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editorial
We want to see more landscapes and learn about more projects where the 

landscaping intervention is the protagonist. This is why paisea, after two and 

a half years of “see you soon”, presents a new publishing project: paisea PS, a 

publication with a new format, adapted and prepared for digital dissemination.

Landscaping continues to need spaces that provide it with more dissemination, 

that invite reflection, the exchange of proposals and ideas, in short, spaces that 

allow us to study and theorise about interventions in the landscape at the level 

at which works are studied in other disciplines.

Each issue of paisea PS  will focus on a single project that will be published in 

depth, from the first ideas to its execution. This will allow us to show in detail 

how in landscaping, even the apparently simplest intervention is also relatively 

complex. It will allow us to learn about the design of landscaping with all its 

variables and overlapping layers in order to appreciate the final result. In 

addition, each issue will have a critical comment. It will be a text written in 

order to provide complementary views to those of the authors of the proposal, 

to tell the experience of the landscape already lived and to highlight from a 

subjective viewpoint the most interesting aspects of each intervention.

The first issue is dedicated to the Parque Central of Valencia. Its choice is 

symbolic, because of its proximity and because it is a historical project, rich 

and complex, that once executed in its entirety will be a great transformation 

for the city.
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evaluation
The city of Valencia has been waiting almost forty years to see the realisation 
of part of the plan to transform the enormous expanse of existing railway 
tracks that divides the city in two. After various competitions, partial studies 
and much contemplation about the city, the intense desire on the part of 
the public to finally have access to Phase 1 of the long awaited Central Park, 
inaugurated last December, is not surprising. The overwhelming intensive 
public use it is enjoying is the best indicator of its success.   

The approach of the team headed by Gustafson Porter + Bowman has 
surpassed expectations by coming up with environments worthy of cutting-
edge landscaping, which are surprisingly novel in Valencia.

The proffered topographical organisation, with its subdivision into basins, 
functions well creating different environments, opening up views, managing 
the water and generating a variety of areas protected from the intense urban 
surroundings. The studied balance of the project’s earthworks, however, was 
truncated during execution as the result of contaminated soil from the site 
that prevented its reuse. 

Without a doubt, the greatest contribution of the design is the management 
of the water, or rather, the waters. On the one hand, there is the visible water 
of the park, the recreational water. Canals, ponds and fountains are installed 
with the intention that they will be used, played with and that children will 
enjoy them and get wet. An interaction with water which, after so many years 
of use in countries with much colder temperatures, is being set in motion 
(at last!) in this Mediterranean city. On the other hand, an entire rainwater 
management system is planned, with a complete drainage and infiltration 
“system” that guarantees the return of water to the subsoil. 

The vegetation unfolds throughout the park in an exalted way. Walls of 
vegetation, horticultural structures, exemplar trees and fantastical shrubs in 
combination with grassy areas link the different environments. Some species  
-which still have to overcome their cycle of adaptation- surprise the visitor by 
their combination, even showing themselves to be excessive at some points.

However, the complete opening of the park to the city is still pending, given 
that in this first phase all the entrances have not yet been finalised and, more 
fundamentally, because the insurmountable barrier of the railway tracks 
still exists. Only the implementation of the next two phases will convert the 
current neighbourhood park into the desired large-scale Parque Central for 
the city, expanding the programme and diversifying its uses.     

Javier Rivera

Granitos   Negro Villar y Negro Encina  
Pizarras    Villar del Rey y La Roca

www.villarnaturalstones.com

www.jardineriavillanueva.com

t. +34
 961 350
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flows from the 
neighbourhoods

and surrounding areas
converge in the park

76

accessibility and confluence
of the accesses

neighbourhood 
of  Russafa

ceramic bowls 
source of inspiration

sketch of bowls

neighbourhood 
of Malilla

city centre 

neighbourhood 
of  Jesús

the place like a bowl
Gustafson Porter+Bowman employs landscaping elements—water, soil and 
plants— sculpt spaces. The ground is treated like a fabric, like a soft material 
that can be moulded as required.

Their design concepts are inimitable, specific to the site to which they belong; 
they are born of the earth and the culture and are rooted in the natural 
elements and shapes of the landscape. The approach of the Parque Central of 
Valencia focuses on the unique topography of Valencia and on its culture —
three quintessential Valencian characteristics are applied: the water, the food 
and the Mediterranean landscape.

