
 
 
 
 

 

Apr. 1 Scholarship Applications Due 
 

Apr. 5 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Apr. 7 Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Apr. 9  Palm Sunday All-Church Breakfast 
 

Apr. 13 Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
 

Apr. 14 Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
 

Apr. 15 Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Apr. 16 Easter Worship Services: 7, 8:45, 11 
 

April 21 Youth Dinner & Auction 
 

April 28 Feeding America Food Truck 
 

May 28 Installation Servicer for  
 Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

 

June 11 All-Church Whitecaps Outing 
 

June 25 Golf Scramble Fundraiser 
 

June 26-29 
 VBS Arts Camp 2017 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 13 

9:30 a.m. PW Brunch and Worship at Spring Lake FPC 
7:00 p.m. Worship service in the sanctuary with the Geneva Choir and  

the Motet and Shema Choirs from FCC of Muskegon 
 

Good Friday 
April 14 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast and Worship 
 

7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross in the FPC Sanctuary 
 

7:00 p.m. Worship service with the Geneva Choir  
and the Motet and Shema Choirs at FCC of Muskegon (1201 Jefferson) 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 16 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service (flowering of the cross) 
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service with the Geneva Choir 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service with the Gathering Band 
 

Youth Dinner & Auction 
Friday, April 21, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Please join us for a fun evening supporting the youth of  
First Presbyterian Church! 

 

The Mackinaw Ballroom  

at the Grand Haven Community Center 
 

$20 per person 
 

dinner, live music, auction, and babysitting (if needed) 
 

A one week stay in Orange Beach, AL, a weekend getaway at Boyne Mountain, a 

weekend getaway in Traverse City, Detroit Tigers tickets, Detroit Red Wings tickets, hunting or fishing trip, and many 
more exciting items! 
 

Tickets may be purchased at the Family Ministries desk, or online at fpghyouth.bpt.me.  
All proceeds go to support our Youth Mission Fund.  
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Prayer Concerns:  
Shirley Hipwell, Margaret Linebaugh, 
Sue Roper, Kathy McCloskey,  
Barbara Stockman, Sandy Teunis,  
and Evelyn Wood  

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to the family and friends of Fern 
Mastenbrook, who passed away on 
March 6, 2017. 

 

 to Jack Jansma on the death of his 
son, Jelte Jansma, on March 15, 2017. 

   

Congratulations: 
 to Tim and Jane Stoepker on the birth 
of their grandson, Liam Wallace, 
born March 16, 2017. Proud parents 
are Peter and Brooke Stoepker. 

 

to Ray and Jill Wiersema, who are 
celebrating their 65th wedding  
anniversary! Ray and Jill married  
on March 29, 1952, in Niles, MI. 
They have three children, seven 
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren. Since joining the 
church in 1958, they have both 
served as elders, with Jill serving as 
clerk of session and Ray as treasurer. 

 

Happy Birthday:  
to Cornelius (Casey) Nebbeling as he 
celebrates his 99th birthday on March 
29! Come and celebrate with a piece 
of cake in the lounge between  
services on Sunday, April 2. If you 
would like to send Casey a card, his 
address is: 14730—177th Avenue, 
Grand Haven, MI 49417. 

 

Thank you:  
“Thank you for the prayers, visits, 
kind thoughts and support I have  
received from this wonderful church 
family during my recent illness and 
especially at the death of my son, 
Jelte. I appreciate it all.” 
   -Jack Jansma 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day with a card from 
their church family! 

 
 

April 3 Stewart Johnson 
3600 East Fulton, DC221 

 Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
 
April 25 Muriel Mersereau 

18525 Woodland Ridge 
Room 31 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

 
May 11 LaMar VanHaaften 

Robbinswood  
1125 Robbins Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
May 14 Harvey Beute 

15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

May 19 Gerry VanStratt 
Christian Haven Home 
704 Pennoyer, 20E 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
May 20 Fran Wilson 

473 Sailfish Cove,  
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 

 
May 25 Ivan Nordin 

Freedom Village 
145 Columbia Avenue, #132 
Holland, MI 49423 

 
May 28 Susan McClellan 

Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

In the Military 
 

 

Do you have friends 
or loved ones in the  
military?  
The deacons of FPC 
would love to send 

them a card on their birthdays and 
holidays. Please send addresses and 
birth dates to the church office:  
sbryant@fpgh.org 

A Thank You from Rev. Linda Male 
 

I received a package from the congregation at the Annual Meeting, but I did not 

open it until after the 11:00 service. Most of you do not know that the gift is a 

perfect reminder of my time with you. Thank you for the two beautiful photos--

one is of the window I saw from the pulpit every Sunday and the other is the 

window that I faced each time I walked into the chancel area.   
 

