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1.1 Purpose Of This Landscape Strategy Addendum

A hybrid planning application by Weston Homes and Columbia Threadneedle, 
to comprehensively redevelop Anglia Square, Norwich (LPA ref: 18/00330/F), was 
submitted to Norwich City Council on 2nd March 2018. The application comprised a full 
set of technical documents to assess the potential impacts of the proposals, including 
an EIA which covered a number of topics. In respect of the landscape proposals for 
the public domain (streets and squares), and communal amenity areas for residents 
(podium gardens and roof terraces), these were described and explained in the 
Landscape Strategy (PL1581-ID-001-01), and other associated drawings. Please refer to 
the original application documents for further details.

Following submission of the application, and the statutory consultation  exercise, the 
applicant  has worked closely with the Council to review the consultation responses 
received from the local community, statutory consultees and other key stakeholders, 
and to identify an appropriate response where considered necessary. As a result of 
ongoing discussions with Norwich City Council, a number of changes to the originally 
submitted scheme are now proposed, including the reduction in height of the proposed 
landmark building by 5 storeys; amendments to the elevation design of Block A; the 
inclusion of public conveniences in Block A, resultant amendments to the proposed 
dwelling mix between the outline and detailed phases; changes to the landscape 
strategy; additional highways improvements; and greater flexibility for B1 use within the 
proposed commercial floorspace. The application continues to seek consent for up to 
1,250 dwellings. These changes comprise the Amended Scheme submitted in August 
2018.

This Landscape Strategy Addendum sets out where necessary a response to the 
landscape related comments received on the originally submitted application 
proposals, and describes how the design has developed and adapted as a result of 
these and considers the implications of the changes to the scheme now proposed. 
It should be noted that where relevant, this document also refers to any updates to 
national planning policy as set out within the recently published revised National 
Planning Policy Framework (July 2018).

The changes in the Amended Scheme relating to comments on the landscape 
proposals are summarised in the table opposite.

COMMENT RECEIVED FROM LANDSCAPE OFFICER RESPONSE FROM DESIGN TEAM

The sense of arrival needs to be strengthened Sense of arrival developed and explained further. See Pitt Street (pg 11) and Edward 
Street (pg 12)

Opportunities to create  informal play within the public realm Public Play Trail introduced (see pg 13)

Waymark entrances Public Play Trail introduced (see pg 13)

Incorporate new public works of art Public Play Trail  with sculptural elements introduced (see pg 13) and sculptural Anglia 
Square Canopy (pg 18)

Detailed plans needed for the communal gardens Detailed plans of Block A included as part of original submission. See drawing PL1581-
GA-003-Block A Roof Garden GA. The other communal gardens are within blocks in the 
outline element of the application, and they will be designed in detail as part of future 
Reserved Matters Applications.

The proposed canopy is of insufficient size to compliment events in Anglia Square. Further detail added, see Anglia Square Canopy (pg 18)

The water feature in Anglia Square would conflict with the cycle route. Consider relocating it 
to the proposed St. George's Square.

Water feature moved to St Georges Square (see pg 10)

Flexibility of uses in the squares should be assisted by the design. Further detail on St Georges Square (pg 10) and Anglia Square (pg 9)

Incorporate play trail into the public domain Public Play Trail introduced along both streets and within both squares (see pg 13)

Pedestrian orientation needs enhancement Way finding elements such as play items and canopy further detailed.

Managing cycle speeds in the shared space St Georges Square realigned for improved cycle movement. Subtle demarcation added 
to Anglia Square (pg 9)

Proposed perimeter safety controls need consideration Included as per original Landscape Strategy (PL1581-ID-001-01) section 6.4 Public 
Realm Secure Line Strategy.

Policy DM 8  : Informal recreational space; Appropriate furniture; Increased soft landscaping;  
Play strategy

Public Play Trail introduced (see pg 13) and further soft landscape introduced.

Policy DM3 : On-site biodiversity;  Opportunities to define and enhance the development with 
soft landscaping

Biodiversity Strategy developed (see pg 23), including incorporation of green wall 
feature on Block A Edward Street elevation, and Block E/F elevation to Pitt Street.

