing aviation sector - Bernard

that the launch of the AU 
document is noteworthy but 
symbolic as it has no real value 
as at now. They pointed out 
the difficulty of implement-
ing the Yammousokro Deci-
sion to open African skies for 
aviation, which has not been 
implemented since 1999. Ac-
cording to Dlamina Zulu, the 
AU chairperson, the delay in 
implementing an AU decision 
since 2003 has cost Africa 40 
percent market share in avia-
tion on the continent. So the 
implementation of the Afri-
can Passport may face similar 
difficulties. TTA argued that 

immediate implementation 
of Visa on Arrival for all Af-
ricans is easier to implement 
and adopt. Ghana recently 
joined Rwanda and Seychelles 
in implementing VOA for all 
Africans and it has taken off 
successfully as Nigeria an-
nounced it will start VOA in 
2017.The Team recommended 
the route as a faster way of 
integrating Africa while dis-
cussions on the modality of 
how implementation of the 
AU Passport is being worked 
out between nations.

It would be recalled that 
ECOWAS region was the first 
to launch free movement 
protocol among the 15 coun-
tries with little or no nega-
tive impact despite the huge 
population within the region. 
Recently regional blocs in the 
East and South of Africa have 
all implemented free move-
ment protocol for regional 
citizens with no negative fall-
out. Some regions have even 
implemented joint visa for the 
regions like the EAC Tourism 
Visa for three countries in 
East Africa. The next link-
age may be free movement 
protocol between the regions. 
ECOWAS and the EAC group 
can sign an MOU to adopt it 
before the targeted date of 
2018 for AU Passport launch 
for citizens. 

B
arely three months 
after warning that 
the Nigerian travel 
industry was at the 

verge of losing over 300,000 
jobs due to the harsh econ-
omy, unfavourable and in-
consistent policies by the 
government, Bankole Ber-
nard, president, National 
Association of Nigerian 
Travel Agencies (NANTA), 
is also warning again that 
the country cannot attract 
Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDI) with the current state 
of the aviation sector.

The NANTA president 
gave the warning during a 
breakfast session with the 
travel and tourism media 
held recently at Leadway Ho-
tel, Maryland, Lagos, noting 
as well that tourism cannot 
flourish without an almost 
perfect aviation industry.

According to Bernard, the 
exit of United Airlines and 
Iberia from the country is put-
ting pressure on other foreign 
airlines who are struggling in 
the country to also consider 
exit or resort to the reduc-
tion of their frequencies and 
capacities. Besides, the do-
mestic airlines are even more 

immediate actions to save 
the sector or else FDI would 
flow into countries whose 
policies and business climates 
are more favorable for invest-
ment.

“Already Ghana is strate-
gically positioning itself for 
more inflow of FDI in avia-
tion sector in West Africa. 
Recently, it reduced its avia-
tion fuel by 20 percent, and 
some airline crews now use 
Accra. If Ghana succeeds in 
its plans of becoming the 
West African hub, interna-
tional airlines will simply 
come to Nigeria to pick pas-
sengers, but carry out the 
main business in Ghana.  It 
will also force most travel 
agencies to move to Ghana 
too. But that will be a huge 
revenue loss to government 
in terms of tax”, Bernard said.

Describing the sector as an 
eyesore, the NANTA presi-
dent said the domestic airlines 
are even feeling the impact of 
the crisis in the sector more 
than the foreign ones as most 
of them need forex for main-
tenance, for spares parts, to 
service technical and finan-
cial agreements they reached 
with their partners among 
others.

“All the local airlines are 
financially weak, their pur-

chasing power has drasti-
cally reduced, they are under 
pressure to maintain their 
aircraft, buy spare parts, 
honour agreements they 
made in foreign currency 
among other issues”.

The impact of the crisis on 
domestic airlines, according to 
him, has also made it difficult 
for the efforts of travel agen-
cies at promoting domestic 
tourism in the country to be 
felt.

Proffering solutions, Ber-
nard said the solution lies 
with government and other 
collaborative efforts.

While financial assistance, 
especially cheap fund will 
help the airlines to get back 
and stronger on their feet, 
he urged government and its 
agencies across the sector to 
show willingness at sustain-
ing favourable policies instead 
of policy inconsistency that 
has contributed a lot to the 
present predicament in the 
sector.

“Domestic airlines need 
cheap funds, government 
should look into the country’s 
aviation policies, review rules 
and guidelines and strictly 
enforce those that encourage 
competitiveness, favourable 
business environment”, Ber-
nard concluded.

affected as two have already 
stopped their operations and 
some others to join if the Ni-
gerian unfavorable business 
environment persists and 
cost of operation gets out of 
hand.

Going by the sad develop-
ment, the NANTA president 
warned that investors (not 

only in the aviation industry) 
would be scared pushing their 
investments to country as the 
exit of supposedly established 
businesses speaks volume of a 
bleak future.

He called on the federal 
government to declare a state 
of emergency on the aviation 
sector and follow it up with 
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As airlines close shop…

A
fter the demise 
of two interna-
tional airlines, 
Ib eria airline 
and United air-

lines from the country, the 
reality of the gradual col-
lapse of the Nigerian Civil 
aviation industry was yet to 
be realized until last week 
when it came home to Ni-
gerians.

The indefinite suspension 
of Aero Contractors and 
FirstNation’s flight opera-
tions in the country were the 
biggest blow as many have 
blamed the failures of these 
airlines on government’s 
negligence to the plights of 
domestic airlines in Nigeria.

Domestic airlines are cur-
rently facing difficult times 
as a result of the increase in 
the prices of aviation fuel 
and ongoing shortages, high 
exchange rate and huge 
debt burden estimated at 
over N40 billion which Hadi 
Sirika, Minister of State, 
Aviation, ordered regulatory 
agencies to recover.

