
Sermon 105: Romans 9:24: The Marvel of God’s Electing Grace 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

I have found that the true understanding of grace is a truth that puts everything else into 

perspective. When we see God’s grace clearly everything becomes clear.  I remember I had 

a Seventh Day Adventist friend who was bogged down in a legalistic view of Christianity and 

it was a biblical view of grace that helped her see the truth.  To see that salvation was not 

based on what I could earn by my works but was a free gift of God through Christ, a gift not 

merited, this is what set her free.  If we are struggling with the assurance of our salvation 

because we fall short of God’s requirements even as Christians, it is knowing that we are 

saved by grace not my performance as a Christian that brings peace.  When I am being 

persecuted and have to forgive someone, it is remembering that I am unworthy and God 

has been gracious to me; seeing that He has freely given to me I can now freely give.  

Likewise it is a true understanding of grace that will help us embrace the Bible’s teaching on 

God’s sovereign election. 

 

This morning we continue looking at Romans 9:24.  You will remember that Paul is 

defending the faithfulness of God to save His people.  The unbelief amongst the large part 

of the Jews raises the question whether God is strong to save or faithful to His promises.  

Paul has defended the power of God and the faithfulness of God to save by showing that 

God never intended to save every Jew but a remnant from amongst them.  Paul stated this 

teaching using the examples of God choosing Isaac and not Ishmael, Jacob and not Esau; 

Moses and not Pharaoh.  Proving that God saves based not on race, or works but by grace.  

Paul anticipated some objections to this declaration of God’s sovereign determination in who 

will and won’t be saved.  He anticipated the objection of God being unjust and reminded us 

that God is dealing with sinners and does not have to save any but has mercy on some.  

Paul makes the statement that God has mercy and hardens according to His sovereign will 

and this brought forward the anticipated objection of the apparent impossibility of our 

responsibility and accountability because we all only doing God’s will.  Paul decides to cut 

the argument short by reminding us that we are creatures and have no right to challenge 

our maker as he addresses the heart attitude that sin breeds in criticism of God, and then he 

went about asking a number of questions where he highlighted how God elects for the 

purpose of revealing His glory.  We have shown how election manifests the wrath, power, 

patience, mercy and glorious grace of God.  And because God’s gory is our highest pursuit it 

is an unimpeachable motive.  The questions have been asked in such a way that no answer 

can be given, and our challenge is seen to be unfounded.  We are picking up the train of 

thought in verse 24 that comes on the end of the final question, lets read from verse 22-24 

to get the flow, ‘What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 

endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make 



known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 

glory--- 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?’  

We want to focus on Paul’s amazement at the grace of God and how God’s grace comes to 

us. 

 

Grace that saves ‘even us’ 

 

We can see in Paul’s opening words in v24 that grace helps him to accept and embrace as 

beautiful the doctrine of election.  Look at those first two words, ‘even us.’  Paul has just 

elaborated on the purpose of God to manifest His glory by saving sinners, destining them for 

glory and using us as a canvas to magnify His glory.  Paul feels unworthy of such a privilege 

and is deeply conscious of his sin and that it is by grace not works that God would do such 

great things through and to him.  The doctrine of election can be intellectually frustrating 

because we do not have all the information, but there is information that we do have, and 

that is the knowledge of our own sinfulness.  And once you see and know the depth of your 

own sin, then election becomes necessary and beautiful and our questions can be swallowed 

up in gratitude even though we don’t have a full understanding.  Lets view the blessings 

Paul is considering that make him feel small and unworthy. 

 

Paul has been speaking of God sovereignly having mercy on whom He wills, and having 

compassion on whom He wills.  And in Paul’s response we can see that he does not think 

that God must save him, or that God would be unjust to overlook him, but he is marvelling 

in the fact that God would have mercy upon ‘even’ him.  This is the correct perspective to 

have when considering the doctrine of election.  We are not given all God’s motives, those 

are hidden from us, but the sin that is within us, the sin that we do every day that we can 

know.  The sin that is our default setting and even upon knowing it we still want the wrong 

things and do them.  We sin against knowledge, we sin in church, we sin while listening to 

preaching, we sin while we pray, we sin against our loved ones, we sin more enthusiastically 

than we serve God.  We sin using the very gifts God has given us and turn them into tools 

for pleasure or idols.  We sin in what we do and we sin in what we don’t do.  We are sinners 

through and through in all we are and do.  Upon knowing this would you dare think to argue 

the point that God must save you, or someone like you.  If we had to argue according to 

justice and what is right we would have to argue that we must not be saved.  And Paul 

directs our thinking in this direction when he uses the plural, ‘us.’  Paul is not the only one 

who is unworthy of salvation, all of us are sinners and have fallen short of the glory of God 

and every single one of us is a marvel of grace.  When we see our sin, we will not argue 

‘Why not all?’, but rather, ‘Why me?’   