PGN Paragraph 7.54 : Defined landscaped active frontages in the public realm;  Extended use 
of the public realm / activity within St Georges Square

Activity within St Georges Square further developed (see pg 10)

PGN Paragraph 7.55 : Play strategy and linkage to the existing play areas; Relocation of the 
water feature

Public Play Trail introduced (pg 13) and St Georges Square developed (pg 10). Agreed 
with Norwich City Council that this can be in place of enhancing off-site play area.

PGN Paragraph 7.59  : More defined use and function of the public spaces Further detail provided on St Georges Square (pg 10) and Anglia Square (pg 9) 

PGN Paragraph 7.60 : Centralise the water feature, surrounding it with trees and seating to 
create a defined space

Water feature relocated to St Georges Square, with seating and trees close by (pg 10)

PGN Paragraph 7.70 : Increase the areas of soft landscaping on the street level Further soft landscape introduced to St Georges Square (pg 10) and Anglia Square (pg 9)
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2.1 Masterplan

KEY 
   Anglia Square redesign

   St Georges Square redesign

   Play Trail incorporated

   Enhanced design for Edward St 

   Enhanced design for Pitt St

   Canopy design developed

KEY CHANGES 

In reply to the consultation responses, there has been a comprehensive review of the 
hard and soft landscaping within the public domain.

Key changes for the Landscape Masterplan include the redesign of St George's Square 
and St. George's Street, with amended layouts for Pitt Street and Edward Street. A 
public Play Trail has been devised to add activity throughout the scheme, and further 
information is provided on the canopy within Anglia Square, as well as on a developed 
biodiversity strategy across the site. 

Anglia Square has been subtly redesigned, with the removal of the water feature to 
allow flexible use of the centre of the space and to assist the cycle route crossing the 
space. In addition there is now further detail to the proposed canopy. This has resulted 
in the adjacent planting areas being realigned to suit an expanded canopy. Also a direct 
route for cycle movement has been allocated to ensure clear movement for all. 

St George's square will use the same hardworks materials palette with an increase 
in soft landscaping. Planters are set within the varied seating elements to soften the 
appearance of the square and encourage green routes through the site. The water 
feature has been relocated from Anglia Square and into St. George's Square to provide 
focus.

Edward Street has an enhanced road layout with additional parking bays for servicing, 
loading, deliveries, taxi drop off and the Car Club. In addition a wide raised section 
and altered junction with New Botolph Street at the western end will assist segregated 
pedestrian and cyclist crossing, linking Anglia Square to the surrounding streets to the 
north. Furthermore, the addition of a raised table will slow through traffic in the vicinity 
of the entrance and exit to the multi-storey car park.

Pitt Street has a clear shared pedestrian and cycle path introduced into it, providing 
cyclists with an alternate route to navigate around the development if desired. As a 
result, the swale previously reserved for this area has been removed. Through further 
interrogation, it was established that the swale offered limited bio-diversity contribution 
and as such, it was decided that the widening of the pavement to incorporate a shared 
pedestrian/cycle route and retention of the wildflower edge and tree planting would be 
of greater benefit. 

Post submission, the design has been carefully developed to propose a more coherent 
and holistic solution in response to comments received. 
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2.2 Roof Masterplan

KEY
Podium Roof/Communal Amenity Gardens

Biodiverse Roofs

Link between podium garden of Block E and F

1

1
1

1
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KEY CHANGES 

The northern part of Block D has been reduced from 5 to 4 storeys, partly to reduce the 
impact of the building on existing flats to the north, and also to address comments 
that this was the only building within Anglia Square which would not have access 
to Communal Amenity Gardens. This later point is now met by the inclusion of such 
gardens on the lowered (fourth floor) roof area.

The podium communal amenity gardens within Blocks E and F have now been linked 
by omission of a flat at podium level. This will enable residents to mix with more of their 
neighbours, and to select either a sunny or shady spot according to time and date.

Block D

Block E

Block F
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2.3 St George's Square

1

1

1
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Bar/Cafe/Restaurant Spill Out Zone

Formal grid of box-headed 
hornbeam

Water Feature

1

2

Feature Lighting Columns

Seating Blocks with Planters

Feature Tree
3

4 Marker Building Entrance Paving

Cinema Entrance

Residential Entrance Paving

5

6

7

8

9

9

8

The design of St George's Square has been enhanced to better create a civic heart to 
the development and to provide a focal point for the bars and cafes.  There is now a 
clear north to south cycle route directly through the square, with the tree bosques and 
seating moved to the eastern side of the square. This allows for clear movement to one 
side and recreational activities to the other. 