The visual concept of bowls (ullals in Valencian) echoes the natural and 
cultural heritage of Valencia – concave depressions in the shape of bowls in 
the natural landscape, bowls in which nature appropriates space in the form 
of water and local foods. 

The bowl structure attracts the visitor in a natural way to the heart of the park 
where the oldest building (the alquería or farmhouse) is located. 

The bowl shape symbolizes the unifying gesture of the park and represents 
the idea of a container for art, activities, people, landscapes, historical and 
cultural memories, relics and buildings.

lines of movement
The train tracks have divided the city of Valencia into two parts, creating a 
negative empty space due to the obligatory physical separation of six different 
neighbourhoods.

As part of the infrastructure investment plan, the railway sidings of the North 
Station will be located in the new underground access passage, so that the 
great opportunity arises to redevelop the entire area and create the new and 
longed  for Parque Central of Valencia.

The park’s mission is to bring together the different spaces that surround it and 
reunite the disconnected pieces of the city with their diverse cultural origins.

The park’s pattern of movement will make it easier for visitors to enjoy the 
site as they traverse it from one end to the other.

The routes meander in order to allow visitors to explore the different areas 
of the park, take a break and relax, visit places and discover new things. The 
topography connects the spaces, framing the areas of the park and creating 
rest areas and landscapes.
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3d model

defi nition and assignment

of uses to the basin bowls in
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 plaza of the arts   1

 orchard garden   2

 children’s garden   3

  north plaza   4

  main promenade   5

  south plaza   6

 perfume garden   7

  amphitheatre   8

    exhibition of mediterranean gardens  9

the program
Each bowl and plaza is defi ned by its individual identity, and makes reference 
to the landscape and culture of Valencia. These contexts relate back to the 
initial inspirations that make reference to water, architecture and the natural 
shapes of the landscape of Valencia.

1. Demetrio Ribes square: a square related to cultural aspects, hosting 
temporary exhibitions and workshops. It has a sheet of water with a play of 
vertical movement that is bordered by seating for its contemplation.

2. The Orchard Garden: homage to the tradition of the vegetable garden in 
Valencia.

3. Children’s Playground: a space for learning and adventure that promotes 
values of respect for nature.

4. North Plaza: is a dynamic place, a point of connection with the centre 
and the main entrance to the park. A large oval-shaped pond will entertain 
visitors. A pine forest acts as a frame for this space, as opposed to the clear 
foliage of the trees in the southern area of the park.

5. Main Promenade: north-south axis, from the station to the boulevard.

6. South Plaza: the point of union with the neighbourhoods of the south. Its 
lines and design are an allusion to the movement of trains and the systems of 
interconnection. Two lines of water defi ne this space, one in relation to the 
canals of the park and the other that links with the fountains of the boulevard. 
As in the North Plaza, a system of fl owerbeds provides more intimate places 
for relaxing.

7. Perfume Garden: shows the great richness of aromatic plants from the 
region and the landscape of the pine forests of the Levantine coast. It will also 
have a didactic component. It is a garden for listening, touching, smelling and 
interacting with the environment.

8. Amphitheatre: one of the highest points of the Central Park, bordered 
by a re-creation of the holm oak forests from the interior of the Valencian 
Community. This forest opens onto the central lake in a meadow that will host 
future concerts, performances and open-air events. 

9. Mediterranean Gardens Exhibition: its shape evokes fruit tree farms in 
mountain areas, leaving the space terraced at three diff erent levels. These 
will be exhibition gardens of vegetation from the Mediterranean climate and/
or of low hydric needs, making visitors aware of the rational use of water and 
displaying a great variety of ornamental plants for Valencian gardens.
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plan of the types

of water

paving plan

plan of lighting intensity

gravel | albero sand | soft surface

light gray slab paving

dark gray slab paving

treated water 

natural water

high level of illumination

internal lighting of buildings

facade lighting

special lighting

access walls lighting

medium level of illumination

low level of illumination

low level for planned events

spotlights

plan of views

plan of formation

of slopes and embankments

plan of woodlands and

vegetation

cork oak trees

pines

wetlands

meadows and flowers

natural bank

urban structures

floral gardens

flowering trees

display garden

vegetable garden

topsoil slope

grass | meadow

planted slopes

water| guide of views and routes

views
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the Panderola fountain | 

phase 1

natural pond | phase 2

large amphitheatre | 

phase 3
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the phases
The area affected by the development is constrained by a series of railway 
modifications currently underway or planned. These relate to the new 
Central Station and the access passage (both underground). Because of this, 
the execution of the park is planned in three phases.

