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Little doubt about who Luke was: 

 Eusebius and Jerome identified him as a native of Pisidian Antioch in Asia Minor 

 Frequent companion of Paul – from Macedonian vision (Acts 16:9) to Paul’s martyrdom (2 Timothy 4:11) 

 Luke was with him from Acts 16:10 where we first notice “we” mentioned – left him at the end of Acts 16 

and didn’t rejoin him until Acts 20:6 – period of seven to eight years – stayed with him until he went to 

Rome and was martyred  

 End of Paul’s ministry – 2 Timothy 4:11 – “Only Luke is with me.” 

 Bond between these two men that was born out of a common burning passion to make Jesus known – both 

were scholars and writers – they shared the end of life of Paul together – ministered medically to Paul many 

times – bound up his wounds – discussed theology – walked miles with him – cared for him in prison – and 

hung around when everyone else deserted Paul. 

 He was a gentile – the only gentile to write any book of the Bible – also wrote Acts (2 Luke)  

 Luke 1:3, 4 – “it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, 

to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; so that you may know the exact truth 

about the things you have been taught.” 

 

He was a careful scholar – byproduct of Luke’s medical knowledge – thorough investigator – he presented Jesus 

fully and accurately to a pagan non-Jewish world: 

 Historical context – he gave us a genealogy all the way back to Adam – Luke 2 – talked about Caesar 

Augustus and Quirinius (allowed precise dating) – Nazareth and Bethlehem 

 Prophetic context – he understood the Old Testament significance of Elijah – the implications of the birth 

of John the Baptist – Simeon, Anna 

 Virgin birth and all the miraculous events with it – with exacting precision he recorded the angel’s words to 

Mary – Luke 1:35 – “’…The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow 

you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” 

   

His audience – addresses his gospel to “most excellent Theophilus” 

 Possibly a given name, but more likely a nickname meaning “friend or beloved of God” given to one 

devoted to Christ  

 The title “most excellent” – same title Paul used in addressing Felix and Festus in Acts 23 and 26 – 

possibly a man of position – a governor, or procurator, or magistrate  

 No doubt a Christian – Luke includes him with “us” in Luke 1:1 

 Also the addressee in Acts 1:1 – the only place in New Testament where a writing is addressed to a person 

 His stature and name indicate Luke was wanting to make the best impression possible – like writing to 

royalty – you would be very careful and accurate – recognized that he was writer about a Jewish leader to a 

Gentile leader – wanted the message to be heard by Gentiles 

 Probably written as some sort of catechetical instruction for Theophilus – thus the whole account of Luke 

and Acts 

 Because he was a careful historian he wanted to present the ethos of Jesus’ life – not merely narrate events 

– he arranged things in “an orderly account” – systematic arrangement grouped around a sub-theme of the 

whole 

 

Key verse – 19:10 gives the clear theme of the book – “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 

was lost.” – Luke presents Jesus in His humanity as the man who was God who came to take upon Himself the sins 

of the world  
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Why “Son of Man?” – It was the favorite title Jesus used of Himself – used 69 times in Synoptics, 12 in John – 

used Son of God 27 times in gospels – only ¼ as much – not as relational – He could have used Messiah – too 

political – I AM – too incendiary:   

 1) Son of Man best communicated the human element of doctrine of salvation – sign of infinite perfect 

human sacrifice that combined with the Son of God to form the doctrine of the hypostatic union of Christ – fully 

God and fully man – God was a necessary part of the equation to provide the power – man was the necessary object 

of His power 

 2) “Son of” does not designate chronology as in English – it designates oneness – it was a Hebrew or 

Aramaic idiom – if they wanted to say someone was wealthy they would say he was a “son of wealth” – Scripture 

does not present this as “born of” 

 3) Son of Man is the most relational term Jesus could use to relate to mankind – Jesus wanted to simply be 

known as a man 

 4) At the same time Jesus knew that Jews would think of Daniel 7:13-14 when they heard the term “Son of 

Man” – had incredible overtones  

 He was coming – Daniel 7:13 – “…with the clouds of heaven…” 