The banding to the edges of the square help to facilitate spill out from the bars, cafes 
and restaurant, which help to activate the square and give a pleasant atmosphere. 
Distinctive paving will highlight the cinema entrance and the residential entrances, 
including the marker building lobby. 

The water feature has been relocated to St. Georges Square, away from Anglia Square 
to further enhance the civic nature of the space and to provide a focal point to entice 
passers-by to dwell in the space. As a result, the space is now more balanced and has a 
pleasant rhythm to it. 

There has also been some scope to increase the level of planting within St. George's 
Square to further improve the proposed greening of the wider Anglia Square 
masterplan. Planters incorporated into the seating will create a soft and calm 
environment within the urban setting and give some seasonal interest to the square 
with the appropriate planting palette. 

Lighting within the square will ensure that it is an inviting and safe environment at 
night, within the overall parameter that must be designed to avoid harm or disturbance 
to bats.
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2.4 Anglia Square

Accent Trees 

New Extendable Canopy

1

2

Seating with Planters

Feature Paving, including 
cycle route demarcation

3 5
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3

Key views to Cathedral and St 
Augustines Church

The design changes to Anglia Square are subtle, and are mainly as a result of design 
development to form a larger canopy and a through cycle route. Changes include 
relocated planting and trees to compliment the increased canopy design. 

A subtle demarcation for a cycle route has been devised to the side of the square, 
created through a change in paving and marker points, so that cyclists will not conflict 
with activities in the square.

The water feature will be relocated from Anglia Square into St. George's Square, as it has 
been agreed with the City Council that this a more suitable location. As a result the main 
focus of Anglia Square becomes the proposed canopy.

There is potential for the canopy to have an extendible element to further increase its 
cover within the centre of the space, allowing for a flexible programme of events to be 
arranged under cover. Design intent for the canopy can be found in Chapter 4 of this 
document.
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SCENARIO 1: MARKET DAY SCENARIO 2: OUTDOOR CINEMA

The canopy extension would help to shelter the square when needed for events and without encroaching on 
the space permanently.  This scenario shows how the square could look if there was a market complimentary 
to the retail units within the proposed development. 

There is potential to use the extended canopy to create a cinema screen that could work in conjunction with the 
cinema complex within the proposed development. Concessions stands and food stalls around the remainder of the 
square helps to activate the space from all sides. 
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The layout of Pitt Street has been revised in accordance with comments from the City 
Council and local Stakeholders. The width of the pavement has been increased to 3m 
where possible in order to form a shared cycle/pedestrian pathway, whilst retaining the 
important taxi drop-off and servicing bays. As a result, the soft landscaping has been 
reduced and the swale has been replaced with a wildflower verge. A number of trees 
remain along the street, with several now sited within the hard paving. 

A soft landscape buffer treatment has been added against the building façade to 
allow residents an area to dwell when they exit the building lobbies, and to keep them 
distanced from the cycleway.  Together, the landscape buffer, green walls, meadow 
verge and tree planting help to keep the previous aspirational green character of Pitt 
Street.

Additional cycle parking has been integrated at the corner of Pitt Street and St Crispins 
Road linking to the cycle path and improving cycle parking for anticipated future cycle 
deliveries to residents.

2.5 Pitt Street 

1

2

Footpath / Cycleway (~3m wide)

Street Trees in Hardscape

Soft Buffer to Building / Green  Wall

Cycle Parking

Trees in Planted Buffer
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Car Club Parking Bays

Loading Bay

Visitor/Delivery Cycle Parking

Green Wall

2.6  Edward Street

In response to comments from the County and City Transport Team, Edward Street has 
had a number of practical improvements to help the proposed development function, 
without conflicting with through traffic as previously could have occurred. In addition 
the changes mean that it will become a positive connection for cyclists and pedestrians 
between the northern part of Edward Street and the new St George's Street route, which 
forms the yellow pedalway.