The design has been conceptualised in such a way that the completed phase 1 
of the park can operate independently and without modifications. Phase 1, with 
an extension of 40% of the total surface area including the roads, corresponds 
to almost the entire Plaza of the Arts, the Vegetable Garden and the Children’s 
Garden among other areas. The physical limit of this first phase is marked by the 
future construction work of the access passage and the existence in parallel of 
the railway yard of the commuter trains currently in operation.

Each phase has a key element of importance: In phase 1 the Demetrio Ribes 
square and the urban water features are built. In phase 2 the natural water is 
constructed and in phase 3 the amphitheatre will be created. Each phase has a 
system of N-S and E-W paths that allows it to function as an independent entity.

As visual and acoustic protection between the railway tracks and the gardens 
of phase 1, a screen of vegetation will be planted based on trees and shrubs 
that will later be transplanted to phases 2 and 3. The species used will be 
those least sensitive to transplanting. The arboreal stratum will be made up 
of Aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis). 

In phase 2, the execution of the underground access channel and the demolition 
of the Giorgeta viaduct will allow the urbanization of the García Lorca Boulevard 
and the union of neighborhoods historically separated by the roads.

In phase 3, after the construction of the through tunnel and the Central Sta-
tion and the dismantling of the provisional AVE train station, the walkway 
and central plaza, the natural lagoon and the rest of the park areas will be 
completed.
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children’s area (ML)

phased masterplan
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the location in the city (Z)
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HUERTA JARDÍN

 the Orchard garden 

from the west (DF)

thePanderola fountain. 

Demetrio Ribes Square 

(JR)

PROVISIONAL

Panderola pond looking 

towards the renovated 

architecture (JP)
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phase 1

Demetrio Ribes square
It is located in the northeast of the plan. In this area the four existing 
warehouses are rehabilitated and small squares and gardens are created.

From the entrance square the visitor will move along the principal axis of 
access in the northeast, which is accompanied by a water canal and a tree-
lined promenade. This canal has been designed in such a way that the visitor 
will be able to cross it on foot even when it’s in operation.

At the western end of the canal we find the main attraction area of this square: 
a large sheet of water with interactive jets and lighting effects.

Planting: The banana plants of the promenade are the protagonists of this 
space, joining it together and creating differentiated areas to receive different 
activities. Two large specimens of Platanus hispanica are maintained in the 
centre. The vegetation of this area has a more architectural character, with a 
base of perennial shrubs, which is framed by a succession of trimmed hedges, 
recreating the lines of the historical buildings and their facades.

the orchard garden
This area is organized into three terraces in which fruit trees, greens and vegetables 
will be cultivated, organised into small plots of land that imitate in their shape and 
arrangement those of the agricultural fields that surround the city. 

Next to the concrete wall that delimits this garden at its north end, this axis 
will be the main line of pedestrian movement in the park.

Planting. This garden is designed to display to the Russafa-Malilla districts of 
Valencia the great agricultural wealth that the region of Valencia has always 
enjoyed. 

There are two access points: the first is at the lowest level and is accessed 
through indirect paths. It is formed by a trapezoidal plaza on an urban 
scale, shaded by date palms and bordered by grasses and plants with a light 
appearance. Conversely, the northern access, at a higher elevation, runs 
in a straight line, but at a smaller scale, between a field of citrus fruit trees 
distributed on different terraces.
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palm grove in the area 

of the Orchard garden 

(AH)

the Orchard garden 

from the elevated 

walkway (JR)
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children’s garden under 

construction (Z)

aerial view of the 

children’s garden from 

the south (Z)
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the children’s garden
This is a space for learning and adventure that fosters the values of respect 
for nature. The access path from the south divides this space into two 
differentiated parts of activity and relaxation: towards the northeast, the 
playground includes a climbing wall, an interactive fountain and splash area, 
a slide-ramp integrated into the landscape and a building which may be made 
available in the future for children’s activities. Towards the southwest there is 
a grassy picnic area with a natural character that combines a meadow with a 
small viewpoint. Numerous trees provide eye-catching blossoms in the play 
area, creating pleasant shadows in both spaces.