 He was presented to the Ancient of Days – separate from God but one with Him in purpose  

 He was given “…dominion, glory and a kingdom so that all the peoples, nations and men of every 

language might serve Him.” – Daniel 7:14 

 It was an “…everlasting dominion…” – will never pass away 

 His kingdom will not be destroyed 

 

Luke carefully presents Jesus’ credentials as the “Son of Man” – these characteristics prove the deity of Jesus 

Christ and His total domination over all of history – past, present, and future 

 

Four Gospels – four pictures of Christ: 

 Matthew – Jesus as king 

 Mark – Jesus as servant 

 Luke – Jesus as human 

 John – Jesus as God 

 

I. HE FORGIVES SINS – Luke 5:24 
  

Luke 5:24 – “’…that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins… – He said to the paralytic – “’I say to 

you, get up, pick up your stretcher and go home.’” – impossible for anyone other than God – (saw in Mark) – Luke 

5:20 – “Seeing their faith, He said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you.’” – Jesus ignored his physical need to zero 

in on his deeper need – his biggest problem wasn’t his legs; it was his heart! 

 

What’s the great need of man? – Physical or spiritual health – forgiveness is needed more than air – despite what 

many think, God stands ready and able to grant forgiveness – provided the skin of an animal to cover the nakedness 

of Adam and Eve – right after God had given the Law to Moses in Exodus 34:6-7 – “Then the Lord passed by in 

front of him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 

in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and 

sin…’” – Psalm 65:3 – “Iniquities prevail against me; as for our transgressions, You forgive them.” – Psalm 86:5 – 

“For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.” – 

Psalm 103:12 – “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” – as part 

of the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:34 He said, “’…for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 

no more.’” – the Old Testament speaks of God’s forgiveness as casting sins behind His back (Isaiah 38:17), wiping 

them out (Isaiah 43:25), trampling them under His feet, and casting them into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19) 
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Micah joyously exclaimed, “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the 

remnant of His possession?” (Micah 7:18; cf. Isaiah 55:7). The Old Testament likens God’s forgiveness to His 

casting sins behind His back (Isaiah 38:17), wiping them out (Isaiah 43:25; cf. 1:18; 44:22), trampling them under 

His feet (Micah 7:19), and burying them in the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19)1 

 

Despite this – notice the reaction of the Pharisees – Luke 5:21 – “’…Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? 

Who can forgive sins, but God alone?’” – exactly! – Jesus is either a blasphemer – or He is God – no middle 

ground 

 

The greatest weight you will ever carry is your sin – the greatest freedom you will ever know is forgiveness 

 

II. HE IS THE FOCUS OF OUR WORSHIP – Luke 6:5 
 

Luke 6:1 – Jesus and disciples were walking through a field on the Sabbath and they were “…picking the heads of 

grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating the grain.” – they weren’t stealing – Deuteronomy 23:25 expressly 

allowed travelers to do this – they just couldn’t harvest it – any farm boy has crushed grains of wheat and has done 

this – forms sweet, nutty flour 

 

Luke 6:5 – “And He was saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’” – startling statement – Jesus 

was claiming to rule over all the Sabbatarian rules of the Pharisees – and indeed, to rule over the Sabbath itself – 

they knew the Sabbath was created for worship – so they recognized that Jesus was, in effect, claiming jurisdiction 

over the worship of God! – No wonder they freaked out! – After Jesus healed the man with the withered hand 

(Luke 6:6-10) Luke 6:11 says, “But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they might 

do to Jesus.” 