The street will now serve the development as an active frontage, known as the location 
for taxi drop-offs, residential deliveries/servicing, car clubs parking, visitor/delivery 
cycle parking, ensuring that Edward Street is a 'front' of Anglia Square and not just an 
entrance to a public car park.

High quality paving, ground floor green walls and street tree planting will help to soften 
and improve the route. The highway will also be subject to traffic calming measures as 
illustrated within the transport assessment.  

Segregated Cycle and Pedestrian raised Crossing Point

Pavement within Colonnade

Tree Planting behind Taxi Bay

Traffic Calming Measures

1 5

5
1

2 6

6
222

3

3

4

3 7

7
7

4 8

88
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3
P U B L I C  P L AY  T RA I L
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3.1 Public Play Strategy

*

KEY

Central sculptural pieces to define each square, could be integrated with water feature.

Paving detail to highlight viewing point to Norwich Cathedral and St Augustines Church.

Bespoke detailing to seating to reveal history of the area and its inhabitants.

Paving details to reveal history and improve way-finding.

Route to Gildencroft Park play area

Route to Leonard Street play area

PLAY TRAIL EXAMPLES

SCULPTURAL PIECES

PAVING DETAILS

INTEGRATED ART IN BESPOKE FURNITURE

*
**

*

*
CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT  -  IN RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FROM THE CITY 
COUNCIL

A Play Trail is now proposed within the Anglia Square scheme, to ensure that a variety 
of users engage with the development. This will consist of non-prescriptive play items 
along two linear routes, beginning on the surface, rising up to furniture items, and 
culminating in sculptural play features.

The concept behind the development of the play trail will build upon the orchard 
notion that has been curated on site. This is in homage to the Cherry Grove and the 
likely nature of an orchard being within the site historically. 

Norfolk has strong a connection to fruit agriculture, and is home to the first ever 
classified variety of apple in England, in 13th century. Nearly 50 of these varieties 
originate in Norfolk, offering an astonishing range of flavours and uses.

The play trail will be an exciting and entertaining tribute to this history, intended to be 
used by the existing community as well as new residents, thereby enhancing social 
interaction. 

There are traditional play areas located close to Anglia Square which will be accessible 
to new residents via the improved road crossings that will link the development to its 
surroundings.

“EITHER A CITY IN AN ORCHARD, OR AN ORCHARD IN A 
CITY, SO EQUAL ARE HOUSES AND TREES BLENDED IN IT” 
THOMAS FULLER, 1662, HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR WRITING ABOUT 
NORWICH

LEONARD STREET 
PLAY AREA

GILDENCROFT PARK 
WITH  PLAY AREA
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PAVING DETAILS

GROUND PLANE

FALLEN APPLES/LEAVES REPRESENTED IN THE GROUND PLANE. EITHER EMBOSSING OR ETCHING.

Pattern  A - Fallen Apples

Option BOption A

Pattern B - Fallen Leaves

3.2 Public Play Trail

The images on this page demonstrate how the ground plane can be activated in a way so it can become playable. Leaves or fruits 
could be depicted on the ground, potentially through embossing. Children will be able to follow this route as it leads them through the 
site, to other features. 

In times of rainfall these items will become further activated as they can act as an ornamental drainage gully, and children could follow 
the temporary streams that are created.
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Public Play Trail

Courtesy Johann König, Berlin and 303 Gallery, New York, © Studio Jeppe Hein Courtesy Johann König, Berlin and 303 Gallery, New York, © Indianapolis Museum of Art 

Courtesy Johann König, Berlin and 303 Gallery, New York, © Indianapolis Museum of Art 

INTEGRATED ART IN BESPOKE FURNITURE

The second intervention will be in the form of a playable bench in the shape of a tree 
trunk. This will appear to move in and out of the ground in an organic form to allow for 
children to climb and hide within the shapes. 

The material of this felled tree will not necessarily be timber, and could be something 
more robust such as metal in the form of a tree.

The development of the journey will be accentuated by an increase in height.

FURNITURE ELEMENTS

SCULPTURAL PIECES*

STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS

The final and third item within the play trail suite will be a sculptural item representing 
a sliced apple. The apple represents the first ever recorded variety of apple in the UK, in 
Norfolk. 