The rear window over the balcony shows Christ’s daily walk 

with each of us: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light” (Matthew 11:29-30).  The front window speaks to the 

life, death, and resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. The 

two sacraments of baptism and communion are portrayed 

clearly in the stained glass. “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 

live” (John 11:25). We celebrate the promises left to us from 

God through Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

These two pictures will hang by my desk and prompt me to 

remember not only my time with First Presbyterian Church 

but also what we are called to do in the name of Christ: “to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God.” (Micah 6:8). The presence of God is all around us if 

we open our eyes and hearts to see.  May God bless you and 

keep you in this new phase of your life as a congregation. 
 

Grace and Peace, Linda Male 
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Sermon Series 

 

The 7 Signs: Throughout his Gospel, John tells seven stories about Jesus' work which serve as "signs" to help us see  

Jesus’ life. John uses these stories to reveal who Jesus is and to illuminate his glory. Join us on Sunday mornings as we 

wrap up this sermon series and journey together this Lenten season. 

 

Practicing Faith: Following Easter, we will  

embark on our next sermon series, titled “Practicing 

Faith.” Churches are great, but sometimes it’s easy to 

forget what the church actually is. Our attention can go 

towards committee meetings and social groups—which 

are great and necessary—but these can draw our focus 

away from the basic practices of faith. In the coming 

weeks, we’ll look to the book of Acts to see what  

practices defined the earliest followers of Jesus and to consider how these practices should continue to shape us today. 
 

From the Desk of Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

It  is so good to be with you all! 
Thank you all for your warm  
welcome. It has been a pleasure  
getting to know you these first couple 
of weeks, and as we grow together 
more in the weeks and months to 
come, I am eager to see God at work 
in our midst and in our relationships.  
 
As I wrote last month, one of my  
priorities in these first few weeks  
together has been meeting with the 
officers of the church. By now I have 
had several lively conversations with 
ruling elders, and I’m learning a lot 
about where the church has been and 
what your hopes are for the years to 
come. I can see clearly that our 
church has a firm foundation and that, 
with God’s help and direction, I am 
confident that we moving in the right 
direction. It is affirming to know that 
I am a part of God’s answer to your 
prayers, and together we’ll continue 
to seek God’s will for our community 
of faith. 
 
Some have asked me about my agenda 
as a pastor. I know some pastors who 
come with a prepackaged program 
they will implement; I know others 

who let things unfold organically.  
I’m in between those two mentalities. 
Yes, I have ideas that I believe are 
good practices for churches, but I also 
need to know you and need you to 
trust me as we begin implementing 
new ideas or changing existing  
practices. We’ll get there, but now is 
a time for listening to and being with 
each other. That’s part of the purpose 
in having so many conversations with 
you. Through those conversations 
God keeps clarifying the past,  
enhancing the present, and painting 
the future.  
 
I picture a good church more like a 
sailboat than a rowboat. The latter can 
get where it’s going with a lot of  
effort and can certainly be effective, 
but it’s all about human effort. The 
former needs people working together 
to get the sails positioned so that they 
optimally catch the wind and so that 
the Spirit powers us where God wants 
us to go. I trust that you’ll join me in 
praying that the Spirit would do just 
that as we work together in all of our 
areas of ministry.  
 
I would be remiss if I did not write to 
you about Easter, for it is the pinnacle 

of the Christian year. Without the 
physical resurrection of Jesus, our 
faith would be vain. It is Easter that 
defines who we are as followers of 
Christ. Even Lent takes its Sunday 
break from its penitential journey to 
remind us that Easter is coming soon. 
I know that Easter brings back  
visitors as well as members who have 
been away from worship for a while, 
so I hope we will all be excited to 
welcome people to worship on Easter. 
For those of you returning to church 
on Easter, I hope that God lights a fire 
in your hearts – a fire that will drive 
you back to worship and deeper into 
faith. For any who feel distant from 
church, I’d love to welcome you back 
and to help you find ways to grow 
deeper in faith and mission.  
 