 

But Paul’s wonder is deeper than this for God not only saves the unworthy, but uses the 

unworthy as a canvas upon which He will display His glory.  It is a wonder that someone 

who is as sinful as me should be used to display the glory of someone as holy as He.  I who 

was self-employed and put to dishonourable use has been saved and is now a vessel for 

honourable use, a trophy of His grace bearing testimony to His love, His grace, His wisdom, 

His mercy, His power.  Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 12:7 that every Christian who is inhabited by 

the Spirit has a spiritual gift, ‘To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 



common good.’  I who once used to serve self have now been called to a higher life and the 

more blessed life of serving others.  I who used to function according to the sordid passions 

of the flesh, and who served in the power of the weakness of the flesh have now been filled 

and equipped to serve in the purity and strength of the Spirit.  Paul was once a ‘blasphemer, 

persecutor and insolent opponent,’ (1 Tim. 1:13) but now he is an apostle and mouthpiece 

for God to glorify Him among the Gentiles.  I who had once been a preacher of self-

indulgence and the hedonistic pursuit of pleasure have been called to preach selfless and 

happiest life in the pursuit of God’s glory.  What were you?  And what honourable purpose 

does He now have for you?  If you were God and an employer would you ever hire yourself?  

But He has done it, He has put you into His employ.  He has given you the Spirit, His divine 

example, His instruction manual, the fellowship of the saints and all that you need.  Perhaps 

you would have been content with just having a place in heaven, but His grace much more 

abounds and He has a purpose for you to use you in His service.  He takes swords and turns 

them into ploughshares, He takes selfish sinners and turns them into selfless saints.  It is 

not because you are better than others that you have the gifts you have, we have nothing 

except that which has been given to us from above.  If God had to treat you according to 

what you deserve you would be judged but because He sovereignly elects to love the 

unlovely according to His grace, you are taken by the potter and refitted for service.    

 

But Paul’s wonder is deeper still, for it is not only a wonder that God has saved a sinner like 

me, and that God magnifies Himself through a sinner like me, but that He also makes known 

and lavishes upon ‘even’ me the riches of His glory and is preparing me for eternal glory, 

v23, ‘in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has 

prepared beforehand for glory.’  For the rags of my filthy righteousness He has fitted me 

with the royal robes of Christ’s own righteousness.  For the heart of stone He has given me 

a heart of flesh.  The price paid to free me from my slavery was the precious blood and 

death of Christ.  He has taken me from under the dominion of satan and made me a citizen 

under King Jesus.  He has taken my blindness and given me the truth and illumination of His 

word.  He raised me from the dead.  He chased me down when I was running from Him.  

He has filled me with His own presence not leaving me at the mercy of this body of sin.  He 

has put me into a family.  He has put me into His employ.  He guides me and guards me 

with His providence and power.  He will never leave me nor forsake me.  There is nothing 

that can steal me out of His hand or separate me from His love.  His Spirit bears witness 

with my spirit that I am a child of God.  His Spirit conforms me to the image of Christ 

bearing the fruits of Christ’s character in me.  Every trial is for my good and comes from a 

Father’s hand, the door to the holy of holies is open in prayer at any time.  The Spirit 

intercedes for me in my weaknesses, and Christ intercedes at the right hand of the Father.  

And I have been given the Spirit as a guarantee that one day I will be resurrected form the 

dead and enter into eternal glory.  But these are just a sample of the provisions that God 

has given us for the journey, this is not even the riches of His glory that He has for us at this 

journey’s end. 

 

One day Christ will come again, my body of death the wrestles against my heart will be 

changed into a body that has no more sinful desires, my heart, body, soul and mind will all 

be united in the single purpose of serving God.  Every enemy will be judged and overthrown 



and I will live in the New Creation of God under a perfect government, with no crime, no 

inflation, no aging and maintenance, no taxes or war, no disease or death, no pollution or 

disabilities.  But most of all I will have God.  I will dwell in His perfect presence and see Him, 

I will have fellowship with Him and faith will be replaced with sight, longing with fulfilment, 

sin with worship and sadness with perfect and complete joy.  These are some of the riches 

that God has elected to give us in grace.  Let me ask you, do you deserve any of this?  Do 

you want to complain that God elected you to experience this richness?  Can you criticise 

God for being miserly?  If we see our unworthiness the marvel is that God saves ‘even us.’   

