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INTRODUCTION 
 
Phillip Ryken in his commentary on this portion points out that you can know a person by 
going through their house.  You can tell if they are rich, attracted to art, conservative, etc.  
God’s house, the temple, tells us about God.  We have been looking at the interior parts of 
the temple, and now it is time to turn our attention to the interior.  The interior aspects of 
the temple will direct our attention to three things about God, He is a God beauty, glory and 
holiness.  Today we want to explore how God is a God of beauty thinking on the purpose of 
beauty, what clogs our ability to see it, and the various projects of beauty God has on the 
go.   
 
Purpose of beauty 
 
V14 announces that Solomon finished the temple and v15 and following give the details of 
the interior. In the first place we see that Solomon covered the whole interior with wood so 
that no stone was seen, v15-16, ‘He lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards 
of cedar. From the floor of the house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered them on the 
inside with wood, and he covered the floor of the house with boards of cypress.16 He built 
twenty cubits of the rear of the house with boards of cedar from the floor to the walls, and 
he built this within as an inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.’  This wood was not left 
bare, but was engraved, v18, ‘The cedar within the house was carved in the form of gourds 
and open flowers. All was cedar; no stone was seen.’  And if that were not beautiful enough 
every surface was covered in gold, v22, ‘And he overlaid the whole house with gold, until all 
the house was finished. Also the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary he 
overlaid with gold.’ 
 
Why this decoration?  In the first place there is a theological significance in making the 
inside of the temple full of engravings of flowers and gourds and objects of nature.  The 
temple is a mini garden of Eden.  When Adam and Eve sinned they were cast out of the 
Garden, they died and lost the benefit of God’s presence.  The temple is a way of bring the 
garden back to the people.  It is the place where God and man once dwelt together in holy 
peace.  The temple is the place where through representatives a sinful people can have a 
holy God in their midst.  It is not a full restoration of fellowship, the reminder of sin and the 
necessity of mediators and sacrifices is always there, but a partial restoration is being 
communicated through these designs.  The engraving of angels on the walls was a reminder 
that you are in God’s royal court and among His courtiers. 
 
The temple tells us many things about God but it also reminds us that God is a God of 
beauty.  Not only is He beautiful but He delights in beauty and is the source and Creator of 
it.  This is something that has been a lot on my mind lately, I have not drawn together all 
my thoughts on it into a nice neat package, but I want to share some important truths with 
you on this matter of God and beauty.   
 



We live in a society that has denied objective values and truths.  Think about these notions 
and how our present day philosophies think about them.  Think about truth, beauty, 
goodness, love, holiness, justice; these things are now being denied as objective norms and 
recast as only subjective.  Any idea that is above us all and defines us all and to which we 
must all subscribe is an act of tyranny because whose definition of these things will we allow 
to be the authoritative version.  Beauty like all these other ideas has been impoverished.  
When we remove God who defines these things for us we encounter a problem in our 
epistemology.  We no longer have an authority above us to interpret everything to us, and 
so things we once thought we knew to be true, or things we naturally intuited to be true we 
are now being told are misinterpretations.  ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,’ is a classic 
symptom of this case.  Beauty becomes subject to personal preference.  To claim otherwise 
is to impose.  In this darkness beauty has been lost.  Beauty has become a tool for self-
pleasure, it has become a god that cannot satisfy.  The original purpose of beauty is gone 
and it has become more and less than God intended.   
 
God made beauty as a gift and sign of His generosity, but also as a pointer to Him.  Every 
heart is searching for beauty, but not every heart finds it.  Some have found things that 
they think are beauty but they are only tokens of a lost One.  Some have called the clues or 
the map the discovered treasure but fallen short of the full discovery of what these things 
are pointing to.  Our desire for beauty is the created handle on our hearts by which God 
draws us to Himself, a natural and basic hunger which urges us onto Him.  The trouble is we 
have a clear sense to run but an ambiguous sense of direction.  We know we need, but 
don’t know what.  The things our hearts so quickly attach to are signs not the journey’s end.  
Not knowing the purpose of beauty, which is to draw us to its author, we fail to give our 
hearts to the right things.  The King is courting His bride to be and lavishing gifts upon her 
and sending her messages.  However, she falls in love with His castle, and gifts, the 
messenger, she gives her heart and body to all but the King.   
 