Experts in the aviation 
sector say if the harsh eco-
nomic situation continues, 
more airlines may go under 
causing many to lose their 
jobs because the airline busi-
ness is driven by purchas-
ing power of citizens in the 
country, largely dependent 
on the state of the economy.

Fola Akinkuotu, Chief 
Executive Officer, Aero Con-
tractors Airlines said the 
decision to suspend the flight 
operations is as a result of the 
current economic situation 
in the country, which has 
forced some other airlines to 
suspend operation or rightly 
pull out of Nigeria.

“The airline had faced 

grave challenges in the past 
six months which impacted 
its business and by exten-
sion the scheduled service 
operations. These factors are 
both internal and external 
environmental factors that 
have made it difficult for 
the foremost airline to con-
tinue its scheduled services,” 
Akinkuotu added.

However, the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
(NCAA) said Aerocontrac-
tors Ltd., at present has only 
one serviceable aircraft, add-
ing that this is in contradic-
tion to the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Regulations (Nig.
CARS) which stipulates that 
no airline operator shall 
carry out schedule commer-
cial operation with only one 
aircraft.

“In other words, any air-
line with one aircraft is in 
contravention of the Author-
ity’s regulations, therefore 
cannot be adjudged to be 
capable of providing safe 
operations. The only op-
tion available is to suspend 
your operations temporarily, 
while other aircraft arrive 
in due course,” said Muhtar 
Usman, Director-General of 
NCAA.   

 Usman noted that the 
minimum acceptable num-
ber is three aircraft.

He disclosed that the First 
Nation Airlines on its part is 
in the middle of an Engine 
Replacement Programme for 
one of its aircraft, stressing 
that another aircraft is due 
for mandatory maintenance 
as it is allowed by the Regula-

tory Authority.
In these circumstances, 

these airlines he said clearly 
cannot continue to under-
take schedule operations, 
hence the inevitable re-
course to self regulatory 
suspension.

As economic recession 
heightens, aviation experts 
have said the airline opera-
tors and the government 
need to swing into quick 
actions in order to sustain 
the remaining six domestic 
airlines, than cry over spilled 
milk.

 “There are still airlines 
that will reduce frequencies 
and those who will leave, 
however the airline business 
is cyclical. It goes in leaps 
and bounds and sometimes 
it goes through the valley 
before it goes to a mountain,” 
Tayo Ojuri, industry expert 
and CEO of Aglo Limited an 
aviation support service com-
pany told BD Sunday.

“At this point, we have to 
wait for the economy to pick 
up and unfortunately, airline 
business is the first to get hit 
when there is an economic 
crunch and it is the last to 
come up. When the economy 
picks up, people will start 
travelling again,” Ojuri added.

He explained that airlines 
will survive if they can re-
access and mitigate their fi-
nancial risk, adding that with 
good management, great 
ethics and great operational 
prudency, airlines will stay 
afloat.

John Ojikutu, Secretary 
General, Aviation Round 
Table and former Airport 
Commandant said there is a 
need to audit the financial 
earnings of all the operators 
following the revelations of 

recurring debts of domestic 
airlines to the ground and air 
safety service providers.

“That call became neces-
sary when some airlines 
were reported to be having 
controversial hangover of 
several billions of naira debts 
and the regulatory author-
ity, that is mandated by law, 
specifically, NCARs (Part 12) 
to carry out  oversight on eco-
nomic stability of all operator 
to determine their suitability 
for continuous operations, 
became helpless for what-
ever reason,” Ojikutu added.

In his opinion, Ojikutu 
stressed that it is better to 
voluntarily collapse airlines 
into manageable numbers for 
effective and efficient opera-
tions than to allow them go 
into extinction particularly, 
the domestic airlines.

Domestic airlines current-
ly existing in Nigeria have 
now been reduced to six.

They include Arik Air, 
Med view, Dana air, Azman, 
Overland and Air peace.

Domestic routes plied by 
Aero contractor and First Na-
tion are Abuja, Asaba, Enugu, 
Kaduna, Kano, Lagos, Port 
Harcourt, Sokoto and Uyo.

Industry watchers say 
airlines which who do not 
currently operate on these 
routes may take advantage of 
this development to expand 
their network as well as raise 
prices.

Nogie Meggison, Presi-
dent, Airline Operators of 
Nigeria have said that in the 
face  of the economic reces-
sion, what domestic airlines 
need at this time are policies 
by the government that will 
enable airlines stay afloat 
to cushion effect of the eco-
nomic downturn. 
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Why smartphone 
sometimes 
explode and how 
to avoid it

I
n the past couple of days there have 
been increased reports of a popular 
smartphone model catching fire 
and exploding – this has stirred 
up some panic around the world 

(despite these malfunctions being pretty 
rare). It is not that uncommon to hear 
about a phone  exploding or bursting 
into flames. In one instance, a cell phone 
caught fire and  burned down an entire 
apartment, and in another, a girl’s phone 
battery exploded while she was sleeping. 
So in this week’s edition of TechCulture I 
will share  some reasons why this could 
happen, along with some tips to prevent 
your smartphone battery from exploding.

Electronic devices in general, and 
computers and smartphones in particu-
lar, require large amounts of power, which 
also makes them produce a lot of heat. 
This cannot be negated, but at a certain 
point, too much heat can damage the 
device or worse – you!

In each electronic device there are tiny, 
sensitive components. When it comes to 
your laptop and smartphone, the compo-
nents are even smaller, making them even 
more sensitive to heat. Abnormal tem-
peratures can melt the plastic insulation 
and even some of the more delicate met-
als, like tin. When this occurs, the devices 
malfunction, sometimes dangerously so.

