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A compelling historical narrative is the Biblical and post-Biblical account of God’s choice of a land in which the family of Israel was to dwell 
in the last days. The mostly ignored history of the Christian era tells of Jesus’ disciples traveling to distant lands such as ancient Britain 
spreading the message of the risen Savior. 

It is an established fact that Paul the Apostle traveled to and preached in Britain to Israelites that had settled there. Therefore, he taught 
that the Gospel had already been preached in “all the world” in his day before 70 A.D. 

“…the Gospel; which is come unto you, as it is in all the world;” —Col. 1:5-6 
“…the Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;” —Col. 1:23 
“But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.” —Romans 10:18

In his book, History of the Jews in England, Jewish scholar and convert to Anglicanism, Dr. Moses Margouliouth (1820-1881) wrote; “It may not be out 
of place here to state that “the isles afar off” (Jeremiah 31:10) were supposed by the ancients to be Britannia, Scotia and Hibernia [Ireland].” (p.37)

It is not by coincidence that the official name of ancient Britain is now:  THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND.

UNITED = A union of Israelite tribes under one Head as a “multitude of nations.” —Genesis 48:19
KINGDOM = God’s promise that David’s seed would sit on a throne and rule over a kingdom. —II Sam. 7:13
GREAT = A designation of being “greater” according to the patriarch Jacob’s prophecy. —Genesis 48:19.
BRITAIN = Covenant Land & Man   (Hebrew) brith = covenant   ain = land  ish = man

Thus was Israel’s migration to the west in fulfilling God’s promise to King David. “Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more;” (II Samuel 7:10).
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o more challenging, swift-

ly moving drama has ever 

been indited [written] than 

is to be found in the New 

Testament books and letters which nar-

rate the activities and achievements of 

the first Christians. We may be sure that in 

those few matchless documents the half 

has not been told. Among the many things 

those first Christians did that are not 

mentioned in the New Testament, perhaps 

the most important was the introduction 

of Christianity into Great Britain.

Not only was the ancient British Race 

the first nation to recognize Christianity, 

but all available evidence shows that 

Glastonbury (in Somersetshire) was the 

first Christian Church building in the 

world and that it was built by Joseph 

of Arimathea and his associates.  The 

famous Vatican Librarian, Cardinal 
Baronius, discovered an ancient manu-

script in the Vatican telling of Joseph 

of Arimathea, Lazarus, Martha and Mary 

landing at Marseilles in A.D. 35. This 

is in agreement with the records of 

the early English historian William of 

Malmesbury, who states that Joseph of 

Arimathea (who took care of our Lord’s 

body after the Crucifixion), accompanied 

by eleven missionaries under his charge, 

came to Britain from France, having been 

sent by Philip the Apostle, and that the 

British King gave them Ynys-vitrin or 

Glastonbury and twelve Hides of land 

[hide is an old English measure of land, 

from 80-120 acres].  

N

BRITAIN – THE FIRST 
CHRISTIAN NATION

HISTORICAL FACTS

It should be realized that the stories of 

Joseph of Arimathea’s visits to Britain 

on business prior to the introduction of 

Christianity, though probably true, are 

legendary, whereas his coming to Britain 

as the first Christian missionary about A.D. 

36, is an established fact of history, and it 

is amazing that this is not more generally 

known.

Eusebius, the father of Church History 

says, “The Apostles passed beyond the 

ocean to the isles called the Britannic 

Isles.”

Gildas, a British historian born in A. D. 

516, wrote: “Meanwhile, these islands . . 

. received the beams of light, that is, the 

Holy precepts of Christ, the true Sun . . . at 

the later part, as we know, of the reign of 

Tiberius Caesar.” Note the words, ‘as we 

know’; they suggest that the historical 

fact he mentions was generally known 

and accepted in his day. Tiberius Caesar 

was the Roman Emperor at the time of 

Christ’s death. He reigned from B.C.14 to 

A.D. 37., therefore the Gospel was carried 

to Britain before A.D. 37.

Dorotheus, who was Bishop of Tyre about 

A.D. 303, tells us that Simon Zelotes [of 

Luke 6:15 & Acts 1:13] preached Christ 

along the African coast and then went to 

Britain. 

The eminent scholar, Alford, says, “it is 

perfectly certain that before St. Paul had 

come to Rome, Aristobulus was absent in 

Britain.” 