Psalm 19:1 speaks of the beauty God has put in creation being a pointer to Him, ‘The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.’  Romans 
1:19-20 talk about how this universal knowledge of God is intuited by all people but 
suppressed in sin, ‘For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse.’  Our every experience of joy and beauty and 
satisfaction is another speech about the God we are made to delight in.  the enjoyment of 
relationships points us to the ultimate relationship.  The enjoyment of love points us to the 
ultimate love.  The enjoyment of beauty points us to the most beautiful one.  Beauty is not 
an end in itself but a testimony to its Creator, a sign of His bounty and an invitation to 
greater blessing.   
 
As Christians we are in the best position to know what beauty is, ‘The fear of the LORD is 
the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.’  - Proverbs 9:10.  
By beginning with God and knowing why He made things beautiful we understand beauty 
and its purpose.  The ignorant will fall prey to worshipping something beautiful, they will not 
recognise beauty as a street sign but will treat it as the destination.  Or as is happening 
today, there is a redefinition of beauty and ugliness.  Calvin began his famous Institutes 
stating that we cannot know ourselves apart from a knowledge of God, and so it is the same 
for beauty.  God comes before beauty to define it by Himself, true beauty always has 
reference to God.  It is not a category that pre-existed God by which God is now defined, 
beauty derives it definition and boundaries from God not vice versa.  To claim anything as 
beautiful is to claim that it has a positive relationship to the source of beauty.  This 



perspective debunks some traditional categories and deepens our appreciation of beauty 
overall.  By this standard ugliness is also defined.   
 
In an attempt to certify homosexuality, by calling a thing beautiful and celebrating it is there 
is a borrowed technique to popularise and normalise it.  The ‘black is beautiful’ movement 
was legitimate as all of humanity is made in God’s image.  However, the transfer of this 
populist campaign is a farce in the case of homosexuality.  We do not call a thing beautiful 
by the disease it bears but by its essence.  Homosexual desire is a tragic distortion of true 
sexual desire, which is in fact beautiful.  Cancer is not beautiful it is the dysfunctional 
working of an otherwise natural function.  By this way of thinking we can affirm piety, 
purity, family, submission and many other things as beautiful. 
 
Enemies of beauty 
 
If God has put beauty all around us to draw us to Him why don’t we end up with God?  The 
appreciation of beauty is a faculty resident in the imago dei, but because of sin to learn 
what is beautiful is also necessary. Sin and overstimulation are the two main enemies.  As 
created we hunger for God and are able to intuit beauty when we see it, but because of sin, 
we distort the message, we deny truth, we place the creation in the place of the Creator and 
we selfishly employ beauty for wilful ends.     
 
 Ideally we learn to appreciate beautiful things from our homes and culture, sadly with the 
breakdown of the family and the short circuiting of the learning process using endorphin and 
dopamine oriented approaches we are strangers to beauty.  Many forms of beauty are like 
dead languages, artefacts of your parents and grandparents lives but not your own.   The 
difference between an adolescent and educated grasp of beauty can be seen in the 
difference between high and low culture.  Unfortunately today we have glorified the instant 
and lost the learnt.  As a generation we now gravitate towards overstimulation and 
overindulgence and have lost the space to allow nuance, and a build up.  We trend towards 
instant gratification not delayed gratification as the path to fulfilment and this affects our 
view of beauty.  The volume on all of our experiences is on full with full gain (distortion) on 
it, there is no dynamic range, a character of classical music.  The difference is between 
delayed gratification and appreciation by contrast rather than the satisfaction by 
overengorgement we presently employ.  3D; binge watching a series; music videos (audio 
and visual); bass boosters; surround sound; MSG; virtual reality headsets; they all offer 
better ways to satisfy, but this is like having a room full of shouting people trying to get 
your attention, certain voices, important voices are lost.  The solution is not to deny a place 
at the table to these new technologies but rather to understand their potential tyranny and 
use them selectively not exclusively as the trend is now.  There is a time to be on the 
playground but there must necessarily be time for conversation at the dinner table as well.  
The dominant culture of entertainment today is driven by youth culture which lacks the 
learnt experience of beauty.  
 