 

Sabbatarian rules were very strict – the Sabbath was the center of Pharisees attempts at righteousness – keeping the 

Sabbath was their means of achieving eternal life  

 Sabbath was originally given as a day to rest from physical labor – rest your bones – thank God for His 

provision 

 By the time of Christ, it was a time of intense work to keep it holy 

 The Talmud devotes 24 chapters to these rules – contains ridiculous laws that were meant to sound holy but 

in reality were ways to subvert the very law they said they kept – i.e. – one law said you couldn’t travel 

more than 3,000 feet from your home – so they got around it by placing food in a pile 3,000 ft. from their 

home because that constituted a home and now you could travel another 3,000 feet, etc. – you could also 

put a rope in the street at 3,000 foot mark because that symbolized a door which then marked your new 

“home” 

 A tailor couldn’t carry a needle, a scribe his pen, a student his books 

 You couldn’t shake or examine your clothes when you got dressed on the Sabbath because a bug might be 

killed in the process 

 Couldn’t bathe because any water that was spilled was washing the floor 

 Couldn’t move a chair – might cause a rut in the floor – too much like plowing! 

 Woman couldn’t look in the mirror because she might see a gray hair and be tempted to pull it, which was 

work2 

 Might sound silly – Sabbat elevators in hotels in Israel – stop at every floor on the way down – pushing 

button would be work 

  

                                                 

 1 John F. MacArthur Jr., Luke 1–5, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2009), 

321–322. 
2 Alfred Edersheim, “The Ordinances and Law of the Sabbath as Laid Down in the Mishnah and the Jerusalem 

Talmud,” Appendix XVII in, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974], 2:777–87. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcluke1?ref=Bible.Lk5.20&off=1606&ctx=+Acts+2:38%3b+13:38).%0a~But+forgiveness+has+
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The violation the Pharisees were concerned about was about cooking on the Sabbath – Luke 6:2 – “’…Why do you 

do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?’” – there is nothing worse than someone who has made up their own rules 

and then judges you for not keeping them! – They thought Jesus was guilty of reaping (picking it), threshing 

(separating husks from grain), and winnowing (throwing husks away) – thus, preparing food – Jesus’ actions were 

seen as a direct violation of their whole religious system!  

 

Barney Fife!  

 

Jesus’ answer – reminded them of 1 Samuel 21:1-6 – David was fleeing from Saul – came to place called Nob, 

entered the tabernacle there and asked priest for some bread off the altar – this wasn’t a bakery but David knew 

there was bread on the altar and they were hungry – there were 13 loaves of “shewbread” that symbolized the 

presence of the Lord – David assured the priest that his men were servants of God and they ate the bread – 

implication was clear – if King David could eat bread from the altar, then they could certainly grab a few little 

kernels of grain on the Sabbath – Mark 2:27 – “’…The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.’” – 

Matthew 12:7 – ““But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,’ you would not 

have condemned the innocent.” 

 

If that wasn’t enough He added Luke 6:5 – “And He was saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’” 

– Jesus was saying that He alone had the right to decide what could and could not be done on the Sabbath – clear 

claim to deity! 

 

Matthew 11:28 – “Come to Me all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” – worship is not 

about keeping the rules 

 

 

III. HE WILL COME IN GLORY – Luke 9:26 
 

Luke 9 – sent out the 12 on preaching mission – fed 5,000 – then in Luke 9:18 He asked disciples, “’…Who do 

people say that I am?” – John the Baptist reincarnated, Old Testament prophet Elijah, some other Old Testament 

prophet – Luke 9:20 – “’…But who do you say that I am?’” – Peter responds, “The Christ of God” – short but 

emphatic answer – “You are the Messiah promised by God in the Old Testament” – Luke 9:22-25 – prophecy of 

crucifixion and resurrection (later in Luke 24:7) – the demands of following Him – “pick up your cross” – be 

willing to lose your life 

 

Then in Luke 9:26 – “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when 

He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” – ratchets up the identity of the Son of 

Man – He not only forgives sins and rules the Sabbath – He will be killed, resurrected and then return in glory with 

the Father and His holy angels – deity?! 