Haleca, Bishop of Augusta, adds this infor-

mation: “The memory of many martyrs 

is celebrated by the Britons, especially 

that of St. Aristobulus, one of the seventy 

Disciples.”

According to Dorotheus, “Aristobulus, who 

is mentioned by the Apostle in his epistle 

to the Romans (16:10) was made Bishop 

in Britain.

PAUL IN BRITAIN

And what about that chief prince in 

Benjamin’s tribe – the Apostle Paul? 

Theodoretus tells us that “Paul preached 

the Gospel to the Britons and others in 

the West.” 

Capellus, in his History of the Apostles, 

states: “I scarcely know of one author, 

from the times of the Fathers down-

wards, who does not maintain that 

St. Paul, after his liberation, preached 

in every country in Western Europe, 

Britain included.” Bishop Burgess drew 

this conclusion. “Of St. Paul’s journey 

to Britain we have as satisfactory proof 

as any historical question can demand.” 

(Independence of the British Church)  

In II Timothy 4:21, Paul sent greetings 

to Timothy from a British prince and 

princess. “Eubulus greeteth thee, and 

Pudens, and Linus and Claudia, and all 

the brethren.” Linus and Claudia were 

the son and daughter of the British King 

Caradoc or Caratacus. Claudia was the 

wife of the Roman nobleman Pudens, 

who is said by some historians to have 

been Paul’s half brother. 

12

GLASTONBURY

Sir Henry Spelman says: “It is certain that 

Britain received the faith in the first age 

from the first sowers of the Word. Of all the 

churches whose origin I have investigated 

in Britain, the church of Glastonbury is the 

most ancient.” 

Archbishop Ussher declares: “The British 

National Church was founded A.D. 36, a 

hundred and sixty years before heathen 

Rome confessed Christianity. The Mother 

Church of the British Isles is the church 

in Insula Avallonia, called by the Saxons, 

Glaston.” 

In A.D. 1517 Theodore Martin (Lovar) wrote: 

“It is not too much to say that the site of 

St. Mary’s Church in the abbey grounds at 

Glastonbury is the site of the first known 

above-ground church in the world.” 

During the reign of King Lucius, A.D. 179, 

Britain formally acknowledged Jesus Christ 

as the Messiah, thereby becoming the first 

Christian nation in the world. Origen, born 

A.D. 185 at Alexandria and considered the 

most distinguished and influential theolo-

gian in the early church, wrote,  “The land of 

Britain has received the religion of Christ.” 

Sabellius, a third century Christian presby-

ter and theologian, stated: “Christianity was 

privately confessed elsewhere, but the first 

nation that proclaimed it as their religion, 

and called itself Christian after the name of 

Christ, was Britain.” 

The following extract from Chrysostom, 
Patriarch of Constantinople A.D. 347-407 

and the most famous of the Greek Fathers, 

shows the rapid spread and influence of 

the gospel among the Britons during the 

first three centuries of the Christian era: 

“The British Isles which are beyond the 

sea (Mediterranean) and which lie in the 

ocean have received the virtue of the Word 

. . . Though thou shouldest go to the ocean, 

By Christina R. Dickey

to the British Isles, there thou shouldest 

hear all men everywhere discoursing mat-

ters out of the Scriptures, with another 

voice indeed, but not another faith; with a 

different tongue, but the same judgment.” 

(Chrysostomi Orat) The Irish branch of the 

Celtic Church did so much missionary work 

before the days of Augustine that Ireland 

became known as the “Isle of Saints.”

At the Councils of Pisa, Constance, Basle 
and Sena in the fifteenth century the 

date of the founding of the British Church 

was questioned on political grounds by 

the ambassador of France and Spain. The 

final decision of all, confirmed a third 

time by the Council of Sena, was that 

precedence must be given to the English 

Church as having been founded by Joseph 

of Arimathea “immediately after the pas-

sion of Christ.”

John Scott of Glasgow sums up the mat-

ter: “Christianity came direct to these 

islands from the East shortly after the 

death of Christ in the first century A.D. 

The vigour of its early converts may be 

gauged by the fact that missionaries from 

the British Church founded the churches 

of Gaul (France) Lotharingia (Lorraine) 

and Helvetia (Switzerland). It was five and 

a half centuries later that the first papal 

emissary in the person of Augustine set 

foot on these shores.”

