
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 9, 2017 

 

Secretary Sonny Perdue 

Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building 

1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 200-A 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

Dear Secretary Perdue, 

 

On behalf of the millions of members and supporters of The Humane Society of the 

United States and the Humane Society Legislative Fund, we are deeply disappointed 

that USDA is again delaying implementation of the widely supported “organics” rule 

made final in January by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The Organic 

Livestock and Poultry Practices rule, 87 Fed. Reg. 7042, covers an array of housing, 

husbandry, and management topics, clarifies standards that have been inconsistently 

applied by certifiers, and better aligns organic standards with consumer expectations. 

This rule is an enormous boon to America’s family farmers who will be able to stay on 

the farm because of the value-added products they will be able to sell to increasingly 

informed consumers. The implementation date for this important rule was delayed until 

May 19, and now again for six additional months, and this is without warrant. 

 

The National Organic Program supports a market valued at over $40 billion in sales last 

year, and this market creates extraordinary opportunities for diversification of farms 

and to enable so many of these family-owned businesses to thrive. The Congress 

enacted the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 to establish consistent, national 

standards for products marketed under the “organic” label, and to assure consumers that 

organically produced products meet a consistent standard. The Act has long been 

interpreted to include animal welfare considerations, and the statutory text called on the 

National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) to recommend additional requirements “for 

the care of livestock.”  The NOSB has put forth recommendations for animal welfare 

standards for over a decade, with extensive input from stakeholders and the general 

public, so this is anything but a “midnight rule.”  At its most recent meeting, the NOSB 

unanimously passed a resolution calling on this Administration to allow the rule to 

come into effect.1 

 

More than 300 certified organic livestock producers representing nearly $200 million in 

annual organic sales recently urged immediate implementation.2  

                                                      
1 National Organic Standards Board Resolution, April 21, 2017. See Attachment 1. 

2 Letter from Organic Livestock and Poultry Producers to Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, April 28, 

2017. See Attachment 2. 



 
 

Clear, consistent standards are vital to maintaining consumer confidence in the organic label. 

USDA carefully crafted this rule to ensure that organic consumers get the value they expect from 

their purchases. A recent Consumer Reports survey found that 60% of Americans (and 86% of 

frequent organic consumers) believe that it is highly important that organic food comes from 

farms with high animal welfare standards.  More than half of Americans (and 83% of frequent 

organic purchasers) say it is highly important that hens in organic farms have outdoor access.3  

Egg producers providing only enclosed porches rather than actual outdoor access undercut the 

most scrupulous producers and get an unfair advantage in the marketplace. These large-scale egg 

producers have never had better opportunities to sell cage-free eggs and make profits from 

selling them, with McDonald’s, Walmart, and every other big-name brand committing to cage-

free procurement policies within the last three years.  

 

Consumers clearly are opting more for organic products, and that is keeping thousands of family 

farmers in business and providing an economic lifeline for rural communities. However, 

producers who try to skirt common-sense organic standards jeopardize the entire program, in 

addition to cheating observant organic farmers.  Without meaningful USDA organic standards, 

consumers will mistrust the integrity of the organic label. The organic program musts be 

credible, and it rests on sound standards. 

 

The USDA promulgated the Organic Livestock and Poultry Practices rule after decades of public 

input, extensive economic analysis, and serious consideration of costs, benefits, and the 

longevity of the National Organic Program. We join the organic farming industry, millions of 

consumers, and tens of thousands of family farmers in expressing concern about unwarranted 

and destructive delays that hurt family farmers, rural communities and millions of consumers. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

  
 

Wayne Pacelle 

President & CEO 

The Humane Society of the U.S. 

                                                      
3 http://greenerchoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017-Animal-Welfare-Survey-Public-Report.pdf 

http://greenerchoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017-Animal-Welfare-Survey-Public-Report.pdf