This garden is bounded by a green wall at its northern end, which is oriented 
to the south and is part of a complex elevated composition that manages the 
changes in heights.

The difference in level between the lower part of this basin and the upper 
level where the platform structure is located is dealt with by the creation of 
two longitudinal terraces. The highest one is at the same level as the building 
and contains a play area for the youngest children.

A second longitudinal terrace contains a playground for the older children, 
as well as a connection to the higher level by way of staggered terraces and a 
slide integrated into the wall.

An interactive fountain is placed at the southern end of this bowl that creates 
a pole of attraction from the main entrance. A water canal emerges from this 
source that flows in a northerly direction. 

Planting:  The vegetation in this zone marks three differentiated spaces, with 
the common bond of a rich autumnal colour.

The upper terraces, where the children’s playgrounds and the rest areas are 
found, have leafy deciduous trees in perfect alignment with the benches and 
walls. In contrast, next to the meadow between the attractions and the green 
wall, the vegetation has a much more natural character.

To the south, crossing the water canal, a second meadow is found, whose 
mowing will be done less frequently and which will incorporate numerous 

vivacious species of flower. 
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the panderola fountain (KT)
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slide from the upper 

playground (AT)

playground from the

green wall (JR)

climbing wall and

upper playground (ML)
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layout of the 

children’s play area
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climbing wall

slide

play equipment

ping-pong equipment
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nocturnal view (ML)
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zona de jardines 

florarles (j.m)

the garden of flowers (JR)

palm trees in the 

Garden of Flowers (AH)

end of the basin water 

of the romantic garden 

(AH)
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the flower garden
The main north-south axis covered by a pergola is the limit of the Flower Garden 
on their east side. This promenade opens different views and destinations to the 
visitor and will offer up moments of surprise during the walk. 

These gardens enjoy great permeability, and are shaped by small paths and 
squares that pass through groupings of flowering trees and low-height flowering 
vegetation. The north, south and west sides of the gardens are bordered by 
canals of water, thus creating a limited space suitable for relaxation.

The central area of these gardens opens up and allows one to contemplate the 
farmhouse, making this central space a key meeting point inside the park.

Planting:  Between an interwoven system of paths and squares, one finds large 
walks framed by alignments of trees as well as small static zones protected by 
groups of vegetation.

This is the area of the park with the greatest richness of species, grouped in a 
graduation of colours from white to orange, passing through roses, purples, 
blues and reds. A succession of cut hedges modulate the space by means of 
lines perpendicular to the pergola and the central promenade.

the romantic garden
The area between the Orchard Garden and the Children’s Garden is a space 
with a character of its own. It encompasses the three entrances of the 
easternmost end, enveloping the visitor in a zone of abundant flowering and a 
great density of vegetation from their entry into the park.

At this entrance there is an ornamental water fountain that will be the origin 
of the water canal running east-west. This canal is the only one that contains 
aquatic plants to emphasize the lush and tranquil nature of this garden.

Planting: two alignments of palm trees (Washingtonia robusta) help to identify the 
lateral paths, characterised by perennial trees, organic lines and more tropical 
vegetation, while the central access path will be defined by a set of islands 
of marked lines and deciduous trees. The three paths lead to a central space 
dominated by a fountain and a set of Ginkgo trees that divide the water canal.
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view of pergola walkway 

(ML)

aerial view of the park (Z)
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shade structure
The pergola consists of a lightweight structure whose contour is arched, di-
recting visitors from the Garrat fountain to the children’s bowl. Towards the 
west, the pergola allows the visitors to glimpse the Garden of Flowers, while 
to the east it is sheltered by walls and hedges. 

Flowering vines, acting as a backdrop for the surrounding gardens, will cover 

the pergola. The aim is to create a different experience by creating shade.

walls
These elements act as retaining structures that give shape to the topography 
of the different bowls of the park. Due to their great importance, the intention 
is to use them as an active surface area with high-quality landscaping.