 

When is this “coming”? – The Second Coming of Christ – First Advent was incarnation (Christmas) – Second 

Coming is seen in Revelation 20:11-15 – more in next section 

 

Luke 9:27 – “…there are some of those standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” 

– recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke – all are followed eight days later by the account of the Mount of 

Transfiguration in Luke 9:28-36 – Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up to an unnamed mountain in Galilee to 

witness the greatest event ever seen on earth – why three? – They were part of His inner circle – and Old Testament 

law required that there had to be at least three witnesses to confirm a matter 

 

Four previews of heaven: 

 1) The transfiguration of Jesus – Luke 9:29 – “…the appearance of His face became different, and His 

clothing became white and gleaming.” – Mark 9:2 says He was “…transfigured before them…” (metamorphosis) – 

the blazing light of the glory of God appeared many times in Old Testament – when Israel complained about their 
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food (Exodus 16:10) – Leviticus 9:23 at the ordination of Aaron and his sons as priests – Exodus 24:15-18 on Mt. 

Sinai at the giving of the law – Exodus 40:34-35 at the completion of the tabernacle – Numbers 14:10 at Israel’s 

rebellion over testimony of Joshua and Caleb – Numbers 16:19, 42 after the rebellion of Korah – Numbers 20:6 

when they complained about bitter waters at Meribah – 1 Kings 8:10-11 at the completion of the temple3 — in 

Revelation 21:23 the glory of the Lord is so brilliant that all of heaven will be illuminated by His glory — 

furthermore, 1 Corinthians 2:8 speaks of Jesus as the “Lord of glory” – 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – “And even if our 

gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 

the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 2) Transcendent knowledge – Luke 9:30-31 – “And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they 

were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to 

accomplish at Jerusalem.” – Moses and Elijah were specifically identified by the three eyewitnesses – not ghosts – 

they were talking with Jesus about His impending death! – as representatives of the Old Testament Law and the 

prophets they knew His impending death was part of God’s eternal plan – Jesus later said that the Law and prophets 

give witness of Him – this shows we don’t lose our physical identity in heaven – and we will have knowledge of 

God’s marvelous plan of redemption 

 3) Transformational worship – Luke 9:33 – disciples were asleep – long walk! – Woke to this scene! – 

recognized it for what it was – astounding! – natural response – Luke 9:33 – Peter proclaims, “’…Master, it is good 

for us to be here; let us make three tabernacles: one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah…’” – Peter 

associated worship with the Temple – so they wanted to build three mini Temples right on the spot! – Highest 

accolade he could think of – he thought Jesus must be bringing the Kingdom to earth right then – and He was to be 

worshipped for doing it – revealed his highest worship was given to Jesus – but if Jesus had allowed this, it would 

have circumvented the cross – Peter didn’t have the whole picture as Moses and Elijah did – Jesus had to be the 

suffering servant before He could be the reigning King – the cross came before the crown! 

 4) Transitional Testimony of the Father – Luke 9:34-35 – “While he was saying this, a cloud formed 

and began to overshadow them; and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. Then a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, ‘This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!’” – before this, worship of God had been veiled – now 

worship of God centers on the revealed Son in the life and ministry of Jesus 

  

The Son of Man will also come in judgment – John 5:22 – “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has 

given all judgment to the Son…” – John 5:26-27 – “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to 

the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of 

Man.” 

 

Philippians 2:10-11 – “so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” – 

worship Him now – or bow before Him later – but you will bow and confess that He is Lord – right before He says, 

“Depart from Me for I never knew you.” 

 

IV. HE FULFILLED ALL THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES – Luke 18:31 
 

Luke 18:31-33 – “Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 

things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He will be handed 

over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will 

kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.’” – from Luke 9:51 on, Jesus had been telling His disciples that He 

had to go to Jerusalem – knew He would be killed there – this is the second time He told them He would be killed – 

disciples thought they were going to keep the Passover Feast – had no idea that Jesus would be the Passover lamb – 

John 11:8 – they knew that Pharisees wanted to stone Him if He returned to Jerusalem – Thomas was willing to go 

and die with Him (John 11:16) 

 

                                                 

