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The new Zurich 
platform for 
experimental 
music goes live

sonicmatter.ch
On 12 April, SONIC MATTER will be launched as a new 
platform for experimental music. From go-live, seven 
groups of researchers in South America, North America 
and Switzerland will share their works and observations via 
SONIC MATTER website around the year. At the same 
time, SONIC MATTER_radio will go on air. In autumn  
2021, the festival program will be published on the site.

In April, the new platform for experimental music SONIC 
MATTER comes to life. Supported by the City of Zurich 
Culture Department, it consists of a festival in the city that 
takes place every December and an online forum that is 
active all year round. With a wide range of offers, the 
platform invites people to explore acute questions of the 
present by listening together. The SONIC MATTER_openlab, 
a research and transnational cooperation laboratory that 
invites the public to participate in regular online events and 
discussions throughout the year, will kick off on 12 April.  
At the same time, the SONIC MATTER_radio will go on air.

Legendary Composer, Pauline Oliveros’s 1989 composition 
The Witness is the seed of SONIC MATTER_openlab. Her 
eponymous piece turns attentive listening into a collective 
action. In this spirit, the _openlab 2021 as an international 
research laboratory brings together scientists, artists,  
and local people from Switzerland, South America, and 
North America. Biologies and arts tie together humans and 
more-than-human ecologies, evolution, development, 
history, spiritualities, affects, performances, technologies, 
and more. Sound based work processes and observations 
are regularly shared with a wider audience via SONIC 
MATTER multimedia platform.

The SONIC MATTER_radio accompanies the activities  
of SONIC MATTER from day one with a lot of music, 
around the clock, as well as selective live broadcasts and 
special features. The radio also presents works created 
especially for the medium from the local, national and 
international radio art scene.

The first edition of the SONIC MATTER festival will take 
place from 2-5 December 2021 with around 25 events  
at various locations in Zurich. It will bring together artists 
from Switzerland and abroad. The SONIC MATTER_sound-
artdays are grouped around the festival. They are open  
to artists and institutions who present sound art in the city 
and Canton of Zurich during this period. The programme  
will be published in autumn. In addition over the course of 
the year, the SONIC MATTER_village will be created in 
workshops with the architect Manon Fantini, guest artists 
and the local population.

SONIC MATTER is the successor format to the Tage für 
Neue Musik Zürich (”Zurich New Music Days“), which were 
founded in 1986 and shaped the city’s musical life for more 
than three decades. SONIC MATTER was developed in 2020 
by the curators Julie Beauvais, Lisa Nolte and Katharina 
Rosenberger in response to a call for proposals from the 
City of Zurich. The first three festival years are themed by 
the triad TURN (2021) - RISE (2022) - LEAP (2023). The 
triad is an invitation and a challenge to walk together along 
paths that bend and twist, lead down paths and cut new 
aisles, that allow us to balance together on ridges and look 
into the distance, towards unmapped land that we explore 
courageously, curiously and conscientiously.
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