In the case of the Orchard Garden, the idea is to create a green wall through 
the use of precast concrete panels.

In terms of the Children’s Garden, the wall will have a more interactive 
nature. It will be a container where children can play in a protected manner 

and under the care of their parents.

ground cover
In the Parque Central of Valencia the area of lawn has been minimalised, 
being used only in the spaces where its use is necessary. The selected turf 
varieties have low water consumption and are easy to maintain.

In many areas the lawn has been replaced by natural grassland. In most of the 
park the land will be covered by a mixture of ground cover species, grasses 
and shrubs, that form communities that characterise each one of the zones of 

plantation in relation to the bowls and the trees.
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sketch of the green wall

Imágenes  de 

inspiración

prefabricated pieces

of the construction of

the green wall (VPC)

night view of the 

green wall (AH)
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Orchard wall section

35

coping stone finish. calatorao 

limestone block. polished finish

prefabricated concrete planter

filled with topsoil composed of: 2 parts  

existing soil collected, 3 parts coconut 

fibre, 1 part sand and 1 part gravel

high-density polythene drainage 

sheet 

geotextile felt from nonwoven 

polyester fibres 

expanded polystyrene block in the 

shape of a wedge 

retaining wall of prefabricated 

concrete 

drainage pipe wrapped in geotextile 

continuous earth paving “ariglass” 

layer of aggregate compacted  

ground layer selected  

natural soil 

continuous earth paving “ariglass” 

layer of aggregate compacted  

bituminous waterproofing 

layer  

limestone gravel fill 40/50 

wrapped in geotextile 

geotextile felt from 

nonwoven polyester fibres 

ground fill selected 

drainage pipe wrapped in 

geotextile 
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palm trees in front of

the alquería (farmhouse) 

(JR)
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bushes in the fl ower 

garden (JR)
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grassland of the play 

area (JR)

planting between 

children’s meadow and 

pergola (JR)
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view of the Orchard 

garden from the south 

(JR)

planting of the

romantic garden (JR) 
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distribution plan of the 

two types of water and 

the different ponds

Panderola water feature 

(DF)

W1

W2

W3

E1

UW

E2

E3

E4

N1

E5

crossing of canal and 

walkway (JR)

treated water

natural water

pond of natural water

Panderola pond 

Garrat pond 

Xitxarra pond 

UW

E2

E4
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water
Gustafson Porter + Bowman were inspired by Valencia’s waters aand the poem 
“Aigua plena de seny”, composed by the celebrated Valencian ppoet Ausiàs 
March. Water becomeone of the principal design elements - a powerful force 
that carves basins and bowls out of the landscape. As with the Valencian 
landscape - full of rivers, canals, lakes, and the coast water in Parque Central 
features in varioussand surprising ways to define the diferents gardens of the 
park. The specific Valencian inspiration included the following:

1- The River Turia

2- The irrigation canals of  Valencian agricultural land

3- The lakes of the Albufera Natural Park

4- The Mediterranean Sea

The nature of each of these waters is very different, but they can all be grouped 
into two main categories: natural water and water that has been manipulated 
by humans. The source of the River Turia and the Mediterranean Sea are clear 
examples of water in its natural state. The irrigation channels of the Valencian 
fields, however, clearly show water conducted and manipulated by man.

These two types or categories of water generate the structure of the Parque 
Central. On the east side, a large interactive fountain makes reference to water 
manipulated by man; we call it urban water. On the west side (phase yet to be 
executed) will appear a large natural lake that will reference the water we find 
in the natural landscape of Valencia: we call it natural water. 

Along the main entrance roads there are water canals with different effects 
and characteristics. These canals have their origin in the main entrances 
to the park in the form of a fountain. The canals in the east of the park flow 
into the urban water and the canals in the west of the park will flow into the 
natural water, thus creating the basic bowl structure of the park.