The Christian understands their own hearts that they are inward addicts who can make too 
much of pleasure and beauty and that it can detract from God.  Yet they do not leave the 
world as if God’s gifts were evil, they recognise that the sin is in their hearts not in the 
beautiful things themselves.  They recognise the effect of being overstimulated through 
technology and the frantic lifestyle of modern life and they deliberately cultivate times for 
slow thought and reflection.  They recognise the difference between a learnt appreciation of 
beauty and instant gratification.  They enjoy the gift of creation as an abundant display of 
God’s love to us and enjoy it to His glory not as a god.   
 



Projects of beauty 
 
God has a multitude of beauty projects on the go.  There is the beauty of creation itself, 
even in its fallenness and affliction it is still a mesmerising experience to be alive and 
surrounded by so much created beauty.  Our five sense are constantly tickled with pleasure 
as we experience God’s goodness to us.  We can find beauty at the end of a microscope or 
the end of a telescope.  ‘Our language partly reflects this complexity in the concept of 
pleasure: we distinguish pleasure from, pleasure in, and pleasure that.’ Scruton, beauty, 
p25.  Deriving pleasure from something speaks of an experience of engaging from a certain 
object, person or activity; pleasure in something is more intellectual and based on reflection, 
there is more moral evaluation in this form; and pleasure that comes from something 
working, or results that are pleasing.  We are to enjoy these things and turn our pleasure 
into praise.   
 
But we must remember that the beauty of creation is a dull reflection of the glory of God.  
The brightness of the sun which we cannot look upon for long without detrimental effects is 
intended to remind us of the brightness of God’s majestic glory.  There is the glory of God 
reflected in General revelation.  Then there is the clearer revelation of God’s glory in the 
Scriptures, but even here we are only on the edge of knowledge.  All of human speech 
which is bound by references to things bound by time and space can only speak by 
analogies of the infinite glory of God.   
 
Then there is the glory of the cross, a beauty we have to learn to appreciate.  We look upon 
the torn human body of a Jewish Carpenter and have to realise He is God who has humbled 
Himself to become a man.  We look upon the mocked royalty of this King with a crown of 
thorns and a placard above His head and have to learn that His glory is veiled for our 
benefit.  We have to learn to view His weakness as strength, and the horror of His 
appearance as the most desired sight human eyes can behold.  Love and grace and mercy 
and holiness and justice and wisdom drawn with the suffering of the most innocent man 
who ever walked the earth.  The worst event, the most vile crime in human history is in fact 
the most beautiful in human history.   
 
Then there is the beauty that God is bestowing upon us.  All our beauty is given.  When we 
had beauty in creation it was on account of being made by God not in our own beauty but in 
His image.  And when we sinned, true ugliness was added when we added our own self-
made beauty.  But Jesus Christ died to take those who were ugly and dead in sin and He 
wore our guilt and shame in order that we might bear His glory and holiness.  He took us 
when we were whores and adulterers and He purifies us, and changes us, He makes us 
beautiful inside and out.  The self-loathing that we often feel as we know the deep 
brokenness of our condition will give way not to self-adoration but an adoring of God who 
will conform us to the perfection of His Son.   
 
We worship a God of beauty, that beauty is seen in the temple, it is seen in creation, but it 
is seen most clearly on the cross in the spectacle of Jesus dying for our sins, and it is seen 
when God makes us anew in His image, and we will have a beauty that will never fade or be 
corrupted.  He makes things beautiful because He is generous and gracious and wants us to 
feel an overflow of joy as a reminder of His goodness towards us.  But more than that He 
takes ugly broken sinful things and makes them beautiful.  He takes the sin and we get the 
beauty.  This is the God of beauty that we worship.       
       