Here are the reasons.
1. Using your device while charging it
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Experts and manufacturers both highly 
recommend not using your device when it 
is being charged. Charging produces a lot 
of heat, and combined with the heat pro-
duced from usage it might be too much.

2. Not using an original charger
Manufacturers instruct users to only 

use original chargers. The reason is not 
that they want to sell you more accesso-
ries, but that they cannot guarantee the 
standard in which the other chargers were 
made, which might make them incompat-
ible and unsafe for use with your device. 
Many companies do purchase the original 
components from the manufacturers. If 
you are using an Apple product, look for 
the label saying “Made for iPhone/iPad”, 
meaning it has original and licensed 
components. Professionals warn that 
the most sensitive device when it comes 
to non-original chargers is the iPhone 5.

3. Non-original car chargers
When it comes to original chargers – a 

car charger is even more sensitive. The 
constant movement can cause irregu-
larities in the electrical current and even 
short out your device.

4. Using a tablet charger on a smart-
phone

This is even more important when it 
comes to Apple devices. iPads use a 2.1A 
current while iPhones use only 1A cur-
rent. Apple claims it’s not very likely to 
damage your iPhone, but they confirm 
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that your iPhone will experience higher 
temperatures, which can lead to un-
wanted side effects.

 
5. Prolonged charging
Expert tests show that prolonged 

charging of your device will reduce the 
efficiency of the battery. If your battery is 
at 80%, do not charge it, and instead let it 
drain. It is actually a good thing to let the 
battery drain all the way to 0% once in a 
while. It helps prolong its lifespan and 
efficiency.

6. Using non-original batteries
Most android devices allow you to 

take the battery out and replace it. When 
buying a new or spare battery for your 
phone, insist on an original battery. Non-
originals can be of lesser quality, meaning 
would not last as long and might even 
ignite or worse.

7. Old batteries
It is important to change your phone’s 

old battery once in a while. If your bat-
tery runs out in one day, then it is time to 
replace it. As a rule, it would be wise to 
replace it once a year.

8. Physically-damaged batteries
Any physical damage or deformity (like 

swelling) may lead to the battery leaking 
and possibly igniting or even exploding 
when it comes to contact with an electri-
cal source (the liquid inside the battery is 
flammable). If you buy a new battery, ex-

amine it to make sure there are no dents, 
swelling, cracks or visible leaks.

9. Phone covers with an integrated 
battery

While these useful concepts can ex-
tend your usage time, they might also 
damage your battery if they are not 100% 
compatible. Some of these even contain 
an old, refurbished battery and may not 
be compatible with your phone.

A summary of preventing your de-
vices from catching fire as written in 
this article are: 

1. Low-voltage charging: Charge your 
device via a computer’s USB port. These 
might provide slower charging, but the 
current is linear and lower, reducing heat 
production and the risk of ignition.

2. Minimize device exposure to direct 
sunlight.

3. Do not overcharge your device.
4. Make sure your phone cover allows 

for adequate heat dissipation.
5. Do not use the device while it is be-

ing charged.
6. If you are using the phone in your 

car, try aiming one of the A/C vents at it 
to cool it down.

7. Do not let your device’ battery drain 
too much and then leave it in the charger 
for too long. Instead, try charging it in 
short bursts.

8. Keep the device in a well-ventilated 
area. If you are at home, do not leave it 
in a closed bag. Also consider removing 
any phone covers when it is unnecessary.
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 Pfizer to acquire small molecule anti-infective 
business from AstraZeneca 

P
fizer Inc.  re c ently 
announc e d that it 
has entered into an 
agreement with As-
traZeneca to acquire 

the development and commer-
cialization rights to its late-stage 
small molecule anti-infectives 
business, primarily outside the 
United States. The agreement 
includes the commercialization 
and development rights to the 
newly approved EU drug Zav-
icefta™ (ceftazidime-avibactam), 
the marketed agents Merrem™/
Meronem™(meropenem) and 
Zinforo™ (ceftaroline fosamil), 
and the clinical development 
assets aztreonam-avibactam 
(ATM-AVI) and CXL. Zavicefta 
specifically addresses multi-
drug resistant Gram-negative 
infections, including those resis-
tant to carbapenem antibiotics, 
one of the most significant un-
met medical needs in bacterial 
infections treated with hospital 
anti-infectives.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, Pfizer will make an up-
front payment of $550 million 
to AstraZeneca upon the close 
of the transaction and a deferred 
payment of $175 million in 
January 2019. In addition, As-
traZeneca is eligible to receive 
up to $250 million in milestone 
payments, up to $600 million 
in sales-related payments, as 
well as tiered royalties on sales 

of Zavicefta and ATM-AVI in 
certain markets.

“As we continue to reshape 
our Essential Health portfolio, 
we are focusing on areas that 
further address global public 
health needs and that comple-
ment our core capabilities and 
experience in therapeutic areas, 
including anti-infectives. We 
are committed to looking for 
ways to enhance our portfolio 
around the world where we of-
fer patients and healthcare pro-
fessionals access to more than 
60 anti-infective and anti-fungal 
medicines. The addition of As-
traZeneca’s complementary 
small molecule anti-infectives 
portfolio will help expand pa-
tient access to these important 
medicines and enhance our 
global expertise and offerings 
in this increasingly important 
area of therapeutics, in addition 
to providing the opportunity for 
near-term revenue growth,” said 
John Young, group president, 
Pfizer Essential Health.