This is a wonderful time of year, and 
I rejoice with you in God’s goodness 
to this church, to us personally, and to 
our community. What a blessing it is 
to be a church! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy 

In Our Church 
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In Our Church 

PW Hanging Basket 
Flower Sale 

 

The Presbyterian Women are once 
again taking pre-paid orders for a  
variety of 11” hanging baskets.  
Baskets are $15 each and order 
forms are located in the church  
office and at the Welcome Desk.  
 

The deadline for orders is Sunday, 
April 23. Flowers will be available 
for pick-up on Saturday, May 13 and 
Sunday, May 14 (Mother’s Day). 
 

All proceeds support PW missions 

 

  

Sign up Now! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
First Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

Sunday, June 25, 
at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, outdoor games, activities, food and fun with your FPC family 
on June 25! Registration is at 1 p.m. and the shotgun start is set for 1:30 p.m. Proceeds from 

this year’s event will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. 
 

Four-person teams, couples and individuals are all invited to participate. Entry fees are $70 per 
golfer or $250 per team. Non-golfer family and friends are welcome and invited to sign up for 
dinner and activities following the golfing at $15 per person, $25 per couple or $40 per family. 

For full details and registration form, download the brochure here: First Annual FPC Golf 
Scramble. Brochures are also available in the church office and at the Welcome Desk,  

or by entering this link into your web browser: http://bit.ly/2nr631P 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available as shown in the brochure:  
hole sponsors, hole-in-one challenge sponsor, box lunch sponsor and dinner  

sponsor. Donations of team prize items, contest prizes, door prizes and  
silent auction items are also needed.  

 

If you have questions or would like more information  
about making a donation, please contact 

either Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or 638-1783)  
or Sue VandenBosch 

(s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 15 

 

Children age 2 through 2nd grade  
are invited to bring their Easter 
baskets and join us for the Easter 
story, an egg hunt, prizes, cookies, 
and fellowship.   

 

The fun begins in the 
lounge at 10:00 a.m. 
 

(remember to bring 
your own baskets!) 

Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Through your giving, the Mission Committee has sponsored a Feeding America 
Food Truck on April 28. 

 

The objective of this ministry is to offer love and hope to people who are 
struggling to make ends meet.  

 

Please come and help us package and hand out food or help people carry food 
to their vehicles. We’ll be in the St. Pat's West parking lot at 9:30 a.m. on 
Friday, April 28, until the food is gone (around 11:00 a.m.).  

Easter Egg Coloring 
with Joyful Noise! 

 

Bring the whole family and boiled 

eggs for this annual Joyful Noise 

tradition! All you need are your 

eggs and a little creativity! 
 

Dye and decorations are provided. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us from 

6:15 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

April 12 in the recreation room. 

First Annual  
Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

http://bit.ly/2nr631P
http://bit.ly/2nr631P
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Adult Education Classes  
Spring Session April 23- May 21 

 

Check out the awesome Adult Education class offerings for our spring session beginning April 23! 

(All Sunday Growing in Faith classes will take a break for Palm Sunday and Easter). 

 

Growing in Faith Classes (Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m.) 
 

 The Wired Word will resume in room 5, facilitated by Tim Stoepker. The Wired Word is a contemporary study  

of newsworthy weekly issues confronting families, individuals, communities, churches and countries. Issues are 

framed by Biblical passages in a manner which is respectful, nurturing, challenging and which encourages the  

presence of the Holy Spirit. 
  

 A Study on the Book of Revelation with Hazel Kragt will continue in the conference room. This most dynamic 

and descriptive last book of the Bible answers one of the most anxious and searching questions we can ask in our 

lives: How can we be sure in the face of the doubts and concerns of life? The answer is found in the enduring,  

loving, dramatic and faithful witness of Jesus Christ. Join First Presbyterian’s Hazel Kragt as she leads this  

amazing class where the person of Jesus Christ and his words of revelation become our own. 
 

 Enneagram with Caleb Zokoe will meet in Fellowship Hall. Have you ever 

wanted to know more about who you are? Have you ever wondered why you 

perceive the world the way you do? We will explore who we are and why we  

act the way we do by studying the Enneagram. This is an ancient and dynamic 

personality typology, which will give you insight into your unique personality  

as well as of those around you. We will also explore the intersection between 

your personality type and spiritual practice.     
 

 TedTalks and discussion with Jill Vanderwal in room 3. We will watch a 10-15 minute talk to help us explore  

inter-faith perspectives, followed by class discussion. This class is geared toward meeting new people, and you are 

invited to drop in for one week or attend all five sessions! 
 

