
Ethics Scenarios 
 

1) Photographer:  You are on a street when you see an elderly woman/man stop to 
light a cigarette.  Thinking this could make a great picture; you pull your camera 
from your bag and take a picture. 

 
Elderly Woman:  you are walking down the street and stop to light your 
cigarette.  A young person you don’t know walks towards you, takes your 
picture and starts to walk away.  You get angry and tell them you don’t want 
your picture taken. 
 
Add any characters to this scenario.   
 

2) Photographer:  You are in the hallway during class.  As you walk past a class, you 
see into a classroom where there are several students asleep on their desks and 
a student on their phone behind a book while the teacher is talking.   You have 
been looking for pictures of positive and negative classroom teaching.  You take 
several pictures from just outside the doorway.   

 
Teacher:  You are trying to lecture about the Civil War.  Today’s lesson is not 
going well.  You see some students looking at the door and there is a student 
there taking pictures and running away.  You go to apprehend that student. 
 
Student in class:  you are sitting in class and someone you don’t know starts 
taking pictures—maybe they are of you. Who IS this person and what are they 
doing? 
 

3) Photographer:  You are sitting in the tv room with your older brother and your 
dad/mom/grandparent are all watching tv.   You have been doing a photovoice 
project that is supposed to capture one day in your life.  As part of this, 
everyone in your house has signed a release that says you can photograph 
anything.  Your older brother and your dad/mom/grandparent start to argue.  As 
the argument heats up, you start to take pictures.   
 
Older brother:  you are in a bad mood already and when your 
dad/mom/grandparent keeps asking you about cleaning up the kitchen even 
though you said you’d do it tonight, you are tired of it.  You start to yell at them 
and then your brother/sister starts taking pictures 
 
Dad/Mom/Grandparent:  You expected that the kitchen would be clean when 
you got home from work but it’s still a mess.  And your son/grandson keeps 
watching television as if they can’t hear you.  You’re tired.  And angry.   
 
 
 



4) Photographer:  You and your older sister get along really well.  She has always 
been there for you, especially in tough situations.  You want take pictures of the 
issue of unplanned pregnancy so you ask your sister to stage taking a pregnancy 
test.  
 
Older Sister:  You are glad your sister/brother is finally interested in something 
at school.  You are proud of your sibling for working so hard on this project.    
You are racing off to work though, so you are in a hurry.   Sure, they can take a 
picture of you.  What do they need?   Just hurry so I’m not late for work. 
 
 

5) Photographer:  Your issue is tobacco and youth.   You’ve heard that the corner 
store sells cigarettes to underage youth without asking for ID.  You and a friend 
are hanging out across the street from the store when a person comes out and 
lights up a cigarette.  You aren’t sure how old they are, but your friend thinks he 
recognizes him from a different high school, so he’s probably under 18.  You 
take the picture. 

 
Friend: You’ve recently lost a relative to lung cancer from smoking who had been 
smoking since they were a teenager.  You don’t smoke and you wish your 
friends wouldn’t start.  You think you saw this person before at a high school 
football game so they are probably still in high school.  You encourage your 
friend to take the picture 
 
Smoker:  You don’t notice the people across the street or that they are 
taking your picture.  You are just trying to smoke in peace.   

 
 

6) Photographer:  Your friend has diabetes and takes insulin injections daily.  You 
have been friends for all of high school and you have never seen her give herself 
insulin—she does this in private.  One morning before school, you arrive at her 
house to pick her up and see that she is giving herself a shot in her kitchen.   She 
has already signed a consent form that allows you to take her picture.  You 
figure she won’t mind if she knows it’s to increase awareness of her disease.  
Without her knowing, you take the picture. 
 
Friend:  One morning before school, your friend comes by before you both go 
to school.  You give yourself an injection in the kitchen while your friend waits in 
the other room.  You get a brief feeling that someone is watching you, but you 
brush it off.   
 

  



Ethical Guidelines for Pictures: 
 
Do I have permission to take this picture? 
IF NO, GET CONSENT 
 
 
Am I respecting this person? 
IF NO, HOW CAN I TAKE A PICTURE THAT WILL RESPECT THIS PERSON? 
 
If I put myself in the person’s place, how would I feel? 
 
What am I saying with this picture? 
 
What are the risks in taking this picture? 
 
What are the benefits of taking this picture? 
 
What can I influence with this picture? 
 
 