Luke Miels, executive vice 
president for Europe and head 
of the Antibiotics Business Unit 
at AstraZeneca, said, “This agree-
ment reinforces our strategic 
focus to invest in our three main 
therapy areas where we can 
make the greatest difference to 
patients’ lives. We’re pleased 
that our strong science in an-

tibiotics will continue to serve 
a critical public health need 
through Pfizer’s dedicated focus 
on infectious diseases, ensuring 
these important medicines reach 
greater numbers of patients 
around the world.”

Zavicefta received European 
Commission approval for com-
plicated urinary tract infections 
(cUTI), complicated intra-abdom-
inal infections (cIAI), hospital 
acquired pneumonia/ventilator 
associated pneumonia (HAP/
VAP) and ‘treatment of aerobic 
gram negative infections in adult 
patients with limited treatment 
options on June 28, 2016.

The transaction is expected 
to close in the fourth quarter 
of 2016, subject to customary 
closing conditions, including 
antitrust clearance in certain 
jurisdictions. Pfizer’s legal advi-
sor for the transaction was Ropes 
& Gray LLP. This transaction will 
not impact Pfizer’s 2016 financial 
guidance.

Zinforo is bactericidal and 
works by binding to and inhibit-
ing penicillin-binding proteins 
(PBPs).Zinforo has been designed 
with a specific and novel mode of 
action which contributes to its 
bactericidal activity against the 
common causative pathogens 
of cSSTI, and CAP and shows a 
high affinity for particular PBPs 
in MRSA in cSSTI and Strep-

tococcus pneumoniae in CAP. 
Zinforo has now been approved 
in 52 markets and launched in 
32 markets. AstraZeneca holds 
the global rights to commercial-
ize Zinforo, with the exception 
of North America and Japan, 
where the rights are held by 
Allergan Pharmaceutical Indus-
tries Limited and Takeda Phar-
maceutical Company Limited, 
respectively.

Zavicefta (ceftazidime-avi-
bactam) is a combination anti-
biotic that has been developed 
to treat serious Gram-negative 
bacterial infections. It consists of 
a combination of avibactam and 
ceftazidime – a third generation 
antipseudomonal cephalosporin 
with a well-established efficacy 
and safety profile. AstraZeneca 
holds the global rights to com-
mercialize Zavicefta, with the 
exception of North America, 
where the rights are held by 
Allergan.

Merrem/Meronem is a car-
bapenem anti-bacterial used for 
the treatment of serious infec-
tions in hospitalised patients. 
Meronem is a broad spectrum 
agent indicated for the treat-
ment of a wide variety of serious 
bacterial infections in adults and 
children, including pneumonia, 
community acquired pneumo-
nia and nosocomial pneumonia; 
broncho-pulmonary infections 
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...Expected to enhance near-term revenue growth potential for Pfizer’s essential health business

in cystic fibrosis; complicated 
urinary tract infections; com-
plicated intra-abdominal infec-
tions; intra- and post-partum 
infections; complicated skin and 
soft tissue infections; and acute 
bacterial meningitis in adults 
and children over 3 months 
of age. AstraZeneca holds the 
global rights to commercialize 
Merrem, with the exception of 
Japan, China, Taiwan and Korea, 
where the rights are held by 
Sumitomo Dainippon Pharma 
Co., Ltd. In parallel with the 
transaction, Sumitomo Dainip-
pon Pharma Co., Ltd.

ATM-AVI has the potential 
to be a replacement for, or alter-
native to, existing antibacterial 
agents, including colistin and 
tigecycline. ATM-AVI has com-
pleted its Phase I studies and is 
currently in Phase II develop-
ment.

CXL is a novel, injectable bac-
tericidal β-lactam/β-lactamase 
inhibitor combination of ceftaro-
line fosamil (marketed asZinforo 
in AstraZeneca markets).

AstraZeneca holds the global 
rights to commercialize ATM-
AVI, with the exception of North 
America, where the rights are 
held by Allergan and also holds 
the global rights to commercial-
ize CXL, with the exception of 
North America, where the rights 
are held by Allergan.

Sunday 04 Septmebr 2016



CALEB OJEWALE

Health&Science
SUNDAYBD 45C002D5556

Nigerian Breweries gives back to community, renovates 
Akerele primary healthcare centre

I
n a bid to give back to the so-
ciety, Nigerian Breweries has 
renovated the primary health 
care centre at Surulere. The 
commissioning took place on 

1st September 2016.
This development is coming at a 

time when the country is in need of 
health care facilities to help address 
growing health issues in both chil-
dren and adults in Nigeria.

Speaking during the event, Kufre 
Ekanem, corporate affairs adviser, 
Nigerian Breweries said “as a com-
pany with its birthplace in Lagos, 
Nigerian Breweries has a massive 
footprint of corporate social respon-
sibility projects that impact on the 
wellbeing of the people of the state.”

He further said that prior to the 
fact that Nigeria breweries centers 
at the Surulere community,  they 
owed the community a huge social 
responsibility. “Owing to the fact 
that health facility is one of the 
major need of a community, we 
have decided to renovate Akerele 
primary health care centre and see 
to it that all the needs of the patients 
in Surulere are being met.”

According to Abidemi Shosanya, 
one of the doctors at the health care 
centre, he mentioned that Akerele 
primary health care centre has 
been in existence since 1984and is 
much more better now than it has 
ever been, “in terms of quality in-
frastructure, this health care centre 
has gone beyond what it used to 

be and a lot more beautiful than it 
was. The times when occupants of 
Surulere community couldn’t access 
free health care centre is over. We 
are sincerely grateful to Nigerian 
breweries to have made this a dream 
come true”

More so, Femi Gbajabiamila, 
leader of the federal legislature of 
Nigeria was also deeply impressed 
with the efforts made by Nigerian 
breweries to carry out such an un-
dertaking. According to him, “I am 
impressed with the efforts you have 
made so far, in a way of giving back 
to the community in which you 
operate; you have made health care 
facilities accessible to the residents 
of Surulere.