 Risen movie and discussion with Jeff Terrill in the recreation room. We will  

be showing the movie Risen in three parts during the three Sundays after  

Easter (April 23, 30 & May 7). Risen is the epic story of the resurrection as  

told through the eyes of a non-believer. Clavius, a powerful Roman military 

tribune, and his aide, Lucius, are tasked with solving the mystery of what  

happened to Jesus in the weeks following the crucifixion in order to disprove 

the rumors of a risen Messiah and prevent an uprising in Jerusalem. 
 

Special Weekday Class Offering: The Holy Lands with Brigette Kemink 
 

Brigette is a student at Western Theological Seminary and has been serving  

at First Presbyterian Grand Haven as her internship learning site. In January 

Brigette traveled to Israel and Palestine and visited various Biblically historic 

sites. Join her as she shares stories and pictures of her trip, as well as their  

historical significance. Class will be held on Wednesday, April 19 and  

Wednesday, April 26 from 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Note regarding the Monday afternoon (2:00-3:30 p.m.) Bible study led by Deb Sorensen and Carol Folkert:  

class will resume on April 17. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

 
 

Community Artist & 
Speaker Series 

 

Gina Morgano 
Sunday, April 23, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Gina Morgano is 

a singing actor 

who champions 

the "in-between" 

area that bridges 

classical and 

popular music. 

With repertoire ranging from Handel 

to the Andrews Sisters, Gina 

embraces composers who blend 

formal and colloquial styles, such as 

Copland, Weill and Sondheim. 
 

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, Gina always dreamed 

of a life onstage. She attended Mt. 

Lebanon High School and studied 

piano, violin and clarinet before 

switching her focus to voice and 

theater.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are 

free and open to the public. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
Special Offering 

 

From disaster relief in Missouri to humanitarian 

aid in war-torn Syria and medical assistance 

for a malaria outbreak in the Congo, the  

offerings to One Great Hour of Sharing provide 

relief in over 130 countries around the world. 

The money enables the Presbyterian Church 

USA to quickly respond to disasters and other 

urgent unexpected needs as they arise. 
 

Your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing is a 

way to join Presbyterians around the globe as we share Christ’s love and unite 

to create a more resilient, just and sustainable future. Please give generously to 

this special offering. Envelopes are in the pews. 

 

Save the Date! 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, June 11 
1:00 p.m. 

All-Church Whitecaps 
Outing 

 

$10 per person (including all-you-

can eat-lunch)/3 and under free 
 

Sign ups and more details  

coming soon! 

Palm Sunday  
All-Church Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 9 

9:30-12:30 a.m. 

in the church lounge 

 

 

 

 

All are Welcome! 
please sign up at the Welcome Desk  

 

 

In Memoriam: 
Members’ Recital 

 

Presented by 
The American Guild of Organists 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 
 

Honoring  
Wilma Jeanne Swartz-Zulauf 

 

April 9, 2017 
3:00 p.m. 

First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 

1201 Jefferson Street 
Muskegon, MI 49441 

New City Kids 
“The Turnaround” 

 

Thursday, April 20 
7:00 p.m. 

Wealthy Street Theater 
www.newcitykids.org 

 

Join the New City Kids as they show 
how God stops us in our tracks, turns 
us around, and makes a way out of no 
way. This will be an inspiring evening 
of dance, music, laughter and drama. 
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Shine56  
Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shine56 is a time of food, fun and 

fellowship for all 5th and 6th graders 

and meets in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

 Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Did you know that Children's 
Ministries offers a "Camp Pathways 
Grant Program" to encourage all 
children from Kindergarten thru 
12th grade to attend a Christian 
summer camp? Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 
This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and more details are 
available at the 
Children's 
Ministries desk, 
or contact Becky 
Yonan at 
byonan@fpgh.org. 

 

April 2 no meeting 

April 9 6:30-8:00 pm 

April 16 no meeting 

April 23 6:30-8:00 pm 

April 30 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

VBS Arts Camp 2017 
June 26-29 
9:00-noon 

 

Theme: The Creation Story:  
Created to be Creators 

 
 

 
 

 
Registration begins May 1 

music 
visual 

arts 

storytelling 
drama 

dance 

Get your tickets 

now for the youth 

dinner & auction! 

 

fpghyouth.bpt.me 

 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

April 2017 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 

Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it to the church office (or drop it in the offering plate) by Palm 
Sunday, April 9. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home-
bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number.  Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIVEN  BY:___________________________________________Phone:________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