These historical facts are of tremen-

dous importance. In them we find our 

own background -- the roots of genuine 

American character -- and the destiny 

of Anglo-Saxon, Christian Israel. Let us 

summarize our findings for the purpose 

of orienting our history and our place in 

the prophetic Scriptures. When we find 

modern nations whose history paral-

lels every Bible prophecy concerning 

Israel, we may then be certain that we 

have discovered that great branch of 

Abraham’s family with whom God sealed 

His everlasting covenant.
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ecause God is the maker and 

creator and sustainer of all 

things, He has a right to do 

as He wills with all His works. 

“Shall the thing formed say to him that 

formed it, Why has thou made me thus?  

Hath not the potter power over the clay 

of the same lump to make one vessel 

unto honor, and another unto dishonor?” 

God’s absolute supremacy and unlim-

ited sovereignty naturally flow from His 

omnipotence, and from the fact that He 

is the source and support of all things. 

Moreover, if it were not so, the superla-

tive excellence of the divine character 

would entitle Him to absolute dominion. 

He should be chief who is best. He who 

cannot err, being perfect in wisdom; He 

who will not err, being as perfect in holi-

ness; He who can do no wrong, being 

supremely just; He who must act in 

accordance with the principles of kind-

ness, seeing He is essentially love, is the 

most fitting person to rule.

However, whether we all agree to the 

doctrine that God is sovereign or not, is a 

very little matter to Him; for He is so de 

jure by right, He should be so; de facto, as 

matter of fact, He is so. It is a fact, con-

cerning which you have only to open your 

eyes and see that God acts as a sovereign 

in the dispensation of His grace.

ENGLAND-CUSTODIAN OF DIVINE TRUTH

Look, again at the nations of the earth. 

Why is the gospel preached today to 

us, Englishmen? We have committed as 

many offences – I will even venture to 

say we have perpetrated as many politi-

cal crimes – as other nations. Our eye is 

always prejudiced towards everything 

which is English; but if we read our his-

tory fairly, we can discover in the past, 

and detect in the present, grave and seri-

ous faults which disgrace our national 

banner. To pass by as minor offences the 

late barbarities in Japan, and our frequent 

B

by Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892)

“I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 

shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.” —Exodus 33:19

wars of extermination in New Zealand, and at the Cape, let it 

crimson the cheek of every inhabitant of the British Isles when 

we do but hint at the opium traffic with China. Yet to us the 

gospel is graciously sent, so that few nations enjoy it so fully 

as we do. It is true that Prussia and Holland hear the Word 

and that Sweden and Denmark are comforted by the truth; 

but their candle burns but dimly: it is a poor flickering lamp 

which cheers their darkness, while in our own dear land, partly 

from the fact of our religious liberty, and yet more graciously 

through the late revival, the sun of the gospel shines brightly, 

and men rejoice in the light of day. Why this? Why no grace for 

the Japanese? Why no gospel preached to the inhabitants of 

Central Africa? Why was not the truth of God displayed in the 

Cathedral of Santiago, instead of the mummeries and follies 

which disgraced both dupes and deceivers, and were the inci-

dental cause of the horrible burnings of the modern Tophet? 

Why today is not Rome, instead of being the seat of the beast, 

become the throne of Jesus Christ? I cannot tell you. But assur-

edly, divine sovereignty, passing by many races of men, has 

been pleased to pitch upon the Anglo-Saxon family that may 

be as the Israelites were aforetime, the custodians of divine 

truth, and the favorites of mighty grace.

NOTHING BUT SOVEREIGNTY

Read the “Life of John Newton.” Had he not ripened into the 

grossest of all villains? Turn to the history of John Bunyan, by 

his own confession the lowest of all backguards, and tell me, 

can you find in either of these offenders any sort of reason why 

the Lord should have chosen them to be among the most distin-

guished heralds of the cross? No man in his senses will venture 

to assert that there was anything in Newton or Bunyan why they 

should engross the regard of the Most High. It was sovereignty 
and nothing but sovereignty.