“More to this, I want to beckon 

on Nigerian breweries to do more 
for Surulere community, create 
more job opportunities for Surulere 
residents at the Nigerian breweries 
company, being that the residents 
will find it easier to get to work early 
as well as get home early which is 
one of the psychologies of employ-
ment” he further added.

During the speech of the sole 
administrator of Surulere Local 
governemt, Sheriff Olawale Balo-
gun, he said that governance strives 
once there is a form of public private 
partnership in giving solution to 
people’s problems.

According to him, “this project 
being commissioned is just one of 
the many undertakings of this com-

Nigeria’s 40th eclipse experience in 116 years defies visibility predictions

T
he entirety of Nige-
ria’s geographical 
mass was meant to 
experience an an-
nular solar eclipse 

on September 1, 2016 between 
7:14 am and 10:03 am, but 
weather conditions in some 
parts of the country did not 
make the experience as visible 
as anticipated.

While the National Space 
Research and Development 
Agency (NASRDA) said the 
rare occurrence will take place 
between 7.15 am and 10.03 
am, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) projected the occur-
rence to happen between 7.14 
am and 9.52 am, but weather 
conditions such as rain in some 
places made it difficult to ascer-
tain which was accurate.

The National Space Re-
s earch and D evelopment 
Agency (NASRDA), had said 
in a statement that the highest 
degree of obscurity in Nigeria 
during this natural occurrence 
will be in the southern part of 

pany in giving back to the society 
where they operate. The company 
has been a pillar of great support in 
areas of education and health today 
not just in my administration but in 
the previous ones. We are greatly 
impressed with their endeavors.”

During an interview with one of 
the patients at the event Adekoya 
Temitope said that the centre wasn’t 
exactly in good shape, but with the 
renovation, the whole place looks 
much better. She added that former-
ly, there wasn’t a delivery ward, but 
with the renovation, a delivery ward 
among other things has been added. 
She said the place looks much more 
presentable and comfortable than it 
was. Adding to this, new toilets have 
been put in place which is in fact a 

plus to healthy living. 
Interestingly, this is just but a few 

of what Nigerian breweries have 
given back not only to Surulere but 
to Lagos as a whole. In June 2016, 
Nigerian Breweries in partnership 
with the Heineken African Founda-
tion and the learning place centre 
collaborated to upscale the autism 
project in Nigeria as the upgrade of 
the Occupational Therapy Centres 
in Lekki and Maryland in Lagos 
state.

More to this, few weeks ago, they 
donated a set of laboratory equip-
ment to the Lagos state Environ-
mental Protection Agency (LASEPA), 
among others. This year marks their 
70th anniversary of their operations 
in Nigeria.

the country particularly in La-
gos where it is expected to have 
80 per cent obscurity while 

the lowest degree of obscurity 
will be about 45 per cent and 
this will be observed in the 

northern part of the country, 
particularly in Sokoto. How-
ever the level of obscurity, in 
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Chinyere Okeke

… 40th eclipse in Lagos since 1901, 39th in Port Harcourt, 38th in Kano

Lagos particularly, didn’t occur 
as predicted.

The annular eclipse this 



ANTHONY NLEBEM

46 SUNDAYBD 

Sports

T
he Maracana stadium is famous 
worldwide as a theatre of dreams 
in football. It is the largest sta-
dium in Rio de Jenario, Brazil, a 
country renowned for its football 

prowess and for producing some of the 
world’s best talents. Maracana has hosted 
many high-profile football tournaments and 
is playing host to the opening and closing 
ceremonies of the on-going 2016 Olympics 
Games.

Back home in Nigeria, a lot of people 
admire a number of Brazilian footballers 
like Kaka, Pele, Ronaldo, Ronaldiho, Rivaldo 
and Neymar, to name a few. So much so that 
they try to imitate their style of football 
and even adopt their names as aliases. In a 
place like Ajegunle for instance, a densely 
populated suburb, the people, like most 
Nigerians, are passionate about football and 
there is an abundance of music and football 
talents so much so that the Brazilian legends 
command a cult-like following. In addition 
to having churned out a number of inter-
national football stars, Ajegunle hosts the 
popular Maracana stadium, named after 
the one in Brazil. Here, inter-community 
tournaments are held.

Young boys and girls can be seen from 
across the Lagoon from the TinCan port, 
running round the field with so much 
determination on their faces as they hone 
their footballing skills. One of such players, 
Timothy Ugbade, a student who spends his 
spare time playing football with his friends 
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there, said he hopes to be the next big star 
to come out of Ajegunle, just like two of his 
soccer heroes; Emmanuel Amunike and 
Odion Ighalo.

Football, aside from music and fashion, 
is one of the tools employed in engaging 
young people in order to keep them away 
from delinquencies and positively occupy 
their time and minds. Brands like SuperS-
port have used sports, particularly football 
under its Let’s Play initiative, to encourage 
healthy lifestyles as well as avail young 
people opportunities to harness their talents 
and become great sports men and women 
just like their football idols in Nigeria and 
across the world. Sometimes, the company 
enlists the support of ex-Super Eagle stars 
like Victor Ikpeba and Jay Jay Okocha to 
inspire and encourage young people to stay 
true to their dreams.

According to Felix Awogu, the General 
Manager, SuperSport, “providing football 
for young people and encouraging them to 
play has been quite impactful because they 
aspire to become like the Victor Ikpeba’s of 
this world and work hard toward achieving 
such dreams, just like Odion Ighoalo did.”