 

But Paul’s wonder is deeper still and can be found in those three little words in 9:13, ‘Jacob 

I loved.’  Paul I loved, Nick I loved, etc.  The wonder of wonder is that a holy God has fixed 

His love upon us, He has made us, ‘even us’ His treasure.  Of all the things have mentioned 

this is the greatest.  We know that God cannot love what His holiness will not allow Him to 

love, and so we are not loved for our own sake as if we were beautiful and precious and 

provoked His love by our value potential or present.  God’s love has always been extended 

to His elect through the elect one, Christ.  In eternity past Christ became our representative 

to deal with God on our behalf.  We were loved in Christ, and God’s love was fixed upon us 

as He fixes His love upon His own Son.  His love for those in Christ is as unshakable as His 

love for Christ.  We were not loved for our own sake but were loved in Christ.  He could 

pursue us to save us not because He had to because we were so good, or would be so 

good, but because He loved us in Christ from eternity.  And upon saving us He clothed us in 

the righteousness of His own Son, and filled us with the Spirit of Christ and conforms us into 

the image of Christ and one day we will be resurrected to be like Him.  And God’s love 

towards us will be perfect and in Christ forever.  We are not merely loved as creatures but 

as family members.  John 17:23 tells us that God loves us just as He loves Christ.   

 

It should be a marvel that you are received into God the Father’s presence with the same 

welcome that the Son receives, for we come in His righteousness and in His name.  It 

should be a marvel to us that we partake of the reward that is lavished upon God the Son as 

we share in His inheritance, gaining a portion in the family estate.  God has saved us in such 

a way that the God who is love can love us and treasure us and delight in us lavishing the 

fullness of His love upon us, ‘even us.’  Do you still want to contend with God and His 

prerogative to elect?  There is no other way but election according to grace that we could 

receive all of these gifts.  We could not be saved but for election, we could not be put into 

God’s employ but for election by grace, we could not receive all the riches of God’s mercy in 

this life or the next apart from His electing grace, and we could never be loved as we are in 

Christ apart from our election by grace in Him.  Feel with Paul the deep unworthiness of this 

grace and perhaps you will be able to move away from the intellectual problems that result 

from God not giving us all the information, towards worship because of the information that 

we do have.                    

 

 

Grace that calls 

 



Paul continues to place God’s electing grace before us in the very next words in v24, ‘even 

us whom He has called.’   

 

The word called is a loaded term for Paul, when used to describe the act of God’s gospel call 

by which we are saved it implies God’s power in drawing us to saving faith in Christ.  The 

call of God for Paul is not merely the call of the gospel in the ears of the unbeliever but the 

effective power of God to irresistibly draw sinners to saving faith in Christ.  Paul has used 

this idea of God’s power call in Romans 8:30 when he mapped out the golden chain of 

salvation, ‘And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.’  Here we see a sequence of events 

where God acts to save us.  First he sets His love upon us in Christ in eternity. Then second, 

and we come to the first act of us experiencing salvation in our situation God calls us, and it 

is this that results in justification and finally glorification.   

 

It is necessary that God calls us for several reasons.  Firstly, I am dead in trespasses and sin 

before being a believer.  This means that I am not seeking God and looking under every 

rock to find Him but using the knowledge of God to pursue idols and speculation not the 

truth.  My natural default setting is to run from God not to Him.  Secondly, I am unable to 

change my disposition.  If I hear the gospel and I hear the call to believe and be saved, it is 

foolishness to me, I am a natural man and cannot comprehend the things of the Spirit.  God 

has to exercise His power to save me, as Christ says, no one can come to Him unless the 

Father draws him (John 6:44).  So then God moves by His power and as He did with Lydia, 

He opened our hearts to believe. 

 

Now we must also understand the manner in which God works.  God’s saving call is heard 

when the truth of Christ is proclaimed.  This can be in a book, a tract, a sermon, street 

evangelism and many other formats, but the truth of Christ as our saviour must be 

proclaimed.  The content of Christ as saviour must be understood.  The Lord then blesses 

the word and the Spirit and word work together to cause regeneration.  Just as Jesus word 

causes Lazarus to be raised from the dead so the blessed word of the Gospel brings dead 

sinners to life.  As James says we are brought forth by the word of truth (James 1:18).   

 

I can stand up here shouting about what a sinner you are and how Christ is your only hope 

for a saviour but unless that word is attended by the Spirit’s power you will not experience a 

deep conviction of sin, you will not see your need for Christ, you will not throw yourself at 

His feet for cleansing and salvation which only He can give.  But if you have believed, if you 

have come to Christ as your saviour here is what you need to know, God was the one who 

enabled you, this ability was not native to yourself but had to be gifted to you in God’s 

renovating work of the new birth.  He put a new heart within you and a new understanding 

and from this you were able to exercise a sincere faith and repentance towards Christ and 

sin.  The good news is that God is not merely full of good intentions to save us, full of good 

intentions to use us for His glory, full of good intentions to bestow eternal riches upon us in 

eternity.  He exercises His power, He accomplishes His will, He is able to do what He desires 

and we are saved because of His sovereign electing grace.   

 



As we respond to the doctrine of God’s sovereign election let us remember our own 

sinfulness that we are unworthy and yet He has sovereignly saved and elected us by grace.  

That without election my salvation is not possible.  To turn away from problems we cannot 

solve because we do not have all the information.  To wonder at the amazing fact that He 

has saved even us by calling us.     

 