OF RACE, 
OF GRACE

ELECTION
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he truth of divine election has been most 

conspicuously exemplified in the history of 

Christendom. If it be true that during the last 

two thousand years of the Old Testament dis-

pensation the spiritual blessings of God were largely confined 

to a single people, it is equally true that for the last five 

hundred years one section of the human race has been more 

signally favored by heaven than all the other sections put 

together. God’s dealings with the Anglo-Saxons have been 
as singular and sovereign as His dealings with the Hebrews 
of old. Here is a fact which cannot be gainsaid, staring us all 

in the face, exposing the madness of those who deny this 

doctrine: for centuries past the vast majority of God’s saints 
have been gathered out of the Anglo-Saxons! Thus, the very 

testimony of modern history unmistakably rebukes the folly 

of those who repudiate the teachings of God’s Word on this 

subject, rendering their unbelief without excuse.

Tell us, ye who murmur against the divine sovereignty, why is it 
that the Anglo-Saxon race has been singled out for the enjoy-
ment of far the greater part of God’s spiritual blessings? Were 

there no other races equally needy? The Chinese practiced a 

nobler system of morality and were far more numerous: why, 

then, were they left for so long in gospel darkness? Why was 

the whole African continent left for many centuries before the 

Sun of Righteousness shone there again with healing in His 

wings? Why is America today a thousand times more favored 

than India, which has thrice the population? To all of these 

questions we are compelled to fall back upon the answer of 

our blessed Lord: “Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in 

thy sight.” And just as with Israel of old there was an election 

within an election, so in Germany, in Great Britain, and in the 

U.S.A., certain particular places have been favored with one 

faithful minister after another, while other places have been 

cursed with false prophets. “I caused it to rain upon one city, 

and caused it not to rain upon another city” (Amos 4:7)—true 

now in a spiritual way.

Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) born in Nottingham, England, 

founder/editor Studies in the Scriptures magazine. Pastor, 

Evangelist and internationally known Bible scholar. 

THE DOCTRINE 
OF ELECTION

T“I caused 
it to rain 

upon one 
city, and 

caused 
it not to 

rain upon 
another 

city”
Amos 4:7

BY ARTHUR W. PINK
THE LORD GOD IS SOVEREIGN - He is above and superior to all others, greatest, supreme in power, rank and authority, independent of all others.
“For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;
 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated … Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” —Romans 9:11-13, 21
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HOW BRITAIN      
BECAME 
GREAT
By Douglas S. Winnail

any assume history is a boring subject about 

long-forgotten names, dates, battles and places. 

Yet, the facts of history, when viewed through 

the lens of Bible prophecy, reveal how the hand 

of God has guided the course of history accord-

ing to a predetermined plan. The Bible clearly states that God 

“makes nations great, and destroys them” (Job 12:23), and “He 

removes kings and raises up kings” (Daniel 2:21). This is vividly 

illustrated in the remarkable rise of England through a series of 

events that not only changed the course of history and shaped 

the modern world, but also fulfilled numerous ancient Bible 

prophecies.

SPECIFIC ANCIENT PROPHECIES

The Old Testament contains a series of specific prophecies about 

the future descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whose 

twelve sons became the progenitors of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Following periods of captivity in Assyria and Babylon, these 

tribes migrated to northwest Europe and the British Isles, where 

the “latter day” fulfillment of these prophecies would occur. 

Abraham’s descendants were prophesied to become great and be 

a blessing to all the peoples of the earth (Genesis 12:1–3). They 

would multiply as “the dust of the earth” and the stars in the 

sky (Genesis 13:16; 15:5) and “possess the gate of their enemies” 

(Genesis 22:17; 24:60). The two grandsons of Jacob, Manasseh 

and Ephraim, were to become, respectively, a “great” nation and a 

great “multitude of nations” (see Genesis 48:19–22). In the “latter 

days” the descendants of these two boys—the sons of Joseph—

would spread around the world as a colonizing people and settle 

in the choice places of the earth, yet would be separated from 

other Israelites in northwest Europe (Genesis 49:1, 22–26). The 

history of England’s remarkable rise to a world power reveals 

how these ancient prophecies have been fulfilled.

M
THE MARCH OF HISTORY

Historians acknowledge that nations of the West have domi-

nated the world for the last 500 years. England’s rise to power 

began about 1500, when Henry VIII split from the Catholic 

Church in Rome, aligning England’s course with the Protestant 

Reformation and the new ideas it represented. The defeat of 

the Spanish Armada in 1588 ended Philip II’s attempt to invade 

England and bring the Protestant nation back into the Roman 

Catholic fold, while the English navy gained prestige. This criti-

cal naval battle was a turning point in history, where 80 English 

ships saw the “invincible” 130-ship Armada lose more than one-

third of its vessels—due in part to terrible weather.