 3 John MacArthur, Luke 6–10, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2011), 280. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcluke2?ref=Bible.Lk9.27-36&off=1841&ctx=%2c+light-like+glory.+~Glory+appeared+in+th
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But this is all part of God’s plan – “…all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will 

be accomplished.” – Jesus’ death was not a mystery or an accident –  

 Psalm 22 opens with “My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me?” – same words Jesus spoke on the 

cross  

 Psalm 22:6-8 predicts the way He would be mocked 

 Psalm 22:14-17 – describes His physical suffering – “I am poured out like water, And all my bones are out 

of joint; My heart is like wax; It is melted within me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my 

tongue cleaves to my jaw…” 

 Isaiah 53:5 – “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities, the chastening for 

our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.” – Isaiah 53:7 – “He was oppressed 

and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth…” – Isaiah 53:9 – “His grave was assigned with 

wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death…” 

 Zechariah 9:9 described His triumphal entry into Jerusalem before He was crucified – “…Behold, your king 

is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 Zechariah 11:12 – He would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver 

 Psalm 34:20 – none of His bones would be broken in His crucifixion – unusual – but it happened 

 Psalm 69:21 – he would be given vinegar to drink 

 

Acts 2:23 – “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross 

by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” 

 

V. HE WILL REIGN IN HEAVEN – Luke 22:69 
 

Already touched on this above – Luke 22:69-71 – “But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand 

of the power of God.” – John 3:13 – “No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the 

Son of Man.” – Son of Man is a heavenly title 

 

Fuller picture in Daniel – In Daniel 2, Daniel has a vision of successive kingdoms of the world – they are seen in 

the statue of gold, silver, bronze, then iron and clay – we are told clearly these stand for the Babylonian, Medo-

Persian, Greek, and Roman empires – but the fourth empire is reconstituted in some fashion that stretches 

throughout history – ten toes stand for the apex of earthly kingdoms – destroyed by a stone “…cut out without 

hands…” that crushed the statue and then grew to fill the whole earth – picture of earthly kingdoms being crushed 

by Christ who then establishes His kingdom 

 

Daniel 7:1-8 – similar vision – lion is Babylon with clipped wings picturing temporary insanity of Nebuchadnezzar 

– second animal – bear – Medo-Persian empire – third was a leopard (speed) which depicted the speed with which 

Alexander the Great codified the Greek Empire – broken into four parts at his death – fourth animal was a 

“dreadful and horrible” creature not named – ten horns, similar to ten toes – pictures reconstituted Roman Empire 

(Muslim countries today) – a new feature – one horn pulled three other horns out by the roots – had “eyes like the 

eyes of a man and mouth uttering great boasts” – Daniel 7:19-27 gives greater detail – this is the Antichrist who 

will rule the association of nations at that time – Daniel 7:21 – “…waging war with the saints and overpowering 

them…” and speak such preposterous things that he will – Daniel 7:25 – “…intend to make alterations in times and 

in law…” – Revelation 13:6 – “…he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God…” 

 

Daniel interrupts this vision of the future of the nations of the world with a greater vision of comfort -   

 Daniel 7:9 – God appears as the “…Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the 

hair of His head like pure wool.” – pictures eternality – not age – “His throne was ablaze with flames, its 

wheels were a burning fire.” – fire speaks of judgment – wheels speak of God’s all-encompassing and 

power energy 

 Daniel 7:10 – “A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands 



 

 7 

were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books 

were opened.” 

 Daniel 7:11 – Antichrist is killed (Revelation 19) 

 Daniel 7:13-14 – “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son 

of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him 

was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might 

serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one 

which will not be destroyed.”  

 

This is the end of the rule of man – the end of history – 1 Corinthians 15:24-26 – “then comes the end, when He 

hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For 

He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death.” 