Like many before him, the latest Multi-
Choice brand ambassador, Odion Ighalo’s 
dreams of being a world-class footballer also 
began on the streets of Ajegunle. Speaking 
on his journey to stardom, Odion said his 
parents were happy that he spent his spare 
time playing football in the fields and keep-
ing away from trouble. 

His mother, a trader, ensured that she 
bought him football boots and gave him 

enough money to be at ‘Maracana stadium,’ 
where he practised with his friends, nurtur-
ing the dream of one day playing on the 
international scene like his idols and making 
his family and country proud.

As a young man with so much love for 
the sport but living in Ajegunle, it was the 
encouragement and support of his mother 
that kept him going to the Maracana Sta-
dium even when he couldn’t always afford 
the bus fare. His mother, who has always 
been his biggest supporter, would scrape 
money together from her store so he could 
continue to pursue his dream. His first club 
was the Olodi Warriors, where he played 
until he was spotted by the manager of 
Julius Berger FC, and then went abroad to 
where he was sent for trials at Lyn Oslo in 
Norway, a club which current Super Eagles 
Captain, Mike Obi, had a shirt in a few years 
ago. From there, Italian Serie A side, Udinese 
bought him. The rest, as they say, is history.

Today, Odion plays for English Premier 
League side Watford FC, a club he watched 
as a kid and is an inspiration to children 
hoping to follow in his steps one day. He is 
the perfect choice to drive the Live Your 
Dream campaign, which celebrates perse-
verance and the determination of Nigerians 
to achieve their dreams against all odds. 

According to MultiChoice Nigeria, the 
campaign also tells a story of hope, vic-
tory and what better way to tell it than 
with Odion Ighalo, a living example of an 
achiever who against all odds has emerged 
as a superstar. In addition to playing for an 
English Premiership club, he has been hon-

oured by his former La Liga club, Granada, 
by having his name written on one of their 
stadium entrances.

During the ambassadorial signing cer-
emony at the DStv head office, Odion 
confirmed that he aspired to play in the 
Premiership whenever he went to watch 
football at viewing centres beamed via DStv 
SuperSport. 

Dreams do come true. Not only does he 
now have DStv in his home, he is also bear-
ing the DStv flag. “I am happy to be part of 
the MultiChoice family. Growing up, we 
couldn’t afford to have DStv in our house. 
I used to pay to watch football at viewing 
centres. It is a dream come true and I am 
looking forward to this new relationship 
with MultiChoice,” he stated.

Odion Jude Ighalo’s fairy tale began on 
the streets of Ajegunle. This is an indication 
that everyone who has a dream, with per-
severance and determination will achieve 
it. MultiChoice recognises this fact and en-
courages everyone to be inspired like Odion 
Ighalo to live his or her dreams.

With football matches from across 
major leagues such as the Premiership and 
La Liga, including the fast-rising Nigerian 
Professional Football League available on 
SuperSport to DStv subscribers, many 
more talented youngsters will be inspired 
to follow in the footsteps of Ighalo. Watch-
ing these matches, the moves, dribbles and 
incredible skills displayed by footballers 
with backgrounds similar to Ighalo’s, the sky 
is the limit for these youngsters.
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ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

I am ready to bring Enyeama 
back to Eagles, says Rohr

S
uper Eagles technical adviser 
Gernot Rohr has expressed his 
readiness to bring back former 
team captain Vincent Enyeama 
into the national team. 

Enyeama announced his retirement 
from the Super Eagles last year after a 
bust up with former Eagles handler Sun-
day Oliseh.

 But Rohr who said he has known the 
former Eagles captain during his sojourn 
in Africa told a press conference in Uyo, 
the Akwa Ibom State capital that he had 
phoned Enyeama twice since taking over 
as the Super Eagles handler.

 “I have personally called him and I 
think we will need him after this week-
end’s match. I am working to have all our 
players available for subsequent matches, 
“he said. 

The Super Eagles are in Uyo for the 
2017 AFCON qualifier against the national 
team of Tanzania at the Godswill Akpabio 
International stadium on Saturday.

 He maintained that he is favourably 
disposed towards giving all Nigerian play-
ers the opportunity to showcase them-
selves and bring football glory to the 
country adding that he would ensure good 
team ethics, organisation and discipline 
in the team.

 He expressed satisfaction with the 
performance of the home based players 
at the last invitational tourney in Spain 
saying that he has already penciled down 
two of them for the Eagles.

 The Super Eagles technical adviser 
who also reiterated his desire to live in the 
country however said that this would not 
preclude him monitoring the performance 
of Nigerian players within and outside 
the country.

 “I am ready to live in Nigeria but they 
are yet to get a house for me yet,’’ he said.

 On qualification for Russia 2018, Rohr 
said this would not be guaranteed but 
achievable with hard work and commit-
ment from all stakeholders adding that 
despite the tough group Nigeria is in, the 
nation have enough quality players to 

qualify from the group.
 Asked how prepared he is to bear the 

inconsistencies of the Nigerian Football 
Federation, he said he had worked in more 
difficult conditions but expressed satisfac-
tion with the commitment and honesty so 
far demonstrated by the leadership of the 
football house.

 On his part, Super Eagles captain 
John Obi Mikel, who was present at the 
press conference expressed sadness over 
Nigeria’s inability to qualify for the 2017 
AFCON but called on all stakeholders 
to redouble their efforts to see Nigeria 
qualify for the next World Cup. 

“All of us need to share in the blame 
of our non qualification and not only the 
players but we have resolved to put that 
behind us and work towards getting our 
preparations right to be in Russia, he said.

