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Summer 2020  

Exploring  Natural Dyes  
A totally hands-on, even up to your elbows, plant dyeing workshop 

 here in the foothills of the Pyrenees in the Ariege, France. 

Sunday June 28th -Wednesday July 1st 

The plan below will tell you what we hope to achieve in this time. 

What will you be dyeing? 
Mostly wool, either our French sourced Poll Dorset or the fine merino Lace-
weight. We will be dyeing at least 24 colours, the ‘what happens if’ sessions 
could extend this to 36. 
Also this year you will be dyeing a  piece of antique linen for making a tote bag 
or cushion, French and very local of course.  
We will have prepared packs of all these…. see below.  

With what will you dye it? 
We will first be using the dye stuffs that have been tried and tested over the 
centuries, that is madder, weld and woad or indigo. 

Then in our 'what happens if’ sessions we are going to search the hedgerows 
and the dye garden for dye plants such as hollyhocks, apple and pear bark, 
Coreopsis, Cosmos , wild madder and even Safflower, (if it will obey the growing 
instructions this year?) Or maybe we will add a flake of Brazilwood or a pinch of 
Logwood to already dyed colours.  We will also have a strong indigo vat for the 
linen. 
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Sketching out the 4 days .. loosely! 

Sunday: Mordanting and Yellow 
Preparing your wool and yourselves for the days ahead. Understanding what will  
be going into which vats 
Health and safety. 
Talking about mordanting  
Instructive tour of the dye garden. 
Fresh weld bath.  
Set up madder for Monday and Tuesday. 

‘What happens if ‘ time 
 We will try some solar dyeing  
Gathering hedgerow and dye garden finds 

Monday:  Orange and Red 
Madder bath 
Set up organic indigo stock solution . 

‘What happens if ‘ time 
Adding a touch of dye extracts to your baths such as logwood on weld to make what?  
Bronzed gold?  
Modifying with ash-water, lemon juice, old pennies and old iron  

Tuesday: Blue Greens and Purples 
Fresh Woad and / or Japanese Indigo from the garden. 
Dyeing  blues  greens, turquoises and purples. probably will extend this into 
Wednesday 

‘What happens if ‘ time 
More foraging  from the dye garden. 

Wednesday: Blue   
Strong Indigo vat. 
preparing your linen , Shibori method of your choice  
The Bound-Resist Technique, The Pole-Wrapping Technique,The Shape-Resist 
Technique, The Pleat-and-Bind Technique or The Spider Web Technique.  Maybe 
you have some other ideas ?  If we have time we will do some slow stitching on 
our linen pieces.  
You can also take this day to explore in more depth some of the ’what 
happens if’ avenues we have uncovered.  
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Costs 

The cost of the workshop will be €350 for the 4 days, that includes dyestuffs. 
  
Places are secured on the workshop with a €80  non-returnable deposit,  the 
remaining €270 to be paid on arrival.  

 Here is your  downloadable booking form  

PLUS the cost of at least TWO packs of premordanted wool of your choice and 
the pre-mordanted French linen which can be bought at the beginning of the 
course.  
The prices are:- 
Pack of 12 x 9gm pre-mordanted Poll Dorset wool  €.20 
Pack of 12 x 5gm pre-mordanted fine lace-weight wool €12 
piece of pre-mordanted antique French line 1m x 50cm  €10 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/yhro8j42dlvuhzv/Exploring%20Natural%20Dyeing%202020%20-%20booking%20form.pdf?dl=1


Accommodation. 

We can offer accommodation in a gite in our little hameau. You can see the gite here 
The gite will be able to accommodate up to 8 of you, is 50 paces (maybe 60) from the 
atelier and about 100 long strides from the lake. 

The idea is to provide food and accommodation at a reasonable price and involve our 
neighbours in the whole shebang.  So Marianne will provide the housing and Laetitia will 
look after your meals. Self serve breakfast, simple lunch and a cooked veggie meal in 
the evenings. We will need the gite for the workshop for 5 nights but there is an 
option to stay for 7 nights at a reduced price if you wish. Catering will only be for the 
5 days of the workshop. 

Prices and choices are on the booking form 

  
If this isn’t your cup of tea there is a small reasonably priced camping within 
easy walking distance where you can camp or there are a few mobile homes 
available. 

There is a question on the booking form asking if you would like to share 
accommodation and /or transport. I will be putting you in touch with each other.  

 We will work from 9.30 to 17.00 and the evenings will be free to do as you 
please. If you like swimming bring your suit and towel. 
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https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/34544644?s=51
http://camping.lefortmontbel09.over-blog.com/album-1725815.html