Sculptural in its design, the item will be spaced out in a way to allow for children to duck 
and hide within the slices.
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The play trail will lead users into the centre of the spaces, where there will be larger features in each square in 
the shape of an architectural canopy and a playable water feature. The orientation of the play trails will direct 
users to the Gildencroft and Leonard Park Play Areas to add to the sense of connection to the local area. 

There is potential for the items to be artistic and quite unique in their design. Primarily these items will be 
playable pieces, but they will also have historic references, artistic design and functional uses such as seating. 

On this page the suite of play items forming the Play Trail can be seen, however this is one example of the 
repeating formation that will be used site wide.

Public Play Trail

ST
 G
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R

G
ES

 S
TR

EE
T

TYPICAL EXAMPLE IN CONTEXT

PAVING DETAILS

ART IN BESPOKE FURNITURE

SCULPTURAL PIECES
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ART IN BESPOKE FURNITURE

4
C A N O PY  D E S I G N  I N T E N T
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ANGLIA SQUARE

CAMBRIDGE MOSQUE

MARKS BARFIELD ARCHITECTS

COUVERT RENENS KEW GARDEN WALKWAY

MARKS BARFIELD ARCHITECTS

AGRI CHAPEL

YU MOMOEDA ARCHITECTURE

TREE CANOPY DESIGN EVOLUTION

INITIAL CONCEPT

A popular part of the existing development on site is the glass and steel framed canopy at the centre of Anglia 
Square, more because of its usefulness than its actual design. Comments from the public and City Council 
identified that not only is it important to maintain an enhanced outdoor, sheltered space within the proposed 
development that is integrated into the fabric of the public realm, as had been proposed, but to make this 
larger, without obscuring views from the square that will be created, or over dominating the space, as does the 
existing canopy.

The design intent for the new canopy at Anglia Square is to convey the sense of shelter beneath a tree. The 
site's history as a Cherry orchard has inspired the creation of a structure that reflects this. The position of the 
structure is dictated by sunlight. The updated canopy design is proposed to reflect the modernised square. This 
design will be geometric in form and will be placed in the southern corner of the square, to leave the north-
eastern corner to utilise the sunny aspect, as well as allowing clear views through to the cathedral spire from 
the centre of the space. 

The potential for the canopy to have an extendible element would further increase its cover within the square 
and allow for a flexible programme of events to be arranged under cover.

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

PRECEDENT IMAGES

SKETCH CONCEPT PLAN

Anglia Square Canopy
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Anglia Square Canopy

PLAN 1:100

EXTENDIBLE OPTION TO ALLOW FOR FLEXIBLE ACTIVITIES

PLAN IN CONTEXT

Semi-opaque canopy roof in 
triangular form

Structural supports

Seating areas beneath 
canopy
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Anglia Square Canopy

MODEL PHOTOGRAPHS

SECTION 1:100

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Semi-opaque canopy roof to 
'fold' in triangles

'Tree' like timber 
support legs

Informal seating 
beneath
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Anglia Square Canopy

MODEL PHOTOGRAPHS
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5
B I O D I V E RS I TY  ST RAT E G Y
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5.1 Biodiversity Strategy

1

2

6

3

4

7

8

KEY
Biodiverse Roof

Proposed Tree

Existing, Retained Tree

 Wildflower Verge

Wildflower Meadow

Green Wall

Green Routes

 

Insects

Pollinators

Birds

Shelter

LINKS TO LOCAL GREENSPACES

As set out in the original Landscape Strategy at 7.8, due to the lack 
of biodiversity or ecological benefit currently within the brownfield 
site at Anglia Square, there is an excellent opportunity to develop 
and enhance the biodiversity and help the site to be more resilient to 
climate change. 

There is the opportunity to increase carbon absorption on site by 
planting more trees and vegetation to help limit the predicted effects 
of climate change. 

Site wide, a large number of trees will be planted, comparatively 
speaking in relation to what is currently on site. The street trees 
located within the public realm in hard paving will have a columnar 
canopy and a 2m clear stem. Street trees will play a crucial role in 
softening the appearance of the streets along the edge and within the 
proposed development.