The natural lake will aim to consolidate the park’s other focus of outdoor 

activities with more natural characteristics and an environmental function. 
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end of the interactive 

water canal that starts 

from the Garrat water 

basin feature (DF)

the Panderola fountain 

(JR)

natural canal of the 

romantic garden (JR) 

water basin cross sec-

tion E2

water inlet valve

sheet of water 10cm

water basin cross 

section E1
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water return by gravity

light waterfall

water inlet valve

water inlet

vessel

water inlet to pump

drainage canal
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Xitxarra basin (JR) 

Garratt basin (KT)

illuminated canal with 

acuatic planting (ML)

45

lighting of the

Panderola water 

fountain (ML)
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water table average level

construction of the 

rainwater collection 

tanks (VPC)

plan of underground 

rainwater collection 

tanks

construction of the 

rainwater collection 

tanks with polypropylene 

boxes (VPC)

topsoil fill

gravel layer  inspectable box

PVC pipe

clay stratum

gravel stratum

gravel stratum

PVC-U pipe grooved in

infiltration section

storm water overflowgeotextile
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infiltration wells
The low zones of the various green areas act as rainwater sinks, in the form of 
basins. 

For heavier rainfall that exceeds the runoff threshold and therefore cannot be 
absorbed by the surface of the park, infiltration tanks are designed.

These tanks are composed of a series of polypropylene modules and have a 
water storage capacity corresponding to the runoff generated on the surface 
of each basin by the 10-year return period for rain.

In the large collection and infiltration basins, in order to facilitate the speed 
at which the collected water infiltrates, drainage wells are planned that 
penetrate the most impermeable clay level and reach the underlying granular 
level, with high permeability. 

drainage of sub-surface waters
The underlying layer of the land is made up of clays with low permeability, 
the reason why it is necessary to drain these low points to avoid pooling in the 
root area of the plants.

In order to allow drainage, the design envisions drainage trenches with gravel 
in a herringbone system of 30 x 30 cm, draining all the low points to the 
drainage wells that penetrate the most impermeable clay level and reach the 
underlying granular level, with high permeability. 

The junction of the drainage trenches with the infiltration wells will be achieved 
by means of inspectable and cleanable polypropylene compartments.
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canal interactivo (ML)

technical data

project   Development of Parque Central Valencia. Ruzafa district

site    c/ Filipinas-Peris y Valero. València. España

developer   Valencia Parque Central Alta Velocidad 2003 S.A.

team   Joint Venture: Gustafson Porter+Bowman - Nova Ingeniería -

   Grupotec - Borgos Pieper

lead designer  Gustafson Porter+ Bowman

project managers Nova Ingeniería

engineers  Grupotec

architect  Borgos Pieper

consultants   fountain consultant:   JML water feature design     

   soil consultant:          Tim O’Hare associates

   lighting consultant:     Claude R. Engle

construction  Joint Venture:  Nova Ingeniería - Grupotec - Borgos Pieper

management team

execution of works Joint Venture:  Urbanización Parque Central  Pavasal- Dragados

supply of material  Jardinería Villanueva (www.jardineriavillanueva.com) | elemento 

vegetal - Villar del Rey Natural Stones (www.villarnaturalstones.

com) | granitos - Escofet | mobiliario - Colomer Nou Parc 

| alcorques y papeleras - Durbanis | mobiliario - iGuzzini | 

iluminación - Santa i Cole | bebederos - Mago Urban | mobilirio -  

LedsC4 | luminarias led -  BDU | juegos infantiles - Kompan | juegos 

infantiles - Reggiani | iluminación - Setga | mobiliario - Schreder | 

iluminación. 

date of project   2012-2014  

construction date 2015 2018

budget (PEM)  19.324.937 €    

surface     115.460 m2 (including roads and roundabout)

photography   David Frutos (DF)  Miguel Lorenzo (ML)   Javier Rivera (JR)   

   Joe Pundek (JP)    Ani Tahiro (AT)             Kike Taberner (KT)

   Zeppeline.es (Z)    Valencia Parque Central (VPC)
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ps paisea | staff

publisher    paisea | non-profit association

editing    paisea 

person in charge PS#1  Javier Rivera     

advisory board  Noel van Dooren | landscape architect. 
    Martí Franch | landscape architect. 
    Kristina Hill | ecóloga.  
    Gustavo Marina | ing técnico agrícola Máster en paisajismo 
    Paola Sangalli | ing técnico agrícola. Máster en paisajismo
 
issue design  Kike Correcher 

preparation and   Javi Valiente   José Manuel Vidal      

layout

translation         Neil Larsen

web    Julia Dobón

advertising   general@paisea.com

distribution   free download at  www.paisea.com
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