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In this lesson, students will be introduced to the ideas of Imperialism. They will analyze 
cartoons to determine why imperialism ideas arose in the United States during this time 
period. Then, they will label the major areas on a map so they are clear about the locations 
when they discuss them during the unit.

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Students will analyze 
cartoons to determine the 
major reasons for U.S. 
Imperialism. They will also 
label the major territories on 
a map.  

What led to the rise of 
Imperialism?

8.3 EXPANSION AND 
IMPERIALISM: Beginning in the 
second half of the 19th 
century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors 
contributed to a push for 
westward expansion and more 
aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

Teachers should first read through the presentation to make sure that they are clear as to 
the ideas put forth regarding the Era of Imperialism. 

Teachers should look through the lesson to determine whether they  would like students to 
complete the lesson digitally, with paper, or in some combination. For instance, I have the 
students complete this lesson through Pear Deck (they can also complete this lesson 
directly in Google Slides, but there would be no “guessing as to the map labeling.”) At the 
end of the class, I pass out the shortened version of the handout (pg 4), and then have them 
label the map for their notes. 

As an alternative, teachers can also just use the direct classroom presentation. In that case, 
students would use the printed handout to write down their notations. Teachers would use 
the classroom presentation to make notes on the board. Students might come up to the 
board to point out details of the cartoon or where they think a territory is located on the 
map. All information would also be written in the printed handout. 

● This is a simple and easy teacher-led presentation with interactive student 
participation built right in. Teachers can present and work through each of the 
slides in order. All time for students to carefully analyze the cartoons and look at 
the details of each. Also give students time to access their awareness of the 
territories they will be discussing during the unit of study. (40 min.)

Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides presentation (can be provided through Google 

Classroom) if needed. This presentation can be assigned as a fully digital lesson, or 
be used in some combination with the printed handout. 

● A copy of the handout for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the digital presentation. This link will 

prompt you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the classroom presentation. This link will 

prompt you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the handouts. There are two versions 

included. The first has space for student notes - pgs. 1-3. The second is a shortened 
version with the text already written (pg. 4). A key is also included. 

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but not limited to the 
following:

● Henretta, James A., et al. America’s History. Bedford/St. Martins, 2014.
● Foner, Eric. Give me Liberty. W.W. Norton and Co., 2020. 
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Name ___________________________
Social Studies

What is “foreign policy?

From the creation of the country to the Civil War, United States foreign policy was focused on 
maintaining neutrality and expanding.

Brainstorm an example where the U.S. 
was focused on maintaining neutrality.

Brainstorm an example where the U.S. 
was focused on expansion. 

By the 1890s, the United States began to expand overseas. This expansion was called 
IMPERIALISM. Imperialism refers to a policy of expanding power or influence over other countries 
by force.  

1. How does this cartoon show a reason for imperialism? Look carefully at the details in this 
cartoon.

1. Circle any important details you see. 
2. Answer the question in the box.