 The Super Eagles defeated Akwa 
United FC of Uyo 3-0 in a tune up friendly 
and would confront the Taifa Stars of 
Tanzania in Saturday’s inconsequential 
AFCON qualifier at the Godawill Akpabio 
International Stadium.
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N
igerian Breweries Plc, 
makers of Star Lager Beer 
recently announced an 
innovative partnership 

agreement with the Nigerian Profes-
sional Football League (NPFL) and top 
European clubs as the “Official Beer 
Partner”.  They include the Nigerian 
Professional Football League and five 
European clubs - Arsenal, Real Ma-
drid, Paris Saint-Germain, Juventus, 
and Manchester city.

 The respective partnership deal 
was announced in the presence of 
Nigeria’s most influential sports, 
media and entertainment industry 
figures at events held in Eko Hotel 
and Suites. The events had notable 
football officials like, Shehu Dikko, 
Chairman, League Management Com-
pany, Seyi Akinwunmi, First Vice 
President NFF, Football legends Kanu 
Nwankwo, Jay-Jay Okocha as well 
as Barrister Isaac Danladi, and Hon. 
Nduka Irabor in attendance.

The partnership is another dem-
onstration of Star’s commitment to 
its consumers, with the biggest pas-
sion for football. STAR will facilitate 
accelerated opportunities for deeper 
engagement among millions of fans 
of these clubs, the brand and partner 
football organisations.

 Also present were officials from 
Nigerian Breweries Plc., Nicolaas 
Vervelde, Managing Director, Nige-
rian Breweries Plc., Franco Maria 
Maggi, Marketing Director, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc., Tokunbo Adodo, Port-
folio Manager, National Premium, 
Nigerian Breweries Plc., and Kufere 
Ekanem, Corporate Affairs Adviser, 
Nigerian Breweries Plc., including 
representatives of the five European 
football clubs, Luiz Gomez Para (Real 
Madrid); Wasel Sabastien (Paris Saint-
Germain); Gordon Tannock,  (Arsenal); 
Nick Pinder (Manchester City) and 
Ravannelli Fabrizo (Juventus).

Other guests include Uti Nwa-
chukwu, Ehiz, Lafup, Faithia Balo-
gun- Williams, Stephanie Coker, Des-
tiny Amaka, Hype-man Jimmy, DJ 
Neptune, Mozez Praiz, Olisa Adibua, 
Sound Sultan, Patrick Doyle, Remi 
Oshodi and a host of others.

The events, which were hosted by 
Gbenga Adeyinka, saw performances 
from Dbanj, Darey and Kaffy who 
were present to thrill the guests.

Star unveils 
partnership with 
NPFL, European clubs

SuperSport gears up for Paralympics 

A
dvertising guru Jo ey 
Reiman once described 
the Olympics as “where 
heroes are made.” These 

heroes will soon flood our television 
screens when the 2016 Paralympics 
begin in Rio de Janeiro on Septem-
ber 7.

SuperSport will broadcast two 
24-hour channels (SS13 and SS14) in 

High Definition for the duration of 
the Games with producers choosing 
the best of four feeds from Olym-
pic Broadcast Services. What isn’t 
broadcast live will be broadcast on 
a delayed basis.

Both Olympic channels will be 
available from the Compact DStv 
bouquet upwards and expectations 
are high that the Paralympics will 

continue a long tradition of ex-
traordinary feats by athletes with 
disabilities competing across 23 
sports, including, for the first time, 
canoeing and Para triathlon. Ath-
letes from 18 African countries will 
be among the competing nations.

The popular Blitz channel will 
carry regular Paralympic news 

items, while the two TV channels 
will be available via streaming 
via www.supersport.com and the 
SuperSport and DStv Now apps, as 
well as social platforms and DStv 
Catch Up. Daily two-hour highlights 
packages will be scheduled on SS 
Select and SS9. 

The Paralympics run from Sep-
tember 7-18.
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A self-help model of development (1)

(They chop, let them chop)
(Ask not what your government can do for 
you; 
think what you can do for yourselves)

B
race yourself, dear Reader, this ride 
is going to be symphonic in scope.
This article is  addressed to 
“Thinkers of Nigeria”—those who 
are not interested in getting into 

politics, stealing money or getting rich by 
dishonest means.

The word out there is that “change” is just 
to “democratize the stealing.” Let others have 
their turn.

This is a call to those men and women 
who put the collective first and the individual 
second; who put above all other interests the 
progress of their nation and the welfare of their 
community because they recognize that the 
individual (and his/her family) cannot exist 
or thrive unless their nation and community 
exist and thrive.

Thinkers of Nigeria, wake up! Get together. 
Make a plan. Enough of groaning and belly-
aching. Let go the “big picture” for now. Get 
into action. Help organize your little corner, 
your village, your community. Let others mind 
their little corner.

The idea is  development from the 
grassroots.

Four years ago, at the 2011 elections, the 
nation cried out in anguish as dozens of young 
men and women serving in the National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) were slaughtered at 
polling booths across the land. They were “in 
the wrong place at the wrong time”: they had 
been assigned the simple (but, it turned out, 
deadly) task of manning polling stations to 
ensure that the casting and counting of votes 
was orderly and honest. A heavy load to place 
on the heads of fragile youth in a country 
where politics is a do-or-die affair, where 
every candidate is determined to win at all 
costs. Nigerian politics is a species of gang 
warfare. On election day, every polling station 
is a theatre of war. Those who must “win at all 
costs” will kill to capture the voting boxes. 

Today another election looms. 
In 2011 my cry of anguish issued in a 

two-part article, “Transforming NYSC” 
(BusinessDay, April 2011). I argued that the 
election violence which consumed the lives 
of these young men and women on national 
duty made it imperative that NYSC be re-
conceptualized and re-organized or else dis-
established. Corpers should never again be 
involved in the voting process. And corpers 
should never be posted to known trouble 
spots. The lives of corpers must be shielded 
from known dangers.