ADMIRAL

THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR

HORATIO

NELSON

In 1759, the British fleet, again with the 

aid of the weather, destroyed a French 

fleet at Quiberon Bay off the coast of 

France—disrupting an invasion of England 

planned by France’s King Louis XV. 1759 

has been termed the “Year of Miracles” 

because of English victories during the 

Seven Years’ War, when England gained 

nearly all of French Canada and other ter-

ritories as well. In 1805, another invasion 

of England was thwarted when British 

Admiral Nelson demolished a combined 

French and Spanish fleet at Trafalgar off 

the coast of Spain—destroying 22 of 33 

enemy ships, while the British lost none. 

The defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 

1815 by the British Duke of Wellington and 

his European allies enabled England to 

finally emerge as a world power.

In the light of these remarkable victories, 

it is worth remembering the prophecy 

that Moses recorded about the Israelites: 

“Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a 

hundred of you shall put ten thousand to 

flight; your enemies shall fall by the sword 

before you” (Leviticus 26:7–8). Years later, 

as Winston Churchill looked back over 

these and other events that surrounded 

the rise of England, he observed, “I have a 

feeling that we have a Guardian because 

we have a great Cause, and we shall have 

that Guardian so long as we serve that 

Cause faithfully” (We Have a Guardian: Some 

Instances of Divine Intervention in British 

History, William Brooke Grant, p. 3).

A GLOBAL EMPIRE

During the period that England was estab-

lishing global naval supremacy, interna-

tional trade was also developing along the 

oceanic highways in the Atlantic, while on 

the other side of the world the Russians, 

Chinese and Arabs were closing the “Silk 

Road” to traffic from the West. The nations 

along the northwest coast of Europe were 

ideally suited by geography to benefit from 

this turning point in history, but England, 

located on an island—separate from her 

Israelite cousins in Europe—was “best 

placed of all” to take advantage of the bur-

geoning Atlantic economy (Ian Morris, Why 

the West Rules—For Now, p. 500).

The early 1800s brought the Industrial 

Revolution. This major shift in society 

began in England for a number of reasons: 

a national spirit of inventiveness and 

innovation that led to the development of 

steam power; the local access to deposits 

of coal; and the use of forged iron to make 

machines for factories that produced cloth 

and weapons—all of which enabled the 

English to prosper economically and proj-

ect their military power around the world. 

As a result, in England, wages rose, life 

spans increased and the growing popula-

tion began to migrate to other parts of 

England’s expanding global empire.

At its zenith, the British Empire occupied 

and governed about one-quarter of the 

globe, controlled the major sea gates of 

the world, and spread the English language 

around the world, where it is now the offi-

cial language of more than 80 countries and 

territories. During the “Anglobilization” of 

the world, British missionaries and colonial 

administrators brought Bibles and biblical 

values of honesty, efficiency, hard work and 

education—in addition to medicine, sanita-

tion, parliamentary government, railroads, 

and even cricket and soccer—that trans-

formed the lives and cultures of entire con-

tinents. As British historian Niall Ferguson 

has written, “[T]he world we know today is 

in large measure the product of Britain’s 

age of Empire” (Empire: How Britain Made 

the Modern World, p. xxv).

Many have sought to explain the shocking 

success of the British Empire, in which a 

small island came to dominate the world. 

Some speculate it was due to reasons 

such as geography, climate or resources, 

while others suggest it was simply luck—a 

fortuitous accident. Historian Ian Morris 

asserts this unique event was “neither pre-

determined thousands of years ago nor the 

result of a recent accident” (Morris, p. 25). 

Morris suggests the rise of the West, and 

England, in particular, was the result of 

laws of biology, sociology and geography. 

However, these speculative ideas overlook 

the fact that God recorded specific prophe-

cies in the Bible about what would happen 

to the descendants of Abraham in the lat-

ter days. The historical facts about the rise 

of England confirm the validity of ancient 

prophecies, which reveal that God had a 

plan for the sons of Jacob. England’s global 

empire changed the course of history—and 

clearly demonstrates that “the Most High 

God rules in the kingdom of men, and 

appoints over it whomever He chooses” 

(Daniel 5:21).