The trees and ornamental shrub planting within the  proposed 
development will form 'Green routes' and act as wildlife corridors link 
to local green spaces surrounding the site. 

The amended scheme landscape design changes have been 
formulated in the context of continuing the objective of biodiversity 
enhancement.  Native trees, shrubs and plants will be detailed 
extensively when planting schedules are prepared for each phase of 
the development.

The ground floor treatment of buildings on Edward Street, New 
Boltolph Street, Pitt street and St Crispins Road will be able to 
incorporate areas of green walls, as indicated on the drawing 
opposite. Details of these green walls will be addressed via planning 
conditions for the respective phases. 

5
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5.2 Ecological Enhancements

Site wide, a large number of trees will be added, 
comparatively speaking in relation to what is currently 
on site. The proposed trees at the ground floor have 
been spread evenly throughout the site. The sum of 
trees on site can help to provide a green 'lung' for the 
area, helping to tackle local issues of local congestion 
and poor air quality. Trees can also provide food and 
shelter for insects, birds and small mammals. 

The podium gardens will also offer opportunities for 
smaller trees in appropriate planters, so as to create 
more substantial green areas on roofs.

The area for biodiverse roofs on site is vast due to the 
mansion block style of building. This works well in 
creating biodiverse habitats  as there may be space to 
merge 2 or 3 similar character habitats to widen the 
appeal to insects and in turn, birds. Having different 
characters on different roofs could create a mosaic of 
habitats.

Allowing the roofs to self colonise can thereby allow 
natural and local biodiversity to occur.

Wildflower species provide food and habitats for 
insects, birds, and mammals, support pollinators 
including bees. Benefits to biodiversity are particularly 
apparent when species of 'local provenance' are used 
and are more likely to be of most benefit to local 
wildlife.

The interaction between greenery and architecture is 
not something new. Plants on buildings can provide 
a food source for invertebrates which, in turn feed 
other organisms such as birds. They can also provide 
breeding and nesting habitats for many species such as 
house sparrow, bats, and robins. 

Combined with other biodiversity features, a green 
wall can also act as a transit route for wildlife between 
habitats at ground level and green roofs, otherwise 
known as green corridors.

Additionally they assist in the absorption of pollutants, 
which can improve air quality.

BIODIVERSE ROOF NEW AND EXISTING TREES WILDFLOWERSGREEN WALL
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5.3 Softworks Strategy

DIPSACUS FULLONUM

BERBERIS THUNBERGII

ILEX CRENATA ASTRANTIA ‘ROMA’

ECHINACEA PURPUREAHYLOTELEPHIUM ‘HERBSTFREUDE’ 

AQUELEGIA VULGARIS

PACHYSANDRA TERMINALIS

PERSICARIA AMPLEXICAULIS ‘FIRETAIL’ AGASTACHE ‘BLUE FORTUNE’

WILDFLOWERS

ORNAMENTAL PALETTE

CENTAUREA SCABIOSA KNAUTIA ARVENSIS

KEY
Wildflower Verge

Ornamental Planting

Lawn turf with Wildflower Meadow Seed Mix

Roof Garden Ornamental Planting



PLANIT-IE  ANGLIA SQUARE: LANDSCAPE STRATEGY - ADDENDUM

PAGE 28

6
CO N C LUS I O N
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6.1 Conclusion

CONCLUSION 

The amended scheme, revised landscape proposals provide a 
considered and better balanced layout, appealing to a wider 
range of users. Both of the major squares have more of the 
focus, with the water feature in St George's Square and the 
increased canopy in Anglia Square. The squares will be suitable 
for activity and movement, but also will function at times of the 
day that are not so busy.

Clear movement has been created for cyclists, and a Play Trail 
developed for younger users of the site. The Play Trail will also 
add connections to the nearby play areas, and create a sense of 
arrival.

Comments from City Council officers and the public/local 
Stakeholders have been acknowledged, considered and 
addressed. This has resulted in a landscape scheme that has 
now been enhanced to respond to local wishes.
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DRAWINGS INCLUDED WITHIN THE APPENDIX:

PL1581-GA-001-Landscape-General-Arrangement

PL1581-GA-002-Roof-Plan-General-Arrangement

PL1581-GA-006-Visitor-Cycle-Parking-Strategy
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