 Refers to the end of the seven year tribulation on earth – Zechariah 14:4 – Jesus will return to earth – His 

feet will touch down on the Mt. of Olives – Revelation 19:20 – Antichrist and the false prophet (the 

religious leader of the world) will be “…thrown alive into the lake of fire…” – Revelation 20:1 – Satan is 

also bound and thrown into hell for 1000 years (the time of the kingdom on earth – Revelation 20:7-10 – 

Satan will be released where he will gather the unregenerate on earth for a final attempt to overthrow God – 

no battle – God casts them all into the lake of fire to join the Antichrist and the false prophet (no 

annihilation) 

 Revelation 21-22 – new heaven and earth – He will wipe away every tear – no suffering – New Jerusalem – 

1500 miles cubed – no Temple – Jesus is the light – Revelation 21:24 – “The nations will walk by its light, 

and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.” – nothing unclean will ever be allowed into His 

heaven – only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life – we will be nourished from the 

tree of life – no more curse – all creation will be restored to the way God intended – Jesus will reign in 

heaven “forever and ever” – used 43 times in Scripture 

 

Back to Luke 22 – after Jesus claimed that He would be “seated at the right hand of the power of God” the chief 

priests questioned Him again – Luke 22:70 – “And they all said, ‘Are You the Son of God, then?’ And He said to 

them, ‘Yes, I am.’” – the one who forgives sins? – Is the Lord of the Sabbath? – Will come in glory? – Fulfills all 

the Old Testament prophecies? – Will be seated at the right hand of God? – YES to all of them –  By the way – also 

the one who will be delivered up to be killed – Luke 22:71 – “Then they said, ‘What further need do we have of 

testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.’” 

 

VI. HE DIED FOR US – Luke 24:7 
 

Jesus prophesied twice before in Luke that He would be killed and resurrected – Luke 23 gives us these events – in 

Luke 24:5-7 the angels standing outside the empty tomb spoke to the women – “’…Why do you seek the living One 

among the dead? He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 

saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 

again.’” 

 

The ultimate sacrifice for the ultimate problem was made by the ultimate One who alone could bring about the 

ultimate result – the salvation of all who would repent of their sin and believe in Him – John 6:53 – “’…Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves.’” 

– John 3:14-15 – “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so 

that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.” 

 

Napoleon was captive on the island of St. Helena from 1815-1821 when he died – during this time he reflected on 

his life and conquests – as close as anyone to conquering the civilized world - He called Count Montholon to his 

side and asked him, “Can you tell me who Jesus Christ was?” The count declined to respond. Napoleon countered – 

“Well then, I will tell you. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded great empires; but upon 
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what did these creations of our genius depend? Upon force. Jesus alone founded His empire upon love, and to this 

very day millions will die for Him… I think I understand something of human nature; and I tell you, all these were 

men, and I am a man; none else is like Him; Jesus Christ was more than man. . . I have inspired multitudes with 

such an enthusiastic devotion that they would have died for me. . . but to do this it was necessary that I should be 

visibly present with the electric influence of my looks, my words, of my voice. When I saw men and spoke to them, 

I lighted up the flame of self-devotion in their hearts. . . Christ alone has succeeded in so raising the mind of man 

toward the unseen, that it becomes insensible to the barriers of time and space. Across a chasm of eighteen hundred 

years, Jesus Christ makes a demand which is beyond all others difficult to satisfy; He asks for that which a 

philosopher may often seek in vain at the hands of his friends, or a father of his children, or a bride of her spouse, or 

a man of his brother. He asks for the human heart; He will have it entirely to Himself. He demands it 

unconditionally; and forthwith His demand is granted. Wonderful! In defiance of time and space, the soul of man, 

with all its powers and faculties, becomes an annexation to the empire of Christ. All who sincerely believe in Him, 

experience that remarkable, supernatural love toward Him. This phenomenon is unaccountable; it is altogether 

beyond the scope of man's creative powers. Time, the great destroyer, is powerless to extinguish this sacred flame; 

time can neither exhaust its strength nor put a limit to its range. This is it, which strikes me most; I have often 

thought of it. This it is which proves to me quite convincingly the Divinity of Jesus Christ.”4 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What do most people think about Jesus? 

2. Why was Jesus called the “Son of Man?” 

3. What is the significance of Luke 5:17-26? 

4. What was Jesus talking about in Luke 18:31? 

5. What was Jesus saying in Luke 22:66-71? 

6. What do you think of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, 2000), 150. 

 