From: Tomorrow’s World, September-

October 2017
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JACOB
PAUL’S MINISTRY TO THE TRIBES OF

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” — Matthew 24:14

dam Clarke (1762-1832), the imminent Methodist 

Bible scholar and commentator of Great Britain, 

made the following comments under his entry 

on Matthew 24:14. “And this gospel of the kingdom 

shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 

and then shall the end come.” 

Clarke said, “We are under no necessity to restrain the phrase 

to the Roman empire, as previously to the destruction of 

Jerusalem, the Gospel was not only preached in the lesser 

Asia, and Greece, and Italy, the greatest theatres of action 

then in the world; but was likewise propagated as far north 

as SCYTHIA; as far south as ETHIOPIA; as far east as PARTHIA 

and India; and as far west as Spain and Britain. On this point 

Bishop [Thomas] Newton goes on to say, That there is some 

probability that the Gospel was preached in the British 

nations by St. Simon the apostle; that there is much greater 

probability that it was preached here by St. Paul; and that 

there is an absolute certainty that it was planted here in the 

times of the apostles, before the destruction of Jerusalem.” 

Taken from “The New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ” by Adam Clarke, LL.D, F.S.A., Vol. 1 Matthew chap. XXIV, 

verse 14, page 229.

Every honest minded Bible believer must consider if the above 

facts hold any significance as to the plan and purpose of God. 

Since Christianity is the vehicle whereby God has chosen for 

the advancement of the Gospel, is there any viable reason that 

Western Civilization was the first to accept the Gospel into 

its personal and national life?  We are compelled to believe 

from Scriptural injunction that God controls both spiritual and 

secular history. 

A

WESTERN CHRISTENDOM

Therefore, it is logical to accept the fact 

that God chose the nations of the West 

wherein to establish Christendom. The 

word Christendom itself denotes the 

“dominion of Christ;” dom = a shortened 

form of dominion and Christ. Concerning 

the gifts and callings of God for His 

people Israel, Isaiah makes it clear that 

it would be with a people located in 

the isles. “Listen, O isles, unto me; and 

hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD 

hath called me from the womb; from the 

bowels of my mother hath he made men-

tion of my name. . . And said unto me, Thou 

art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be 

glorified.” Isa. 49:1-3

Through His servant Ananias, the Lord 

declared to whom the Apostle Paul 

would minister. “But the Lord said 

unto him, Go thy way: for he is a cho-

sen vessel unto me, to bear my name 

before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 

children of Israel.” Acts 9:15

About fourteen years after the res-

urrection of Jesus, Paul was minis-

tering to Jews which rejected him 

and his message. “But when the Jews 

saw the multitudes, they were filled 

with envy, and spake against those 

things which were spoken by Paul, 

contradicting and blaspheming.”  

Acts 13:45

In fulfillment of Isaiah 49:6 “to 

raise up the tribes of Jacob , and to 

restore the preserved of Israel ,” Paul 

would then take the Gospel to “the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel” 

(Matt. 15:24) which were “scattered 

abroad.” (James 1:1) “Then Paul and 

Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It 

was necessary that the word of God 

should first have been spoken to 

you: but seeing ye put it from you, 

and judge yourselves unworthy of 

everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 

Gentiles. For so hath the Lord com-

manded us, saying, I have set thee to 

be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 

shouldest be for salvation unto the 

ends of the earth.” Acts 13:46-47

With the coming of John Wycliffe 

and William Tyndale of England, 

the Protestant Reformation, the 

printing press and the expan-

sion of Britain’s maritime power, 

Christianity extended rapidly “unto 

the uttermost parts of the earth.”

The “Gentiles” to whom Paul preached 

were the people of Israel in their dispersion 

throughout the Mediterranean world and 

the Isle of ancient Britain.

ADAM CLARKE JOHN WYCLIFFE WILLIAM TYNDALE
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atthew Henry (1662-1714) 

was a Welsh non-conformist 

Presbyterian pastor, a well-

known Bible expositor and 

author of the Matthew Henry Commentary 
on the Whole Bible.