Better still, NYSC should be transformed 
into a powerful community development 
machine, with corpers serving in their 
home states. Corpers should be involved in 
developing the communities they come from. 
NYSC’s current one day a week of “community 
development” is a farce and a travesty: it 
consists mostly in standing in line in the sun 
and answering “present” when your name is 
called. No community development of any 
significance could be achieved from it.

I have put forward proposals for community 
development in several essays. What I will do 
now is to pull these proposals together into 
the beginnings of a grassroots, bottom-to-top 
development “blueprint.”

Nigeria is one of the most misgoverned 
nations on earth. Everyone knows it. Nigeria 
is a global embarrassment.

My working premise is that little or nothing 
can be expected from government—meaning 
Nigerian governments, whether federal or 

state. People in government are so busy 
feathering their own nests they cannot give 
serious or sustained attention to the crying 
need for reconstruction of our educational 
system, nor to industrialization of our 
agriculture, nor to manufacturing, nor to the 
job creation of enormous scope that would 
result.  

The ambition of our political leaders is 
to achieve wealth for themselves and their 
families. For five decades they have paid 
eloquent lip service to industrialization and 
national development in numerous fancy 
speeches. Empty. Just look at the evidence. 
Nothing there. 

Consider the 36 states. In virtually every 
state the governor is “doing very well” if he 
can manage to pay teachers, often months 
in arrears, and pensioners, years in arrears. 
Of course they have the funds to pay them, 
and on schedule; they just refuse to do so. 
Worse still, no authority compels them to 
do so—nor penalizes them for not doing so. 

Take to a governor a project for internally 
generating revenue, skills training or job 
creation—does it involve investing even a 
kobo of the billions they receive from the 
Federation Account? Forget it. Not even their 
unused millions in “Security Vote” plus their 
monthly federal allocation can satisfy their 
greed. Last year they went to court to demand 
that the Excess Crude Account (oil revenue 
above the budget benchmark) be handed 
them to swallow (as had been the custom) 
rather than having it invested in the newly 
created Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF) where 
it will earn interest and ultimately be invested 
in infrastructure and other development. They 
will tell you SWF is a fine idea—except that the 
1999 Constitution says the money should be 
shared. That’s all. And they call themselves 
patriots committed to national progress.

For decades, the billions from Excess 
Crude were shared to the governors. No 
accounting was demanded, and none has 
ever been rendered. The governors did not 
invest the funds in revamping education, nor 
in skills training, job creation, nor any other 
development projects in their various states. 
They simply pocketed the funds. 

•	 To	be	continued	
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Week
Quotes of the

Computer Virus–the words alone provoke images 
of vanishing data, crashing PC’s, and financial ruin. 
Emerging from obscurity 12 years ago to front page 
news, the computer virus has been portrayed in 
Hollywood as everything from a way to siphon off 
millions of dollars, to a secret weapon to bring down 
an alien enemy. The popular press has had its share 
of fun with Michelangelo, Melissa, and the Love 
Letter as well.

While maybe not as dramatic as Hollywood 
portrayals or USA Today reports, viruses are a daily 
nuisance for both home and corporate computer 
users. With each new virus, a dozen antivirus 
vendors swing into action to find a cure. We spoke 
to product managers and researchers at Panda, 
McAfee, Symantec, and eSafe to get some insight 
into their work. In this two-part article, we’ll ex-
plore a few of the techniques these vendors use to 
identify and detect viruses.

 Details of the work antivirus researchers con-
duct is shrouded in secrecy. Their goal is to produce 
an antivirus product that can discover both known 
and unknown viruses and malicious code, stop 
it, and whenever possible, reverse any damage 
performed. Among the AV companies themselves 
there is an interesting dichotomy. While an indi-
vidual company’s technology is proprietary, the 
various antivirus research labs exchange viruses 
for analysis with other antivirus labs. 

These exchanges are based on trusts gained 
through personal relationships, and years of 
working together in the trenches. The idea of an 
antivirus company researcher providing a live 
virus to an untrustworthy source and then seeing 
that virus released into the wild is unthinkable. 
Researchers test with existing viruses, and do not 
create their own. 

In addition, unlike security companies who hire 
hackers to find system weaknesses that can assist in 
designing better security technology, the antivirus 
companies we spoke with claim they never hire 
anyone who has written a virus. 

Blogs
From the 

“Anyone who has spent a full week in Lagos will 
have no difficulty in confirming the notorious 
activities being perpetrated by officials of KAI 
with impunity, particularly on the Island area of 
the state”. Elias Ozikpu, playwright and novelist.
“All the earnings of Buratai since he joined the 
army, if all were saved cannot buy a house in 
Dubai, let alone two. The investigation should 
make Buratai to let the country know that he did 
other businesses to buy the property in question”. 
Yinka Odumakin, publicity secretary, pan Yoruba 
social cultural group, Afenifere.
“Governor Ambode needs to be reminded of the 
over-zealousness of KAI-LASTMA officials and 
the recklessness, also, of BRT bus drivers, and 
the fact that N139 million may replace buses, but 
it will not replace a life that has been lost. The 
Governor sounds as if the loss of these buses is 
more painful than the death of Nnamdi, the street 
hawker who was chased to his death”. Reuben 
Abati, former spokesperson to ex-president 
Goodluck Jonathan. 

Numbers
45%
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission on 
have said it would uphold the court ruling mandating 
it to reverse the 45 per cent increase in electricity 
tariffs across the country. 

30%
International Energy Agency, IEA, has said that 
China now accounts for 30 percent of Africa’s 
energy growth, with more than 200 Greenfield 
power projects.