In his comments on Matthew 24:14, he 

made the following statement concerning 

the words of Jesus; “and this Gospel of the 

Kingdom shall be preached in all the world,” 

“It spread far and wide, and that quickly and 

irresistibly, like the lightening, which comes, 

suppose, out of the east. (Christ is said to 

ascend from the east), and lighteneth to the 

west. Gospel light rose with the sun, and 

went with the same, so that the beams of 

it reached to the ends of the earth. Though 

it was fought against, it could never be 

cooped up in a desert, or in a secret place, 

as the seducers were; but by this, accord-

ing to Gamaliel’s rule, proved itself to be of 

God, that it could not be overthrown, Acts 

5:38-39. How soon did the Gospel lightening 

reach this island of Great Britain! Tertullian, 

who wrote in the second century, takes 

notice of it, The fastnesses of Britain, though 

inaccessible to the Romans, were occupied by 

Jesus Christ.  This was the Lord’s doing.”

EARLY 
BRITAIN
by Matthew Henry

M

THE GOSPEL IN

any serious students will agree that, “It is to 

the researches of Sharon Turner and M. Paul du 

Chaillu that we are particularly indebted for 

discovering reliable information concerning the 

Scythian cradle of the Anglo-Saxon Race.” The Frenchman 

Chaillu, in The Viking Age, states: “A careful perusal of the 

Eddas and Sagas (preserved by the Scandinavian nations) will 

enable us with the help of the ancient Greek and Latin writers, 

and without any serious break in the chain of events, to make 

out a fairly continuous history, which throws considerable 

light on the progenitors of the English-speaking people, their 

migration northward from their old home on the shores of the 

Black Sea.” Sharon Turner draws this conclusion: “The Anglo-

Saxons, Lowland Scotch, Normans … have all sprung from 

that great fountain of the human race, which we have distin-

guished by the terms of Scythia and Gothic. … The migrating 

Scythians crossed the Araxes [Caucasian Mountains], passed 

out of Asia and suddenly appeared in Europe.”

Rutherford quotes this passage from Sharon Turner and then 

adds the following very interesting comment: “Yet, Sharon 

Turner did not know that in tracing the Anglo-Saxons back to 

the region of the Araxes, he had discovered the wanderings 

of ‘lost’ Israel. How remarkable that he should make such a 

great discovery without being conscious of it. How remark-

able it did not strike him that the Araxes to which he traced 

the origin of the Anglo-Saxons was the very place to which 

the ten tribes of Israel were exiled, and furthermore, that the 

date which he assigned to the migration of the Anglo-Israel 

ancestors from the Araxes into Europe was the precise time 

that Esdras says the Israelites departed from the Araxes into 

Europe. However, the fact that he was entirely unaware of our 

Israelitish origin makes his evidence all the more conclusive.” 

(Anglo-Saxon Israel, p.21)

In these historic movements do we not see the sons of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-Israel coming together in the Isles 

of the West as visioned by the prophets? When Jutes, Saxons, 

Angles, Danes and Normans landed on the shores of Britain 

they were not among savages, but among their own kindred in 

a land appointed for them through God’s covenant with David 

some two thousand years before the Norman came and “made 

himself, though by rougher means, more truly at home, among 

unacknowledged kinsmen.” (II Samuel 7:10. Freeman: Article, 

“Normans,” Encyclopedia Britannica 9th Edition.)

From: One Man’s Destiny by C.R. Dickey pp. 247-248

WHERE DID 
THE ISRAELITES GO

AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE FROM ASSYRIA?

M



“We have a dear friend, Bob Trench and his wife, Thelma, who live in Durban, 
South Africa. We have known them for many years from the days of the Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship, and they have been to visit us many times and 
have spoken at various camp meetings over the years. Bob and his sons own the 
largest plumbing supply company in all of South Africa. One son has opened a 
business in Australia and another in England. Bob travels to London quite often 
on business and from time to time has dinner with a very close friend of his, 
which is Queen Elizabeth’s personal secretary. Bob told me that he asked his 
friend when the Queen was going to turn the throne over to Charles. He replied, 
“She does not intend to ever give the scepter to Charles – possibly to William, 
but her desire is to present her crown, throne and scepter to the Lord Jesus Christ 
when He returns, whose rightful throne it is.” This is her desire.”

The above testimony is from the book entitled, 
“THAT’S TRUTH! THAT’S TRUTH! THAT’S TRUTH! The So-called Lost Ten Tribes of Israel – 
Thirteen” by Glen Miller  Published by Lake Hamilton Bible Camp October 2004
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